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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A chin band having a central, elongated, slit receiving 
the bulged portion of a chin cup so that the band slit 
portions are arranged along the edges of the cup and con 
verge together and tightly extend through band receiving 
slots formed on the opposite ends of the chin cup, with 
the cup being slidably movable within the band slit for 
adjusting its position along the band. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

Protective helmets are conventionally provided with 
suitable chin straps to keep the helmet in position upon 
the wearer’s head. Chin straps used for certain types of 
athletic helmets, such as football helmets, wrestling 
helmets and the like, as well as for some types of driver 
protective helmets are formed with a chin receiving 
portion to position the chin strap across the point of 
the wearer’s chin for better security of the helmet upon 
the head. 
One form of such type chin strap is illustrated in 

the U.S. Patent to Keen, No. 2,898,596, granted Aug. 
11, 1959, wherein the chin strap is split so that the point 
of the chin extends through a gap or a slip at the central 
portion of the strap. 
Another form is illustrated in U.S. Pat. No. 2,867,811 

to Jones, granted Jan. 13, 1959, showing the use of a 
chin receiving cup positioned within the split portion of 
the chin strap or band. 

Another prior type of chin strap includes a plastic 
bulged chin cup secured to a band or strap which passes 
beneath it, rather than receiving it in a split area. 

In these prior types of chin straps, the positioning 
of the chin cup or slit in the band requires that the 
opposite ends of the strap be adjustable in length so as 
to center the cup upon the wearer’s chin. This requires 
adjustable buckles or fastening devices at each end of 
the strap. This presents both manufacturing problems 
as well as additional elements which can be easily un 
snapped or disconnected or released due to their adjust 
ability feature. 

‘In addition, where the strap or band is slit as described 
in the above mentioned patents, there is a tendency for 
the slit to enlarge when force is applied so as to in 
effect, rip the band from the center portion outwardly 
towards the ends. 
The invention herein relates to an improvement in the 

above types of chin straps. 

SUMMARY OF THE [INVENTION 

The chin strap herein contemplates the use of a hand 
having an elongated central slit which receives a plastic 
chin cup, with the band extending through end slots in 
the cup and the cup being slidably movable along the 
length of the band for centering it upon the wearer’s 
chin. The split sections of the band surround both 
edges of the cup and converge through the band receiv 
ing slots in the cup which are so sized as to hold the 
band against possible tearing or enlargement of the slit. 
Consequently, with this structure, one adjustable fastener 
for one end of the band is eliminated and a simple, non 
adjustable fastener may be used for that end, thereby 
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increasing the ability of the strap to remain in place 
and simultaneously decreasing its cost. 

In addition, the chin strap described herein may be so 
formed as to take advantage of sweat caused suction 
upon the wearer’s chin to ‘better hold the cup in position 
and resist dislodgment under externally applied impact 
or the like types of forces. 
These and other objects and advantages of this inven 

tion will become apparent upon reading the following 
description of which the attached drawings form a part. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the chin strap with 
the band and chin cup separated for illustrative purposes. 

IFIG. 2 is an enlarged front view of the chin strap with 
the parts assembled, and 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken in the direction 
of arrows 3—3‘ of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is a bottom view taken in the direction of 
arrows 4—4 of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of the band, per se, to a reduced 

scale. 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The chin strap 10‘ is formed of an elongated band 
and a bulged chin cup 12. The bands may be formed of 
any suitable, ?at strap material as is conventionally 
used. The chin cup is preferably formed of molded 
plastic which is semi?exible, that is, of a stiif but some 
what bendable sheet material, such as polyethylene or 
the like. Thus, it normally retains its shape but may be 
hent or deformed under suitable pressure. 

One end 13 of the band is provided with a non-ad 
rjustable type of fastener, such as either the male or 
female half 14 of a conventional snap fastener adapted 
to connect to the corresponding part mounted upon a 
conventional helmet. The opposite end 15 of the band 
is free so as to be engaged with an adjustable type of 
fastener, such as a conventional buckle type of fastener 
used on helmets. 
The chin strap may be used on any type of helmet, as 

for example, athletic helmets including football, wrestling, 
hockey and the like types of helmets. It likewise may be 
used on conventional protective helmets used by drivers, 
police o?icers and the like. The shape and style of the 
helmet upon which it is used is not relevant to the inven~ 
tion herein. 
The band 11 is provided with an elongated, centrally 

located slit 16 which thus separates the central portion of 
the band into two band sections 17 which receive between 
them the bulged portion 18 of the chin cup 12. 
As can be seen, the bulge portion 18 is deeply dished 

and elongated to form the approximate size and shape 
of the wearer’s chin and to receive the chin therein. The 
opposite side edges of the bulge portion are formed into 
integral side ?anges 19, with integral end ?anges 20 
formed on the opposite ends of the bulged portion. 
A pair of transversely arranged slots 21 are formed 

in each of the end ?anges to receive the band and to 
provide a cross-piece 22 which underlies the band at 
each end of the cup. . 

Preferably the slots 21 are so dimensioned as to be 
equal to or less than the transverse width of the band 
so that the band is tightly ?tted therethrough with the 
slit 16 tightly compressed at the cross-pieces 22. 

In use, the snap fastener 14 is secured to the corre 
sponding snap fastener half of the helmet and then the 
wearer, by sliding the cup along the length of the band, 
positions it properly to receive his chin. Thereafter, the 
opposite band end 15 is adjustably secured to a suitable 
buckle connection or the like fastened to the helmet. 

Here, the band sections 17 are located along the oppo 
site edges of the bulge portion beneath the ?anges 19 
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Where they press the opposite edges of the bulge portion 
towards the chin causing it to conform to the contours 
of the chin and to tightly hold the cup along its opposite 
edges against the chin. 
The natural tendency of the band slit to enlarge or 

tear under load is prevented by the tight ?t of the band 
within the slots 21 and the reinforcement of the cross 
piece 22 at the opposite ends of the cup. 
Where the helmet is of the type which will be worn for 

a considerable period of time such as on a driver’s or crash 
helmet, perforations may be provided within the chin 
cup bulge for some air circulation. However, where the 
strap is to be used on a short time basis, as for example 
on wrestling helmets, or the like, the bulge is preferably 
imperforate so as to resist the escape of sweat built up 
during the activity of the wearer which thereby causes a 
suction to tightly hold the bulged portion against the chin 
and resist dislodgment therefrom. This feature is partic 
ularly useful in helmets provided to protect against vigor 
ous activities of the vwrestlin g sort. 

Having fully described an operative embodiment of 
this invention, I now claim: 

1. A helmet chin strap comprising: 
an enlongated, ?at band whose opposite ends are adapted 

for fastening to the opposite sides of a protective ~ 
‘helmet, and having a central, elongated slit of sub 
stantial length for dividing the central portion of the 
band into two elongated band sections; 

a chin cup having a central, elongated, chin receiving 
bulge considerably shorter in length than the length 
of said slit, with integral side ?ange portions and 
with end ?ange portions having transverse band re 
ceiving slots; 

said band snugly extending through said slots, with the 
bulge extending through said band slit and with the 
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adjacent portions of the band sections being sepa 
rated by the bulge between said end ?ange slots and 
arranged in face to face contact with the opposite 
edges of the bulge adjacent to said side ?ange portions 
thereof, and with the slots being no greater in width 
than the width of the band, and with the opposite ends 
of the respective slots pressing transversely inwardly 
the opposite edges of the portions of the band extend 
ing therethrough for tightly holding such band sec 
tion portions transversely together edge to edge, 
against separation; the band being otherwise free of 
securement to the cup; 

the cup being slidable along the length of the band for 
adjusting the position of the bulge relative to the band 
and thereby successively separating and positioning 
different portions of the band sections along the edges 
of the bulge while simultaneously holding the band 
sections together at the end ?anges to prevent longitu 
dinal tearing of the slit. 

2. A construction as de?ned in claim 1, and said cup 
being formed of a semi-?exible sheet material and the 
portions of the band sections separated by and arranged 
along the opposite edges of the bulge applying a localized 
force for pressing and conforming the bulge edges against 
the chin of the ‘wearer. 
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