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HUMIDITY TENT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

One of the urgent requirements in hospitals and sickrooms 
is ?nding storage space for all the accessories needed to care 
for the bedridden. 
At the present time privacy screens for the most part are ex 

pensive drape type panels moveably suspended on tracks, or 
are independent caster supported panels which are rolled into 
place and when not in use must be stored out of the way. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide a bed 
with integral folding comer supports for holding a privacy 
screen or an oxygen tent. 

It is also an object of this invention to provide a bed with a 
storage shelf in the hitherto wasted spaced area under the 
frame. 

It is also an object of this invention to provide a bed with a 
sectional invalid type mattress containing an aperture with a 
removable plug so constructed that a conventional bed pan 
can be stored in the space below the aperture, under the plug, 
and the top surface of the plug will remain ?ush with the top 
surface of the mattress. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

A better understanding of the invention may be obtained 
from the following drawings and description forming a part of 
this application in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the bed showing the privacy 
screen and plug in place. Also the vertical to horizontal move 
ment of the support posts is indicated. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged view taken along line 2-2 in FIG. 1 
showing the bed pan stored beneath the plug. 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged view of the hinge, leg and support post. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

As shown in FIG. 1 a bed 10 comprising a headboard 11, 
side walls 12, footboard l3 and legs 14 has a storage shelf 15 
positioned under the body of the bed and suitably secured for 
support to the legs 14. 

Located on top of each leg 14 and ?ush with the side walls 
12 are the support posts 16. Each support post 16 is attached 
by a hinge 17 to the leg 14. 
The support posts 16 move from a vertical position through 

90° of arc to a storage position horizontal to the sidewalls 12. 
The support posts 16 are provided with suitable means for 

locking in the vertical position. 
Enclosed within the walls of the bed 10 is a box spring unit 

of conventional con?guration 18. 
Above the box springs 18 is an invalid type mattress 19 con 

taining an aperture 20. 
Suitably ?tted within the aperture 20 is a plug 21. 
The plug 21 is constructed similarly to the construction of 

the parent mattress except for its thickness. 
Stored inside the aperture 20 and resting on box springs 18 

is a conventional hospital bed pan 22. 
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The plug 21 is inserted into the aperture 20 and slid down to 

rest on the bed pan 22. 
The thickness of the plug 21 is made to allow the plug to rest 

on the bed pan 22 and the top surface of the plug 21 to be 
?ush with the top surface of the mattress. 

In operation, using as an example a patient needing to per 
form a call of nature, the support posts I6 are raised to the 
vertical and locked in position. The privacy screen 23 is taken 
from the shelf 15 and rigged on the support posts by suitable 
means 24 such as corner pockets, and the ends are closed by 
suitable means 25 such as a zipper. 
The plug 21 is removed from the mattress l9 and the bed 

pan 22 is taken out of the aperture 20. The plug 2] is then slid 
into the aperture 20 to bottom out on the box spring 18. The 
bed pan 22 is set on top of the plug 21 and the patient can per 
form his act. . 
When the patient has completed his act the bed pan 22 is 

taken away and sanitized. The bed pan is then stored at the 
bottom of the aperture 20 and the plug 21 is slid into the aper 
ture 20. The privacy screen 23 is dismantled and stored on the 
shelf 15 and the support posts 16 are unlocked and lowered to 
their horizontal storage position. 

If the circumstances of the illness require frequent elimina 
tion by the patient, the privacy screen may be left in a rigged 
position. This will allow the patient to help himself in urgent 
situations. 

This provision will be particularly valuable as it will help al 
leviate the critical shortage of nursing help. 
The shelf 15 may be utilized for storage or other accessories 

and equipment. 
I claim: 
1. A bed including 
a. a horizontal, rectangular body secured to upper portions 

of four corner legs, said body including a headboard, 
sideboard, and opposite side walls; 

b. a horizontal, rectangular, storage shelf supported 
between a lower portion of said legs, said shelf ac 
cordingly being located below the entire said body; 

c. the upper ends of said legs each having a hinge secured 
thereto; 

(I. one end of a post secured to each of said hinges, each said 
post being pivotable about said hinge between a vertical 
position over said leg and a horizontal position adjacent 
an upper side of said body; and 

e. a privacy screen supported around said posts when in a 
vertical upright position. 

2. A bed according to claim I including 
a. a mattress enclosed within the walls of the body of said 

bed, said mattress having 
b. an aperture extending through from top to bottom, said 

mattress having 
c. a plug shaped to ?t the recess of said aperture and 
d. means for supporting a bed pan beneath said aperture. 
3. A bed according to claim 2 including 
a. a box spring under said mattress, and said plug is of a 

thickness less than said mattress whereby the upper sur 
face of said plug is ?ush with the upper surface of said 
mattress when said bed pan is stored. 

* * * * * 


