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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Luggage member formed of two engageable sections with 
latches mounted on the top wall of one section and en— 
gaging the other section. The strap is mounted on the 
latch in such a manner that lifting a free end of the strap 
releases the latch. The free end is mounted either on the 
same wall or on an angularly adjacent side wall, and the 
opposite end of the latch is ?xed to the top or side wall. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The luggage member of the type described herein may 
be either a suitcase or a trunk, formed of two separate 
sections which may be interengaged to form a closed 
member, or pulled apart for opening. United States Pat. 
No. 3,161,271 illustrates a suitcase of this general type, in 
which the suitcase has locks on the upper walls which 
are concealed by straps extending over these locks and 
around the side, these straps being releasable for access 
to the locks. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention provides a luggage member con 
sisting of two mutually engageable sections as generally 
illustrated in the above-referenced patent, but having an 
entirely different function and purpose. In the present 
luggage member the latches which interlock the two sec 
tions are hidden, these latches being ?ush mounted on the 
upper wall of one section with the straps extending over 
and concealing these latches. At the same time the straps 
have an additional function; when the free end is released 
the latch is activated so that the suitcase may then be 
opened. While the use of strap-actuated latches is referred 
to in United States Pat. No. 773,948, the present construc 
tion is considerably different, as will be described below. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a principal form of the 
invention. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the luggage 
member taken along line 2-——2 of FIG. 1, illustrating one 
of the latches in closed position. 
FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2 illustrating the latch 

in an opened position. 
FIGS. 4 and 5 are enlarged fragmentary views taken 

along lines 4——4 and 5-—5 of FIGS. 2 and 3. 
FIGS. 6 and 7 are views similar to FIG. 3 illustrating 

additional forms of the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
‘EMBODIMENT 

FIG. 1 illustrates a luggage member 11 which consists 
of two sections which are hinged together at the bottom 
and adapted to be closed together at the top. When closed 
the sections form a top wall 12, a bottom wall 13, side 
Walls 14 and 15, and side panels 16 and 17. Mounted on 
the main section is a handle 18 which is secured to the 
wall by means of loops 19 and 20. A lock 21 is also 
mounted in such a manner that it secures both sections 
to each other when in locked position, but may be re 
leased to free the two sections. Also mounted on the 
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main section are two straps 22 and 24 which extend along 
the top wall and around to the side wall. Throughout the 
description, only the strap 22 will be referred to, it being 
understood that it is identical to but opposite the strap 
24. The strap 22 is mounted to the side wall by means 
of a rivet 23 and is releasably secured to the top wall by 
means of a snap fastener 25, as best shown in FIGS. 2 
and 3. This snap fastener is a portion of the strap and is 
snapped to a button 26 which is mounted on the top 
wall. The strap 22 is secured intermediate the ?xed n'vet 
23 and the releasable snap 25 to a member 27 by means of 
a rivet 32, which is movable with the strap. This member 
27 is mounted in the manner of a hinge at point 28 to 
the top wall, and to it is secured a prong 29 which ex 
tends through an opening in the top wall. Mounted just 
below the top wall is a plate 30 which also has an opening 
through which the prong 29 may extend. 
As can be seen in ‘FIGS. 2 and 4, when the strap is 

secured to the top wall, the member 27 is ?ush with the 
top wall and the prong 29 extends through the top wall 
and through the opening in the plate 30. At the same 
time, the prong extends through an opening in a second 
plate 31 which is secured to the other section of the 
luggage member and is intermediate the plate 30 and the 
wall 12. This secures the luggage member against opening 
even if the lock 21 is actuated to free a localized portion 
of the sections. When it is desired to free the latch the 
strap 22 is pulled up at its free end by releasing fastener 
25 from its button 26. As shown in FIGS. 3 and 5, this 
simultaneously pulls up the member 27 and the prong 29 
so that the prong is above the openings in the plates 30 
and 31. The section of the luggage member which includes 
the side wall 16 is now free to move to the right as shown 
in FIG. 5. It is thus obvious that a simple motion of free 
ing the straps actuates the latches and permits the suit 
case to be readily opened. When it is desired to close 
the luggage member, the two sections are pushed together 
again, the straps are pressed down, and the fastener 25 is 
re-engaged with the bottom 26, a corresponding action 
taking place with strap 24. 

MODIFICATIONS 

FIG. 6 illustrates a modi?ed form of the invention 
in which a luggage member 41 includes a top wall 42, 
a side wall 43, and a strap 44. This form of the inven 
tion only differs from the preceding form in that the strap 
does not extend to the side wall but instead is secured to 
the top wall by means of a snap fastener 45 which mates 
with a button 46. The action of this latch is the same 
in that the prong 47 is secured to a member 48 that is 
secured to the strap 44, the prong extending through the 
plate 49. By sliding a plate attached to the mating section, 
similar to the plate 31 of the principal form of the inven 
tion, the same latching operation is accomplished. Al 
though this con?guration illustrates the use of a snap 
fastener, it may be possible to eliminate the fastener since 
the member 48 is rigid and the strap 44 is comparatively 
short. 

A. further modi?cation is illustrated in FIG. 7 in which 
the luggage member 51 consists of a top Wall 52, a side 
wall 53, and a strap 54. In this form of the invention, 
the strap is ?xedly secured to the top wall near the handle 
and extends around to the side wall where it is removably 
secured to the side wall by means of a snap 55 which meets 
with a button 56. As in the other forms of the invention, 
a member 58 is secured to the strap to which is secured 
a prong 57 extending into the opening of plate 59. In this 
form of the invention, therefore, the strap 54 is released 
at the side wall instead of along the top wall as in the 
other two forms of the invention, but the latching 
operation is exactly the same as in the other forms of the 
invention. It should be understood that in both of these 
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modi?cations the straps are duplicated by opposite straps 
as in the principal form of the invention. 

Further modi?cations are also contemplated within the 
scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A luggage member comprising a pair of separate 

mutually engageable sections, each section having top and 
bottom walls, right angularly adjacent side walls, and a 
side panel; said bottom Walls hinged together; a latch 
mounted on the top Wall of one of said sections and en 
gaging the top Wall of the other of said sections; and a 
strap mounted on said latch and releasably secured to 
a wall of the same section to cause said latch to selective 
ly interengage and disengage with said other section and 
thereby open and close said member at the top thereof. 

2. The member of claim 1 in which said latch is 
mounted on, and said strap is releasably secured to, the 
same wall. 

3. The member of claim 1 in which said strap is releas 
ably secured to a wall which is adjacent to the wall on 20 
which said latch is mounted. 

4. The member of claim 1 in which said strap is further 
mounted on a wall of the same section. 

4 
5. The member of claim 1 in which said strap is further 

mounted on a side wall and extends over said latch and is 
releasably secured to said top wall. 

v6. The member of claim 1 in which said strap is further 
mounted on said top wall and extends over said latch 
and is releasably secured to an adjacent side wall. 
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