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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A device for supporting a plurality of interchangeable 

plates, each having a keyword used for constructing a 
communicative sentence or phrase. The device of the 
present invention is directed toward providing the 
stranded occupants of a motor vehicle in distress a way 
to intelligently communicate to‘ passersby the extent and 
nature of the particular problem. 

BACKGROUND‘ OF THE INVENTION 

(1) Field of the invention 

This invention relates to sign exhibiting and more par 
ticularly, to changeable exhibitors having interchangeable 
plates. 

('2) Description of the prior art 
The concept of suspending a plurality of interchange 

able plates, each having indicia thereon prevailed prior 
to the turn of the century as evidenced by the Heitzman 
Patent, No. 381,472. Since that time, numerous inven 
tions have ‘been patented each of which employ an inter 
locking systemv for suspending a plurality of plates in a 
vertical array. Such patents. that are known by applicant 
to exist are: The Harding Patent No. 1,009,409; the 
Fetters Patent No. 1,418,144; the Meurisse ‘Patent No. 
1,467,140; the Fetters Patent No. 1,478,511; the Fair 
banks Patent No. 1,866,554 and the Hirschhorn Patent 
No. 2,509,059. Each of the above patents pertain to dis 
playing advertising indicia which may be changed ac 
cording to varying circumstances, i.e., restaurant menus, 
different ?avored ice cream, etc. The Falconbridge et al. 
Patent No. 3,455,044 pertains to a vehicle sign having a 
plurality of leaves, each having indicia which may be 
displayed like the separate pages of a book, for placard 
ing a truck, i.e., explosives or ?ammable material. The 
Dinstbir Patent No. 3,237,330 pertains to a warning de 
vice for vehicles which is intended to be attached to the 
horizontal surface of the dashboard portion of the 
vehicle and has indicia to remind the driver of the vehicle 
to turn on and off the headlights of his vehicle, i.e., 
lights on. The Lawlor Patent No. 2,933,841 pertains to 
a highway distress signal which is mountable in conjunc 
tion with a vehicle window for conveying a message of 
distress on both faces thereof. None of the above inven 
tions can be considered to provide the stranded occupants. 
of a motor vehicle in distress a suitable means to in 
telligently communicate with the use of interchangeable 
plates, to passersby the extent and nature of the particular 
problem. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed towards overcoming 
the heretofore-mentioned and other disadvantages in prior 
devices. The important feature of the present invention is 
that it provides the occupants of a motor vehicle a means 
of communicating to the passersby the extent and nature 
of their particular problem. The white handkerchief tied 
to a door handle or radio antenna has, merit as a dis 
tress signal but is ineffective in many respects, as was 
recognized by the Lawlor Patent 2,933,841 which pro 
vided the stranded occupant a means of conveying a 
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specific message. The present invention enables the 
stranded occupant to assemble a plurality of plates hav 
ing indicia thereon that collectively constructs a sentence 
or phrase. For example, displaying the words “Help 
Need Gas” would prompt a larger group of passersby 
to offer assistance because each motorist is provided with 
the elements of the problem, enabling him to assess the 
situation and determine has ability to render assistance. 
‘Likewise, displaying the words “Help Need Doctor” 
would prompt not only doctors and nurses to stop to 
render their professional assistance, but it also‘ would 
convey the seriousness of the problem to other passersby, 
causing them also to stop, assess the situation, inform 
the stranded occupant of their intentions which un 
doubtedly would include obtaining the proper assistance 
in an expeditious manner. 
The device is adapted to -be secured to‘ the rear of 

vehicles, i.e., a truck, a station wagon or the opened end 
of a trunk deck lid of the typical passenger car. In un 
usual situations, the device could be held in the hands of 
a person standing along the highway or it may be tied 
to any object near the vehicle in distress, i.e., a telephone 
pole or the like. The device of the present invention would 
also be extremely bene?cial to highway patrolmen or the 
like, enabling one police officer to perform the dual 
function of communicating to the approaching traffic, 
e.g., “Accident Drive Carefully” or “Danger Wreck 
Ahead Caution Merge Left” and at the same time, be 
free to fully engage himself in the problem. 
A feature of the present invention is to provide a plu 

rality of plates having different indicia thereon which 
comprise a set. The set includes sufficient words which 
may be arranged so that collectively they construct a 
sentence or phrase for communicating the nature of sub 
stantially all anticipated situations involving the vehicle 
and its occupants. :A plurality of appropriate plates are 
selected from the set and are secured to the vehicle by 
a novel pair of holding straps. The upper end of each 
strap is preferably secured to a smooth surface of the 
vehicle by a typical suction cup which is secured to each 
of the two straps and the lower ends of the straps are 
secured by a string or the like to- convenient appendage 
of the vehicle, e.g., the bumper or the like. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 shows the device of the present invention fully 
assembled, using only six of the plates and is prominently 
displayed on the rear of a 'vehicle. 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the elongated 
holding strap‘. 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the elongated holding 

strap taken as on line III—III of FIG. 2-. 
FIG. 4 is a front elevational view of the assembled 

device with portions broken away. 
FIG. 5 is a sectional view of the assembled device taken 

as on the line V—V of FIG. 4. 
FIG. 6 is a sectional view of the annular locking clasp 

portion of the holding strap taken as on the line VI—VI 
of FIG. 2. 

‘FIG. 7 is a sectional view of the annular locking clasp 
portion engaged around the stud portion taken as on the 
line VII—VII of FIG. 4. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The device 11 of the present invention includes a 
plurality of interchangeable sign plates 13 each having 
indicia or a key word 15 imprinted or otherwise provided 
on at least one face thereof used collectively for con 
structing a communicative sentence or phrase. The device 
11 also includes a pair of holding straps 17, 19 which sup 
port the plurality of plates 13 in a vertical array and 
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have removably attached at the upper ends thereof a pair 
of typical suction cups 21, 23. 

lEach plate 13, having identical dimensions and four 
identically spaced holes 25 with one hold 25 adjacent each 
corner thereof, is interchangeable with the other. The 
indicia 15 is preferably of a color having a high contrast 
with the background and preferably has a high re?ector 
izing character of the incident lighting from oncoming 
headlights. Thus, it presents a conspicuous and legible 
message during the hours of darkness and restricted visi 
bility. 
The two holding straps 17, 19, formed from a low 

density polyethylene plastic or like substance having con 
siderable resiliency, have identical structure and shape 
with the one strap 17 intended for the left side of the 
vehicle 27, as best viewed in FIGS. 1 and 2. The other 
strap 19 is inverted for attachment to the right side of the 
vehicle '27. ‘Since the straps 17, 19 are identical in every 
respect, a detailed description of the strap 17 is intended 
to include the strap 19. 
The elongated holding strap 17 includes the suction cup 

21 which is removably attached at the upper end thereof. 
A metallic threaded shank portion 29 is molded into the 
suction cup 21 at the one end with the other end of the 
shank 29 protruding through a suitable aperture 31 
adjacent the upper end of the strap 17 and is removably 
secured thereto by a knurled annular nut 33. The lower 
end of the strap 17 has an aperture 35 for receiving a string 
37, or the like, which is used to anchor the lower end of 
the device 11 to any suitable appendage of the vehicle 
27, such as a bumper 39, thus obviating a tendency for 
billowing or kiting due to strong wind currents. The 
strap 17 also includes a plurality of strapettes 41, the 
longitudinal axes of which are perpendicular to the 
longitudinal axis of the strap 17. The strapettes 41 are 
attached at one end to the same edge of the strap 17, 
preferably being molded concurrently therewith, at a uni 
formly interspaced distance. Each strapette 41 has a pair 
of gussets 43, 45, preferably being molded concurrently 
therewith, which give added strength to the root thereof. 
The strapettes 41 extend outwardly, substantially parallel 
one with the other, to an annular locking clasp 47, thence 
terminate at a protruding tab portion 49. 
The locking clasps 47 have a hole 51 which is de?ned by 

a beveled or frusto-conical surface substantially as de 
picted in FIGS. 2, 6. Each clasp 47 forms one portion 
of a securing means or lock 52 and a corresponding stud 
53 for each clasp 47 forms the other portion of lock 52. 
The studs 53 are positioned at the converging center lines 
of the holding strap 17 and the strapettes 41. It should be 
understood that the interspacing distance between adjacent 
studs 53 is equal to the spacing between the two holes 
25 at the ends of the plates 13, with each plate 13 having 
identical structure and spacing of holes 25. The stud 53 
protrudes outwardly from the surface of the strap 17 ‘with 
the longitudinal axis thereof being perpendicular to the 
plane of the strap 17 and is bonded thereto, preferably 
being molded concurrently therewith. 

Positioned intermediate the length of the stud 53, is an 
annular recess 55 into which the clasp 47 is snapped, as 
will be better understood in the description to follow, to 
constrain the locking clasp 47. The end of the stud 53 is 
rounded to facilitate receiving the locking clasp 47. The 
hole 51, being beveled, has a large diameter 57 on the 
one side and a small diameter 59 on the other. The 
strapettes 41, having considerable resiliency, may be 
doubled so that hole 51 may be forced to encircle the 
stud 53. The locking clasp 47, having been made with the 
large diameter 57 ?rst encountering the stud 53 when the 
strapette 41 is doubled, frictionally grips the stud 53. The 
large diameter 57 of the locking clasp 47 substantially 
equals the diameter of the stud 53 and the small diameter 
59 substantially equals the reduced diameter of the an 
nular recess 55, The inward taper of the ‘walls of the 
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hole 51 permits the clasp 47 to easily slip over the rounded 
end of the stud 53, thus expanding the small diameter 59 
until reaching its locking position as shown in FIG. 7. 
Conversely, the clasp 47 does not so readily move from 
the locked position because the small diameter 59 ?rst 
encounters the sharp rising wall of the annular recess 55, 
thus providing a positive locking device. The tab portion 
49 facilitates disengaging the clasp 47 from the stud 53. 
This is easily accomplished by gripping the tab portion 
49 between the thumb and ?nger and applying a lifting 
force. 
The device 11 would preferably be carried at all times 

in the vehicle 27. When an incident develops that would 
create a necessity for displaying the device 11, the user 
would select from the set of plates 13 the appropriate 
words 15 which collectively convey the most desirable 
message. The two straps 17, 19 are arranged substantially 
parallel with each other so that the strapettes 41 are 
directed outwardly and the suction cups 21, 23 are at the 
uppermost ends thereof. The appropriate studs 53 are 
inserted through the apertures 25 in each plate 13 so that 
the plates 13 overlay the straps 17, 19 as best viewed in 
FIG. 4. yEach of the intermediate plates 13 have a margin 
overlapping the adjacent plate 13, accordingly, each stud 
53 has sut?cient length to receive two plates 13, as here 
tofore described, the strapettes 41 are doubled back over 
the end of each plate 13 and the locking clasp 47 is forced 
over the stud 53 until the small diameter 59 encircles the 
recess 55 to lock the plates in place. The device 11 is 
then preferably secured to the rear of the vehicle. How 
ever, certain situations may dictate otherwise, e.g., attach 
ing the device 11 to a telephone pole, etc. Assuming the 
preferred method of securing the device 11 is appropos, 
the suction cups 21, '23 are pressed on any smooth surface 
of the ‘vehicle, i.e., on the rear glass of station wagons or 
the like and on the smooth surface of an opened truck 
deck lid of a typical sedan-type vehicle, the object being 
to erect the plane of the plates 13 in a substantially ver 
tical position. The two strings 37, or the like, are tied to 
suitable appendage, such as the bumper 39, thus prevent 
ing billowing or kiting from strong wind currents. 

Although the invention has been described and illus 
trated with respect to a preferred embodiment thereof, it 
is to be understood that it is not to be so limited since 
changes and modi?cations may be made therein which 
are within the full intended scope of this invention. 

I claim: 
_1. The combination with a vehicle of a message ex 

hibitor comprising a pair of straps, a pair of mounting 
means respectively attached to said straps adjacent the 
upper ends thereof mounting said straps on a vehicle with 
said straps depending from said mounting means in paral 
lel ‘spaced apart relationship, a plurality of plates each 
having indicia on at least one face thereof, said plates 
being arranged in a vertical row with the indicia thereon 
collectively providing a message from the occupants of 
said vehicle to passersby and with the opposite ends of 
each of said plates respectively being contiguous with said 
straps, each of said plates being provided with apertures 
adjacent said straps, a plurality of lock means respec 
tively attached to said straps and extending through said 
apertures in said plates for removably securing said plates 
to said straps. 

2. A sign exhibitor comprising a pair of straps, a pair 
of mounting means respectively attached to said straps 
adjacent the upper ends thereof for mounting said straps 
on a vehicle or the like with said straps depending from 
said mounting means in parallel spaced apart relation 
ship, a plurality of plates each having indicia on at least 
one face thereof, said plates being arranged in a vertical 
row with the indicia thereon collectively providing a mes 
sage and with the opposite ends of each of said plates 
respectively being contiguous with said straps, each of 
said plates being provided with apertures adjacent said 
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straps, a plurality of lock means respectively attached to 
said straps and extending through said apertures in said 
plates for removably securing said plates to said straps; 
each of said lock means including a stud attached to a 
said strap and projecting forwardly therefrom through a 
said aperture, and a resilient clasp having a hole there 
through, said clasp being removably ?tted over said stud 
on the outside of a said plate with said stud extending 
through said hole to retain said plate on said stud. 

3. The sign exhibitor of claim 2 in which said stud is 
provided with an annular recess into which said clasp 
is removably received. 

4. The sign exhibitor of claim 3 in which said hole in 
said clasp is de?ned by a frusto-conical surface with the 
large diameter thereof being substantially the same as the 
diameter of said stud and the small diameter thereof 
being substantially the same as the diameter of said an 
nular recess. 

5. The sign exhibitor of claim 4 in which is included a 
plurality of ?exible strappettes respectively joining said 
clasps with one of said straps, and in which each of said 
strapettes includes a tab portion at the distal end thereof. 

6. The sign exhibitor of claim 2 in which each of said 
mounting means includes a suction cup. 

7. The sign exhibitor of claim 2 which includes means 
attached to the lowermost one of said plates for holding 
down the lower end of said sign exhibitor. 

8. A sign exhibitor comprising a pair of ?exible straps, 
suction cup means respectively attached to said straps 
adjacent the upper ends thereof for mounting said straps 
on a vehicle or the like with said straps depending from 
said suction cup means in parallel spaced apart relation 
ship, a plurality of plates each having at least one word 
on at least one face thereof; said plates being arranged in 
a vertical row with adjacent edges thereof being in over 
lapping relationship with the words thereon collectively 
providing a message, and with the opposite ends of said 
plates overlapping said straps; each of said plates being 
provided with four apertures, two on each end of said 
plates through the portions thereof overlapping said 
straps; the apertures on the ends of said plates being 
spaced apart the same distance and at least one aperture 
on each end of ,said plates being in alignment with an 
aperture on an adjacent plate, a plurality of studs attached 
to said straps and projecting outwardly therefrom, said 
studs being spaced along said straps the same distance 
apart as the apertures on the ends of said plates, said studs 
respectively extending through said apertures, each of 
said studs being provided with an annular recess, a plu 
rality of ?exible strapettes respectively attached to said 
straps adjacent said studs and extending laterally out 
wardly therefrom, a plurality of resilient clasps respec 

15 

20 

25 

35 

40 

45 

6 
tively provided on said strapettes remote from said straps, 
each of said clasps having a hole therein, said strapettes 
being respectively doubled back towards said straps and 
said clasps being respectively received over said studs 
with said studs respectively extending through said holes 
to removably lock said plates in place on said straps. 

9. The sign exhibitor of claim 8 in which said stud is 
provided with an annular recess into which said clasp 
is removably received. 

10. The sign exhibitor of claim 9 in which said hole in 
said clasp is de?ned by a frusto-conical surface with the 
large diameter thereof being substantially the same as the 
diameter of said stud and the small diameter thereof 
being substantially the same as the diameter of said 
annular recess. 

11. A sign exhibitor comprising a pair of ?exible straps, 
suction cup means respectively attached to said straps ad 
jacent the upper ends thereof for mounting said straps 
on a vehicle or the like with said straps depending from 
said suction cup means in parallel spaced apart relation 
ship, a plurality of plates each having at least one word 
on at least one face thereof; said plates being arranged in 
a vertical row with adjacent edges thereof being in over 
lapping relationship with the words thereon collectively 
providing a message, and with the opposite ends of said 
plates overlapping said straps; each of said plates being 
provided with four apertures, two on each end of said 
plates through the portions thereof overlapping said straps; 
the apertures on the ends of said plates being spaced apart 
the same distance and at least one aperture on each end 
of said plates being in alignment with an aperture on 
an adjacent plate, a plurality of studs attached to said 
straps and projecting outwardly therefrom, said studs 
being spaced along said straps the same distance apart as 
the apertures on the ends of said plates, said studs re 
spectively extending through said apertures, and means 
engaging said studs for preventing accidental removal of 
said studs from said apertures. 
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