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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The invention concerns a heel stiffener for shoes. The 
stiffener is adapted to be ?tted to the inside wall of a 
shoe heel so as to resiliently tension the wall along top 
line portions thereof. The stiffener is a U-shaped strip of 
springy resilient material, the upper edges of the arms of 
the U curving downwardly, at least along parts near where 
the stiffener is to be attached to the shoe. The curve is di 
rected away from the base of the U. A projection or peg 
extends upwardly from about the mid-point of the base 
of the U. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention concerns a heel stiffener for shoes. Pre 
vious stiffeners have comprised moulded inserts of leather 
?bre and the like. 

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the invention to obviate or mitigate 
disadvantages associated with the previous stiffeners and 
to improve both the comfort and appearance of a shoe in 
wear. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

According to the present invention I provide a heel 
stiffener for shoes, particularly for ladies shoes, which 
stiffener comprises a U-shaped strip of springy resilient 
material, the upper edges of the arms of the U curving 
downwardly at least along parts near where the stiffener is 
to be attached to the shoe in a direction away from the 
base of the U and a projection or peg extending upwardly 
from about the midpoint of the upper edge of the base of 
the U. 
The idea of the invention is that the heel stiffener is 

?tted into a shoe, particularly a ladies shoe in an approxi 
mately horizontal position inside the heel wall or quarter 
of a shoe, whereby the stiffener serves resiliently to ten 
sion the heel wall or quarter along the top-line portions 
thereof. 

Said top-line portions effect a gripping action on the 
heel and foot of a wearer. This gripping action is prefer 
ably combined with that effected by the two resilient arms 
of the U-shaped strip. 
The peg or projection is preferably inclined backwardly 

relative to the normal direction of the two arms of the 
U-shaped strip in order to enhance the resilient action of 
the peg or projection in pulling back and tensioning the 
top-line portions of the heel wall or quarter of a shoe in 
which the stiffener is provided. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a side elevation of the heel stiffener show 
ing, in longitudinal half section, the heel part of a shoe 
in which the stiffener is ?tted; and FIG. 2 is a plan view 
corresponding to FIG. 1. 
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Referring to both ?gures it will be seen that the heel 

stiffener comprises a U-shaped strip 11, preferably made 
of springy material for example of a springy metal or 
springy plastics material such as acetal resin or nylon. In 
any event the strip has two side arms 12 extending from 
the curved base 13 of the U. The two arms 12 each have 
part 12a of their lengths curving downwardly in a direc 
tion away from the base 13 and terminating in inwardly 
extended substantially horizontal ?anges 14 by which the 
stiffener can be secured to the insole A of the shoe by 
adhesives material, screwing or other ?xing means. 
As can be seen in FIG. 1, each of the two arms 12 

displays an arched elevation in which the length of the 
arm is composed of the downwardly curving part 12a and 
an upwardly inclined part 12b, respectively remote from 
and adjacent to the base 13 of the U, with the top edge 
or peak of the strip, where the parts 12a and 12b merge, 
adjoining the top-line B of the heel wall or quarter C. 
As can be seen in FIG. 2 the two arms 12' are bowed 

inwardly with respect to one another where their parts 
12a and 12b merge and, furthermore, are inclined towards 
one another in their cross-sections so that the distance be 
tween the upper edges of the strip is less than the distance 
between the lower edges of the strip. 
Formed integrally with the base 13 and upstanding 

from the central upper edge thereof is a projection or peg 
15 which is slightly inclined backwardly with respect to 
the cross-section of the base 13 and the rest of the stiff 
ener. As can be seen in FIG. 1, the peg 15 extends up 
wardly from the top edge of the base 13 to the top-line 
B at the rear of the heel wall or quarter of the shoe and 
the base 13 itself is accordingly disposed approximately 
half way down the rear of the heel wall or quarter. 
When provided in a shoe, as shown in the drawings, the 

heel stiffener 11 acts not only to reinforce and stiffen 
the heel wall or quarter of the shoe, but also to grip the 
heel and foot of a wearer of the shoe and to shape the 
heel opening of the shoe. As can be more clearly seen 
in FIG. 2, the peg 15 acts resiliently to pull back and 
stretch the upper portions of the heel wall or quarter 
along the top-line B thereof, resulting in the top edges 
being drawn towards one another and de?ning straight 
lines converging towards the peg 15. The peg 15 by thus 
having energy stored therein serves to tension the upper 
side edges of the heel gripping portion of the shoe effec 
tively. The wearer’s foot is gripped by the aforesaid top 
edge portions of the heel wall or’ quarter and is further 
gripped between the two arms 12 in the direction of the 
arrows in FIG. 2. The pressure of the gripping is cal 
culated to be comfortable to the wearer while maintain 
ing the shape of the shoe. 

I claim: 
1. A heel stiffener for a shoe, said stiffener being 

formed from a springy resilient material and comprising 
a curved base; a pair of spaced side arms connected to 
said base and adapted to extend along opposite sides of 
a heel-gripping portion of a shoe, each said side arm ex 
tending in a curve ?rst upwardly away from said base 
to a peak, then downwardly away from said base and 
terminating in an inturned ?ange; and a projection posi 
tioned medially of said base and extending upwardly 
therefrom to substantially the level of each said peak. 

2. A heel stiffener according to claim 1 wherein said 
projection is inclined rearwardly away from said side 
arms. 



3,613,274 
3 

3. A heel stiffener according to claim 1 wherein said 
projection is integral with said base and said material 
is an acetal resin. 

4. A heel stiffener according to claim 1 wherein said 
side arms in the region of said peaks curve inwardly to 
wards one another. 

5. In combination with a shoe having a heel-gripping 
portion and an insole; a heel stiifener formed from a 
springy resilient material and comprising a curved base 
extending around the rear of said heel—gripping portion, 
a pair of spaced side arms connected to said base and ex 
tending along opposite sides of said shoe from the rear 
thereof, each said side arm extending in a curve ?rst up 
wardly away from said base to a peak adjacent a top 
edge of said shoe and then downwardly and terminating 
in an inturned ?ange, each said inturned ?ange being se 
cured to said insole, and a projection provided medially 
of said base and extending upwardly to substantially said 
top edge of said shoe, said projection having energy stored 
therein and serving to tension the upper side edges of 
said heel-gripping portion of said shoe. 
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6. The combination according to claim 5 wherein each 

said side arm in the region of said peak thereof curves in 
wardly towards the other side arm to cause the upper side 
portions of said shoe to grip a foot of a wearer. 
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