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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A pair of housing parts are hinged together to de?ne 

an enclosure for a plurality of photographs. A retainer 
on one of the housing parts receives peripheral apertures 
in the photographs to maintain them in planes parallel to 
the axis of the hinge. 

This invention relates to a novelty container for photo 
graphs. In one aspect the invention concerns a container 
which is shaped to identify a particular sport, for exam 
ple, baseball, football, or hockey, and wherein photo 
graphs of baseball players, football players, or hockey 
players, respectively, are removably mounted within the 
container. In another aspect the invention concerns the 
structure for mounting a series of photographs within the 
housing enclosure so that the photographs are maintained 
in upright predetermined order for inspection when the 
container is opened. These and other more detailed ob 
jects and advantages of the invention will appear here 
inafter. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a side elevation of a preferred embodiment 

of the invention, in the shape of a baseball, the con 
tainer being closed. 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken substantially on the 
lines 2—2 of FIG. 1, the container being open to expose 
the photographs contained therein. 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken substantially on lines 
3—3 as shown in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a side elevation of a modi?ed form of the 

invention, in the shape of an American football, the con 
tainer being closed. 

FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken substantially on the 
lines 5--5 of FIG. 4, the container being open to expose 
the photographs contained therein. 
FIG. -6 is a sectional view taken substantially on lines 

6-6 as shown in FIG. 5. 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of another modi?cation, 

in the shape of a hockey puck, the container being closed. 
FIG. 8 is a sectional view taken substantially on the 

lines 8—8 of FIG. 7, the container being open to expose 
the photographs contained therein. 
FIG. 9 is a sectional view taken substantially on the 

lines 9-9 as shown in FIG. 8. 
FIG. 10 is a side elevation of another modi?cation, in 

the shape of a basketball. 
FIG. 11 is a side elevation of another modi?cation, in 

the shape of a socker football. 
Referring to the drawings, the container generally 

designated 10 and shown in FIGS. 1-3 is in the general 
size and shape of a baseball. It includes two hollow 
hemispherical sections 11 and 12 connected by an over 
center spring hinge 13. When the sections are closed at 
the joint 14 there is a generally spherical chamber or 
enclosure 15 de?ned therein. Photographs 16, each circu 
lar in outline, and each showing a different baseball 
player, are mounted within the enclosure 15. A retainer 
rib 17 formed integrally with the section 12 receives a 
peripheral aperture or notch 18 provided on each photo 
graph. The rib 17 extends at right angles to the axis of 
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the hinge 13 so that all of the photographs remain in 
upright position when the section 11 is moved to open 
position as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3. The notches 18 co 
operate with the retainer rib 17 to prevent accidental dis 
placement of the photographs 16, but permit withdrawal 
of any or all of the photographs 16 from the container 
10 when it is open. 
The container 20 shown in FIGS. 4-6 is in the shape 

of an American football, a prolate spheroid of revolu 
tion, but otherwise it is of the same general construc 
tion as the device of FIGS. 1-3, previously described. 
It is smaller than a football, however, and more nearly 
approximates the size of a baseball. It includes two hol 
low sections 21 and 22 connected by an overcenter spring 
hinge 23. When the sections are closed at the joint 24 
there is a chamber, or enclosure 25 de?ned therein. Photo 
graphs 26, each oblong in shape, and each showing a 
different football player, are mounted within the enclo 
sure 25. A retainer rib 27 formed integrally with the sec 
tion 22 and at right angles to the long axis of the foot— 
ball receives a peripheral aperture or notch 28 provided 
on each photograph. The rib 27 extends at right angles 
to the hinge 23 and to the long axis of the football so 
that all of the photographs remain in upright position 
when the section 21 is moved to open position, as shown 
in FIGS. 5 and 6. The notches 28 cooperate with the 
retainer rib 17 to prevent accidental displacement of the 
photographs 26, but permit withdrawal of any or all of 
the photographs 26 from the container when it is open. 
The container 30 shown in FIGS. 7-9 is in the shape 

of a puck used in hockey, and is similar in construction 
to the containers previously described. It includes two 
sections 31 and 32 connected by an overcenter spring 
hinge 33. When the sections are closed at the joint 34 
there is a chamber or enclosure 35 de?ned therein. Photo 
graphs 36, each circular in shape, and each showing a 
di?erent hockey player, are mounted within the enclo 
sure 35. A pair of retainer ribs or posts 37 are formed 
integrally with the section 31 and at right angles to the 
hinge axis. These posts 37 receive peripheral apertures 
38 provided on each photograph 36, and thus serve to 
hold all of the photographs in upright position when the 
section 31 is moved to upright position, as shown in 
FIGS. 8 and 9. The apertures 38 cooperate with the 
posts 37 to prevent accidental displacement of the photo 
graphs 36, but permit them to be withdrawn from the 
container 30 when it is open. 
The basketball photograph container of FIG. 10 and 

the socker football photograph container of FIG. 11 are 
each constructed and each operate in the manner de 
scribed in detail in connection with FIGS. l-3. The con 
tainer of FIG. 10 contains photographs of basketball 
players, and the container of FIG. 11 contains photo 
graphs of socket football players. 

Having fully described my invention, it is to be under 
stood that I am not to be limited to the details herein set 
forth ‘but that my invention is of the full scope of the 
appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a novelty device of the type described, the com 

bination of: a pair of housing elements shaped to de?ne 
an enclosure, a hinge connecting said elements for pivotal 
movement about the hinge axis, a series of photographs 
of the same size and shape, means for supporting the 
photographs in planes parallel to the hinge axis, said 
means comprising a retainer means provided on one of 
said housing elements within the enclosure and shaped 
to receive apertures in the photographs, said housing ele 
ments being movable about the hinge axis from a closed 
position in which the photographs are contained within 
the enclosure to an open position in which the photo 
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graphs may be individually withdrawn from the retainer 
means. 

2. The combination set forth in claim 1 wherein the 
pair of housing elements when closed de?ne a prolate 
spheroid of revolution, and wherein the photographs are 
substantially elliptical. - 

3. The combination set forth in claim 1 in which the 
enclosure is in the form of‘a cylinder with closed ends, 
and wherein the photographs are substantially circular. 

4. In a spherical container for photographs, the com 
bination of: a pair of hollow hemispherical elements 
shaped to de?ne an enclosure, a hinge connecting said 
elements for pivotal movement about the hinge axis, a 
series of circular photographs, means for supporting the 
photographs in planes parallel to the hinge axis, said 
means comprising a retainer ri'b provided on one of said 
housing elements within the enclosure and shaped to re 
ceive notches in the photographs, one notch being pro 
vided on the periphery of each photograph, said hous 
ing elements being movable about the hinge axis from a 
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closed position in which the photographs are contained 
within the enclosure to an open position in which the 
photographs may be individually withdrawn from the 
retainer rib. 
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