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sour PRACTICE DEVICE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

l. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates generally to sporting goods and more 

particularly to a practice device for use in improving and per 
fecting a person‘s golf game. More particularly, this invention 
relates to a golf practice device which includes means in con 
junction therewith for advising the person using the same 
whether his swing has imparted a correct trajectory to the ball 
or whether the ball has been driven in an improper fashion. 
Still more particularly, this invention relates to a gol?ng aid 
which includes visual indicator means for determining 
whether or not the ball has been correctly driven or whether 
the same has been imparted with an improper hook or slice in 
?uence. Means are included to restrict the distance of travel 
of the device without tethering it to the ground. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Heretofore devices have been known generally for the 

stated purpose of improving a person’s golf game. Devices 
have been generally known which assertedly permit gol?ng 
practice within restricted distances so that a person may re 
peatedly practice his gol?ng stroke in con?ned areas. 
However, prior known devices, so far as is known, have in 

cluded no means in conjunction therewith for visually indicat 
ing whether or not a golf stroke has been properly executed. 
That is, so far as is known, prior known devices have not in 
cluded indicator means which, upon visual inspection, in 
dicate whether a hook or slice influence has been imparted to 
the ball. This de?ciency in the prior art is attributable to the 
fact that prior known devices may be classi?ed at “tether" 
devices in which some portion of the device, to a greater or 
lesser extent, is secured or attached to the ground so that free 
?ight of the device as a unit is positively precluded. 

Characteristic of prior known devices are those shown in 
the patents to Mitchell, U.S. Pat. No. 2,081,059 dated May 
18, I937 and Meminger, U.S. Pat. No. 2,852,261 dated Sept. 
16, I958. In addition, Australian Pat. No. 21,210 dated Feb. 
6, I935 shows an anchor or tether device for use in practicing 
a tennis stroke which is somewhat analogous to the ?eld of in 
vention of the present development. 
With prior art arrangements of the type exempli?ed by the 

patents noted, the device is designed so that the ball is 
precluded from free ?ight. That is, the ball in each case is 
precluded from ?ight for more than a few feet, determined by 
the length of the tether cord. As a result, no indication can be 
given with such devices as to whether the ball was driven with 
a hook or slice in?uence. Additionally, because such devices 
are generally tethered or held to the ground, the ball and 
tether cord are subjected to substantial strain which can result 
in the ball separating from the tether cord, thereby necessitat 
ing repair or disposal of the device. 
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The present arrangement overcomes such de?ciencies of 55 
the prior art in that the practice device of this invention is 
devised so that all portions of the device will travel as a unit in 
substantially free ?ight with the ball when the same is driven. 
However, means are provided to restrict the ?ight of the ball 
within generally predetermined maximum distance limits so 
that the device may be utilized in con?ned areas, such as the 
small backyard of an average home. Additionally, the subject 
device has the important improvement of including means for 
indicating, either during ?ight or after completion of ?ight, 
whether the ball was correctly driven or was imparted with an 
incorrect in?uence such as a hook or slice in?uence. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to an improved golf practice device. 
More particularly, this invention relates to a golf practice 
device in which a ball is to be driven in free ?ight and carries 
therewith the remainder of the device which includes means 
for indicating whether or not the ball has been correctly 
driven. 
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2 
More particularly, this invention relates to interfering golf 

ing aid which includes indicator means for correctly advising a 
person using the same whether or not he has correctly hit the 
ball with the golf club. Still more particularly, this invention 
relates to a golf practice device which may be utilized within a 
con?ned area while retaining the improved characteristics 
noted. Such device incorporates means for imparting 
aerodynamic drag or air resistance to limit the extent of free 
?ight of the device while not interfering with its intended 
trajectory. Such a device may be used by one person who can 
retrieve the same after a practice shot or by two persons 
spaced from each other who can drive the device back and 
forth between each other and thereby advise each other on the 
accuracy of the previous stroke. 
From the foregoing, it should be understood that objects of 

this invention include the provision of an improved golf prac 
tice device; the provision of a gol?ng aid which includes in 
dicator means for advising a person using the same whether 
his golf stroke has been a correct or incorrect one; the provi 
sion in a golf practice device of visual indicator means for ad 
vising a person using the same whether his stroke has been 
correct while the device is still in the air; the provision in a golf 
practice device of visual indicator means for advising the per 
son using the same whether his stroke has been correctly ex 
ecuted, upon inspection thereof after the device reaches the 
end of its ?ight; and the provision of a gol?ng aid in which the 
same is free to travel as a unit in generally free ?ight within 
restricted distance limits as opposed to being tethered to or 
held in contact with the ground. 
These and other objects of this invention will become ap 

parent from a study of the following description in which 
reference is directed to the appended drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an elevational view of one embodiment of the sub 
ject device positioned, as shown in solid lines ready to be 
driven in a practice stroke. The dotted lines indicating the 
general path of travel of the same after being struck by a golf 
club. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged view of that portion of the device set 
out by line 2—-2 of FIG. 1. ~ 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged view of that portion of the device set 
out by line 3-3 of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 is a portion of one form of indicator means of the 
device, which is the form shown in the FIG. 1 embodiment. 
Cooperable portions thereof have been shown separated from 
each other for clarity of illustration. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring ?rst to FIGS. 1 through 4, one embodiment of the 
subject device is illustrated. Such embodiment includes a con 
ventional golf ball 1 of standard dimensions and weight. At 
tached to the ball for free ?ight therewith through the air 
when the ball is struck by a golf club are means generally 
designated 2 for indicating whether the ball has been properly 
driven and for restricting the ?ight of the device within 
predetermined maximum limits. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the ?ight-restricting means is 
generally designated 3 and may take various forms as will be 
described. As further will be described with respect to other 
embodiments, the ?ight-restricting means and the indicator 
means may be one and the same or they may be separate from 
each other as they are in the embodiment of FIGS. I through 
4. 

In either case, the indicator and ?ight-restricting means 
combine to restrict the travel of the ball to a distance less than 
would be expected in their absence. However, such means 
permit generally free ?ight of the ball within predetermined 
maximum limits so that improper stroke in?uences imparted 
to the ball will be evident upon visual observation of the in 
dicator means. This is in distinction to prior known devices in 
which the ball was tethered or held in contact with the ground 
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by some tethering means such as a tether cord so that such 
device could not leave the ground as a unit. Such prior art ar 
rangements do not permit any conclusion being drawn as to 
whether or not the ball was properly driven. 

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. I through 4, the ?ight 
restricting means is operatively connected with ball 1 by cord 
means generally designated 4 secured at one end thereof to 
the ball. The manner in which such cord means is secured to 
the ball may vary. However, procedures such as those shown 
in the previously noted patents to Mitchell, U.S. Pat. No. 
2,08l,059 or Meminger, US. Pat. No. 2,852,261, are typical 
of several methods which may be utilized to secure the cord 
and ball together. At its opposite end, the cord means 4 is 
secured to ?ight-restricting means 3 in a manner to be 
described. 
The cord means in this embodiment of the device includes 

two cord sections 6 and 7 connected with each other inter 
mediate the ball 1 and the ?ight-restricting means 3 generally 
at location 8. Cord section 6 is de?ned by a single cord while 
cord section 7 includes two separate and normally parallel 
cords 8 and 9 provided for the purpose to be described. At lo~ 
cation 8, the single cord 6 and the pair of cords 8 and 9 are 
connected to each other in any suitable fashion, such as by 
looping one within the other as seen in FIG. 2. 
The pair of cords 8 and 9 as seen in FIG. 3 are secured to 

the ?ight-restricting means 3 by passing the same through a 
bead ll engaged with one end of an open pyramidal- or coni 
cal-shaped plastic bell ?tting 12. The pair of cords extend into 
the ?tting l2 and are engaged and secured therein by tying the 
same to a second bead 13 located within the ?tting. 
A series of discrete streamers 14 are interposed between the 

enclosed end of the ?tting and bead 13. The cords 8 and 9 ex 
tend through holes in the streamers and the bead I3 precludes 
separation of the streamers from the cords. 
The weight of the cord sections 6 and 7 andof the ?ight 

restricting means comprised of the ?tting l2 and the streamers 
14 is such that stroking of ball 1 in a normal fashion with a 
given golf club will pull the entire golf practice device from 
the ground so that the cord sections and streamers travel with 
the ball through a predetermined maximum distance. For ex 
ample, the weight of the ball with respect to the cord sections 
and the streamers may be correlated so that the ball, no matter 
how hard the same is hit, will travel no more than 30 yards. It 
should be obvious also that arrangements can be made so that 
the ball can travel less than or further than that exemplary 
distance. It should further be understood that varied devices 
of the subject type can be produced which will permit a golfer 
to practice with each of the conventional clubs he would nor~ 
mally use on a golfcourse. 

In that connection, as shown in solid lines in FIG. 1, prior to 
driving, the device is stretched out to its full length with the 
cord sections 6 and 7 and the streamers extending generally 
along and in the direction of the intended path of ?ight of the 
ball. Such path of flight is partially shown by the dotted lines in 
FIG 1. The ball is struck in such a fashion that the cords and 
streamers follow the ball and travel therewith for the full ?ight 
of the ball. That is, the device is in no way tethered or held in 
contact with the ground. 

In an embodiment of the type rotation in FIG. 1, the indica 
tor means may comprise two distinct structures for indicating 
correct or incorrect '?ight of the ball. For example, the 
streamers 14 may be provided with different indicia, such as 
different highly contrasting colors, (black and white for exam 
ple) which will permit a viewer of the device in ?ight to deter 
mine whether the streamers are rotating in a clockwise or 
counterclockwise direction. Such rotation would be effected 
by rotation. of the ball and would indicate whether the ball has 
been imparted with a hook in?uence or slice in?uence. That 
is, if the streamers when viewed in ?ight are seen to be rotat 
ing in the clockwise direction when viewed in a direction look 
ing from the streamers towards the ball, such rotation would 
indicate a slice for a right-hand golfer. Conversely, a hook 
would be indicated by a counterclockwise rotation of the 
streamers when thus viewed. 
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4 
In that connection, while the streamers provide means for 

visually determining correct or incorrect ball travel during 
?ight, such a visual inspection desirably should be made by a 
person other than the person driving the ball. If the person 
driving the ball were to try to watch the streamers, he would 
tend to lift his head which would detract from proper concen 
tration on his swing. 
The arrangement shown in FIG. 1 also includes means for 

visually determining whether a ball has been properly hit after 
the same has come to rest following its full distance of travel. 
Such means comprises the pair of cords 8 and 9 which also 
desirably are provided with different indicia, such as readily 
distinguishable colors or striping (black and white, for exam 
ple). If the ball is improperly hit with a hook or slice in?uence, 
the cords 8 and 9 will wind or twist upon each other in 
response to rotation of the ball. Such condition is shown in ex 
aggerated fashion in FIG. 4 for clarity of illustration. Such 
twisting will readily indicate when the practice device is 
retrieved whether a hook or slice has been imparted thereto. 
However, if the cords are untwisted, it will indicate to the 
golfer that he has hit a proper golf stroke. Obviously the extent 
of twist will emphasize the extent of hook or slice imparted to 
the ball. 

In connection with the inspection aspects of the pair of 
cords 8 and 9, the single cord 6 performs an important func 
tion. After the ball strikes the ground following its ?ight 
through the air, it can be expected to roll some limited 
distance. Such ground rolling, if not compensated for, would 
tend to increase or decrease the amount of twist imparted'to 
the double cords 8 and 9 during ?ight. The single cord during 
ground roll of the ball will wind upon itself but will not, it has 
been found, alter to any appreciable extent the amount of 
twist imparted to the double cords 8 and 9. Thus, the single 
cord serves as av buffer to compensate for ground roll so that, 
upon retrieving the device, an accurate indication of the hook 
or slice in?uence imparted to the ball will remain. 

In the embodiment shown, it is important to note that, by 
proper selection of weight of cords, cord lengths, streamer 
weights and lengths, that the gol?ng aid de?ned by this inven 
tion may be calibrated to respond to a perfect golf stroke. 
That is, if a ball is perfectly hit so that it would travel in normal 
?ight 300 yards, by‘ judicious selection of the components 
noted, such a stroke can be calibrated to cause the device to 
travel a maximum of 30 yards, thereby producing a l0 to IV 
ratio between a normal drive and a practice drive. Thus, as a 
result, in addition to the hook or slice indication capability, a 
distance calibration can be imparted to this device. Such 
distance calibration can be made known by information sold 
with the practice device so that, for example, if the purchaser 
wishes to practice his drives with a No. 1 wood, he would 
purchase one calibrated device, whereas if he wished to prac 
tice his chip or approach shots with a No. 9 iron, he would 
purchase a differently calibrated device. 
By way of speci?c example and inches intending to be limit 

ing on the invention disclosed, the embodiment of the subject 
device corresponding to the construction shown in FIGS. I 
through 4 will be described. In such arrangement, a single 
cord 6, of pliable cotton or suitable plastic, approximately 
one-eighth inch in diameter and 36 inches long is employed. 
The pair of double cords 8 and 9, also of pliable cotton or 
plastic, approximately one-sixteenth inch in diameter and 24 
inches long is employed. Streamers 14, formed of any suitable 
cotton material, approximately 1 inch wide and 12 inches long 
are employed. The number of streamers utilized may vary, but 
in the embodiment described, 12 such streamers, six each of 
different colors, have been found suitable. 

It should be understood, as noted previously, that variations 
on this speci?c embodiment to meet particular needs may be 
effected without departing from the spirit or scope of this in 
vention as set out in the appended claims. 
Having thus made a full disclosure of this invention, 

reference is directed to the appended claims for the scope of 
protection to be afforded thereto. 

I claim: 



3,627,326 
5 

l. A free ?ight untethered golf practice device consisting of 
a golf ball of standard size and weight, means attached to said 
golf ball for indicating whether said ball has been properly 
driven or whether a hook or slice in?uence has been imparted 
thereto during free ?ight thereof, and means for restricting the 
distance of free ?ight of said golf ball without precluding such 
?ight thereof; said indicating means consisting of first and 
second discrete cord sections interposed between and inter 
connecting said golf ball and said ?ight-restricting means, said 
?rst cord section being de?ned by a predetermined length of 
single cord attached directly to said golf ball, said second cord 
section consisting of a pair of separate cords of predetermined 
length which are normally parallel to each other and which are 
twistable upon each other during free ?ight of said device in 
response to a hook or slice in?uence being imparted to said 
golf ball when driven by a golf club, said pair of cords being at 
tached directly to and being generally-?xedly secured to said 
length of single cord and to said ?ight-restricting means and 
being interposed therebetween, said pair of cords becoming 
wound upon each other in either a clockwise or counter 
clockwise direction during free ?ight of said golf ball in 
response to such hook or slice in?uence being imparted to 
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6 
said golf ball; said single cord serving as a buffer to compen 
sate for any ground roll of said golf ball following ?ight thereof 
so that the degree of twist imparted to said pair of cords during 
?ight will not be altered during such ground roll; said ?ight 
restricting means comprising a plurality of streamers attached 
directly to said pair of cords to limit the distance of free ?ight 
of said golf ball without impairing the ability of said pair of 
cords to record said hook or slice in?uence imparted to said 
golf ball during such free ?ight thereof. 

2. The practice device of claim 1 in which said pair of cords 
are provided with different indicia thereon to facilitate visual 
inspection thereof for clockwise or counterclockwise twisting 
after said ball has come to rest following ?ight thereof. 

3. The practice device of claim 2 in which said different in 
dicia comprise different colors of said cords. 

4. The practice device of claim 1 in which said single cord is 
formed of a heavier material than the material from which said 
pair of cords is formed to facilitate compensation for ground 
roll by said single cord without altering the degree of twist of 
said pair of cords. 
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