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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A sandal adapted to accommodate a foot encased in a 

surgical cast. The sandal is of non-bendable construction 
and is formed by a generally rectangular platform of high 
density foam plastic which is laminated to an underlayer 
of relatively rigid tread material. The forepart of the 
platform, from a transverse line lying below the ball of 
the foot and extending to the front edge, is of diminishing 
thickness to de?ne a wedge facilitating a rocking motion. 
Interposed between the platform and the tread is a fabric 
piece having complementary ?aps extending from opposite 
sides of the sandal, the ?aps being contoured to de?ne 
the vamp portion and the ankle cu?" portion of a full 
shoe when the ?aps are tied together against the cast. 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to sandals or clogs, and 
more particularly to a non-bendable sandal adapted to 
accommodate a left or right foot encased in a surgical 
cast. 

In order to immobilize a fractured or broken foot, it 
is the usual practice to encase the foot in a surgical cast 
which extends well above the ankle and takes the form of 
a rigid dressing made from gauze impregnated with plaster 
of Paris. Such casts, although somewhat fragile, are rela 
tively heavy and cumbersome. However, in most instances, 
one having a foot in a cast is still capable of walking. In 
fact, some exercise is desirable to stimulate circulation and 
promote the healing process. 

It is not ordinarily possible to step directly on a cast. 
The usual practice therefore is to walk with the assistance 
of a crutch so that the encased foot is not brought down 
on the ground. This makes walking very di?icult. More 
over, the cast remains unprotected, and should one in 
advertently take a step with it, the cast will be soiled 
and possibly damaged. 
While it may be possible to place an oversize shoe 

over the cast, this is not advisable, for conventional shoes 
are relatively ?exible, whereas foot casts are in?exible, 
so that the shoe would not protect the cast. On the other 
hand, should one use wood clogs for this purpose, the 
total absence of cushioning chracteristic of such clogs 
would make walking on an injured foot di?icult. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION 

Accordingly, it is the main object of this invention 
to provide a sandal which is attachable to a cast-encased 
foot, the sandal protecting the cast while facilitating 
walking. 
More speci?cally, it is an object of the invention to pro 

vide a non-bendable “walker” sandal of the above type 
whose con?guration is such that the sandal is capable of 
a rocking motion, thereby making walking possible despite 
the non-bendable character of the cast. This rocking mo 
tion may be of the heel or ball type or a combination 
thereof. 

Yet another object of the invention is to provide an 
inexpensive sandal having contoured ?aps which are lace 
able, making it possible to quickly and ?rmly attach 
the sandal to surgical casts of different size. 

Also an object of the invention is to provide a sandal 
of the above type which may be used as a post-surgical 

10 

25 

40 

45 

50 

55 

65 

70 

3,584,402 
Patented June 15, 1971 

1C6 

2 
shoe without a cast or as a “rester” shoe which may be 
worn on any painful foot. 

Brie?y stated, these objects are accomplished in a sandal 
of effectively non-bendable construction formed of a gen 
erally rectangular platform of high-density foam plastic 
laminated to an underlayer of tread material. The forepart 
of the platform, from a transverse line underlying the 
ball of the foot and extending to the front edge, is of 
diminishing thickness to de?ne a wedge. This facilitates a 
rocking action when the weight of the encased foot is 
brought to bear on the sandal. A similar wedge may ‘be 
provided on the heel of the platform. 

Interposed between the tread and platform and lami 
nated thereto is a fabric piece having two complementary 
?aps extending from opposite sides of the sandal, the con 
tours of the ?aps being such that when placed against the 
cast and laced together, the flaps de?ne the vamp and 
ankle portions of a full shoe. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING 

For a better understanding of the invention as well as 
other objects and further features thereof, reference is 
made to the following detailed description to be read in 
conjunction with the accompanying drawing, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a foot encased in a 

surgical cast and having a sandal in accordance with the 
invention bound thereto; 

FIG. 2 shows the sandal removed from the cast, with the 
flaps of the sandal outstretched; 

‘FIG. 3 is a side elevation of the sandal bound to the 
cast, 
FIG. 4 is a transverse section take in the plane indi 

cated by line 4—4 in FIG. 3; and 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a sandal similar to that 

of FIG. 1, but in boot size going above the ankle. 

DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION 

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is shown an injured 
foot 10 which is encased in a rigid plaster-of-Paris cast 
11. The coverage of the cast is such as to expose the 
extremity of the heel and the leading portion of the toes, 
the cast otherwise extending well up the leg to immobilize 
the injured foot. Attached to the encased foot is a sandal 
in accordance with the invention and generally designated 
by numeral 12. 
The sandal is constituted by ‘a platform .13, formed 

of high-density foam plastic material such as polyethylene 
or vinyl foam, having a slight degree of resilience to pro 
vide some measure of cushioning and springness. The 
platform is generally rectangular in form, with ‘a squared 
off rear edge 13A and a squared-off front edge 13B, the 
corners at the front edge being chamfered to impart a 
clog-like appearance to the sandal. 
The thickness of platform 13, as been seen in FIG. 2, 

is uniform throughout, except that from a transverse line 
X underlying the ‘ball of the foot and extending to the 
front edge 13B, the thickness diminishes progressively to 
provide a wedge formation. In walking, the weight of the 
foot is brought to bear on the platform and because of 
the wedge formation, this causes a rocking motion at 
the ball of the foot. Such motion facilitates movement 
without bending of the sandal and without imposing 
stresses on the encased foot. A similar wedge formation 
may be provided at the heel of the sandal. 

Laminated by a suitable cement or adhesive to the 
underside of platform 13 is a layer 14 of relatively rigid 
tread material which may be formed of hard rubber hav 
mg a good wearing surface which is ribbed to improve 
traction. The exposed face of platform 13 is planar to 
receive the plantar area of the foot cast. The weight of 
the encased foot bears down on platform 14 which pro 
vides cushioning to minimize shock, but the laminated 



3,584,402 
3 

platform and tread combination, when secured to the 
cast, is relatively in?exible and resists bending action 
in the course of walking. 

Interposed between platform 13 and tread 14 is a fabric 
piece 15, preferably made of canvas, the edges of the 
piece being reinforced with a bead. The piece is provided 
with two complementary flaps 15A and 15B which extend 
from opposite sides of the sandal and which, when 
brought up against the cast, de?ne the vamp portion and 
ankle cuff portion of a full shoe. The vamp portion 
margins of the ?aps are provided with rows of eyelets 
16 for receiving lacing 17 and the ankle cuff portion 
margins are provided with rows of eyelets 18 for receiving 
lacing 19. When the ?aps are laced together, the sandal 
is ?rmly secured to the encased foot and the wearer is 
then able to walk with reasonable comfort. But because 
the attached sandal is unbendable, only a rocking motion 
is permitted about the wedge portion at the ball of the 
foot. Should a wedge also be provided at the heel of the 
sandal (not shown), one may rock both heel and ball. 

While laces have ‘been shown as the means to hold the 
?aps to the cast, other known means may be used for 
this purpose, such as a Velcro fastener or strap and 
buckle arrangements. 
The sandal is also useable as a post-surgical shoe with 

out a cast, in which case one may turn down the cuff and 
use the sandal in the form of a half shoe. But when used 
as a “walker” for a foot in a cast, it is important to keep 
the ankle cuff turned up to prevent any relative motion 
between the cast and sandal. The sandal may also be 
worn, cuff up or down, as a “rester” shoe on any painful 
foot. 
While there have been shown and described prefererd 

emobidments of the invention, it will be appreciated that 
many changes and modi?cations may be made therein 
without, however, departing from the essential spirit of 
the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A non-bendable sandal adapted to accommodate a 

foot encased in a surgical cast, said sandal comprising: 
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(A) a generally rectangular platform formed or foam 

plastic material, the forepart of the platform being 
of diminishing thickness from a transverse line 
underlying the ball of the foot and extending to the 
front edge to de?ne a wedge facilitating a rocking 
motion, the upper surface of the platform being 
planar to receive the plantar area of the cast, 

(B) a relatively stiff tread layer laminated to the under 
side of the platform, 

(C) a contoured piece interposed between the plat 
form and layer and laminated thereto, said piece 
having complementary ?aps extending from oposite 
sides of the sandal, said ?aps, when brought together 
against the cast, de?ning the vamp portion and ankle 
cuff portion of a full shoe, and 

(D) means to connect the ?aps to each other to secure 
the sandal to the cast. 

2. A sandal as set forth in claim 1, wherein said plat 
form is formed of high-density polyethylene foam having 
a slight resilience. 

3. A sandal as set forth in claim 1, wherein said tread 
layer is formed of hard rubber which is ribbed. 

4. A sandal as set forth in claim 1, wherein said means 
are constituted by laces. 

5. A sandal as set forth in claim 1, wherein said piece 
is formed by canvas. 

6. A sandal as set forth in claim 1, wherein the heel 
portion of the platform is of diminishing thickness to 
de?ne a wedge facilitating a rocking motion. 
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