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ABSTRACT: A double-ended, one-piece, plastic clothespin 
which includes a pair of juxtaposed, spaced-apart leg members 
joined by an integrally formed, transverse web at the midpoint 
of the leg members. The web is sufficient thickness and 
resiliency to provide the spring action for gripping of an article 
on a clothesline between a pair of spaced-apart legs provided 
at either end of the clothespin. 
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DOUBLE-ENDED PLASTIC CLOTHESPIN 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
This invention relates to a double-ended, one-piece, plastic 

clothespin, more particularly to a clothespin having an in‘ 
tegrally formed web-that provides both the attaching means 
for the legs and the spring means for the gripping action of the 
opposed legs. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
While double-ended clothespin are well known in the prior 

art, all prior double-ended clothespins have utilized separately 
formed leg members joined together by various means. 

In U.S. Pat. No. 1,875,461 the two halves of the clothespin 
are joined by a conventional helical spring means having arms 
extending toward opposite ends of the leg members. In US 
Pat. No. 2,615,221 the separately formed opposed leg mem 
bers are joined together by means of a transversely mounted 
helical spring or by a rubberband positioned at the midsection 
of the clothespin. US. Pat. No. 2,871,538 discloses a double 
ended clothespin wherein the two halves are joined by a pair 
of transversely positioned headed pins at the center of the 
clothespin. Additionally, leaf springs are provided on the ex 
terior of the leg members to provide additional clamping 
force. US. Pat. No. 3,137,906 discloses a two-ended 
clothespin having the separately formed leg members joined 
by means of a helical spring inserted in a bore provided cen 
trally of the leg members. The two-ended clothespin disclosed 
in U.S.' Pat. No. 3,084,410 utilizes two separately formed leg 
members joined together by means of a double-headed hinge 
pin having coil springs positioned between each head member 
and each leg member of the clothespin. 

Single-piece, injection-molded, plastic clothespins are dis 
closed in US. Pat. Nos. 2,562,751; 2,591,477 and 3,305,904. 
The double-ended clothespins of the prior art are charac 

terized in that they require two separate leg members to be 
joined by springs or pins or combinations thereof which entail 
added expense in forming the separate members and then as 
sembling these members into the ?nished clothespin. The one 
piece, single-ended, plastic clothespins used heretofore, of 
course, do not provide the advantage inherent in a double 
ended clothespin. 

Double-ended clothespins can be readily af?xed to a 
clothesline without the necessity of changing ends on the 
clothespin as often occurs when utilizing the conventional sin 
gle-ended clothespin. The clothespin of the present invention 
provides the advantage in that it can be applied to the article 
on the clothesline using either end thereof. Additionally, the 
present clothespin has the following advantages: it has a spring 
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action similar to the conventional clothespin; provides a - 
smooth, snagproof surface; is not damaged by exposure to 
weather; can be mass produced economically by injection 
molding; and‘involves no hand assembly operations what 
soever. ‘ 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention there is provided a 
novel, double-ended, one-piece, plastic clothespin which can 
be conveniently made by injection molding a resilient plastic 
material. The clothespin includes a pair of juxtaposed, elon 
gated, spaced apart leg members. The leg members are joined 
together by an integrally formed, transverse web provided 
between the opposite ends of the two leg members. The leg 

‘ members and web de?ne an outwardly directed, article 
receiving slot at each end of the clothespin. The web is of suf 
ficient width and thickness to resiliently oppose spreading 
apart of the pair of leg members at either end thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective, elevational view of a double-ended 
clothespin constructed in accordance with the present inven 
tion; 
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2 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the double-ended clothespin of the 

present invention; 
FIG. 3 is a side view of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a longitudinal, sectional view taken along the line 

4-4 ofFlG. 2; and 
FIG. 5 is an end view of FIG. 3. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring now to FIGS. 1-5, one embodiment of a double 
ended clothespin of the present invention is depicted and 
designated generally by the reference numeral 10. The 
clothespin includes a pair of identical leg members 11a and 
11b joined together by a centrally positioned, integrally 
formed transverse web 12. The central portions 13-13 of the 
leg members are disposed substantially parallel to each other 
and are preferably integrally formed with and joined to the 
transverse web 12. However, if desired, the web may be in 
tegrally formed on one leg and subsequently attached to the 
other leg member by any suitable means. The inner portions 
13-13 are preferably thicker than the outer portions 14- 14. 
The outer portions 14-14 of the leg members diverge at each 
end of the clothespin to provide inwardly tapering clothes 
receiving slots 15-15. As seen in FIGS. 1, 3 and 5, outer wall 
portions 14-14 have inner wall surfaces 16-16 which are 
flat and smooth to provide a snag-free surface for contacting 
clothing, etc. The inner walls 17-17 of the central portions 
~13-13 are provided with transverse, opposed, arcuate 
recesses 18-18 adapted to receive the clothesline and tightly 
grip the article suspended by the clothespin. The innermost 
portions of the inner walls 17-17 are provided with substan 
tially ?at, parallel walls 19-19 which merge into the arcuate 
wall 20 of the web 12. If desired, the parallel walls 19-19 may 
be provided with an additional set of opposed, arcuate 
recesses. 

Each leg member is provided with an integrally formed, lon 
gitudinally extending, reinforcing rib 21 on its outer wall. The 
rib 21 provides rigidity and reinforcement to each of the leg 
members 11a and 11b. The rib permits the use of thinner walls 
in both the central and outer portions of the leg members 
thereby reducing the quantity of plastic material necessary to 
form the clothespin yet providing the leg members with suffi 
cient rigidity to provide a secure gripping action. 
The web 12 preferably extends across the full width of each 

of the opposed leg members; however, it may be less than full 
width if sufficient spring action is still provided. The thickness 
of the web 12 taken together with the rigidity of the plastic 
material from which the clothespin is made determines the 
spring action exerted by the opposed jaws of the clothespin. 
This thickness can be readily determined by experimental 
means. 

The clothespin of the present invention is preferably made 
from rigid or semirigid plastic materials having high impact 
and ?exural strengths and a low fatigue factor. Many of the 
commercially available plastic materials are suitable for form 
ing the clothespin by injection molding. Among the suitable 
plastic materials are thermoplastics such as high-impact 
polystyrene, polypropylene, high-density polyethylene, polyvi 
nyl chloride, acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene copolymers, 
polycarbonates, polyformaldehydes, polyamides and 
polymethacrylates. Additionally, injection-moldable, ther 
mosetting plastic materials may be used such as phenol-for 
maldehyde resins or melamine-formaldehyde resins and 
others. 

In one exemplary form of the clothespin of the present in 
vention made by injection-molding polypropylene, the 
clothespin had an overall length of 2% inches. The opposed 
leg members were seven-sixteenths inch wide and the rein 
forcing rib was one-sixteenth inch thick. The clothespin had a 
thickness measured from the top portions of the ribs of 
nineteen thirty-seconds inch. The slot 15 was thirteen thirty 
seconds inch wide at the outer ends of the opposed leg mem 
bers. The web 12 had a minimum thickness of three thirty 



3 
seconds inch and extended the full seven~sixteenths inch width 
of the clothespin. The slot 15 had a minimum dimension of 
nine sixty-fourths inch at the inner end thereof. 
From the foregoing it can be readily seen that the double 

ended clothespin of the present invention provides a 
clothespin which is readily mass produced very economically 
by injection-molding techniques. Additionally, the clothespin 
provides the advantage of strong gripping action yet does not 
involve the use of separate springs and uses a minimum quan 
tity of plastic material in each clothespin. The clothespin may 
be produced in attractive, bright colors which are resistant to 
fading. ‘ 
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What is claimed is: 
1. In a double-ended, one-piece, plastic clothespin the com 

bination comprising: a pair of generally rectangular, opposite 
ly disposed, spaced-apart leg members; an integrally formed, 
transverse web joining said pair of legs at their midpoint, said 
leg members having central portions with ?at, parallel, outer 
wall surfaces, and ?at, parallel, inner wall surfaces extending 
from said transverse web outwardly and terminating in op 
positely disposed, arcuate recesses; said leg members having 
identical terminal portions extending outwardly from each 
end of said central portion, which terminal portions each have 

, ?at, nonparallel, outwardly diverging, inner and outer wall While there has been described what is at present con- ‘ 
sidered preferred embodiments of the present invention, it will 
be apparent to those skilled in the art that various changes and 
modi?cations may be made without departing from the es 
sence of the invention. 
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surfaces; and an integrally formed, transversely projecting, 
centrally positioned rib with a flat top wall attached ‘to and ex 
tending the full length of the outer wall of each leg. 

' * Ill * * ii 
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