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ABSTRACT: An article suspension and carrying container 
which includes a die cut corrugated box and a die cut corru 
gate‘d insert which are scored and cut out in such a manner 
that when they are folded and set up, thelinsert is adapted to 
rigidly hold an article in an offset position so that suitable 
clearance is continuously maintained between the article 
being held and the walls of the corrugated box‘ 
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ARTICLE SUSPENSION AND CARRYING CONTAINER 

SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In general, this invention relates to an article‘ holding and 
carrying container which rigidly suspends the article being 
carried in a ?xed position so that it does not come in contact 
with the walls of the container. More particularly, this inven 
tion relates to a container which has been successfully devised 
to rigidly suspend a styrofoam “head” in such a position that a 
prestyled wig positioned on the “head” will not contact the 
walls of the container and will, therefore, arrive at its destina~ 
tion in its exact prestyled condition. 
Although this invention will be described in detail in con~ 

nection with its use as a prestyled wig carrier, it should be 
clear that it has equally suitable use in packaging and shipping 
many other articles, such as clocks, tools, instruments, glass 
objects, and other damageable items having a base portion. 
The wig industry and the use of wigs has increased greatly in 

the post few years. Television and other media have caused 
women in particular to become very appearance conscious._ 
The care and styling of a woman's hair has always been a 
major problem from the standpoint of time and expense. 
Prestyled wigs which maintain their styled condition for many 
months have solved the-hair problem for today's women by 
providing an instant hairdo. The provision of these wigs is 
most ef?ciently carried out when they are prestyled by the 
manufacturer prior to their being shipped to the customer. 
The shipping of these prestyled wigs has created considerable 
problems for the manufacturer in that shipment in available 
containers has resulted in destruction of the prestyling given 
to the wig. These unsuccessful shipping packages included at— 
tempts to hold the prestyled wig and its styrofoam “head" sta 
tionary within a box by surrounding it with shredded paper, 
newspaper balls, and other packing materials, The extra 
packing materials not only deformed the prestyled wigs, 
thereby ruining their styling effect, but also required an exces~ 
sive amount of labor and expense in packaging the wig 
originally and in restyling the wig after shipment. In addition, 
the customer incurred the additional expense of providing a 
carrying case for the wig. Thus, the need for a completely new 
shipping container for prestyled wigs became very apparent as 
the demand for such prestyled wigs increased. 

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to provide a 
shipping container for a prestyled wig which will overcome the 
disadvantages associated with prior art containers previously 
used to ship such wigs. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a shipping 

container for a prestyled wig which will rigidly suspend the head“ on which such wigs are positioned so as to maintain a 

clearance between the wig and the walls of the container. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a shipping 

container for a prestyled wig which is also adapted to be used 
by the customer as a carrying case for the wig. 
Other objects, features, and advantages will become ap‘ 

parent upon reference to the following detailed description of 
this invention and the drawings illustrating the preferred em 
bodiment thereof. 

IN THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. I is a plan view of a corrugated paperboard blank 
which is suitably scored, slotted, and cut so as to be adapted to 
be folded to form the wig-carrying box in accordance with this 
invention. _ 

FIG. 2 is a ‘plan view of a corrugated paperboard blank 
which is scored, slotted, and cut so as to be adapted to be 
folded to form a suitable insert for the box of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the box blank of FIG. I as it is 
initially folded to form the container of this invention. 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the folded box blank of FIG. 
3 at a later stage in its assembly procedure. 

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the assembled box of FIG. 4 
with the insert of FIG. 2 folded and positioned within the box 
to rigidly hold a “head" therein. 
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2 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the completed container and 

carrying case of this invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

In general, the preferred embodiment of this invention is a 
corrugated paperboard container which has been successfully 
devised to rigidly suspend a styrofoam “head" in such a posi 
tion that a prestyled wig positioned on the “head" will not 
contact the walls of the container and will, therefore, arrive at 
its destination in its exact prestyled condition. 
More speci?cally, the box blank 10 of FIG. 1 is scored, 

slotted, and cut so as to be adapted to be folded to form the 
box 12 shown in FIG. 4. The box blank 10 includes a front 
closing panel 14 which has a closing tuck ?ap l6 and a pair of 
insert retaining ?aps 18. Also included in the box blank 10 are 
a pair of side panels 20 and 22, a back panel 24, a top inner 
panel 26, a top outer panel 28, a top locking panel 30, a bot 
tom inner panel 32, a bottom outer panel 34, a bottom locking 
panel 36, and a pair of interlocking insert retaining panels 38 
and 40. The top outer panel 28 is modi?ed to include a pair of 
handle-forming cutouts 42. The top locking panel 30 has a top 
locking tab 44 which is adapted to be received in a cutout 46 
on insert retaining panel 38. ‘A portion of insert retaining 
panel 38 has been removed to form a pair of locking tabs 48 
and a locking tab access notch 50. Similarly, a portion of in 
sert retaining panel 40 has been removed to form a stepped 
locking tab 52 which is adapted to cooperate with locking tabs 
48 and access notch 50 on insert retaining panel 38 to inter 
lock panels 38 and 40. Insert retaining panel 40 further in 
cludes a pair of spacer portions 54 which are adapted to be 
folded perpendicular to each other to form an insert receiving 
space as shown in FIG. 4. The bottom locking panel 36 has a 
bottom locking tab 56 which is adapted to be received in a cu 
tout 58 on insert retaining panel 40. Additionally, side panel 
22 has a tuck flap access notch 59 which provides easy access 
to the closing tuck flap 16 when the container is closed as 
shown in FIG. 6. It should be noted that all adjoining panels 
are separated only by score lines 60 except panels 30 and 14, 
14 and 36, 38 and 24, and 24 and 40 which are separated by 
slits 62. 
The unique container of this invention also includes an in 

sert 64 (FIG. 5) which is formed from insert blank 66 shown in 
FIG. 2. The insert blank 66 includes a base panel 68 ?anked 
on its opposite sides by a pair of identical supporting ?aps 70 
an a pair of article holding ?aps 72. Each of the pairs of ?aps 
70 and 72 is connected to and spaced from the base panel 68 
by means of a spacer portion 74. These spacers 74 form the 
four sides of the insert 64 when the pairs of ?aps 70 and 72 are 
folded into their parallel positions with respect to base panel 
68 as can be seen in FIG. 5. The article holding flaps 72 each 
include arcuate cutouts 76 and a pair of tabs 78. The support 
ing ?aps 70 are each divided at their center by a tab receiving 
slot 80 which is adapted to receive the tabs 78 on the article 
holding ?aps 72. All of the panels, ?aps, and tabs on insert 
blank 66 are separated only by score lines 81. To assemble in 
sert 64 from blank 66, supporting ?aps 70 are ?rst folded into 
a position parallel to and overlying the base panel 68. The arti 
cle holding ?aps 72 are likewise folded to a position parallel to 
and overlying the base panel 68, and tabs 78 are folded and in 
serted into slots 80, thereby locking flaps 70 and 72 together 
and placing arcuate cutouts 76 adjacent to each other forming 
a circular opening. It should be noted that when the insert 64 
is utilized to hold a styrofoam “head," such as that shown in 
dashed lines 82 in FIG. 5, the “head" must have a base portion 
ofa larger diameter than the circular opening formed by arcu 
ate cutouts 76 and the “head" must be placed on the base 
panel 68 prior to the assembly of the ?aps 70 and 72. 
The initial steps in the assembly of the box blank 10 can be 

seen in the transition from FIG. 1 to FIG. 3. Connected panels 
38, 28, and 30 are folded forward 90° so that insert retaining 
panel 38 lies inside of back panel 24 and top locking panel 30 
lies inside of front closing panel 14. Similarly, connected 
panels 40, 34, and 36 are then folded upwardly 90° so that in 
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sert retaining panel 40 lies inside of panel 38 and bottom 
locking panel 36 lies inside of front panel 14. Next, top inner 
panel 26 and bottom inner panel 32 are folded 90° inwardly 
with respect to side panel 22. The con?guration at this point is 
identical to that shown in FIG. 3. 

Side panel 22 is thenpivoted to a 90° position with respect 
to back panel 24 while keeping top and bottom inner panels 
26 and 32 to the inside of top and bottom outer panels 28 and 
34, respectively. Top and bottom locking panels 30 and 36 are 
then sequentially folded inwardly to positions adjacent to top 
and bottom inner panels 26 and 32, respectively. Top locking 
tab 44 is inserted into tab receiving cutout 46 and bottom 
locking tab 56 is inserted into tab receiving cutout 58 to 
thereby lock the box into a rigid con?guration. The insert 
retaining panels 38 and 40 are then folded and positioned as 
shown in FIG. 4'where it can be seen that spacers 54 are 
folded perpendicular to each other to provide a space for the 
insertion of insert 64 and the locking tabs 48 are locked be 
hind the corners of panel 40 while stepped locking tab 52 is 

> locked behind notch 50 on panel 38. As can be seen in FIG. 5, 
the interlocked panels 38 and 40 provide a restraint for the en 
tire rear portion of the insert 64. Here it should be obvious 
that the opening in'the insert 64 is located nearer to the front 
end of the box than to the back end so as to compensate for 
the space taken by the spacers 54. To complete the package, 
front closing ?ap 14 is pivoted so that closing tuck flap 16 is 
inserted inside of side panel 22. Notch 59 is provided in side 
panel 22 to assist in the removal ofclosing tuck ?ap 16 when it 
is desired to open the container. lt should be noted that insert 
retaining ?aps 18 are folded upwardly 90° with respect to 
panel 14 prior to the closing of panel 14 so that they rest on 
top of the front portion of the insert 64 to restrain it from 
movement within the box 12. 
Hence, from the preceding it can be seen that this invention 

provides an insert capable of rigidly holding a based member, 
such as the “head" 82 shown here, and a box which is capable 
of containing and rigidly holding the insert so that suitable 
clearance is maintained between the object (such as the wig 
shown in dashed lines 84) held by the insert and the box. The 
wig 84 will be prestyled by the wig manufacturer and 
presumably positioned on the “head” 82 by means of a few 
straight pins. Thus, the “head" and wig are restrained from 
any movement within the box with the result that the wig will 
not suffer any damage and will arrive at the customer in it s 
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exact prestyled condition. It should also be clear that the con 
tainer of this invention is well suited to be continually used as 
a carrying case by the customer. 

Although but one embodiment has been shown and 
described in detail, it should be obvious to those skilled in the 
art to which this invention pertains that many changes and 
modifications may be made thereto without departing from 
the scope of the invention. 

lclaim: 
1. A carton for suspending and carrying an article compris 

ing a back wall, a pair of sidewalls, a hinged front wall, a plu 
rality of panels hinged to the upper and lower ends of said 
walls for closing the edges of said carton, a pair of opposed 
retaining panels, one of said retaining panels being folded ?at 
against the interior of the rear wall of said carton, the other of 
said retaining panels being ?rst folded ?at against said back 
wall, then reversely folded outwardly to form a horizontal 
ledge, and then folded toward the back wall, the free ends of 
said retaining panels engaging each other adjacent the back 
wall, and an article retaining insert member positionable in 
said carton in underlying relationship to said horizontal ledge. 

2. The carton of claim 1 wherein each of said retaining 
panels includes tab portions adapted to engage the body of the 
opposed retaining panel. 

3. The carton of claim 2 wherein said front wall includes a 
closing tuck ?ap adapted to lie adjacent to the interior of one 
of said sidewalls when said front wall is positioned to close said 
carton. 

4. The carton of claim 3 further including inwardly folded 
tab means carried by said front wall and said closing tuck ?ap 
and positionable upon closing of said front wall, into overlying 
relationship to said insert member whereby said insert 
member is rigidly held in the one end of said carton and the 
held article held thereby is held free of contact with the interi 
or of said carton. 

5. The carton of claim 4 wherein said insert member in 
cludes a cutout portion corresponding to that portion of the 
article that it is designed to grasp. 

6. The carton of claim 5 wherein one of said plurality of 
panels closing the ends of the carton includes a pair ofcutout 
portions forming hand-holding means. 

7. The carton of claim 6 wherein said article is a mannequin 
head. 


