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ABSTRACT: A carrying strap and purse frame assembly hav 
ing purse frame members pivoted at opposite ends on hinge 
pin connections and a strap hung on an anchoring element 
?tted on one of said pins. In preferred form a French clutch 
purse structure has a wrist strap anchoring element pivotally 
mounted with respect to the pin, the strap at the user's option 
being concealable by inserting between a sidewall and an 
overlying panel section of the purse construction. 
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PURSE-CARRYING STRAP AND FRAME ASSEMBLY 

BACKGROUND 

' This invention relates to carrying strap constructions for 
conventional types of purses having pivoted frame members 
on which are hung the upper edges of a pouch of suitable ?exi 
ble material forming the purse receptacle. Such frame mem 
bers are commonly of metal, of generally U~shaped configura 
tion, and hingedly connected at their opposite ends on hinge 
pins. The frame members also have centrally disposed inter 
fering catch elements for releasable snap action in pivotally 
opening and closing the same on the hinge pin connections. 

- The invention is particularly adaptable to smaller purses of 
the type which may be grasped by the hand for carrying pur 
poses and in a preferred form has special advantageous fea 
tures when combined with a well-known French clutch purse 
type of construction; 

. In the prior art various and sundry carrying strap arrange 
ments may be found in which the strap is mounted in a great 
variety of ways. Insofar as is known, however, a carrying strap, 
preferably in the form of a closed loop for grasping by the 
hand or slipping over the wrist has not heretofore existed with 
the strap anchoring element being connected directly on one 
of the hinge pins of the purse frame and rotatable therewith. 

In practicing the invention in its simplest form a strap which 
may be of the closed loop form is ?tted on an anchoring ele 
ment, such as a small metal ring or hoop, and the latter at 
tached directly on the outer headed end of one of the hinge 
pins 'of'the purse frame. Thus, without altering the normal 
conventional structure of the purse in any way, a carrying 
strap may be added to the assembly and the strap mounting 
can swivel with the hinge pin by reason of the rotatable con 
nection of the latter relative to the purse. In an alternative 
form the purse frame hinge pin may be provided with an en 
larged outer-headed end on which the anchoring hoop or ring 
is itself pivoted on an axis normal to the pin axis so that further 
?exibility is provided for the strap connection in the manner 
of -a universal coupling. The preferred form of the invention 
when incorporated with a French clutch purse as disclosed 
herein has particulartadvantageous features. From the stand 
point of normal purse construction a single hinge pin requires 
an enlarged head for pivoting the anchoring hoop. The strap is 
available for loosely carrying the purse; or by encircling the 
wrist affords convenient protection against “purse snatching" 
without unduly hindering access to the purse compartments 
by the person carrying it. And in the event use of the strap is 
not desired for any reason it may be tucked into concealed 
position in an unobstrusive manner between the purse walls 
and the purse used in the normal fashion without regard to the 
strap. 
The objects, features, and advantages of the invention will 

be apparent from the following description and accompanying 
drawings. 

DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a French clutch purse 
equipped with a carrying strap embodying the present inven 
tion; 

FIG. 2 is an end'elevation of the purse of FIG. 1 indicating 
alternative concealed positions of the strap, when not desired 
for use and tucked out of sight in the assembly shown; 

FIG. 3 is a plan view with portions cut away of the side of 
the purse as viewed from the left in FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view on an enlarged 
scale showing the purse frame hinge pin connection and the 
strap-anchoring element attached thereto for swiveling action; 
and 

FIG. 5 is a detail view showing an alternative arrangement 
for attaching the strap-anchoring element to the hinge pin. 

In the drawings a French clutch purse of a common and 
well-known type of construction is generally indicated by nu 
meral 2. Such purses have been widely available on the market 
for a number of years and the present invention is illustrated in 
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2 
combination therewith as a preferred embodiment which of 
fers a number of advantageous features as will be more par 
ticularly described below. It will be recognized, however, that 
the novel frame and strap assembly herein disclosed may be 
adapted for use with other and simpler types of purse con 
structions. . 

The carrying strap 4 which may be of a suitable ?exible 
material as leather or the like is here shown in the loop fonn. It 
is anchored as by the small metal hoop at 6 to an outer en 
larged cylindrical head portion of a hinge pin 10 (see FIG. 4) 
on which the purse frame members are pivoted as will be 
described. The loop of the strap 4 may be formed from a single 
strip as shown, the free ends being overlapped and fastened as 
by rivet 5 adjacent the metal hoop 6 (see FIG. 1). 

Pin 10 (FIG. 4) at its inner end is provided with a conven 
tional rivetlike head 12, the pin 10 being rotatable relative to 
the ends of the frame members held thereon between the en 
larged head 8 and head 12. As best seen from FIG. 2 hoop 6 
may be suitably pivoted on the head 8 by inserting opposite 
ends 14 of the hoop into opposing ends of a central through 
bore of the head. Thus the hoop as a strap-anchoring element 
is mounted for pivotal action on the head and in turn is rotata 
ble with respect to the frame ends in the manner of a universal 
coupling. Accordingly, the strap is connected to the frame for 
a free-swivelling action relative to the purse. 
An alternative arrangement for attaching the strap-anchor 

ing element on the hinge pin or purse frame members is shown 
by FIG. 5. Here, a hoop 60 carrying a strap 40 is fitted on the 
outer end of a hinge pin 100, as on the head at 108, and may 
be ?xed thereto by suitably welding, braising, or soldering the 
inner ends to the head. It may be noted in this example that 
the head 108 of pin I00 is a conventional form of hinge pin 
head as is commonly found in such purse frame constructions. 
Accordingly, the strap connection in this arrangement 
requires only the attachment of the hoop 60 to the head 108 in 
order to practice the invention. Being rigidly ?xed on the pin, 
however, it lacks the added pivotal action of the preferred 
form provided with the enlarged head 8 as in FIGS. 1, 2, and 4. 

Preferably, the strap is of a size for the fingers and palm of a 
hand to be inserted through the loop and slipped over the 
user’s wrist. In such position the purse 2 may then be “ 
clutched” in the hand after the usual fashion with the added 
convenience and protection of the strap engaging the wrist. 
This may be appreciated by visualizing the hand passing 
through loop 4 of FIG. 1 toward the top of the purse and the 
hand then turned to grasp the purse between the ?ngers and 
palm. Most conveniently, the bottom of the purse may thus be 
held for opening the same with the other hand and gaining ac 
cess either to the compartments of the purse or to the bill and 
card-containing pockets of the panel structure which will now 
be described. 
The construction of the typical French clutch purse shown 

by the drawings (FIGS. 1-4) includes three typical purse 
frame members, each being U-shaped in outline having upper 
closure bars at 20, 22, and 24 (FIG. 2) with legs therefor at 26, 
28, and 30 respectively. Connecting the lower ends of each set 
of legs are hinge pins, one set being pivoted as on the hinge pin 
10 shown by FIG. 4, the other set being pivoted on a conven 
tional headed pin such as the pin 100 shown by FIG. 5 (i.e. 
without the hoop 60). 
The two outer frame members are ?tted in conventional 

fashion with a cloth pouch indicated generally by numeral 32 
and forming the purse section. The intermediate frame 
member carries a divider (see also FIG. 4) to provide a pair of 
purse compartments as will be readily understood. The cross 
bar 22 of the intermediate frame member also carries a 
catchplate 34 for interfering engagement with the rounded 
ends of the catch pieces 36 ?xed on the outer crossbars 20 and 
24 for purse opening and closing engagement as will be readily 
understood in the art. ' 

Also carried by outer crossbar 20, but not engaged by the 
legs as 26, is an outer panel wall section 38 extending in 
separated overlying relation to the adjacent side of purse sec 
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tion 32. Wall 38 continues beyond the bottom of purse section 
32 and provides the free end panel section at 42. In an opened 
condition the panel section 42 may be swung to extend in an 
“in-line" position with respect to wall 38 for access to the 
pockets at the inner side of the panel sections. In a closed con 
dition section 42 is turned upwardly as shown to lie against the 
opposite side of the purse in which position it may be 
releasably closed by a snap button connection. At this side of 
the purse and carried by the crossbar 24 is a panel 44 in 
separated overlying and covering relation to section 32. The 
lower end portion of the panel 44 extends underneath the bot 
tom of the pouch 32 and is typically joined as at 46 with the 
panel 38. This may be along a lower free edge of a conven 
tional cloth pocket wall (not shown) overlying the inner face 
of panel 38. The side edges of such a pocket wall may be at 
tached as along the marginal edges of panel section 38, the 
upper edge being secured by the crossbar 20 together with the 
upper edge of panel 38 and the adjacent upper edge of the 
purse section 32. When in the open “in—line" condition of 
panel 42 access to such a pocket is between the outer end of 
panel 44 and panel 38, the formation and dimensions of the 
pocket being typically designed to receive paper currency, 
etc. 

Against the inner face of the panel section 42 conventional 
panel walls are also provided to form additional compartments 
or pockets. Entrances to such pockets are indicated at 48 and 
50 and the construction thereof for inserting cards and other 
papers, bills, etc. will be readily appreciated by those familiar 
with the art. 

Also carried by crossbar 24 a flap 52 is fitted with a recessed 
catch at 54 to receive snap button 56 on a pocket wall of the 
panel 42 for releasably “closing" panel 42 against panel 44. 
The construction and swiveling action of the strap assembly 

on the purse frame hinge pin has been described previously, 
the attachment in the clutch purse disclosure being centrally 
of the ends for a “balanced” suspension thereof by the strap. 
From the above description of the French clutch purse con 
struction it will also be seen that the strap may be effectively 
concealed in unobstrusive fashion, if desired, by tucking the 
same at either side of the pouch 32 inwardly of panel 44 (see 
full-line hoop 6, HO. 2) or inwardly of panel 38 (sec dot-dash 
position and H6. 3). The swivel connection of the strap at 
taching hoop 6 thus permits effective strap concealment and 
convenient use of the purse in the heretofore conventional 
manner without interference in any way. 
What is claimed is: 
l. A purse frame and carrying strap construction compris 

mg 
a pair of U-shaped frame members provided with matching 

crossbar portions and leg portions, said leg portions at 
their outer ends having hinge pins pivotally joining said 
frame members at opposite ends thereof for frame open 
ing and closing action, 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

4 
one of said hinge pins being freely rotatable relative to the 

leg portions joined thereby, and 
a strap-attaching element on said hinge pin outwardly of the 
frames and mounted for pivotal movement of said ele 
ment on an axis normal to pin axis, and a carrying strap 
member attached to said element. 

2. The construction of claim 1, in which 
said rotatable hinge pin is provided with an enlarged head 

having aligned openings at opposite sides thereof, and 
said attaching element is in the form of a hoop having op 

posed free ends inserted in said aligned openings. 
3. The construction of claim 1, in which 
a purse pouch is supported by said U-shaped frame mem 

bers and, 
from the crossbar portions of said frame members are hung 

panel members overlying opposite sides of said pouch in 
separated covering relation, 

the panel members being joined adjacent the bottom of the 
pouch whereby said strap may be inserted in an inactive 
concealed position between one side of said pouch and 
the said panel member overl in said one side. 

4. ln purse construction of t e rench clutch purse type 
having: 

a purse pouch provided with opposed elongated U-shaped 
frame members having crossbar portions and legs, the 
legs being pivotally mounted at the outer ends thereof on 
hinge pins and the frame crossbar portions having inter 
fering catch pieces for releasable purse pouch closing ac 
tion, 

?rst and second panel members supported by said crossbars 
and overlying opposite sides of said pouch in separated 
covering relation, 

the ?rst panel adjacent the bottom of said pouch having the 
lower edge of said second panel connected thereto, 

said ?rst panel extending beyond said connection and hav 
ing a free end panel section foldable upwardly against the 
outer face of said second panel with means for releasably 
engaging the same thereagainst: 

the improvement which comprises 
a strap-attaching element affixed to the head of one of 

said hinge pins and rotatable therewith relative to said 
frame members, 

and a carrying strap attached thereto. 
5. The construction of claim 4, in which, 
said strap attaching element is affixed to an enlarged head 

portion of said frame hinge pin by a pivotal mounting 
connection for movement on an axis normal to the pin 
axis, and 

said strap is in the form of a hand and wrist engageable ?exi 
ble loop mounted on said pivoted attaching element and 
is of a length less than the width of said purse for inserting 
between one of the sides of said pouch and the panel 
overlying said one side. 


