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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

Footwear of the kind having a tread extended at the 
back to form a heel end portion of the upper are made 
from moulded components comprising integral tread and 
rear portions with borders ?anged and grooved for upper 
attachment. 

This invention relates to shoes or boots and like articles 
of footwear which may ‘be either of conventional shape, 
with a projecting heel, or of a shape, known for children’s 
shoes and also for automobile drivers’ shoes, in which a 
full-length sole, 'or tread, is extended at the back to form 
a rounded heel and an integral heel end portion of the 
upper. 
The present invention provides an improved integral 

tread and heel end upper component for footwear. 
The invention will be described as applied to shoes but 

the term “shoe” is intended to include, Where the context 
is appropriate, any corresponding article of footwear, 
such as a boot, sandal or slipper. 
According to the invention, a shoe or other footwear 

component consists of a one-piece moulding, of an elasto 
meric plastics or like material, comprising a tread portion, 
shaped as or equivalent to a sole and heel or full-length 
sole, and a rear portion, forming a heel end upper portion 
or a counter, the two portions being moulded integrally 
with a substantially right-angle turn at the rear of the 
tread portion, the border of the component along the sides 
and round the toe of the tread portion being moulded to 
a stepped cross-sectional shape, in the form of an integral 
rib or ?ange or a groove, for the attachment of one or more 
footwear upper parts. 

In the case of the rear portion of the moulded com 
ponent forming a heel end upper portion, no additional 
upper part is required around the back of the heel and the 
rear ends of the sides of an upper can be secured to the 
sides of the heel end upper portion of the moulded com 
ponent. 

In the case of the rear portion forming a counter, the 
counter may be internal, as a lining or stiffener, or ex 
ternal and a portion or portions of the upper may extend 
externally or internally around the counter and be secured 
thereto. 
A footwear component in accordance with the inven 

tion offer advantages both in manufacture and use. By 
moulding the rear portion integrally with the tread portion. 
the dit?culty is avoided of forming a heel end upper part 
or incorporating a counter in making-up of a shoe, the 
inside surface of the shoe below and at the back of the 
heel can be smoothly shaped for comfortable ?tting and 
the shape of the shoe at and around the heel does not rely 
on the way in which the upper is made-up and attached. 
In other words, the basic shape of the shoe as regards the 
important tread and heel end upper or counter portions is 
determined by a one-piece moulding which can have a 
smooth inside surface of any required shape and the upper 
can be designed to serve only its purpose of covering the 
upper part of the foot without the ?nal form of the shoe 
being dependent on making~up of the upper. 
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By the provision of the moulded component with an 

integral rib or ?ange or with a groove, attachment of the 
upper is facilitated and provision may be made for upper 
attachment by either or both adhesive and stitching. 
The invention is illustrated by way of example on the 

accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 shows in part-sectional perspective a moulded 

component for a child’s shoe and part of an upper secured 
thereto, 
FIG. 2 is a similar view of a moulded component for a 

shoe of conventional sole-and-heel shape, 
FIG. 3 is a further similar view of a moulded compo 

nent in which the rear end portion is an internal counter, 
and 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary cross-section through one form 

of joint between a moulded component and an upper. 
The moulded component of the shoe shown by FIG. 1 

has a tread portion 1 and rear portion 2, in the form of a 
heel end upper portion, merging together through a smooth 
substantially right-angled bend 3 at the back of the heel. 
The border of the moulded component is formed to 

stepped cross-sectional shape by an integral ?ange 4 and 
also a groove 5 extending close to the edge around the toe 
and along the sides up to the top of the heel end upper 
portion 2. 
An upper 6 is secured, by either or both adhesive and 

stitching, to the ?ange 4 and with the edge of the upper 
material concealed in the groove 5'. 

In the shoe illustrated by FIG. 1, the upper is formed 
integrally with an ankle strap 7 but this is only by way 
of example and it will be apparent that any form of upper, 
such as of a shoe, boot or sandal type, may be used. 
The moulded component of the shoe shown ‘by FIG. 2 

is basically similar to that of FIG. 1, corresponding parts 
having the same reference numerals, but the tread portion 
1 is moulded with a conventional projecting heel 8 and 
the upper 9 is of tiedup shape with a tongue 10. The heel 
end upper portion 2 could be covered or lined so that it 
also serves as a stiffening counter. 
FIG. 3 is an example of a shoe in which the rear por 

tion 2 of the moulded component forms an internal 
counter into which the ?ange 4 merges so that the stepped 
cross-sectional shape is formed by the ?ange 4 around the 
tread border and by a surface of the portion 2 meeting 
the tread portion around the heel. The portion 2 is covered 
by a part 11 of the upper 12 extending around the back 
of the heel from side seams 13. The upper part 11 could 
of course have a middle seam at the back of the heel. 

In the shoe of FIG. 3, only the step, formed by the 
?ange 4 and the counter 2, is provided for attachment of 
the upper, the groove 5 being omitted, and the edge 14 
of the upper is turned outwardly to lie on the margin of 
the moulded component to which it is stitched, as indi 
cated at 15. 

_Around the back of the counter 2, the upper part 11 
need only be adhesively secured to the outer surface of 
the counter and thus edge-seaming of the lower edge of 
the upper around the back of the heel is saved. 
Another form of edge joint, which may be used for any 

form of the moulded component and shoe upper, is illus 
trated by FIG. 4 in which a groove 16, around the under 
side of the margin of the moulded component, is provided 
to serve as a sewing machine guide step, to facilitate loca 
tion of the line of stitching 15, and also protect the stitch 
ing in wear. 

In addition, the moulded component has an integral 
peripheral bead 17 which masks the edge 14 of the upper 
to provide a neat ?nish. 
The moulded component may be made from any of the 

elastomeric materials now available for moulded footwear 
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components, for example rubber or rubber-like materials, 
arti?cialleathers or plastics such as polyvinyl chloride. 

Instead of using adhesive, joints may be welded when 
one or both components to be joined together is made 
of or incorporates a suitable thermoplastic material, e.g. 
polyvinyl chloride. 

Also, at a joint between the moulded component and 
an upper, an additional strip of material may be provided 
as a ?lling, binding or masking strip. For example, such 
a strip may be inserted along a groove to cover the edge of 
the upper, particularly around the tread portion of the 
moulded component. 

I claim: 
1. A footwear component consisting of a one-piece 

moulding of an elastomeric material and comprising a 
tread portion and a rear portion, said portions being inte 
gral through a substantially right-angled turn at the rear 
of the tread portion, said rear portion forming a heel end 
upper portion and the border of said component, along 
the sides and around the toe of the tread portion and 
along the side borders of the rear portion, being moulded 
to a stepped cross-sectional shape for attachment of a 
footwear upper. 

2. A footwear component according to claim 1, said 
stepped cross-sectional shape having the form of a ?ange 
and a groove and, in combination ‘therewith, an upper se 
cured to the ?ange with the edge of the upper concealed 
in the groove. 

3. A footwear component according to claim 1, in 
which the border of said tread portion has a peripheral 
bead and, in combination with said component, an upper 
secured thereto with the edge of said upper around said 
tread portion concealed by said bead. 
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4. * . 

' 4. A footwear component consisting of a one-piece 
moulding of an elastomeric material and comprising a 
tread portion and a rear portion, said portions being in 
tegral through a substantially right-angled turn at the 
“rear of the tread portion, said rear portion forming a 
counter, the border of said tread portion, along the sides 
and around the toe thereof, ‘being moulded to a stepped 
cross-sectional shape and a surface of said counter form 
ing, with said tread portion, a stepped cross-sectional 
shape, said stepped cross-sectional shapes forming means 
for attachment of a footwear upper to said component. 

5. A footwear component according to claim 4, said 
moulded stepped cross-sectional shape of the border of 
said tread portion having an upstanding ?ange merging 
into said counter. 

6. A footwear component according to claim 5 and, in 
combination therewith, an upper secured to the border of 
said tread portion and to said counter. 

7. A footwear component according to claim 6, in 
which the border of said tread portion has a peripheral 
bead masking an edge of said upper around the border of 
said tread portion. 
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