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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLQSURE 

A bedpan employing a rigid annular seat and an inflat 
able annular member underlying the seat whereby the 
combined seat and inilatable member have only the com 
bined vertical dimension of the seat when the inilatable 
member is uninilated thereby enabling the bedpan to be 
easily placed under a patient after which the inilatable 
member is gently inflated to provide adequate space to 
conveniently receive three to four quarts of waste mate 
rial, liquid or the like. The annular inilatable member has 
a bottom member attached thereto and a liner is provided 
for the interior of the cylindrical member as Well as the 
bottom with the liner extending in overlying relation to 
the seat and being detachably connected to the external 
periphery thereof to enable removal of the liner along 
with its content after removal of the bedpan for easy 
disposal of the liner and its contents. 

The present invention generally relates to a bedpan and 
more particularly to a bedpan having a rigid conventional 
ly shaped seat and an inñatable cylindrical member con 
structed of -a plurality of inflatable tubes connected in 
superimposed relation to each other and communicated 
with each other to form a ñrm support for the seat when 
the bedpan has been inserted under a patient and the 
cylindrical member inflated. 
An object of the present invention is to provide a bed 

pan which has for one of its principal advantages the 
elimination of a patient being pulled, pushed or tugged 
onto a tive inch high rigid container regardless of the fact 
that the patient cannot bear to be moved without experi 
encing great pain and in some instances actual danger to 
the patient’s wellbeing occurs after delicate surgery and 
in other instances, when recovery apparatus attached to 
the patient should not be disturbed. This advantage is 
obtained by the provision of a bedpan which when in col 
lapsed condition has a total over-all height of less than 
one inch so that the bedpan may be placed alongside the 
patient’s body generally in alignment with the buttocks and 
by pressing the bedpan down into the mattress and slid 
ing it under the patient, he can be placed comfortably and 
painlessly on the ñrm smooth seat of the bedpan. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a bedpan 
which can be inflated to a predetermined pressure to pro 
vide a firm support for patients even though the patient 
may be a relatively heavy individual. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a bedpan 

having a liner in the form of a flexible container con 
structed of water soluble material having the open end of 
the liner attached to the external periphery of the seat 
and extending over top of the seat so that all material 
will be received within the liner thereby enabling the open 
end of the liner to be detached from the bedpan after it 
has been removed from under the patient and folded over 
into a closed relation and the entire liner dumped out of 
the bedpan and disposed of in a commode or the like with 
the soluble characteristics of the liner being such as to 
provide suñicient time before dissolving for disposal of 
the contents of the liner. 
Yet another object of the present invention is to provide 

a bedpan which is quite simple in construction, easy to 
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retain in a sterile condition, constructed of longlasting and 
dependable materials and relatively inexpensive to manu 
facture. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details of 
construction and operation as more fully hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, reference lbeing had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like m1 
merals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

FIG. l is a perspective view of the bedpan of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 2 is a longitudinal, vertical sectional view taken 
substantially upon a plane passing along section line 2_2 
of FIG. 1, on an enlarged scale, illustrating the specific 
construction of the inflatable member, the seat and the 
liner for the bedpan. 
FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of the bedpan in col 

lapsed condition with the forward portion thereof shown 
in section to illustrate the relationship of the inflatable 
member to the seat when in collapsed condition. 

FIG. 4 is a detailed sectional view, on an enlarged 
scale, taken substantially upon a plane passing along sec 
tion line 4-4 of FIG. l illustrating further structural de 
tails of the seat, inflatable member, liner and the structure 
for attaching the liner to the external periphery of the 
seat. 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the inflatable member 

wth the seat land liner removed. 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the water soluble liner. 
Referring now specifically to the drawings, the nu 

meral 10 generally designates the bedpan of the present 
invention which includes a rigid seat member generally 
designated by the numeral 12 ‘and an inflatable member 
generally designated by the numeral 14. The bedpan is 
provided with a water soluble liner generally designated 
by the numeral 1‘6 which receives material within the in 
terior thereof when the bedpan is used by la patient. 
The seat 12 includes an annular member 18 which has 

a downwardly and inwardly sloping surface terminating in 
a downturned inner flange 20 of relatively short vertical 
dimension and an outer downturned ñange 22 which has 
the lower edge thereof generally flush with the lower edge 
of the inner flange 20. As illustrated, the downwardly 
sloping surface of the annular member 18 merges with the 
flange 22 in la smoothly rounded edge portion 24 which 
provides a smooth contour for the exterior of the bedpan 
to facilitate insertion under the patient. The forward end 
portion of the annular member 18 is provided with a out 
out area 2‘6 which extends to the vertical flange 22 with 
the inner flange 20 extending to and merging with the edge 
of the flange 22 at the cut-out area. The shape of the seat 
generally conforms with the shape of a conventional bed 
pan with the horizontal width of the seat being greater 
than a conventional bedpan to provide for the additional 
comfort of the patient. The seat 12 is preferably con 
structed of a rigid plastic material preferably White in 
color to provide a clean appearance and the seat is easy 
to clean and easily maintained in a sterile condition. 
The inflatable member 14 is generally a cylindrical or 

annular inflated member having a shape in configuration 
generally the same as the shape and configuration of the 
seat with the inflatable member including three inflatable 
tubes 28, 30 and 32 with the lowermost tube 32 having a 
bottom panel 34 attached thereto and forming a closure 
for the inilatable member I4. The tubes 28, 30 and 32 are 
heat sealed together and provided with communicating 
passages 36 so that air introduced into the tubes will be 
equal in |all of the tubes. The intermediate tube 30 is pro 
vided with an adapter 38 through which an inlet tube or 
hose 40 is connected. Also, the tube 30 is provided with 
a pressure regulating device 42 which will assure iniiation 
of the inflatable member to the predetermined pressure to 
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provide sufficient support and rigidity for the seat so that 
the seat will be retained in a stable yet somewhat resilient 
supported condition even when supporting a large patient. 
The uppermost inflatable tube 28 is provided with a 

plurality of »tabs 44 of plastic material which are heat 
sealed thereto in peripherally spaced relation and each ta‘b 
44 -is provided with a female snap fastener element 46 

thereon. 
The female snap fastener elements 46 on the flexible 

plastic anchoring tabs 44 are detachably engaged with 
male snap fastener elements 48 rigid with the lower edge 
portion of the flange 22 with the male snap fastener ele 
ments facing outwardly as illustrated in FIG. 4, thus serv 
ing to detachably secure the inflatable member 14 and the 
seat 12 in assembled condition. The snap fastener ele 
ments 44 and 46 also secure the liner 16 in place. The 
liner 16 is in the form of a flexible bag-like container 50 
having an open end 52 with the container having sufll 
cient dimensions to line the interior of the inflatable mem 
ber when inflated as illustrated in FIG. 2 with the open 
end S2 of the liner overlying the upper surface of the 
seat 18 and extending downwardly around the periphery 
of the flange 22. When the liner is assembled with the 
bedpan, the free end 52 thereof is disposed in overlying 
relation to the male snap fasteners, while the female snap ‘ 
fastener elements are detached therefrom. Then, when 
the female snap fastener elements 46 are engaged with 
the male snap fastener elements 48, the liner 16 will be 
anchored in position. The flexibility of the liner is such 
that it will be disposed in a collapsed condition and ‘Y 
when the bedpan is inflated and the seat elevated, the bot 
tom of the liner will be disposed generally along the in 
terior of the bottom panel 34 and any waste or material 
discharged therein will cause the liner to conform with 
the interior of the bedpan. 
The inflatable member including the tubes, bottom 

panel and attaching pads may be constructed of any suit 
able plastic material of a desired decorative color such 
as an aqua or the like with the seams being heat sealed to 
withstand the inflation pressure which is limited by the 
regulator 42 which is in the form of a relief valve to 
prevent over-inflation. The liner may be constructed of 
various water soluble material such as polyvinyl alcohol, 
carboxy-methyl cellulose or an equivalent material hav 
ing a sufficient life even when subjected to liquids such as 
occurs in waste materials discharged by patients and the 
like to assure that the liner will have an effective life dur 
ing the period in which the bedpan is placed under the 
patient and to assure adequate time for the open end of 
the liner to be detached from the snap fasteners by man 
ually disconnecting the tabs after which the free end of 
the liner may ‘be folded over into a closed condition and 
the entire liner dumped from the bedpan into a commode 
or the like thus eliminating the possibility of rupture of 
the liner in the event of a large quantity of material there 
in if the liner was lifted from the bedpan. 
The end of the hose 40 remote from the inflatable 

member 14 is provided with an adapter 54 and a rotatable 
valve member 56. The adapter 54 is adapted for insertion 
into a pressurized container of gaseous material such as 
air or the like and the valve 56 is a rotatable valve so that 
when it is rotated to a desired position, air is admitted 
into the inflatable member and in another rotatable posi 
tion the valve 56 will close off the inflatable member 
and subsequently enable deflation of the inflatable mem 
ber when desired. Also, an adapter may be provided for 
the hose 40 to enable it to be connected to any source 
of air pressure such as may be provided in wall outlets, 
tanks or the like in hospitals. Regardless of the source of 
air, the valve arrangement enables controlled inflation 
thereof and the excess pressure valve assures that the 
inflatable member will be fully inflated but not over in 
flated. 
The bedpan thus provides complete containment and 
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disposal of maximum contents without any contamination 
and total sterilization of the bedpan including those used 
by patients with contagious or infectious diseases is 
achieved. A matching case may be provided for the bed 
pan to enhance the appearance characteristics thereof so 
that it may be easily stored in an attractive as well as 
compact manner. Also, if desired, the plastic material 
from which the components of the bedpan are constructed 
may `be impregnated with a germicide or bacteriostatic 
material which will further effectively reduce any possible 
contamination. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous modi 
fications and changes will readily occur to those skilled 
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the 
exact construction and operation shown and described, 
and accordingly all suitable modifications and equivalents 
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of ̀ the inven 
tion. 

What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A bedpan comprising an annular inflatable mem 

ber having an upper surface and adapted to be inflated 
under a user, a rigid seat member separate from said an 
nular inflatable member and adapted to rest on said upper 
surface of said annular inflatable member when in the 
inflated condition, a removable liner extending into the 
opening of said annular inflatable member t0 form a 
container for holding waste material, and means asso 
ciated with said annular inflatable member and said rigid 
seat member for selectively fastening said rigid seat mem 
ber t0 said annular inflatable member and to said liner to 
hold said liner, rigid seat member and said annular in 
flatable member in assembled condition, said selective 
fastening means including a plurality of fasteners extend 
ing from said annular inflatable member for connection 
with said rigid seat member. 

2. A bedpan comprising an annular inflatable member 
having an upper surface and adapted to be inflated under 
a user, said annular inflatable member having a first ver 
tical dimension when in the uninflated condition and a 
second vertical dimension when in the inflated condition, 
a rigid seat member separate from said annular inflatable 
member and having a bottom surface adapted to rest on 
said upper surface of said annular inflatable member 
when in the inflated condition, said rigid seat member 
having an inner flange portion extending downwardly 
from said bottom surface and an outer flange portion 
extending downwardly from said bottom surface, said 
bottom surface and said inner and outer flanges defining 
a recess, said annular inflatable member being received in 
said recess, the vertical dimension of said recess being 
greater than said first vertical dimension of said annular 
inflatable member in the uninflated condition and less than 
said second vertical dimension of said annular inflatable 
member in the inflated condition such that said annular 
inflatable member in its uninflated condition is nested 
under said rigid seat member to conveniently position a 
user on the bedpan, said rigid seat member being elevated 
by said annular inflatable member when inflated to the 
inflated condition. 
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