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ABSTRACT 0F THE DISCIJUSUIRE 
A foot rubber or boot is provided with an elongated 

pull tab extending rearwardly from the heel portion to 
permit the toe of the other foot to secure this tab to 
the iloor while lifting upon the shoe to remove the heel 
of the shoe from the heel portion of the rubber. The 
heel portion of the rubber is preferably provided with 
a liner or other rigid material adhered to the. inside of 
the normal flexible rubber material to render the heel 
portion rigid and stiff to facilitate the removal of the 
shoe but also the easy insertion of the heel of the shoe 
into the rubber ‘while in a standing position and without 
having to pull the rubber over the shoe from a sitting 
position. The pull tab can be again in the form of a 
vertically-extending loop which when collapsed is flat 
tened upon the ñoor by the toe and which when rubber 
is being Worn serve as a storage for a toe ñller body 
which can be used in the toe of the shoe to render the 
rubber tight upon the foot on certain occasions. For a 
further form of the invention a pull tab is anchored to 
the lower portion of the heel and extends upwardly over 
the outer surface of the heel portion and is retained by 
a transversely-extending elastic loop leaving the upper 
end of the tab accessible for placing the foot over the 
same and for lowering the pull tab to the ñoor to hold 
the rubber by the pull tab as the shoe is lifted from the 
rubber. 

This invention relates to rubbers and boots and more 
particularly to built-in boot jack means for the removal 
of the rubber or boot from the shoe. 

It is the principal object of the present invention to 
provide a simple built-in boot jack means for rubbers or 
boots to which a foot can be applied for the purpose 
of removing the rubber or boot from the shoe of the 
wearer and to render it much easier and quicker to take 
olf rubbers and boots. 

It is another object of the invention to provide in foot 
rubbers a stilfe-ning lining in the heel portion so as t0 
permit the insertion of the foot into the rubber while 
the rubber is on the floor and without the need of pulling 
rubbers on to the shoe but rather to force the shoe and 
foot into the rubber while the rubber is on the floor. 

It is still another object of this invention to provide 
a rubber which can be put on the foot without using the 
hands and with less time than is usually used in remov 
ing a rubber from the foot, the timel required being less 
than ten seconds. 

It is still another object of the invention to provide a 
rubber with a reinforcement of the heels providing for 
a stiff rubber heel portion which will facilitate the forc 
ing of the foot into the rubber and the removal of the 
rubber from the shoe. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide a 
rubber that can be readily placed on the shoe by forcing 
the shoe into the rubber while the rubber is on the floor 
and also wherein the rubber can be readily and easily 
removed from the shoe in which provision is provided, 
if the user desires the rubber to be tight upon the foot 
in a small toe filler that can be normally carried by 
the pull tab but removable therefrom can be inserted 
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into the toe of the rubber to cause the rubber to have a 
tight lit upon the shoe. 

Other objects of the invention is to provide a rubber 
or boot having the above objects in mind, which is a 
simple construction, easy to manufacture, adds to the 
life of the rubber or boot, eñicient and effective in use. 
For a better understanding of the invention, reference 

may be had of the following detailed description taken 
in connection with the accompanying drawing, in which: 

FIG. l is a perspective View of rubber foot wear em 
bodying the features of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged side elevational view of one of 
the rubbers with the heel portion broken away to show 
the construction thereof. 

IFIG. 3 is a top plan view of the rubber. 
FIG. 4 is an end elevational view thereof. 
FIG. 5 is a longitudinal sectional view of the full rub 

ber as viewed on line 5--5 of FIG. 3l. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the rigid liner for the 

heel removed from the rubber. 
FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a rubber employing a 

toe ñller adapted to be carried at the rear thereof by 
the rubber pulling tab. 

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional view 
of toe portion of the rubber as viewed on line 8-8 of 
FIG. 7. 

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the toe ñller removed 
from the rubber. 

lFIG. l0 is a rear perspective View of the rubber show 
ing the manner in which the toe iìller is carried by the 
loop pull tab of the rubber in its out-of-use position. 

FIG. 11 is a longitudinal sectional view of the heel 
portion of the rubber with the toe ñller removed from 
the loop tab and with the foot being applied to the loop 
for the ñller to remove the rubber from a heel of a 
shoe. 

FIG. l2 is a rear and side perspective view of a further 
modified form of the invention in which the pull tab is 
retained under a transversely-extending stretchable or 
elastic strap portion. 
FIG. 13 is a fragmentary side elevational view of the 

heel portion of FIG. 12 with illustration being made as 
to the manner in which the pull tab is rested upon the 
floor surface and the transverse strap is stretched to 
effect the pulling of the rubber from the shoe. 

FIG. 14 is a perspective view of' a pair of lightweight 
overshoes or boots having a pull tab of FIG. 12 located 
on the inner side of the boot and normally retained by 
a stretch loop, the stretch loop being stretched as the 
foot is applied to the tab and the shoe lifted from the 
boot, or the tab being removed from the loop to permit 
stepping upon more of the tab. 

Referring now particularly to FIGS. 1 to 6, there is 
shown a pair of rubbers 1S, 16 made of ordinary flexible 
or stretch rubber into >which a shoe 17 is extended when 
the rubber is worn which has a toe portion 18 and a 
drop heel portion 19. An integrally-formed pull tab 21 
extends rearwardly from the heel portion and is of such 
length, as illustrated in FIG. l, that the toe of the other 
foot can be applied to this tab and upon effecting the 
lifting action as illustrated in both FIGS. 1 and 2 of the 
shoe, the shoe will be lifted out of the rubber in a matter 
of seconds and the rubber readily made free of the foot. 
The toe portion 18 is preferably formed without the 

usual forward tongue so as to facilitate the insertion of 
the foot into the rubber. The usual tongue of the rubber 
is not needed for the pulling of the rubber on or off the 
shoe. In order to make easy the further insertion of the 
foot into the rubber, the heel portion is provided with a 
rigid or stiff liner 22 that lines the heel portion and gives 
to the same rigidity not provided by the rubber itself. 
The rigid liner will make the heel portion of the rubber 
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self-supporting when adhered or stitched to the inner wall 
of the heel portion so that the foot when placed in the toe 
portion of the rubber 18 can easily have the heel of the 
shoe of the wearer extended or slid downwardly into the 
heel portion of the rubber. In this manner, the rubber is 
made such that it cannot only be easily placed upon the 
shoe by the wearer from the full standing position, there 
by eliminiating the need for sitting down when applying 
the rubber to the shoe, but also permits easy sliding of 
the heed out of the heel portion as shown in FIG. 2, when 
the pull tab 21 is stepped upon to effect pulling of the 
rubber from the shoe. 

This piece 22 can be sewn into the heel portion. The 
liner is preferably made from plastic material which is 
much more rigid than the heel rubber so that the heel por 
tion 19 when the liner is in place will be held vertically 
extended will become rigid. This renders the rubber heel 
portion self-supporting and facilitates greatly the insertion 
thereinto and removal of the shoe heel therefrom. Thus, 
the rigid liner 22 not only facilitates the placing of the 
rubber over the shoe heel but helps to permit the easy 
detachment of the heel portion from the shoe heel when 
the pull tab 21 is stepped upon and the rubber held in 
place upon the floor as the heel of the shoe is lifted. 

Liner 22 has the shape of the heel and is flanged or 
flared at its top as indicated at 23 to overlie the upper 
edge of the heel portion 19 of the rubber. This liner is of 
such size, or can be cut to such size as to lay fully within 
a depressed heel sole 24 with its forward edges 25 and 26 
terminating at the forward end of the heel depression and 
these forward portions 25 and 26 are preferably tapered 
to fit clearly and to eliminate any edge obstruction when 
stepping into the shoe or upon removing the rubber from 
the shoe. The height of the liner 22 is the height of the 
heel portion »19 so that its daring 23 lies over the upper 
edge of the heel portion. The liner not only can be secured 
by cementing the same to the inner face of the heel por 
tion but also by stitching such as indicated at 27 just 
beneath the flaring 23 and around the full extent of the 
liner. 
While these rubbers have been described for the pro 

vision of a liner 22, or 34, it should be understood that 
this liner effect can be provided in the heel by a more solid 
layer of material molded into the heel portion or by a coat 
ing of rigid plastic material sprayed into the inside of the 
rubber and upon hardening serving to provide the rigidity 
that is needed for the proper use of the rubber with the 
foot for these purposes of placing the rubber upon the foot 
and for the removal of the same. Also, the heel portion of 
the rubber can be made itself of any composition of ma~ 
terial that would make it rigid and surfaced to permit easy 
sliding of the heel of the shoe thereover upon insertion 
and removal thereof. 

Referring now to FIGS. 7, 8, 9 and 10, there is shown 
a rubber 31 constructed according to another form of the 
invention which has a toe portion 32 and a heel portion 
33. Within the heel portion is a liner 34 of rigid material 
serving to support the rubber heel portion 33. On the rear 
of the heel portion 33, there is a pull loop 36 which can 
be ñattened as shown in FIG. 1l to serve as a tab that can 
be stepped on by the other and which serves as a storage 
device for a solid toe filler 37 that can be put in the toe 
of a shoe as illustrated ‘in FIGS. 7 and 8 so that the rubber 
while being cut loose to render the rubber more easy t0 
put on and remove can be made more tight by the toe 
filler 37. This toe filler is preferably convexly curved on 
its face to conform with the toe of the rubber and as 
indicated at 38 and is inwardly or concavely curved on 
its inner face 39 to accommodate the toe of the shoe. 
When it is desired to have the rubbers tight upon the foot 
for long wear or wear in mud or deep snow, this toe filler 
37 can ybe used. At other times when the rubber may soon 
be removed and it is not necessary to have tight wear of 
the rubber, this filler 37 is stored in the elastic pull loop 36 
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that can be stretched to easily accommodate the toe filler. 
As best seen in FIG. l0, the toe filler is put within the loop 
36 so that its shoe toe face 39 is fiush against the rounded 
exterior face of the heel portion 33 of the rubber. 

Referring now to FIGS. 12, and 13, a rubber 41 has a 
heel portion 42 to which a pull tab 43 is molded at the 
base of the heel portion and extends normally upwardly 
therefrom through an elastic loop 44 extended across the 
rear of the heel portion and providing for an upper flexi 
ble end 45 which can be reached by the toe of another 
rubber and pulled downwardly as shown in FIG. 13 
with the elastic loop 44 stretching and the heel portion 
pulled rearwardly to release the heel of the shoe from the 
rubber heel portion 42. Upon release of the tab 43 the 
stretched elastic 44 will return the pull tab 43 to its normal 
flush engagement with the rear of the heel portion and 
out of the way. An advantage of this tab is that it does not 
interfere with walking and is automatically held ñush 
upon the heel portion of the rubber when not being used. 

In FIG. 14, there is shown flexible cover boot or over 
shoe provided with a similar pull tab to that of FIGS. 13 
and 14 which instead of being located on the rear of the 
heel portion is located on the side of the boot as indicated 
by 51. This tab 51 is molded or adhered to the side of the 
boot 52 and its end extends upwardly through an elastic 
loop 53 to render adjustable its upper end 54. The toe of 
the other foot can readily step upon the end 54 and the 
elastic loop 53 drawn to the floor with the stretching of the 
loop 53 so that the heel of the boot is held down while 
the shoe is being lifted from the boot. It should be under 
stood that the tab 51 can be removed also with a greater 
pulling upward by simply withdrawing the end of the tab 
54 from the end of the loop 53 as illustrated. There has 
been provided rubbers and boots with built-in boot jack 
means to which a foot can be readily applied in effecting 
the pulling of the shoe from the rubber, the rubber being 
sustained upon the floor or ground by the foot pressing 
against a heel tab carried on the heel portion of the rub 
ber or boot. 

It should also be understood that by the provision of a 
rigid liner filling the heel that the action of pulling the rub 
ber or boot can be more easily effected since the shoe 
heel can slide easily over the heel portion of the rubber. 
And that also the provision of this relatively rigid liner 
that the shoe heel can be extended into the rubber without 
the need for pulling the rubber over the shoe and While 
in a standing position with the rubber being kept flat upon 
the floor. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A rubber boot or the like to provide a covering for 

shoes comprising a toe portion and a heel portion, a pull 
tab on the heel portion comprising a collapsible loop 
adapted to be stepped upon by the toe of the other foot 
and a toe filler conforming in shape generally to the in 
terior of the toe of the rubber and to the toe of a shoe, said 
filler being adapted to be stored through the loop tab 
puller, one of its faces conforming generally to the con 
tour of the rear surface of the heel portion. 

2. A rubber boot or the like serving to provide a cover 
ing for shoes comprising a toe portion and a heel portion, 
a pull tab secured to the bottom of the heel portion and 
extending upwardly over the heel portion, means asso 
ciated with the heel portion and the tab to hold the tab 
in its vertically-extended position upwardly over the heel 
portion, said tab having an upper end engageable by the 
toe of the shoe of the other foot and being bendable 
downwardly when the other foot is applied to the upper 
end of the tab to substantially extend the tab and provide 
a good grip of the toe of the other shoe thereupon and 
said associated means serving to automatically return the 
tab to its position over the heel when the other shoe is 
removed from the tab. 

3. A rubber boot or the like serving to provide a 
covering for a shoe as defined in claim 2 and said asso 
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ciated means comprising a transversely extending elastic 
loop surrounding the tab, said loop being stretchable. 

4. A rubber boot or the like serving to provide a cover 
ing for a shoe as deñned in claim 1 and a rigid liner con 
forming in shape to the interior of the face of the heel 
portion and secured thereto, said liner being of relatively 
rigid sheet material to stiifeu the rubber heel portion. 

5. A rubber boot or the like serving to provide a cover 
ing for a shoe as defined in claim 4 and said liner being 
ñared outwardly and of a height adapted to permit the 
flaring of the liner and to extend over the upper edge of 
the heel portion, the ñaring serving to facilitate the inser 

tion of the heel of the shoe into the heel portion of the 
rubber boot or lthe like. 
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