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ABSTRACT: The invention relates to a display stand of a type 
commonly found in department stores and which has two 
general forms known as wall cases and gondolas. This type of 
display stand has a base or platform having a height of about 6 
or 8 inches from the ?oor. The base customarily has a base 
nose which has the general form of a longitudinally extending, 
rounded-off protrusion extending from the upper portion of 
the base and forming a toe space therebeneath. The invention 
is directed to a speci?c construction for the base nose and its 
attachment to the base, wherein a pair of generally semicircu 
lar shaped brackets are attached by hook means to vertical 
?anges on spaced apart base arms, and a nose shell having a 
cross-sectional shape corresponding to the shape of the 
brackets is mounted in engagement with the brackets. The 
nose shell is attached to the base arms by tab means received 
in slots in horizontal ?anges on the base arms‘ 
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BASE NOSE HOOK LOCK FOR DISPLAY STANDS 
The invention relates to a new and improved display stand 

of a type commonly found in department stores and which has 
two general forms known as wall cases and gondolas. 

This type of display'stand has a base or platform having a 
height of about 6 or 8 inches from the ?oor. It is customary to 
provide a base nose for the platform which has the general 
form of a longitudinally extending, rounded off protrusion ex 
tending from the upper portion of the base and forming a toe 
space therebeneath. 
The invention is directed to, and it is a main object of the in 

vention to provide, a new. and improved base nose assembly 
which is sturdy and rigid in construction and which affords 
simplicity and economy in the manufacture thereof. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention will become 

apparent from the following speci?cation, drawings and ap 
pended claims. ' 

In the drawings: ’ r 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a wall-type dis 
play stand having a base nose of the type to which the inven 
tion is directed; 4 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged’fragmentary perspective view showing 
one corner of the frame structure, including the base nose, of 
the display stand shown in FIG. 1; , 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary perspective partially exploded view 
of the frame structure of the display stand shown in FIG. 1; 
and 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view of the 
base nose bracket and a portion of the base arm of the display 
stand shown in FIG. 1. 

Referring to the drawings, and particularly to FIG. 1, there 
are shown fragmentary perspective views of a wall-type dis 
play stand and parts thereof which comprises a pair of slotted, 
spaced-apart vertical standards 4 and 6 separated by and at 
tached to a slotted brace member 7. A pair of base arms 8 and 
10 are attached to the standards 4 and 6 and the outer ends of 
the base arms are joined by a kick plate 12. A backboard 14 is 
disposed between the standards 4 and 6 with the board 14 
being retained in the illustrated position by reason of being in 
serted in mutually facing slots in the standards and an up 
wardly facing slot in the brace member 7. A base nose 16 ex 
tends across the upper portion of the kick plate 12 and is at 
tached to the outer ends of the base arms 8 and 10. A ?oor 
panel 18 having rectangular dimensions approximately the 
same as the rectangularly shaped area de?ned by brace 7, base 
arms 8 and 10, and kick plate 12 is mounted or attached im 
mediately above the base arms by means which are not shown 
and which have no bearing on the invention. 

Base arms 8 and 10 are identical to each other except that 
one is the mirror image of the other. A description of one base 
arm such as base arm 8 will thus also serve as a description of 
the other base arm 10. The same numerals will be used for the 
respective parts of both base arms except that the numerals 
for the base arm 10 have prime designations. This will also be 
true for brackets 30 and 32 described further on herein. Base 
arm 8 is of sheet metal construction with a generally rectangu 
lar shape and has hooks at the inboard end thereof which are 
insertable into vertically arranged slots 20 in the vertical stan 
dard 4. Base arm 8 has horizontal and vertical ?anges 22 an 24 
both of which extend laterally inwardly towards the other base 
arm 10. The vertical ?anges 24 and 24' have horizontally ex 
tending slots 26 and 26' at their upper ends thereof having the 
same elevation. The horizontal ?anges 22 and 22’ have a pair 
ofslots 28 and 28' at their outboard ends. 

Base nose 16 may be formed of sheet metal, is longitudinally 
extending and has a cross section which has a generally 
semicircular shape. As illustrated, base nose 16 is formed with 
bends and overlapping portions for both aesthetic and 
strengthening purposes. 
A pair of brackets 30 and 32 are utilized in connection with 

fastening the base nose 16 to the ends of the base arms 8 and 
10. Brackets 30 and 32 are identical to each other except that 
one is the mirror image of the other and they thus do not have 
to be described separately. Bracket 30 has a generally semicir 
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2 
cular portion 34 and a vertical ?ange 36 normal thereto. A 
hook 38 extends horizontally and upwardly from the upper 
end of the bracket ?ange 36. By tilting the bracket 30, the 
hook 38 may be inserted in the ?ange slot 28 and the hook will 
then function to hold the bracket in the position indicated in 
FIG. 4 wherein the bracket ?ange 36’ is in abutting engage 
ment with the base arm ?ange 24'. 

Bracket ?ange 36' is wider than the base arm ?ange 24' and 
has a rectangularly shaped opening 40' having one side 
thereof aligned with the inner edge of the vertical ?ange 24' 
leaving a stri of material adjacent thereto. The strip of 
material has a crimp 42' projecting in the direction of the 
?ange 24’. Crimp 42' serves to locate and providelateral sta 
bility for the bracket 32. . 

Brackets 30 and 32 each has a short horizontally extending 
?ange 44 extending inwardly from the upper edge thereof. 
The ?ange 44 has a cutout locating tab portion 46 which is 
inclined upwardly and rearwardly relative to the ?ange. 
Brackets 30 and 32 each has a short vertically extending 
?ange extending inwardly from the outer vertical edge of its 
midsection. 1 

Base nose 16 is shaped by bending to conform to the con~ 
tours of the brackets 30 and 32. In general, base nose 16 has 
elongated horizontal and vertical panels 50 and 52 which have 
abutting engagement with bracket ?anges 44 and 46. The 
upper edge 54 of base nose 16 has at opposite ends thereof 
two hooks or tabs 56 and 58 each having horizontally and ver 
tically extending portions. After the brackets 30 and 32 are at 
tached to the base arms 8 and 10 as indicated in FIGS. 2 and 4, 
the base nose 16 is attached by tilting it so that the hooks 56 
and 58 engage the base arm slots 28 and 28' and then allowing 
it to pivot until the panel 48 thereof abuts bracket flanges 44 
and 44' and the panel 52 thereof engages bracket ?anges 46 
and 46'. Base nose panel 50 has rectangularly shaped slots 60 
and 62 at opposite ends thereof having the same nominal 
widths as the locating tabs 46 and 46' of the bracket ?anges 44 
and 44’. With the base nose 16 in its assembled position as 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the locating tabs 46 and 46' protrude 
through the slots 60 and 62 to locate and provide lateral sta 
bility for the base nose relative to the brackets 30 and 32 and 
the base arms 8 and 10. 

Base arm ?anges 24 and 24' have hooks 64 and 64’ approxi 
mately midway between the ends thereof which have horizon 
tally and vertically extending portions. Hooks 64 and 64' open 
upwardly to receive the lower edge 66 of the base nose 16. 
Enough play or clearance is allowed between the base nose 
hooks 56 and 58 and the base arm ?ange slots 28 and 28' so 
that the base nose 16 may be lifted a small distance in the ver 
tical direction so that the lower edge 66 thereof may clear the 
hooks 64 and 64' during the assembly and disassembly opera 
tions. Hooks 64 and 64' provide vertical support for the base 
nose 16 while the base nose hooks 56 and 58 prevent pivotal 
movement of the base nose relative to the hooks 64 and 64'. 

Iclaim: 
l. A display stand comprising a pair of parallel horizontally 

extending spaced-apart base arms each having a horizontal 
?ange and a vertical flange, each of said vertical ?anges hav 
ing a horizontally extending slot with said slots having the 
same elevation, a ?rst bracket having a generally semicircular 
portion and a vertical ?ange normal thereto, said bracket 
?ange having a horizontally and upwardly extending hook, a 
second bracket formed as the mirror image of said ?rst 
bracket, said bracket hooks being inserted in said slots, said 
base arm horizontal ?anges each having a slot to form a pair of 
slots, a generally semicircularly shaped longitudinally extend 
ing nose shell, said shell having a tab extending vertically from 
each end of the upper edge thereof, said tabs being inserted in 
said pair of slots of said base arm horizontal ?anges, said shell 
engaging said ?rst and second brackets with the cross section 
of said shell generally corresponding to the pro?le of the 
generally semicircular portions of said brackets. 

2. A display stand according to claim I wherein said base 
arm vertical ?anges each has a upwardly extending hook to 
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form a pair of hooks, said shell having the lower edge thereof 
retained by said pair of hooks. 

3. A display stand according to claim 1 wherein said bracket 
?anges are wider than said base arm vertical ?anges, said 
bracket ?anges each having an opening having one side 
thereof aligned with the inner edge of one of said base arm 
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4 
vertical ?anges leaving a strip of material adjacent thereto, 
said strip of material being crimped in the direction of said 
vertical ?ange to locate and provide lateral stability for said 
brackets. 


