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ABSTRACT: A knockdown bracing device comprised of a 
resilient pressure applying member and an elongated clip for 
holding the pressure applying member in place. The bracing 
device can be used to clampingly engage various elements ofa 
wall structure during the period that an adhesive is used to 
permanently secure these same wall elements together. The 
pressure applying member is adapted to engage the exposed 
surfaces of a pair of adjoining wall panels being emplaced. The 
elongated clip can be disposed between and project through 
the adjacent and abutting side edges of the adjoining panels 
and can be provided at one portion thereof with means for 
releasably engaging a wall supporting element to which the 
wall panels are being adhesively secured and at another por-‘ 
tion thereof with means for releasably and adjustably engaging 
the resilient pressure applying member. 
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BRACING DEVICE FOR WALL CONSTRUCTIONS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to a temporary ?xturev or bracing 
device for use in effecting the ?nal adhesive assembly of vari 
ous elements of a wall structure. More particularly, this inven 
tion relates to an improved bracing device comprised of a 
resilient pressure applying member and an elongated clip. The 
clip has a con?guration whereby it can be disposed between 
and project through the adjacent and abutting side edges of a 
pair of adjoining panels, while being connected at its respec 
tive ends to a back support and a pressure applying member 
and with the wall panels being sandwiched between the back 
support and the pressure applying member until the desired 
adhesive bonding of the wall panels to the back support is ef 
fected. - 

Various temporary bracing devices have been designed in 
the past for holding wall panels in engagement with the back 
support of a wall structure, during the adhesive bonding 
and/or assembly of the wall panels to the back support. These 
prior art devices, one example of which is illustrated in the 
U.S. Pat. No. 3,229,435 to Olsen, granted on Jan. 18, 1966, 
have not been satisfactory for one or more reasons. One of the 
principal de?ciencies of the prior bracing devices resides in 
the fact that they are not usually reuseably by virtue of their 
becoming permanent parts of a wall structure and must be 
covered by batten strips, tape or the like. When used as a per 
manent ?xture, the bracing device negates the smooth ap 
pearance of a ?nished wall construction since the bracing 
device is an integral part of the ?nished wall construction and 
forms a protrusion. Further, if the bracing device is such that it 
does not form a permanent part of a ?nished wall construc 
tion, any attempt to remove it from the wall construction may 
not only cause damage to the wall construction but also to the 
bracing device itself, thereby inhibiting further use of the 
same. ' 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is the primary purpose of the instant invention, therefore, 
to provide an improved bracing device for use with a wall con 
struction made up of wall panels and a panel support wherein 
the bracing device includes unique means for releasably 
clamping the wall panels to the panel support until an adhesive 
used to secure the panels to the panel support ?rmly sets. The 
bracing device is of simpli?ed construction and can be re 
peatedly used by unskilled workmen in assembling and adhe 
sively securing various wall panels to various panel supports. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the accompanying drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a typical wall as 

sembly, parts of which have been broken away and illustrates 
how various embodiments of the bracing device of the instant 
invention may be used; ' 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged side elevational view of the clip ele 
ment for the bracing device of the instant invention; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged and broken sectional view generally 
taken along line 3-3 of FIG. 1 with parts broken away and 
shows details of preferred embodiments of the bracing device 
of the instant invention; 

FIG. 3A is an enlarged view taken generally along line 
3A-3A of FIG. 3 of the upper embodiment of the bracing 
device as shown therein and with parts removed; 

FIG. 3B is an enlarged view taken generally along line 
3B-3B of FIG. 3 of the lower embodiment of the bracing 
device as shown therein and with parts removed; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view taken along line 
4-4 of FIG. 3 of the upper embodiment of the bracing device 
as viewed therein and with parts removed; 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged and broken sectional view taken along 
line 5-5 of FIG. 1 and illustrates in detail certain other 
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2 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged sectionalview taken along line 6-6 of 

FIG. I with parts added in solid and dotted lines and illustrates 
adjoining wall panels being assembled to an underlying wall 
panel by a bracing device of the instant invention; 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged perspective view of a fragmentized 
section of the wall construction of FIG. 1 and further illus 
trates adjoining wall panels being assembled to an underlying 
wall panel by a bracing device; and 

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a channel shaped stud ele 
ment and discloses how the clip element of a bracing device 
may be used therewith. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

With further reference to the drawings, FIG. 1 illustrates 
several embodiments of reusable bracing devices or clamps 
identi?ed respectively as bracing devices 10, 12, I4 and 16, all 
the devices being usable to releasably clamp wall panels 18 to 
a panel support during setting of the adhesive used to bond the 
panels 18 to a wall support to form a length of wall. Each of 
the several embodiments of bracing devices 10, 12, I4 and 16 
includes a resilient pressure applying-member and an elon 
gated clip. The panel support, as indicated in FIG. I, can in 
clude the usual spaced upper and lower runners 22 intercon 
nected by series of parallel and spaced stud elements 24 or the 
panel support can comprise previously emplaced wall panels, 
one of which is appropriately cut away to receive one end of 
the elongated clip of the bracing device. 
With reference to the speci?c embodiments of bracing 

devices that can be used in practicing the instant invention, 
and as indicated particularly in FIGS. 1, 3, 3A and 6, the em 
bodiment of the bracing device identi?ed by reference nu 
meral It) comprises the clip 30, an elongated resilient pressure 
applying member 32, and a pair of panel engaging pads 34 ap 
propriately affixed to the ends of member 32. Member 32 is 
provided intermediate the ends thereof with a cutaway slot 36. 
A clip engaging pin or U-shaped staple fastener 38 extends 
transversely across the slot and the ends of legs of the staple 
fastener 38 are driven into the body portions of the member 
32 which bound the slot 36 in a conventional manner as best 
shown in FIG. 3A. Bracing device 12, as indicated particularly 
in FIGS. ll, 3 and 3B, is similarly comprised of a resilient pres 
sure member 32’ and a pair of corresponding panel engaging 
pads 34 af?xed to the ends thereof. 
A groove 40 disposed intermediate the ends of the member 

32’ is bridged by a U-shaped staple 42 which extends across 
the open end of the groove 40 and is driven into adjacent body 
portions of the pressure member 32’ in the manner shown in 
FIG. 38. It is to be understood that slot 36 and groove 40 are 
each of sufficient size to insure free insertion and selective ad 
justment of the clip 30 used with each device 10 and 12 rela 
tive to pressure applying member 32 or 32', as the case may 
be, and as will be subsequently described in greater detail. 
Each of the resilient pressure applying members 32 or 32' of 
the bracing device 10 or 12 can be made of appropriate 
material such as wood, metal, plastic or various combinations 
thereof. ' 

The resilient pressure applying members 44 and 44’ respec 
tively of the two bracing devices 14 and 16, see particularly 
FIG. 5, are each preferably made of a resilient and relatively 
thin strip of sheet steel. The resilient pressure applying 
member 44 of device 14 is advantageously bent into a U 
shaped con?guration in which the free-end portions are out 
wardly ?anged so as to be in nesting engagement with the ex 
posed side of the panels to be assembled to the back support 
of the wall construction. Member 44 is also provided with a 
cutout slot 46 located intermediate the ends thereof. The 
resilient pressure applying member 44’ of device I6 can also 
be U-shaped and a clip receiving groove 48 is located in 
member 44' intermediate the ends thereof. As in the case of 
the slots in the bracing devices 10 and I2,‘ the slot 46 and 
groove 48 of the respective bracing devices 14 and 16 are of a 
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suf?cient size to permit free insertion and selective adjustment 
of the clip 30 relative to the pressure applying members 44 or 
44’ with which it is used, as best illustrated in FIG. 5. 
The clip 30 used with any one of the aforedescribed resilient 

pressure applying members of the bracing devices I0, I2, 14 
and I6 is preferably formed by being stamped out of a length 
of relatively thin spring steel. As indicated particularly in FIG. 
2, one end of the clip 30 can be provided with an inwardly ex 
tending and relatively narrow groove 50. It further includes a 
series of preferably diagonally disposed teeth generally in 
dicated at 52, formed along one longitudinal edge 51 of the 
clip 30 and separated from each other by grooves 54. The 
edges of the teeth 52 de?ning the grooves 54 are inclined in a 
downward and inward direction toward the leading or forward 
end of the clip 30 provided with the groove 50. The lower ends 
of the teeth can be advantageously offset inwardly of or ter 
minate short of the longitudinal edge 51 of the clip. The 
downward and inward inclination of the edges of the teeth 52 
acts to prevent accidental or inadvertent disconnection of the 
clip 30 from its hooked connection to the resilient pressure 
applying members during use of the same as will become more 

apparent hereinafter. 
In addition to the aforedescribed groove 50 at the hooked 

end of the clip 30, a further closed end slot 56 or score line 
can be advantageously formed therein. When the clip is pro 
vided with a slot or score line 56, it is used as a reference line 
for cutting into the clip such as along spaced dotted lines 58 
(see FIGS. 2 and 6) by means of tin snips or the like to form a 
full cut out groove 57 therein. A wallboard can be ?tted within 
the cut out groove 57.when it is desirable to use the wallboard 
as an anchoring means for the clip 30 during use of the clip 
such as for recovering a previously walled structure. In this in 
stance, the length of slot or score line 56 can be made so as to 
deliberately be slightly in excess of the thickness of a standard 
wallboard or other wall covering. The other end 59 of each 
clip 30, which may be. considered as the handle or manipulat 
ing portion thereof, can include a hole 6i that enables the 
operator to collect a series of clips 30, e.g., on a conventional 
stringing device, to facilitate the handling and storage of a se 
ries of clips 30. 

In those instances where the back support for the bracing 
device constitutes a studding element 24, a series of spaced 
grooves 60 are cut or routed out of the panel engaging face of 
the stud 24 at appropriate points along its length, such as the 
two grooves 60 shown in FIG. 3. As indicated particularly in 
FIG. 4, a U-shaped staple or appropriate bridging element 62 
is then disposed across the open end of each groove 60 and the 
legs thereof are driven into the stud 24. The con?guration of 
element 62 and the longitudinal extent and breadth of the 
groove 60 are such as to allow free penetration of the hooked 
end of the clip 30 into each groove 60 so that the groove 50 of 
the clip 30 can ?t over and be locked to the staple element 62. 

In the event the stud element 24' is made of roll formed 
steel, whereby it is provided with a channel-shaped con?gura 
tion of the type shown in FIG. 8, the spaced ?anged portions 
of such a stud element 24' can include a series of elongated 
and closed end slots 64 appropriately formed therein. These 
slots 64 in the stud element 24' are adapted to receive the 
hooked ends of the clips 30, and it is to be understood, of 
course, that the channel-shaped studs 24' are normally inter 
connected to the usual channel-shaped runners (not shown) in 
order to form an overall back support similar to the one illus 
trated in FIG. 1. 

Although various schemes or practices can be used in con 
junction with the bracing devices of the instant invention for 
effecting assembly of the wall panels 18 or 26 as the case may 
be to u back support, normally an adhesive coating 66 is ap 
plied in it appropriate manner to the outwardly facing surfaces 
of the studs 24 in FIG. 1. If desired, the adhesive coating 66 
can also be applied to the runners 22. The adhesive coating 
can be of any appropriate time setting commercial adhesive 
having the characteristics of firmly bonding dissimilar materi 
als together while they are held in a clamped relationship. One 
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suitable commercially available adhesive found to be satisfac 
tory is an organic adhesive, especially a rubbery water-re 
sistant adhesive having a polyvinyl acetate base. After apply 
ing the adhesive coating to the studding, etc., one side of a se 
ries of adjoining wall panels 18 can be emplaced against the 
adhesively coated surfaces of the studs 24 such that the ad 
jacent side edges of a pair of adjoining-panels 18 in said series 
of panels are in substantial abutting relationship to de?ne 
panel seams l9 and 21 of FIG. I. If desired; the upper and 
lower edges of the panels 18 can be initially held in place 
against the back support such as by the nails 68 driven through 
the upper and lower runners 22 of FIG. l at the top and bot~ 
tom of the adjoining panels 18 during the installation of the 
bracing devices of the instant invention. 
As illustrated in FIG. 1, the width of each of the emplaced 

panels is such that each panel normally spans four spaced 
studs 24, whereby the adjacent and abutting side edges of any 
one pair of adjoining panels always overlies one of the studs 
24. In the embodiment of the bracing device 10, the hooked 
end of the clip 30 is forcibly inserted through the seam 19 
formed by adjoining panels 18 and manipulated by the opera 
tor along the length of the seam 19 until the hooked end of the 
clip 30 registers with a grooved opening 60 in the stud 24. 
Subsequent to such registry of the hooked end of the clip, it is 
then further manipulated by the operator until the grooved 
end 50 of the clip contacts and becomes hooked to a staple 62 
that bridges the opening 60 in the stud. Upon connecting the 
grooved end 50 of the clip 30 with the staple 62, the exposed 
end of the clip is then preferably inserted through the slot 36 
in the member 32 and between the bridging means 38 and the 
upper end of the slot 36. Then the pads 34 of the member 32 
are emplaced against the exposed and spaced surface portions 
of panels 18 along the adjacent edges de?ning the seam 19 
between adjoining panels 18, while the member 32 is forcibly 
?exed inwardly such as indicated by the curvature thereof in 
FIG. 3. Next, the bridging means 38 of the ?exed member 32 
is selectively disposed within one of the grooves 54 of clip 30 
and upon pivotal movement of the free or handle end 59 of 
clip 30 relative to the associated stud 24 there will be a locking 
of the clip 30 to the stressed member 32 and vice versa. This 
flexure of the member 32 forces pressure pads 34 into forcible 
engagement with the exposed surface portions of two adjoin 
ing panels 18 and acts to drive the adjoining panels 18 and un 
derlying stud 24 together and to retain them in a clamped con 
dition until panels 18 are ?rmly bonded to the underlying stud 
24 after curing and setting of the adhesive coating 66. In other 
words as the downwardly and inwardly inclined tooth 52 ad 
jacent groove 54 of clip 30 is slipped over and engages a staple 
or pin 38 of member 32 during a selected pivotal movement of 
clip 30 in a clockwise direction as viewed in FIG. 3, pin 38 of 
member 32 will be held in direct engagement with clip 30 at 
the same time pads 34 of member 32 are forced against the 
surface portions of adjoining panels 18 and panels 18 against 
stud 24 as a result of such engagement. 

In contrast to the bracing device 10 being emplaced 
lengthwise along the seam 19 of adjoining panels 18, the brac 
ing device 12 can be hooked to the same stud 24 as bracing 
device 10 so as to extend crosswise of the seam of adjoining 
panels, such as seam 19. Such extension of the device enables 
the pads 34 of the member 32’ of device I2 to apply sufficient 
pressure upon spaced surface portions of adjoining wall panels 
18 in order to effect the bonding thereof to the studs 24 that 
are spaced away from and on either side of the stud 24 which 
directly underlies the seam 19. The grooved end of the clip 30 
associated with the device 12 is connected in the same fashion 
to the stud 24 underlying the seam I9 but to another grooved 
opening 60. as indicated in FIG. 3. Upon the pads 34 of the 
resilient member 32' being emplaced in nesting engagement 
with spaced surface portions on the exposed side of adjoining 
panels 18, the member 32' is ?exed in a similar manner as 
member 32. After manipulation of the exposed end of the clip 
30 relative to its hooked stud 24 and emplaced member 32’, 
the bridging means 42 of the groove 40 on the member 32' is 
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selectively disposed within one of the grooves 54 between ad 
jacent teeth 52 of the clip whereby the ?exed pressure apply 
ing member 32' is hooked to the clip 30. The stressed member 
32’ then causes the pads 34 of the device to forcibly engage 
spaced surface portions of the adjoining panels 18 overlying 
the spaced studs 24 disposed on either side of the seam 19 in 
FIG. 1 and thus induce suf?cient bonding pressure between 
the opposed faces of the spaced studs 24 and the adjoining 
panels to be anchored thereto. 
With further reference to FIGS. 1 and 5, it will be noted that 

the bracing device 14 of the instant invention extends 
lengthwise of the adjoining panels 18 along the seam 21 in a 
similar fashion as the aforedescribed device 10. The grooved 
end of the clip 30 is forcibly inserted through the seam 21 and 
connected to the bridging means 62 of a groove 60 of the stud 
24 in the same manner as aforedescribed. The exposed end of 
the clip 30, after hooking of the grooved end thereof, is then 
inserted through the slot 46 of the member 44 while the ends 
of the member 44 are emplaced in nesting engagement with 
spaced surface portions of the adjoining panels 18 adjacent 
the seam 21. Upon such emplacement of the member 44, it is 
then manually forcibly spread open or compressed whereby it 
becomes stressed. With the emplaced member in a stressed 
condition, the exposed end of the clip 30 for member 14 is 
manipulated until one of the grooves 54 between adjacent 
teeth 52 of the clip 30 is slid over a body portion of the 
member 44 at the lower end of the slot 46 whereby the clip 30 
also becomes hooked to the compressed member 44 so as to 
maintain the member in its compressed condition. At this 
time, the ends of the stressed member 44 force the adjacent 
edges of the adjoining panels into bonding engagement with 
the stud 24 underlying the seam 21. 
The additional embodiment 16 of the bracing device of the 

instant invention as indicated in FIG. 1 extends crosswise of 
the seam 21 formed by another set of adjoining panels 18 in a 
similar fashion as bracing device 12. In this instance, after 
connecting the grooved end of the clip 30 to the stud 24 in the 
manner as described above, the ends of the member 44' are 
forcibly spread apart until they overlie the spaced studs 24 on 
either side of the seam 21. Upon one of the grooves 54 
between adjacent teeth 52 on the clip 30 being aligned with 
the groove 48 in the stressed member 44’, the exposed end of 
the hooked clip 30 can be manipulated into overlapping en 
gagement with the lower edge portion of the member 44' at 
the bottom of the groove 43 whereby the stressed member 44' 
is also connected to the clip 30 and retained in its stressed 
condition. Upon connection of the clip 30 in this fashion, clip 
30 of device 16 causes the ends of the stressed member 44’ to 
create appropriate clamping pressure to hold adjoining panels 
18 to the underlying spaced studs 24 until the adhesive 66 sets. 

In the situation where the wall to be worked on involves 
recovering previously installed wall panels, any one of the four 
clamping devices can be used to effect assembly and bonding 
of a pair of adjoining wall panels 26 to an underlying wall 
panel 18' of the wall construction, In this case and as illus 
trated in FIGS. 6-7, the bracing device 10 employs the clip 
30 in a slightly different manner than when hooked to one of 
the studs 2d. In this instance, the operator cuts one or more 
openings 28 in an old panel 18' and another groove 57 in the 
grooved end of the clip and the length of this groove substan 
tially corresponds to the thickness of the panel 18’, all as in 
dicated in FIG. 6. . 

After the operator applies a suitable coating of adhesive, 
generally indicated at 25 in FIG 7, to the exposed side of the 
panel 18' to be covered, a pair of adjoining panels 26 can be 
emplaced against the adhesively coated panel 18' and with 
their adjacent edges de?ning a tight seam 27 and with seam 27 
being usually offset relative to the seams between the original 
panels 18'. The clip 30 is next forcibly inserted through the 
seam 27 and manipulated along the seam 27 until the groove 
57 of the clip 30 slides over the body portion of the panel 18' 
at the bottom of the opening 28, all as indicated in FIG. 6, 
whereby the clip 30 is connected to the panel 18'. If desired 

10 

20 

25 

30 

35 

45 

50 

60 

65 

70 

75 

6 
and in order to maintain a tight seam 27 between the adjoining 
panels 26 during assembly, the‘upper and lower edges can be 
initially fastened to the upper and lower runners 22 by ap 
propriate fasteners in a manner similar to that illustrated in 
FIG. 1. 

After connecting the clip 30 to the panel 18', the exposed 
end of the clip is inserted through the slot 36 of the pressure 
member 32 between the bridging means 38 and the lower end 
of the opening 36 of member 32. Then the member 32 is flex 
ibly stressed by being forcibly curved while being selectively 
connected to the hooked clip 30 between adjacent teeth 52 
thereof, as indicated in FIG. 6 whereby the forceful engage 
ment of the pads 34 of the member 32 with spaced surface 
portions of the panels 26 along the seam 27 creates sufficient 
bonding pressure between the opposite faces of the adjoining 
panels 26 and the underlying panel 18'. 
Depending upon the results desired, the resilient pressure 

members of the various ?xture or clamping devices 10, 12, 14 
and 16 can be of any desired length so as to always extend to 
overlie the studs 24 spaced from the stud 24 directly underly 
ing a wall seam 19 or 21, as the case may be. Moreover, even 
though no more than two bracing devices of the instant inven 
tion are located at any one seam in the aforedescription, it is 
evident that any suitable number of bracing devices can be 
mounted along the length of a given seam without adversely 
interferring with one another. Although the resilient pressure 
members 32' and 44’ of the bracing devices 12 and 16 are 
disposed at right angles to the seam 19 or 21, as illustrated in 
FIG. 1, it is to be understood that the resilient pressure apply 
ing members 32' and 44' could be disposed diagonally of the 
seam 19 or 21 in extending crosswise thereof. Inasmuch as the 
various clamping devices 10, 12, 14 and 16 can be disposed 
lengthwise or crosswise of the seam defined by adjoining 
panels, there is always assurance that the adjoining panels will 
be adhesively bonded to the underlying back support without 
any buckling or distorting of the exposed portions of the 
panels that would otherwise mar the attractive appearance of 
the panels. 
By virtue of the clip 30 being comprised of a relatively thin 

strip of material, the clip can be forcefully inserted into and 
removed from the seam de?ned by the abutting side edges of 
any pair of adjoining wall panels without affecting the 
tightness of the seam or distorting the seam, such as leaving a 
gap in the seam where the clip was inserted. In addition, the 
resilient pressure member of any one of the bracing devices in 
being selectively connected between adjacent teeth 52 of the 
clip 30 assures maintenance of sufficient bonding pressure 
even if the adhesive coating shrinks somewhat during the cur 
ing and setting thereof. In all instances, after the devices 10, 
12, 14 and 16 have served their purpose, they can be readily 
removed from the walls to which they have been affixed so 
that they can be used over and over again. Furthermore, all of 
the devices l0, 12, 14 and 16 are made of relatively cheap 
materials. 
Advantageous embodiments of the instant invention have 

been disclosed and described. It is obvious that various 
changes and modifications can be made therein without de 
parting from the spirit and scope thereof as defined by the fol 
lowing appended claims, wherein: 
We claim: 
1. A demountable ?xture device for holding adjoining 

panels in a releasably clamped condition against a support, 
with the adjacent side edges of the adjoining panels being 
disposed in abutting relation to each other, said device com~ 
prising a resilient pressure applying member engageable with 
the panels and a clip means for engaging said member and said 
support, said clip means having a hooked portion at one end 
thereof for releasably engaging the support, a handle portion 
at the other end thereof and an intermediate toothed portion 
for releasably engaging the pressure applying member, said 
clip means upon a predetermined manipulation of the handle 
portion thereof effecting an engagement of the hooked por 
tion thereof with said support and an engagement of the 
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toothed portion thereof with said pressure applying member in 
order to hold the pressure applying member in pressure con 
tact with the panels and the toothed portion of the clip means 
being comprised of a series of diagonally disposed teeth ar 
ranged along one edge thereof. 
' 2. A device as set forth in claim 1 in which said resilient 
pressure applying member includes slot means engageable by 
the toothed portion of said clip means. 

3. A device as set forth in claim 1 in which said resilient 
pressure applying member includes groove means engageable 
by the toothed portion of said clip means. 

4. A device as set forth in claim 1 in which the hooked and 
toothed portions of said clip means are disposed along the 
same edge thereof. 

5. A device as set forth in‘claim 1 wherein the pressure ap 
plying member is in the form of an elongated barlike element. 

6. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein the pressure ap 
plying member has an approximately U-shaped con?guration. 

7. A device as set forth in claim 1 in which said support is 
comprised of a previously installed panel element to which 
said wall panels are to be adhesively bonded. 

8. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein said bracing 
device extends crosswise of the seam between the adjoining 
panels. 

9. A device as set forth in claim 1 wherein said bracing 
device extends lengthwise of the seam between the adjoining 
panels. 

10. A device as set forth in claim 1 in which said bracing 
device extends for a substantial distance crosswise of the seam 
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8 
of said adjoining panels to effect bonding thereof to more than 
one of said stud elements. 

ill. A device'as set forth in claim 7 in which said previously 
installed panel element includes an aperture for receiving the 
hooked portion of said clip. 

12. A demountable ?xture device for holding adjoining 
panels in a releasably clamped condition against a support, 
with the adjacent side edges of the adjoining panels being 
disposed in a butting relation to each other, said device com~' 
prising a resilient pressure applying member engageably with 
the panels and a clip means for engaging said member and said 
support, said clip means having a hooked portion at one end 
thereof for releasably engaging the support and a handle por 
tion at the‘other end thereof, said clip being further comprised 
of an intermediate toothed portion for releasably engaging the 
pressure applying member and a body portion located 
between said toothed portion and said hooked portion for 
separating the hooked portion from said toothed portion, said 
clip means upon a predetermined manipulation of the handle 
portion thereof effecting an engagement of the hooked por 
tion thereof with said support and a separate selective engage 
ment of the toothed portion thereof with said pressure apply 
ing member in spaced relation to said hooked portion in order 
to hold the pressure applying member in pressure contact with 
the panels and the toothed portion of the clip means having a 
series of diagonally disposed teeth arranged along one edge of 
the clip means. 


