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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
This disposable wash ‘or soaking basin is particularly 

suitable for patient use. The basin is durable enough for 
repeated use yet inexpensive enough to be discarded after 
use by a patient, if so desired. The solid, integrally-molded 
plastic basin includes a generally ?at supporting base elon 
gated in one direction sufficient to accommodate a fore 
arm or foot, four side Walls extending upwardly and 
slightly outwardly from the base, and a horizontal ledge 
or shelf integral with the upper edge of one of the longer 
side walls for supporting articles. In horizontal cross sec 
tion, each of the side walls has its midpoint bowed out 
wardly; and one of the two shorter opposing side walls 
is about half the length of the other to provide a gen 
erally triangular shape in bracing the structure against 
diagonal deformation when the basin is ?lled with water 
and being transported or held by handles formed at the 
upper edge of the shorter side walls. 

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY 

The present invention relates to a wash or soaking basin 
intended to be discarded after use by a single patient (as 
in a hospital), thereby preventing cross contamination 
which might otherwise arise if the same basin were used 
by successive patients. 

Heretofore, wash basins of the type used by patients in 
hospitals, whether they are formed of plastic or metal, 
have generally all had the same con?guration, namely, 
a dish-shaped bowl having a capacity of four or ?ve 
quarts of liquid and having a circular or oblong cross 
section increasing in diameter in proceeding from the 
supporting base of the bowl to the upper rim. Although 
such a structure provides stability and resistance against 
deformation when the basin is ?lled with water and car 
ried because of its shape, it is somewhat cumbersome in 
use. That is, its shape is such that it will not easily ac 
commodate the submersion of a foot or forearm for bath 
ing or soaking. 
The present invention overcomes these disadvantages of 

the presently commercially available basins by providing 
a one-piece, integrally molded basin formed of thin plas 
tic which de?nes an elongated cavity dimensioned to ac 
commodate a forearm on foot. Extending upwardly and 
slightly outwardly from the basin’s ?at bottom are four 
side walls arranged in opposing pairs, one pair being sub 
stantially longer than the other. A horizontal ledge is 
formed integrally with the upper edge of one of the longer 
side walls for providing a soap receptacle which drains 
into the basin and for supporting other articles, if de 
sired. 

In horizontal cross sectional view, each of the side walls 
is slightly outwardly bowed; and one of the two shorter 
opposing side walls is about one-half the overall length 
of the other thereby to provide a non-symmetrical shape 
in the general form of a triangle for bracing the struc 
ture against diagonal deformation when it is ?lled with 
water and hand carried. An inverted peripheral lip or 
groove is formed about the entire upper peripheral edge 
of the basin and shelf for providing additional support; 

10 

15 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

55 

60 

65 

70 

3,611,450 
Patented Oct. 12, 1971 

lC€ 

2 
and the groove adjacent the shorter side walls is formed 
into handles for facilitating carrying of the basin. 

Thus, there is provided a disposable wash basin which, 
despite the economical plastic material from which it is 
formed and the anatomical shape which makes it par 
ticularly suitable for patient use, is nevertheless of sur 
prisingly high rigidity and strength, permitting it to be 
?lled and carried by hospital personnel without danger 
of twisting or other deformation which might result in 
the spilling or splashing of its contents. 

Other features and advantages of the present inven— 
tion will be apparent to persons skilled in the art from 
the following detailed description of a preferred embodi 
ment accompanied by the attached drawing wherein iden 
tical reference numerals will refer to like parts in the vari 
ous views. 
The drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a wash basin according to 

the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is an upper perspective view of the basin of 

FIG. 1 illustrating an intended use; and I 
FIGS. 3-5 are vertical cross sectional views of the in 

ventive wash basin taken respectively through the sight 
lines 3—3, 4—4, and 5——5, of FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Turning ?rst to FIGS. 1 and 2, the basin is generally 
designated by reference numeral 10. The basin 10 is in 
tegrally formed from a single piece of thin plastic mate 
rial such as polystyrene or polypropylene, it being under 
stood that any suitable plastic material having similar 
properties may be used. The thickness may vary depend~ 
ing upon the particular plastic material selected; however, 
such thickness should fall within the general range of 
about 0.02 in. to 0.2 in. 
The basin 10 includes a ?at bottom or base plate 11 

for supporting it on a ?at surface. Depending upwardly 
and slightly outwardly of the base 11 are four integral 
side walls designated respectively 12, 13, 14, and 15. The 
walls 12-15 together with the base 11 de?ne the water 
reservoir (i.e. bathing or soaking) portion of the basin. 
The corners between adjacent walls 12-15 are rounded, 

and each of the walls is outwardly bowed. That is, in 
horizontal cross section, each of the individual wall mem 
bers 12-15 is arcuate in shape. Further, of the pair of 
opposing side Walls 13 and 15, the side wall 13 is much 
shorter in length, approximately one-half the length of 
the side wall 15. Thus, the side wall 12 is somewhat 
longer than the side wall 14; and the overall plan view 
of the water reservoir portion of the basin has a generally 
triangular shape. This triangular form taken by the side 
walls, in combination with the longitudinal curvature of 
the individual side walls, provide a rigid structure highly 
resistant to deformation along a diagonal, as would be 
the case with a purely rectilinear reservoir with right 
angle corners. 
The longer dimension of the reservoir portion of the 

basin (namely, the distance between the pair of opposing 
side walls 13 and 15) is su?icient to accommodate the 
submersion of a forearm as illustrated in FIG. 2, or a foot 
of a patient. The length (as de?ned by a chord extend 
ing between the ends of the longer side walls) should fall 
within the range of 12 to 16 inches, the depth of the reser 
voir should be within the range of 3 to 5 inches; the 
lengths of the side walls 13 and 15 should be about 3 
to 5 inches and 7 to 9 inches, respectively. Thus, the 
water reservoir has a capacity of approximately 3 to 6 
quarts. Particularly effective results have been obtained 
when the overall length is approximately 14 inches, the 
depth about 3.5 inches, and the length of side walls 13 
and 15 are 4 and 8 inches, respectively. The elongated 
side walls 12 and 14 have similar curvature with the 
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midpoint of each being bowed about 0.5 to 1.5 inches rela 
tive to a chord connecting the corners of each. This curva 
ture, as has been mentioned, in combination with the 
overall non-symmetrical, generally triangular shape of 
the water reservoir provides a rigid structure for trans 
porting water. ' 

Formed integrally with the upper edge of the side wall 
12 is a generally horizontal ledge or shelf designated by 
reference numeral 16. The shelf 16 provides a receptacle 
generally designated 17 for holding a bar of soap or the 
like when not in use and a pocket 18 for holding a folded, 
dry wash cloth for example. The soap receptacle 17 com 
municates by means of a groove as at 17a with the reser 
voir for channeling drippings from the soap into the 
reservoir. The ledge 16 is also provided with a generally 
?at tray area 19 extending from the side of the pocket 18 
to the edge of the side wall 15 along the upper edge of 
the side wall 12. 
About the entire upper periphery of the basin 10 there 

is formed a rim having an overturned lip and designated 
20. The rim 20 extends continuously about the upper 
edge of the side walls 13, 14 and 15 as well as about the 
outer periphery of the shelf 16 to de?ne an overall perim 
eter for the wash basin which is generally rectangular, 
although each section is slightly arcuate. At the upper 
edges of the opposing side walls 13 and 15, the rim 20 
is formed into expanded recesses or handles 22 and 23 
for easily accommodating the up-turned ?ngers of a per 
son desiring to carry the basin. Preferably, the handle 22 
is formed approximately midway along the side Wall 15; 
whereas the center of the handle 23 lies to the side of 
the midsection of the wall 13 and toward the shelf 16 for 
providing balance in carrying the wash basin when ?lled 
with water. 
As illustrated in FIG. 2, the forearm of a patient isv 

easily accommodated in the water reservoir of the basin 
10; and because it is preferably about three and one-half 
inches deep, the forearm may easily be submerged for 
rinsing, washing, or soaking while gripping the handle 
22 from the top side with the ?ngers on the hand of the 
submerged arm for support. 

Turning now to FIG. 3, the over-turned lip 20 has a 
peripheral skirt 20a which extends in a generally vertical 
direction as seen in side section for that portion which 
extends along the side walls 12 and 14. At the right side 
of FIG. 3, there is shown the narrowing portion of the 
shelf 19 and a continuation of the peripheral skirt 20a 
which extends about the shelf 16. It will be observed 
that the side walls 12 and 14 extend slightly outwardly 
proceeding away from the base 11. This inclination is to 
facilitate nesting of a number of basins for shipment or 
storage. 

In FIG. 4, the handles 22 and 23 are seen in transverse 
cross section; and it will be observed that the top of these 
handles are ?at and extend in the same place as the upper 
surface of the peripheral rim 20. That is, the handles are 
formed as an integral part of the rim 20. The channel 
17a of the soap receptacle 17 for draining the receptacle 
through the side wall 12 is seen in elevation. Again, the 
side walls 13 and 15 are inclined. 

In FIG. 5, there is seen the formation of the side wall 
13 in side elevation together with its rounded corner as 
at 13a for forming a continuation between the side walls 
12 and 13. 

Having thus described in detail a preferred embodiment 
of the inventive wash basin, it will be appreciated that due 
to the inclination of the side walls 12, 13, 14 and 15, as 
well as the skirt 20a of the rim 20, a number of identical 
basins may be nested for storage or shipment. Further, 
due to the arcuate shape of the side walls as seen in hor 
izontal section together with the generally triangular 
formation of the water reservoir portion of the basin, there 
is achieved an overall rigidity of structure which is highly 
resistant to diagonal or other deformation when the basin 
is ?lled with water and carried by the handles. The basin 
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is durable and rugged enough for repeated use by a single 
patient, yet, being made of plastic, is inexpensive enough 
to be disposed of when that patient leaves. 

Further, it will ‘be apparent to persons skilled in the 
art that certain portions of the structure described may be 
modi?ed without departing from the inventive principle 
and that materials may be substituted for that which has 
been disclosed while continuing to practice the invention; 

: and it is, therefore, intended that all such modi?cations 
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and substitutions be covered as they are embraced within 
the spirit and scope of the invention. - ' ~ 

I claim: 
1. A disposable wash basin for use in hospitals or the 

like comprising a body formed of a single piece of thin 
plastic material, said body having an elongated, generally 
?at base for resting on a surface and ?rst and second pairs 
of opposing sidewalls extending upwardly from said base 
to de?ne a water reservoir having a depth within the range‘ 
of about 3 to 5 inches and a capacity of about 3 to 6 
quarts of liquid, each of said ?rst pair of opposing side 
walls being longer than said second pair and being arcuate 
when viewed in horizontal cross section, one of said sec 
ond pair of sidewalls being substantially longer than the 
other of said second pair to provide a generally triangular 
plan Shape to said reservoir, a ledge integral with the up 
per edge of one of said ?rst pair of sidewalls and extend 
ing outwardly from said reservoir, said ledge being adapted 
to support articles used in bathing and extending substan 
tially the entire length of said one of said ?rst pair of 
sidewalls and being narrow at one end and wider at thev 
other end and forming a recessed soap dish at said wider 
end, the upper periphery about said ledge, the other one 
of said ?rst pair of sidewalls and both of said second pair 
of sidewalls having a generally rectangular shape with 
outwardly-bowed sides, said upper periphery further pro 
viding an integral downturned rim having an outer periph 
eral skirt extending about the entire upper peripheral 
boundary of said basin and said ledge and de?ning a down 
wardly-facing groove along said boundary, said groove 
being enlarged adjacent each of said second pair of side 
walls to de?ne ?rst and second handles for lifting the 
basin, all of said sidewalls further being outwardly inclined 
from said base whereby one basin may be nested with an 
other. . 

2. The structure of claim 1 wherein said ledge de?nes 
a soap receptacle adjacent the wider edge thereof and a 
channel through the top‘of said one of said ?rst pair of 
sidewalls for communicating the bottom of said soap re 
ceptacle with the water reservoir. 

3. The structure of claim 1 wherein said plastic mate 
rial has a thickness in the range of approximately 0.02 
to 0.2 in. 

4. The structure of claim 1 wherein each of the oppos 
ing sidewalls of said ?rst pair has a length within the 
range of about 12 to 16 inches and is bowed outwardly 
from said reservoir at its midpoint about 0.5 to 1.5 in. 
relative to a chord connecting its ends. 
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