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BLIND 0R SCREEN 0F THERMOPLASTIC MATERIAL 
Heretofore, blinds or screens have been made from bamboo 

strips or the like slats secured together by exposed interlaced 
?brous cord. These have usually been of one color and have 
been time consuming in manufacture and the exposed cord 
had a tendency to weather and break and destroy the blind. 
The present invention overcomes these difficulties by 

providing a blind or screen of thermoplastic material which 
can be of various textures or colors to provide suitable orna 
mentation. The blind or screen is formed of a plurality of slats 
having ?exible lands disposed between them with the lands 
provided with ventilating openings. The blind can be made of 
solid material or can be formed by sheets of thermoplastic 
material having elongate cavities therein separated by lands 
and the lands in register and secured together. 

If desired, elongate reinforcing members can be positioned 
within the blinds and secured to the lands to aid in supporting 
the blind or screen in a pendant position. Further, the cavities 
can be ?lled with heat-insulating material to retard heat 
transfer through the blind. 
Another advantage of the present invention resides in the 

fact that by selection of the color and texture of the ther 
moplastic material and by suitable embossing thereof a mul‘ 
titude of ornamental effects can be achieved in a simple and 
effective manner. 

Also, because of the structure of the present invention, 
variations of size can be readily made as required. 
Other features and advantages of the invention will be ap 

parent from the speci?cation and claims when considered in 
connection with the accompanying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view, partly in section, of a blind or 
screen of one form of the invention. 

FIG. 2 is a view, similar to FIG. 1, of another form of the in 
vention. 

FIG. 3 is a view, similar to FIG. 1, of a further form of the in 
vention. 

FIG. 4 is a view, similar to FIG. 1, of a still further form of 
the invention. 
As shown is FIGS. 1, 2 and 4, a pair of shells l0, 11 of ther 

moplastic material are formed with a plurality of cavities 12, 
preferably elongate, extending thcreacross. The cavities are 
separated by ?exible lands 13. The sheets are secured together 
with the cavities in face-to-face relation to provide slats 14 
with the lands in register and secured together to form the 
blind or screen. Preferably, the slats are substantially wider 
than the lands. 
A feature of this invention resides in the fact that the sheets 

can be molded, extruded or otherwise formed from variously 
colored and textured plastic material to provide a desired or 
namental and decorative appearance. 

For example, the sheets to be formed into the blind or 
screen can be extruded to provide a single color or a plurality 
of stripes of different color to produce slats of different color 
when the sheets are formed. As an alternative, strips can be 
made of differently colored or textured thermoplastic and 
shaped to form a slat with the adjacent lands. When the strips 
are assembled and the lands are registered and secured 
together, a blind or screen of the desired ornamental effect 
can be had. 

Also, one or both of the sheets can be embossed with an or 
namental design 15 on the slats as shown in FIGS. 2 and 4 to 
enhance its ornamental appearance. 
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As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, a plurality of spaced vent 

openings 16 are formed in the secured-together lands to ex 
tend therethrough. These vent openings are preferably elon 
gate and provide for suitable ventilation when the blind is in 
use. 

If desired, as shown in FIG. 1, a lightweight, heat insulating, 
?ller material 17, such as foamed plastic, kapok or the like can 
?ll the cavities forming the slats to prevent heat transfer 
through the material of the blind when in use. 
To facilitate the hanging of the blind or screen, a plurality of 

reinforcing elements can be provided. While the reinforcing 
elements can be open mesh stri s cords or the like, they are 
herein illustrated in FIGS. 2 an , as spaced tapes 18 which 
are stretch resistant and disposed between the sheets 10, ll of 
thermoplastic material. As shown, the tapes extend transver 
sely of the cavities and are secured to the lands 13 between the 
vent openings 16. These tapes provide the means for support 
ing the blind in a pendant position, when in use, and resist 
stretching of the thermoplastic sheet under extreme heat. 
They are located within the blind and protected against 
damage from the weather and the like. 
When the device of the present invention is to be used as a 

screen, as in the case of a room divider, the vent openings can 
be omitted, as shown in FIG. 4. 
Under some circumstances, it may be desired to form the 

blind or screen as a unitary structure. Such a device is shown 
in FIG. 3 wherein a solid sheet 101 is extruded from a ther 
moplastic material to provide elongate slats 114 separated by 
narrow, thin, flexible lands 113. The lands have the spaced 
venting apertures 116 therethrough. Here the solid sheet can 
be made of various colors and textures of thermoplastic 
material and the blind or screen can be made quickly and in 
expensively. 
With the structure of the blind and screen of the present in 

vention, not only can they be made to provide the desired or 
namentation, but they can be easily made to the required size, 
and in a simple but effective manner. 

Variations and modi?cations may be made within the scope 
of the invention and portions of the improvements may be 
used without others. 

I claim: 
I. A ?exible plastic screen each blind comprising a pair of 

sheets of thermoplastic material, each having a plurality of 
elongate cavities forming slats joined together by ?exible 
lands, said sheets being disposed with the cavities in face-to 
face relation with the lands in register and secured together, 
and a plurality of reinforcing elements disposed between the 
sheets and secured to said lands to support said blind or screen 
in a pendant position. 

2. The invention as de?ned in claim 1 wherein there are a 
plurality of spaced vent openings located in said lands for ven 
tilation. 

3. The invention as de?ned in claim 2 wherein said spaced 
reinforcing elements extend transversely of the cavities and 
are secured to the lands between the vent openings. 

4. The invention as de?ned in claim 1 wherein the outer sur 
face of at least one of said sheets is embossed with an orna 
mental design. 

5. The invention as de?ned in claim 1 wherein the lands ex 
tend horizontally and the tapes extend vertically and support 
the sheets in a pendant position. 
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