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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A hoisting tool comprising: a body portion; coaxial 
snap hooks at each end of said body portion; a tool hook 
projecting outwardly from one side of said body portion 
and terminating in a bight running parallel to said body 
portion, and a tag line hook extending medially from said 
body portion with its ‘body lying in a plane at right angles 
to the plane of said tool hook. 

Work on elevated communication or power lines can 
not be done e?iciently by one man alone. At least one 
man must work aloft. Since the man working aloft may 
require a considerable variety of tools, many of them 
awkward and cumbersome, such as power drills or saws, 
it is necessary in the interest of ef?ciency to have a 
ground man, who is able by means of a handline operat 
ing through a pulley rigged aloft, to send up or take down 
tools as the man aloft may require. The individual loads 
to be handled are not heavy so only a single sheave and a 
rope of, say, 1?i-inch to 1/2-inch manila will su?ice. It is 
further in the interest of e?iciency to have the rope or 
handline of considerable length so that at all times both 
ends of the rope are under the control of the ground 
man. 

Heretofore, when it has been necessary to send the tool 
to the man aloft, it has been the practice to form a rather 
complicated knot, generally in the nature of a “sheep 
shank,” in one end of the line, such a knot forming a loop ‘ 
which can engage the tool. The ground man may then 
hoist on the other end of the line while using the end 
to which the tool is attached as a “tagging line” whereby 
he can stand well clear of the working position of the 
man aloft and manipulate the tool carrying line to avoid 
obstacles such as .guy wires which might be in its path. 
This, however, requires that the ground man have one 
hand engaged in managing the line as a tagging line and 
doing hoisting with the other end of the line, a manifestly 
awkward position. 
The present invention obviates these difficulties by pro 

viding a member which can engage two lines (or the ends 
of a single line), which provides an adequate tool-engaging 
hook, and also provides a properly located tagging hook 
whereby the “pulling” end of the line is the only one 
requiring the attention of the ground man who, accord 
ingly, can devote both hands to hoisting. 

It is, therefore, an object of this invention to provide 
a tool-hoisting device which also accommodates a tag 
ging line. 
The foregoing and other objects will be made clear 

from the following detailed description taken in connec 
tion with the annexed drawing, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic view showing the device in 
operation; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevation of the device; 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view of the device; and 
FIG. 4 is an end elevation of the device. 
Referring now to FIG. 1, 10 indicates a pole having a. 

cross arm 12 to which a pulley 14 is secured by a chain 
or rope 16. A line 18 passes over the pulley 14 and has 
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formed at one end a loop 20 and at the other end a loop 
22. The device of this invention is generally designated 
24 and comprises a body portion 26 having at one end a 
snap hook 28 which engages a loop 20 and at its opposite 
end a similar snap hook 30 which engages the loop 22. 

Adjacent the snap hook 30 and projecting from the 
body portion 26 is a tool-engaging hook 32 while from 
the opposite side of the body portion 26 there projects a 
tagging line hook 34. 
A tool 36 engages the hook 32 while the hook 34 en 

gages the line 18. 
Now, if the ground man stands well clear of the pulley 

14 and hoists on that portion of the device 24, he exerts 
also a lateral force tending to hold the device 24 at an 
angle to the vertical relative to the pole 10. This gives the 
effect of a tagging line and permits the ground man to 
cause the device 24 and the tool 36 to avoid such obstacles 
as guy wires. Also, by standing well clear of the cross 
bar 12, the ground man is in no danger of being struck 
by anything which may be dropped by the man aloft. 

Referring now to FIGS. 2, 3 and 4, it will be seen that 
the snap hooks 28 and 30 are of conventional type, having 
slidable closures 38 at each end under the control of but 
tons 40 and being impelled to closed position by a com 
mon compression spring 42. The tool-engaging hook 32 
terminates in an elongated bight 32' which extends paral 
lel to the body 26 and is of su?‘icient depth to insure 
against dislodgement of the tool 36 during hoisting or 
lowering operations. ' 
As FIGS. 3 and 4 make it abundantly clear, the tagging 

line hook 34 lies in a plane normal to the body portion 
26 and, of course, also to that of the hook 32. The free 
end 34’ of the hook 34 approaches the body portion 26 
close enough just to provide clearance for the line 18 
and the center of the hook 34 directly overlies the center 
of the body portion 26 which makes for stability of the 
structure when in use. 
For work on “live” power lines, it may be desirable to 

coat the entire structure with neoprene or other suitable 
insulating material to avoid any possible shorting by in 
advertent contact by the tool with a live conductor. 

While certain speci?c details have been shown and 
described herein, doubtless certain modi?cations in struc 
ture will subject themselves to anyone skilled in the art 
who may peruse this speci?cation. Accordingly, the inven 
tion is not to be limited to the precise details disclosed 
herein. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A hoisting tool comprising: a body portion; snap 

hooks at each end of said body portion; a tool hook 
projecting outwardly from one side of said body portion 
and terminating in a bight running parallel to said body 
portion, and a tag line hook extending medially from said 
‘body portion with its body lying in a plane at right angles 
to the plane of said tool hook. 

2. The tool of claim 1, in which the tag line hook is 
circular in outline. 

3. The tool of claim 2, in which the center of the 
tag line hook overlies the center line of the body portion. 
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