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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A key tag including a holder molded in a one-piece con 
struction having outwardly extending tongues formed as 
an integral part thereof, each of the tongues including a 
free end that is foldable for connection to the holder and 
having a key ring mounted thereon, at least one of the 
tongues having the free end thereof releasably connected 
to the holder so that the key ring located on the releasable 
tongue may be removed from engagement with the holder 
as desired. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a key tag of the type 
that has a key ring permanently secured thereto on which 
a plurality of keys are received, a second key ring on 
which a selected key is received, being secured to the key 
tag for removal therefrom as desired. 
Key tags having releasable key rings have been known 

in various forms heretofore. One of the more popular 
types of snap-apart key tags included a plunger mecha 
nism that was inserted into a socket of a main body por 
tion and secured therein by a locking device, the plunger 
mechanism having a key ring threaded therein with keys 
secured thereon. When pressure was applied to the plunger 
mechanism it was released from the socket, thereby pro 
viding for removal of the key ring attached to the plunger 
mechanism from the main body portion. Other forms of 
snap-apart key tags have also been employed, and in 
cluded variations in the manner in which the releasable 
key ring was secured to the main key holder. In all of 
these prior known constructions, the parts were normally 
constructed of metal materials and usually included some 
form of a complicated locking mechanism that necessarily 
‘increased the cost of the device. Because the locking 
mechanisms were formed of several parts that were inter 
connected, the possibility of malfunction or breaking of 
the unit was increased, and the expected life of such snap 
apart key tags was relatively short. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention comprises a relatively inexpen 
sive and uncomplicated key tag that is formed with a mini 
mum of parts and comprises essentially a one-piece holder 
molded of a plastic material and having outwardly ex 
tending tongues integrally joined thereto on opposed ends 
thereof. Each of the tongues has a free end that is folda 
ble for connection to the holder to form a loop, a key 
ring being mounted on the loop of each of the tongues. 
One of the tongues is releasably connected to the holder 
and, as disclosed herein, conventional snap fasteners are 
secured to the tongue and to the holder to provide for the 
releasable attachment of the tongue to the holder. Thus, 
when the key ring mounted on the releasable tongue is to 
be removed from the key tag, the snap fastener on the 
tongue is released from the complementary fastener on 
the holder and the key ring and the keys located thereon 
are free for disengagement from the holder and the other 
keys attached thereto. 

Accordingly, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a snap-apart key tag having a holder that is 
molded in a one-piece construction of a plastic material 
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2 
and having at least one tongue that is releasably connected 
to the holder, a key ring being mounted on the releasable 
tongue for removal from the holder when the tongue is 
disconnected therefrom. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a key tag 
comprising a holder that is molded in a one-piece con 
struction of a plastic material, the holder having tongues 
integrally molded on opposed ends thereof, one of the 
tongues having a snap fastener secured thereto and being 
adapted for releasable engagement with a complementary 
snap fastener secured to the holder. 

Other objects, features and advantages of the invention 
will become apparent as the description thereof proceeds 
when considered in connection with the accompany illus 
trative drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

In the drawing which illustrates the best mode presently 
contemplated for carrying out the present invention: 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the key tag embodied in 
the present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the key tag illus 
trated in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary side elevational view show 
ing the releasable tongue of the invention in the discon 
nected position thereof; and 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the key tag holder and 
tongues joined thereto as molded in a one-piece con 
struction. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring now to the drawing, and particularly to FIG. 
1, the key tag embodied in the present invention is gen 
erally indicated at 10 and includes a holder generally indi 
cated at 12 which, as illustrated in FIG. 4, is formed in a 
one-piece construction that includes a body portion 14 to 
which tongues 16 and 18 are integrally joined at opposed 
ends thereof. The holder 12 is preferably molded of a 
plastic material such as polyethylene, although it is under~ 
stood that any suitable plastic material can be used with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention. The body 
portion 14 of the holder 12 is illustrated as having a dia 
mon-shaped con?guration, although it is again understood 
that the con?guration of the body portion 14 is not critical 
to the invention and any geometric design as desired can 
be employed. 
The body portion 14 as molded is relatively rigid, al 

though it does have some ?exing characteristics, because 
of the inherent characteristics of the material from which 
it is molded. However, the thickness of the body portion 
14 is controlled such that if it is bent it wil return to the 
original con?guration thereof. It is further understood that 
the ?at surfaces of the body portion are of su?icient area 
to enable any suitable indicia or lettering to be imprinted 
thereon. As will be described, the tongues 16 and 18 are 
relativeliy ?exible and, in the position of use, are folded 
so asto de?ne loops. For this purpose, the thickness of the 
tongues as molded is somewhat reduced with respect to 
the thickness of the body portion 14, although the molding 
of the tongues 16 and 18 to the body portion 14 is con 
trolled such that the tongues are continuous with the body 
portion. 
As is apparent from the stated purpose of the invention 

and from the illustrations in the drawing, the device em 
bodied herein provides a convenient key retainer and in 
order to mount a plurality of keys on the key tag for at 
tachment thereto, the tongue 18 is folded over and the free 
end thereof as indicated at 20 is ?xed to the body portion 
14 of the holder 12 by a rivet 22. Folding of the tongue 18 
in the manner as illustrated de?nes a loop through which 
a key ring 24 extends, the ring 24 being secured in the 
loop prior to the attachment of the end 20 by the rivet 22 



3,620,057 
3 

to the holder 12. Any selected number of keys indicated 
at 26 may be mounted on the key ring 24, and it is under 
stood that the keys 26 as mounted on the ring 24 will be 
attached to the holder 12, unless they are physically re 
moved from the ring 24. 
On occasions it is desirable to selectively disengage a 

key from the key tag, such as when it is necessary to leave 
a key in the ignition of an automobile for use by a park 
ing lot attendant, or in other instances when it is necessary 
to remove a selected key from the key tag at frequent in 
tervals. In order to provide for this arrangement, the 
tongue 16 is formed with a female snap fastener 28 on 
the free end 30 thereof. Fixed to the body portion 14 of 
the holder 12 adjacent to the tongue 16 is a complemen 
tary male snap fastener 32 that is adapated to receive the 
female snap fastener 28 in engagement therewith. It is 
seen that when the tongue 16 is bent to the position illus 
trated in FIGS. 1 and 2 for locating the snap fastener 28 
in engagement with the complementary fastener ‘32, a loop 
is de?ned that receives a key ring 34 therein. The key ring 
34 is preferably of a smaller diameter than the ring 24 
since presumably only one or several keys wil be located 
thereon. As illustrated in the drawing, a single key 36 is 
mounted on the ring 34, and is removable therewith from 
engagement with the holder 12 by unsnapping the female 
fastener 28 from its engagement with the|male fastener 
32. The tongue 16 is then lifted upwardly as illustrated in 
FIG. 3 and the ring 34, together with the key 36 mounted 
thereon, is removed from engagement with the tongue, as 
further illustrated in phantom in FIG. 3. 

In use of the device, those keys indicated at 26 that are 
to be mounted for relative permanent use on the ring 24 
are located thereon by threading through the ends of the 
ring 24 in the usual manner. A key 36 that is to be re 
moved from the holder at relatively frequent intervals is 
attached to the ring 34 and the ring 34 is then placed on 
the tongue 16 which is locked in place by engagement of 
the female fastener 28 on the male fastener '30. When it 
is desired to remove the key 36 from the holder 12, the 
fastener 28 is disengaged from the fastener 32, which re 
leases the tongue 16 from the folded position thereof. The 
ring 34 is then lifted outwardly of the tongue 16 for dis 
engagement from the holder 12. It is understood that the 
ring 34 may thereafter be attached to the holder by thread 
ing it on the tongue 16 and folding the tongue and fasten 
ing the snap fastener 28 on the snap fastener 32. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A key tag comprising a holder that is molded in a 

one-piece constuction of a plastic material, said holder 
including a body portion substantially surrounded by a 
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peripheral edge, said body portion being generally ?at 
throughout its entire extent and without foldable portions 
joined thereto, said body portion having ?exing character 
istics but being of relatively stiff construction and of su?l 
cient thickness to resist deformation and being returnable 
to its original ?at condition if ?exed, outwardly extend 
ing tongues being molded integrally to said body portion 
on opposed ends thereof, each of said tongues having a 
smaller cross-sectional dimension than that of said body 
portion so as to be relatively ?exible for easy bending, 
each of said tongue having a free end that is foldable for 
connection to said body portion to de?ne a loop, a key 
ring mounted on the loop of each of said tongues, at least 
one of said tongues having the free end thereof releasably 
connected to said body portion, wherein the key ring 
mounted on said one tongue is removable therefrom when 
the free end of said one tongue is released from engage 
ment with said body portion. 

2. A key tag as set forth in claim 1, the other of said 
tongues being permanently secured to said body portion, 
wherein the key ring mounted on said other tongue is 
located thereon for permanent connection thereto. 

3. A key tag as set forth in claim 2, said one tongue 
having a snap fastener secured thereon, and a complemen 
tary snap fastener secured to the body portion of said 
holder and releasably receiving the snap fastener secured 
to said one tongue, wherein the key ring mounted on said 
one tongue is selectively removable from said holder as 
required. 

4. A key tag as set forth in claim 2, a rivet extending 
through said body portion and other tongnue for perman 
ently securing the free end of said other tongue to said 
body portion. 

5. A key tag as set forth in claim 1, a snap fastener 
secured to said one tongue adjacent to the free end thereof, 
and a complementary snap facstener secured to the body 
portion of said holder and releasably receiving the snap 
fastener secured to said one tongue, wherein the key ring 
mounted on said one tongue is selectively removable from 
said holder as required. 
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