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ABSTRACT: An improved coupling device having two mating 
parts which are adapted to be fastened together. The improve 
ment comprises a nut captively held within a barrel which is 
rotatably attached to one of the mating parts. The inner sur 
face ol‘the nut has lugs which are adapted to engage re-entrant 
sections formed in the other mating part. A plurality of spring 
lingers are mounted inside the barrel and engage notches cut 
in the nut for impeding its rotation in one direction. The fin» 
gers also press against the nut to provide friction for forcing 
the nut to rotate with the barrel in the opposite direction. This 
causes the lugs to lock inside the reentrant sections. Further 
rotation of the barrel advances the barrel over the nut thereby 
pulling the two mating parts tightly together. 
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COUPLING DEVICE HAVING A CAPTIVATED NUT 

GOVERNMENT CONTRACT 

The invention herein claimed was made in the course of, or 
under contract with the Department of the Army. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to coupling devices and, in particular, 
to a quick disconnect coupling device suitable for use in con 
necting electrical conductors carrying radiofrequency electric 
energy. More speci?cally, the invention relates to an im 
proved coupling device having a captivated nut adapted for 
use in tightly fastening two mating parts. . 
Coupling devices have a wide ?eld of use, such as for con 

necting conduits or pipes and also for joining various electric 
conductors, lines, and cables. In many instances, coupling 
devices are required to be capable of quick disconnection. 
This quick disconnect capability if frequently associated with 
coupling devices that are used to join securely electrical con 
ductors which are later required to be quickly disconnected. 
Some quick disconnect coupling devices have employed 

spring pressure for maintaining their connection. Although 
this may be suitable for some purposes, such devices lack the 
positive locking feature of a threaded joint. An additional ob 
jection is that springs may be overridden by excessive pres 
sure. 

Other quick disconnect coupling devices have used cams 
for effecting the locking function in certain types of equip 

' ment but are not practical for use with electrical conductors 
operating at radio frequencies. This is due to the fact that any 
variation in the length of an electric conductor carrying 
radiofrequency energy would produce an objectionable phase 
shift. Therefore, the mass production of quick disconnect 
coupling devices employing locking cams would require such 
close manufacturing tolerances that their fabrication would 
not be feasible. 

Accordingly, there is a need for an improved coupling 
device which will be suitable for connecting electric conduc 
tors carrying radiofrequency energy and which will be capable 
of quick connection and disconnection while providing relia 
ble positive locking of the components. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is a coupling device which can be 
quickly connected and disconnected. It is especially suitable 
for use in joining radiofrequency conductors because it makes 
an accurately tight connection due to the fact that it utilizes 
the principle of a screw for providing reliable positive locking 
of its two mating parts. This is accomplished by employing a 
nut captively held within a barrel which is rotatably positioned 
on a ring that is attached to one of the mating parts by means 
of a retainer nut. The captivated nut is annular in shape and is 
rotatably mounted on threads formed in the interior surface of 
the barrel. The inner surface of the captivated nut has lugs 
which are adapted to engage reentrant sections formed in the 
other mating part. A plurality of spring fingers are mounted in 
side the barrel on an annular member that engages the 
retainer nut so as to prevent the ?ngers from rotating with the 
barrel. The ends of the spring ?ngers ?t into notches cut in the 
captivated nut for impeding its rotation in one direction. ' 
The spring ?ngers also press against the captivated nut to 

provide friction for forcing it to rotate with the barrel in the 
opposite direction. This causes the lugs to lock inside the reen‘ 
trant sections. Further rotation of the barrel advances the bar 
rel over the captivated nut thereby producing a screw effect 
which functions to pull the two mating parts tightly together in 
the positive manner of a threaded connection. Thus, the mat 
ing parts are quickly and securely connected by a brief rota 
tion of the barrel to an extent that is generally less than a full 
turn thereof. 
The mating parts can be quickly disconnected by rotating 

the barrel in the opposite direction. During this movement of 
the barrel, the pressure of the spring ?ngers causes the lugs on 
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2 
the captivated nut to move out of the reentrant sections. This 
serves to unlock the mating parts and thus enables them to be 
separated. Only a partial turn of the barrel is required to ac 
complish this disconnection. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

The features of this invention are more fully discussed 
hereinafter in connection with the following detailed descrip 
tion of the drawing in which: 

FIG. I is a perspective view of the coupling device of this in 
vention attached to two mating parts prior to being connected; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view partly in section, of the coupling 
device and the two mating parts in their connected condition; 
and 

FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the individual 
components of the improved coupling device of this invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The invention will now be described with reference to a 
speci?c exemplary embodiment thereof; namely, a coupling 
device adapted for fastening together two electric conductors 
carrying radiofrequency energy. As is shown in FIG. 1, the 
radiofrequency conductors are in the form of two coaxial ca 
bles 1 and 2 having their ends provided with suitable mating 
male and female coaxial connectors 3 and 4. These connec 
tors 3 and 4 are coaxial cylindrical assemblies which are 
adapted to be inserted into threaded openings in the ends of 
the coaxial cables 1 and 2, respectively. 
The coaxial connectors 3 and 4 are held in place by retainer 

nuts 5 and 6 which are screwed into the threaded openings in 
the coaxial cables 1 and 2. These retainer nuts 5 and 6 abut 
respectively against shoulders 7 and 8 formed on the connec 
tors 3 and 4 as is best seen in FIG. 2. The nuts 5 and 6 are 
turned until the shoulders 7 and 8 are forced against the 
respectively associated bases of the openings in the coaxial ca 
bles l and 2. 
The female coaxial connector 4 comprises a central tubular 

connector element 9 which is positioned within an outer cylin 
drical connector element 10 that is formed with an interior 
shoulder 10a. The element 10 is encircled by a cylindrical 
member 11 which is one of the components of the coupling 
device of this invention. For convenience, the member 11 is 
fabricated integrally with the outer female element 10. This 
coupling element 11 has three reentrant sections 12 formed 
therein at spaced intervals around its surface. Each of the 
reentrant sections 12 is provided with an entrance area 13 and 
a locking area 14 for purposes explained hereinafter. 
The male coaxial connector 3 includes a central solid con 

nector element 15 located coaxially within an outer cylindri 
cal connector element 16. The central male element 15 is 
designed to ?t tightly inside the central female element 9. 
Also, the outer male element 16 is of such size that it will fit 
tightly inside the outer female element 10 and is adapted to be 
inserted therein until it abuts against the interior shoulder 10a 
on the element 10. > 

The outer male connector element 16 is encompassed by 
several components of the coupling device of this invention. 
These components include a nut 17 captively held within a 
barrel 18 by means‘ including a C-ring 19 which is adapted to 
be received within an internal groove 19a formed in the right 
end of the barrel 18. The nut 17 is annular in shape and its 
inner surface has three lugs 20 formed thereon at spaced inter~ 
vals corresponding to the spacing of the reentrant sections II. 
The dimensions of the lugs 20 are so selected as to enable 
them to slide through the entrance areas 13 of the reentrant 
sections 12 and to move into the locking areas 14. The barrel 
18 is rotatably attached to the retainer nut 5 in a manner that 
will now be explained with reference to FIG. 3. 

It can be seen in FIG. 3 that the retainer nut 5 is provided 
with an external groove 21 which is adapted to receive the 
inner portion of a C-ring 22. It can also be seen that the left 
portion of the barrel 18 has an internal groove 23 formed 
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therein which is adapted to receive the outer portion of the C 
ring 22. This construction enables the barrel 18 to be rotatably 
positioned on the C-ring 22 so that it is thereby, in effect, 
rotatably attached to the retainer nut 5. The C-ring 22 also 
functions as additional means for captively holding the nut 17 

' within the barrel 18. 

An annular member 24 is located inside the barrel 18 
between the C-ring 22 and the captivated nut 17. This 
member 24 is formed with three tabs 25 equidistantly spaced 
around one side thereof and adapted to engage three cor 
respondingly spaced notches 26 cut in one end of the retainer 
nut 5. When the member 24 is pressed against the retainer nut 
5, the tabs 25 will enter the notches 26. This engagement of 
the tabs 25 with the notches 26 functions to hold the member 
24 from rotating independently of the retainer nut 5. 
The other side of the member 24 is formed with three spring 

?ngers 27 projecting outwardly therefrom at equally spaced 
intervals as is shown in FlG. 3. These spring ?ngers 27 are 
adapted to press against one side of the captivated nut 17 so as 
to bias it in a direction toward the right end of the barrel 18. 
This spring pressure is designed to be sufficient for providing 
enough friction for normally forcing the captivated nut 17 to 
rotate with the barrel 18. The side of the captivated nut 17 
that faces the member 24 is provided with detent means com 
prising three equidistantly spaced notches 28 which are 
adapted to engage the ends of the spring ?ngers 27. 
As can be seen in FIG. 3, each of the notches 28 is formed 

with a sloping surface 29 and a blocking end portion 30. The 
sloping surfaces 29 facilitate the insertion of the spring ?ngers 
27 into the notches 28. The shape of each of the end portions 
30 tends to block the ends of the spring ?ngers 27 from mov 
ing out of the notches 28. This normally serves to impede the 
rotation of the captivated nut 17 in one direction which, when 
looking toward the right in FIG. 3, is a counterclockwise 
direction. When the captivated nut 17 is rotated in a clockwise 
direction, the spring ?ngers 27 merely slip out of engagement 
with the notches 26 while, at the same time, maintaining bias 
ing pressure against the captivated nut 17. 
When it is desired to couple the male coaxial connector 3 

on the coaxial cable 1 to the female coaxial connector 4 on the 
coaxial cable 2, the ?rst step is to cause the captivated nut 17 
to assume a position near the right end of the barrel 18. This is 
accomplished by rotating the barrel 18 in a counterclockwise 
direction as viewed when looking toward the right in FIG. 3. 
During this rotation, the barrel 18 merely turns around the C 
ring 22 which is mounted on the retainer nut 5. As was stated 
above, the restrictive means comprising the spring ?ngers 27 
and the notches 28 impede counterclockwise rotation of the 
captivated nut 17. Accordingly, the captivated nut 17 will ini 
tially be prevented from rotating and the counterclockwise 
rotation of the barrel 18 will drive the captivated nut 17 
toward the front end of the barrel 18 until it abuts against the 
C-ring 19. 
The male connector 3 is now pushed into the female con 

nector 4 with the central male coaxial connector 15 being in 
serted into the central' female coaxial connector 9 and the 
outer male coaxial connector 16 being inserted into the outer 
female coaxial connector 10. At this time, the connecting 
parts are not fully coupled because the lugs 20 on the cap 
tivated nut 17 will ordinarily be abutting against the front end 
of the cylindrical coupling member 11 which encircles the 
outer female coaxial connector 10. 

Positive locking and fastening of this connection is attained 
by reversing the rotation of the barrel 18 so that it now rotates 
in a clockwise direction. Due to the pressure exerted by the 
spring ?ngers 27, the captivated nut 17 will follow the 
clockwise rotation of the barrel 18. When the lugs 20 become 
aligned with the entrance areas 13 of the reentrant sections 12 
formed in the coupling member 1], the barrel 18 is pushed 
forward toward the coaxial cable 2 thereby sliding the lugs 20 
into the entrance areas 13 until the lugs 20 abut against the 
rear portions of the reentrant sections 12. Further clockwise 
rotation of the barrel 18 produces corresponding clockwise 
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rotation of the captivated nut 17 thus moving its lugs 20 into 
the locking areas 14 of the reentrant sections 12. Additional 
clockwise rotation of the captivated nut 17 is terminated when 
its lugs 20 move into abutment with the side edges of the 
locking areas 14. 

With the captivated nut 17 thus held from rotation, con 
tinued rotation of the barrel 18 in a clockwise direction will 
cause the barrel 18 to advance over the captivated nut 17. In 
other words, the barrel 18 moves forward toward the coaxial 
cable 2 thereby compressing the spring ?ngers 27. This, in ef 
fect, causes the captivated nut 17 to be forced or drawn 
toward the left end of the barrel 18 which is that end which is 
mounted on the C-ring 22. This movement of the captivated 
nut 17 pulls the lugs 20 further into the locking areas 14 of the 
reentrant sections 12 until the lugs 20 abut against the left 
edges of the locking areas 14. This serves to lock the mating 
connectors 3 and 4 securely together. 

During this time, the rotation of the barrel 18 produces a 
screw effect which functions to pull the male connector 3 and 
the female connector 4 tightly together in the positive manner 
of a threaded connection until the front end of the outer male 
element 16 abuts against the interior shoulder 10a of the outer 
female element 10. This tightening process is accomplished in 
part by means of the cylindrical member constituted by the 
retainer nut 5 which encircles the male connector 3. Since the 
retainer nut 5 is secured to both the male connector 3 and the 
barrel 18, it responds to the above-mentioned continued rota 
tion of the barrel 18 by following its axial movement toward 
the right in FIG. 3 thereby forcing the male connector 3 
further inside the female connector 4. The resulting tight 
fastening together of the male connector 3 and the female 
connector 4 generally requires less than a full turn of the bar 
rel 18. 
The male connector 3 and the female connector 4 can be 

quickly disconnected by rotating the barrel 18 in a counter 
clockwise direction. During this movement of the barrel 18, 
the pressure of the spring ?ngers 27 causes the captivated nut 
17 to rotate in a counterclockwise direction thus moving its 
lugs 20 out of the locking areas 14 of the reentrant sections 12 
and into the entrance areas 13 thereof. This functions to un 
lock the mating connectors 3 and 4 and enables them to be 
separated by merely withdrawing the barrel 18. ln other 
words, as soon as the lugs 20 enter the entrance areas 13, the 
barrel 18 can be pulled backward toward the left coaxial cable 
1 and the mating connectors 3 and 4 will become discon 
nected. This disconnection usually requires only a partial turn 
of the barrel 18. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In combination, ?rst and second mating members 

adapted to be joined together by inserting at least a portion of 
said ?rst mating member into at least a portion of said second 
mating member, 
and tightening means for pulling said ?rst and second mat 

ing members tightly together in the positive manner of a 
threaded connection after they have been joined together 
by said insertion, 

said tightening means comprising a ?rst cylindrical member 
encircling at least a portion of one of said mating mem 
bers and having external threads formed thereon, 

a second cylindrical member surrounding said ?rst cylindri 
cal member and having internal threads formed therein 
and adapted to engage said external threads, 

and restrictive means for impeding rotation of said ?rst 
cylindrical member in a ?rst direction, 

said restrictive means including spring means positioned in 
side said second cylindrical member, 

and said ?rst cylindrical member having means for engaging 
at least a portion of said spring means. 

2. In combination, ?rst and second mating members 
adapted to be joined together by inserting at least a portion of 
said first mating member into at least a portion of said second 
mating member, ' 
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and tightening means for pulling said ?rst and second mat 
ing members tightly together in the positive manner of a 
threaded connection after they have been joined together 
by said insertion, ' 

said tightening means comprising a first cylindrical member 
encircling at least a portion of one of said mating mem 
bers and having external threads formed thereon, 

a second cylindrical member surrounding said ?rst cylindri 
cal member and having internal threads formed therein 
and adapted to engage said external threads, 

restrictive means for impeding rotation of said ?rst cylindri 
cal member in a ?rst direction, 

said restrictive means including spring means positioned in 
side said second cylindrical member, 

said ?rst cylindrical member having means for engaging a 
?rst portion of said spring means, 

and said tightening means further comprising a third cylin 
drical member, 

said third cylindrical member being disposed in encircling 
manner around one of said mating members and having 
means for engaging a second portion of said spring 
means. 

3. A coupling having ?rst and second connecting parts 
adapted to be joined together, 

said coupling comprising a ?rst cylindrical member having 
internal threads and rotatably secured to said first con 
necting part, 

a second cylindrical member, 
means carried by said ?rst cylindrical member for con?ning 
and locking said second cylindrical member inside said 
?rst cylindrical member whereby said second cylindrical 

I member is captivated therein, 
said second cylindrical member having external threads en 

gaging said internal threads for rotation of said second 
cylindrical member, 

holding means carried on said second connecting part for 
engaging at least a portion of said second cylindrical 
member and for holding it from rotation, 

and tightening means for pulling said connecting parts 
tightly together after they have been joined together, 

said tightening means including a third cylindrical member, 
said third cylindrical member being disposed in encircling 

position around said ?rst connecting part and responsive 
to rotation of said ?rst cylindrical member after said 
second cylindrical member has been held from rotation 
by said holding means, 

and means for attaching said third cylindrical member to 
said ?rst cylindrical member for axial movement 
therewith. 

4. A coupling having ?rst and second connecting parts 
adapted to be joined together, 

said coupling comprising-a barrel having internal threads 
and rotatably secured to said ?rst connecting part, 

a nut, - 

means for con?ning and locking said nut inside said barrel 
whereby said nut is captivated therein, 

said nut having external threads engaging said internal 
threads for rotation of said nut, 

restrictive means positioned within said barrel for impeding 
rotation of said nut in a ?rst direction, 

said nut being adapted to be rotated in a second direction in 
response to rotation of said barrel in said second 
direction, 

locking means for locking said connecting parts together, 
said locking means including a member carried by said nut, 

said locking means further including means on said 
second connecting part for engaging and holding said 
member in response to rotation of said nut and said 
barrel in said second direction, 

and tightening means for pulling said connecting parts 
tightly together in the positive manner of a threaded con 
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6 
nection after they have been locked together by said 
locking means, 

said tightening means comprising continued rotation of said 
barrel in said second direction after said member is en 
gaged and held by said means on said second connecting 
part whereby said barrel advances over said nut. 

5. A coupling having ?rst and second connecting parts 
adapted to be joined together, 

said coupling comprising a barrel having internal threads 
and rotatably attached to said ?rst connecting part, 

a captivated nut positioned inside said barrel and having ex 
ternal threads engaging said internal threads for rotation 
of said nut, 

restrictive means for impeding rotation of said nut in a ?rst 

direction, 
said restrictive means comprising a spring ?nger secured to 

said ?rst connecting part, 
said spring ?nger having an end portion, 
said restrictive means further comprising means carried by 

said nut and adapted to engage said end portion, 
said nut being adapted to be rotated in a second direction in 

response to rotation of said barrel in said second 
direction, 

locking means for locking said connecting parts together, 
said locking means including a member carried by said nut, 
said locking means further including means on said second 

connecting part for engaging and holding said member in 
response to rotation of said nut and said barrel in said 
second direction, 

and tightening means for pulling said connecting parts 
tightly together, 

said tightening means comprising continued rotation oi‘ said 
barrel in said second direction after said member is en 
gaged and held by said means on said second connecting 
part. 

6. A coupling having ?rst and second mating parts adapted 
to be connected, 

said coupling comprising a captivated nut, 
said nut being annular in shape with an interior surface hav 

ing at least one lug thereon, 
at least one reentrant section formed in said ?rst mating 

part and adapted for receiving therein said lug, 
a barrel having internal threads formed therein and 

rotatably mounted on said second mating part, 
said nut having external threads formed thereon for engag 

ing said internal threads whereby said nut is rotatably 
mounted inside said barrel, 

said nut being provided with detent means, 
said barrel having ?rst and second ends, 
at least one spring ?nger positioned inside said barrel at said 

?rst end thereof and ?xedly attached to said second mat 
ing part, 

said spring ?nger being adapted to engage said detent 
means for impeding rotation of said nut in a ?rst direction 
while providing friction for causing said nut to rotate with 
said barrel in a second direction and to move toward said 
second end thereof, 

and a locking area formed in said reentrant section adapted 
for holding said lug and thereby terminating rotation of 
said nut in said second direction, 

and said spring ?nger being adapted to become compressed 
in response to further rotation of said barrel in said 
second direction. 

7. A coupling in accordance with claim 6 and further com 
prising tightening means for pulling said mating parts tightly 
together, 

said tightening means including a cylindrical member encir 
cling said second mating part and responsive to continued 
rotation of said barrel in said second direction after said 
rotation of said nut in said second direction has been ter 
minated. 


