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ABSTRACT: A detachable stand for supporting a machine 
such as a stenotype, which comprises a socket, fastening 
means for securing the stenotype to said socket, three legs 
pivotally connected by their upper ends to said socket, each 
leg comprising an upper section and a lower section consisting 
of channel elements having their aperture facing inwards and 
pivotally interconnected so that they can assume, in an opera 
tive position of said stand, either a ?rst position in which said 
pair of leg-forming sections are in mutual alignment and such 
that when said stand is placed on the floor the stenotype is at a 
proper level for an operator sitting on a chair, or another posi 
tion in which said lower section is folded into said upper sec 
tion and such that when said stand is placed on a table, the 
stenotype is at a proper height for a standing operator. 

is 
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STENOTYFE TRIPOD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present invention relates to improvements in'steno 

types and more particularly to support means for keyboard 
operated machines of this character; _ ' 

When a secretary must operate outsideher office to record 
a letter or a conversation on her stenotype, a chair and a table 
are not always available for her and her machine. It only a 
chair is available she must work with the machine on her lap, 
and if only a narrow table corner is offered for this purpose, 
she can put the machine thereon but in most instances, due to 
the difference in height between the table top and the secreta- ' 
ry she is compelled to work- by leaning forward more or less. In 
either case the working'position is uncomfortable and there 
fore the secretary’s task isall the more difficult. 

Adjustable stands for supporting stenotypes have already 
been proposed, such as telescopic stands-like those usually 
referred to as camera tripods, but'these devices, like other 
devices of the same type, are objectionable due to their rela 
tively high cost and/or their lack of ‘stability and rigidity when 
the machine has been ?tted thereon. - 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
It is the essential object of this invention to avoid these vari 

ous drawbacks by providing a stenotype stand adapted to be 
used conveniently by a secretary whenever only a .chair or a 
table are available to her. ' ' - 

It is another object of this invention to provide a detachable 
stand for stenotype and likfliimachin‘es, which is advantageous 
from the dual point of viewibf its manufacturing'cost and its 
very satisfactory rigidity and stability. 1 ' 

Furthermore, this invention has for its object a detachable 
stand adapted to fit directly or indirectly to any type of steno 
type or like machines. ’ , _ 

It is a complementary object of- this invention to provide a 
stenotype stand adapted to be set very rapidly to its upper or 
lower position from an initial momentary lower or upper posi 
tion respectively, according‘to requirements. ‘ ' 
To this end, the support meansaccording to this invention 

consisting essentially of an adjustable and detachable ‘stand for 
supporting a stenotype of like machine, which comprises a 
substantially cylindrically socket, means for securing the 
stenotype to said socket, three legs having their upper ends 
pivotally connected to said socket about three axes disposed 
in the transverse plane of said socket so as to constitute the 
sides of an equilateral triangle, said legs being adapted to as 
sume two positions, namely an inoperative position in which 
said legs are substantially parallel to each other end perpen 
dicular to said plane, and an operative position in which said 
legs are equally inclined in relation to said plane, it charac 
terized in that each let comprises an upper section and a lower 
section each consisting of a channel element open to the in 
side, said element being pivotally interconnected so that it can 
assume in said operative leg position either a ?rst position in 
which the two sections are in mutual alignment and wherein, 
when the stand bears on the floor, the stenotype‘ is at the 
proper level for a sitting user, or a second position in which 
the lower section is folded intothe upper section and wherein, 
when the stand bears on a table top, the stenotype is at a 
proper height for a standing user. 
Locking means are provided at the joints between the leg 

sections, these means locking the legs automatically in their 
outstretched position. ' 

On the other hand, each outer or lower leg section is 
adapted to be folded inwards in said folded leg position, and to 
fit snuggly and completely in the companion inner or upper 
section. - . 

Each leg comprises only two sections. In fact, experience 
teaches that to warrant satisfactory, reliable and lasting stabili 
ty and rigidity of the stand,,the use of a greater number of leg 
sections of cross-sectional dimensions decreasing towards the 
outer ends of the legs should be avoided. 
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Moreover, the use of two sections per leg is also ad 

vantageous in that is affords a quicker change from the 
preceding upper or lower position 'to’the desired lower or 
upper position, respectively, of the stand. 
The detachable stand according to this invention further 

comprises fastening means for directly or indirectly securing 
the stenotype or like machine thereto. 
, The aforesaid socket having a substantially vertical axis in 
the operative stand position has slidably mounted therein a 
rod carrying at its upper end the aforesaid direct or indirect 
fastening means. 

In addition, said socket comprises'means for locking said 
rod in the desired axial and angular position in said socket. 
The length of said rod corresponds substantially to that of 

the longer section of each leg. 
The upper end of said rod carries screw means adapted 

either to constitute said direct fastening means if a cor 
responding tapped hole is provided in the base of the steno 
type or like machine, or to receive intermediate or indirect 
fastening means for securing the stenotype or like machine ,to 
the stand, if no such tapped hole is provided thereon. _ 
The upper end of said rod'further may also comprise joint 

means, for example in the form of a ball-and-socket joint car 
rying said direct or indirect fastening means, for adjusting the 
angular setting of the stenotype or like machine. 

Said adjustment joint means comprises if desired locking 
means adapted to lock said joint means in the desired angular 
position of the stenotype or like machine. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

A typical form of embodiment of the adjustable and 
detachable stand according to this invention will now be 
described by way of. example with reference to the accom 
panying drawings, in which: " 

FIG. 1 is an elevational view showing the stand for steno 
type or like machine in its fully folded inoperative position; 

FIG. 2 is a plan view from above showing the stand in opera 
tive position on a table; I . 

FIG. 3 is a part elevational, partsectional view correspond 
ing to FIG. 2; I I 

FIG. 4 is a view similar to P10. 3 but showing the stand with 
the legs fully outstretched and ready for use on the floor; ' 

, FIG. 5 is a detail view showing on a larger scale the joint 
between two leg sections as seen from the interior of the leg, 
and FIG. 6 is a section showing the same detail, the section 
being taken along the line Vl-VI of FIG. 5 

. DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
The stand illustrated in the drawings comprises essentially a 

socket l of substantially cylindrical con?guration, formed 
with three radially-‘extending lugs 2 spaced 120° apart and 
having pivotally connected thereto three corresponding legs 3 
about substantially horizontal pins consisting in this example 
of bolt and nut assemblies 4. 
Each leg 3 comprises an upper section 3a and a lower sec 

tion 3b consisting each of channel sections having however 
different cross-sectional dimensions so that the lower section 
3b may ?t snuggly and completely into the upper section 3a as 
illustrated in the drawings. 
The back 5 of each upper section 3a is removed at the upper 

end of the section to provide a pair of parallel ?anges 6 
formed with aligned holes for receiving the aforesaid bolt and 
nut assemblies 4 and constituting the pivotal connection of 
each section 3a on the corresponding lug 2 of the socket. 
Spring washers 7 are provided between each flange‘o and the 
registering face of lug 2-, the lower edge of this lug 2 constitut 
ing the abutment engageable by the upper edge of each back 5 
of sections 3a in the outermost position of these sections with 

1 respect to the vertical axis of the stand. 

75, 

FIGS. 5 and 6 illustrate on a larger scale a possible form of 
vactuation of joint means provided between the pair of leg 
forming sections 3a and 3b. This joint 8lcomprises a transverse 
rivet 9 constituting the pivot pin and having an axial position 
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such that the outer face of the bottom of section 3b engages 
the inner face of the bottom of section 3b along a surface suffi 
cient to ensure a satisfactory rigidity of the leg in its unfolded 
or outstretched position. 
Between the outer lateral faces of section 3b and the rele 

vant inner faces of section 3a a spring washer l0 and a friction 
plate 11 are also provided. ~ 

in the unfolded or outstretched position the sections 30 and 
3b' are locked in mutual alignment by means of a spring blade 
12. ' > 

This spring blade 12 is substantially L~shaped and has one 
arm riveted to the bottom of section 3a and the other arm 
folded at its outer end ?rstly inwards of the section and then 
outwards, so as to engage a projection 13 formed by pressing 
or punching in the upper or outer face of section 3b. 
Moreover, a suitable nonskid member 14 may ad 

vantageously be provided at the lower end of each section 3b, 
this member 14 consisting for example of a rubber strip folded 
over the lower edge of the bottom or back portion of section 
3b, and secured thereto by means of a rivet or the like. 
The socket 1 consists of a central cylindrical tubular vertical 

body 15 adapted slidably to receive in'its axial bore a rod 16 
also of cylindrical con?guration. 
A thumb screw 17 engages a radial tapped hole formed in 

the socket body 15 for locking the rod 16 in the desired axial 
position. I 

This rod 16 carries at its upper end a screw-threaded tip 18 
adapted to engage a corresponding tapped hole formed in the 
base of a stenotype or like machine. If no such tapped hole is 
provided in the machine, some intermediate fasteningmeans 
of any known and suitable type known per se may be pro 
vided, which is screwed on the tip 18. This intermediate 
member (not shown) may comprise for example three or four 
arms of adjustable length, having upwardly bent outer ends 
adapted to clamp the lateral faces or edges of the stenotype or 
like machine which is thus supported by the horizontal por 
tions of said arms. 
Of course, many modi?cations and variations may be 

brought to the speci?c form of embodiment shown and 
described herein, without inasmuch departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention as set forth in the appended claims. 

Nevertheless, joint means adapted to pivot about a horizon 
tal axis, or better still, a ball-and-socket joint having locking 
means, may advantageously be provided between said rod 16 
and the stenotype, for facilitating the angular setting of the 
machine. 

lclaim: 
l. A detachable stand for supporting a machine such as a 

stenotype, which comprises a socket formed with a central 
through hole disposed vertically therein, a rod carrying at its 
upper end means for securing said machine and adapted to be 
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4 
slidably guided in said hole, means' locking said rod in any 
desired axial position in said hole, three legs pivotally con 
nected at their upper ends to said socket about three axes 
disposed in the transverse plane of said socket and forming the 
sides of an equilateral triangle, whereby the legs are shiftable 
between an inoperative position parallel to one another, and 
perpendicular to saidplane and an operative position inclined 
to said plane, each leg comprising a pair of sections including 
an upper section and a lower section ‘In. 2h consisting of chan 
nel elements having their openings facing inwardly and being 
pivotally interconnected for folding movement, in said opera~ 
tive position of the legs, between an unfolded position wherein 
each pair of sections are in alignment whereby the stand may 
be placed on a ?oor and the machine is at a proper level for an 
operator sitting on a chair and a folded position in which the 
lower section of each leg is folded into the upper section of 
such leg whereby the stand may. be placed on a table, said sec 
tions in their unfolded position being disposed so that the 
outer face of the backwall of the upper end of the lower sec 
tion overlies and presses against the inner face of the backwall 
of the lower end of the upper section for structural rigidity so 
as to prevent movement of the sections beyond their align 
ment position, lock washers disposed between the upper and 
lower sections at their pivotal connection to'inhibit free 
swinging movement therebetween, and lock means carried by 
the sections of each leg to selectively retain the sections in 
their unfolded position, said lock means including an L 
shaped spring blade having one arm thereof ?xed to the 
backwall of the lower end of the upper section and having the 
other arm thereof spanning a sidewall of the upper section, 
with the free tip of the blade protruding into the channel of the 
upper section in part through a notch in said sidewall, said free 
tip having an inward bend and an outward bend, the lower sec 

- tion adjacent said pivotal connection having an outward bulge 
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in its sidewall, said bulge projecting toward the sidewall of the 
upper section with the notch therein and said bulge including 
a wall portion tapering outwardly from the backwall of the 
inner section towards the free edge of the sidewall of the inner 
section, said tapering wall portion of the bulge engaging the 
outward bend of the tip of the spring blade and urging the 
spring blade continually outwardly as the lower section pivots 
from its folded to unfolded position until a point at which the 
backwall of the lower section is flush against the backwall of 
the upper section, at which point the inward bend of the spring 
blade clears the free edge of the sidewall of the inner section 
-and overlies and urges the same toward the backwall of the 
upper section to retain the lower section in its unfolded posi 
tion, and the free edge of the sidewall engaging the inward 
bend of the tip of the spring blade and urging and moving said 
blade outwardly as the lower section pivots from its unfolded 
position to its folded position. 


