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ABSTRACT: A container is formed of a generally bowl 
shaped receptacle which is open at the top. The bottom of the 
receptacle is provided with a depending shoulder having a 
recess in the inner surface thereof. A base is secured to the 
receptacle by means of locking arms which engage the recess 
in the shoulder. The top portion of the base is sufficiently ?ex~ 
ible to permit the two sections of the container to be snapped 
together when assembled. 
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CONTAINER 
In the food packaging industry, considerable effort has been 

made in recent years to provide containers which are suf? 
ciently attractive and functional to be-used as serving dishes. 
This is particularly true in the packaging of such foodstuffs as 
dips, nuts, candies, margarine and the like. The present inven 
tion provides a container which is particularly suitable for this 
purpose. - ' ' 

In accordance with this invention, a container is provided 
which is constructed of a generally bowl-shaped receptacle 
having a base secured thereto. The receptacle is provided with 
a depending shoulder, the inner surface of which is provided 
with a recess which serves to lock the base to the receptacle. 
The top portion of the base is provided with a plurality of 
locking arms, the outer edges of which are provided with pro 
jections which engage the recess in the shoulder of the recep 
tacle. The base is formed of a material which has a certain 
flexibility and is of such a con?guration as to permit the 
locking arms to be snapped into'p'lace when the container is 
assembled. The base can advantageously be in the shape of an 
inverted bowl such that the final‘ container has the general 
configuration of a compote dish. In thedrawing: 

FIG. 1 is an elevation view of the assembled container of 
this invention. FIG. 2 is a top view of the base of the container 
of FIG. 1. FIG. 3 is a view, shown partially in section, of the 
latching mechanism of the container. FIG. 4 is a sectional view 
of a portion of the assembled container having a false bottom 
member therein. _ 

Referring now to the drawing in detail and to FIG. 1 in par 
ticular, there is shown a container 10 which is formed of a 
generally bowl‘shaped receptacle ll and a base 12. Recepta 
cle i1 is open at the top to permit the container to be ?lled 
with the material to be packaged and to serve as a sewing dish 
for this material. After ?lling, a lid of any suitable con?gura 
tion can be secured to the top of receptacle 11. As illustrated, 
base 12 can advantageously be in the form of an inverted bowl 
so that the ?nal assembled containeris in the shape of an at 
tractive compote dish. '7 a’ 
The container of FIG. 1 is constructed of two separate ele 

ments which are secured together when the container is as 
sembled. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the top of base 12 is pro 
vided with a plurality of raised locking arms 13 which can 
form an integral portion of the top of the base. As illustrated in 
FIG. 3, receptacle 11 is provided with ‘a circumferential de 
pending shoulder 14 having a flat lower surface. The inner sur 
face of shoulder 14 is provided with a recess 16 which serves 
to receive projections 15 which form the ends of locking arms 
13. The container is assembled by positioning receptacle II 
on base I2 in the position illustrated in FIG. 3. The top portion 
of base 12 is formed of a somewhat flexible material which is 
of such a configuration that the'center of the base can be 
snapped upwardly by applying a force to' the central region of 
the top of the base. This serves to snap projecting arms 13 up 
wardly so that projections 15 engage recess 16, as illustrated 
in FIG. 4. The top of base 12 thus has two stable positions, and 
can be deformed from one position ‘to the other by the appli 
cation of a force to the central region of the base top. The 
outer ends of locking arms 13 serve ‘as ‘pivot points for this 
movement. The peripheral region of the top of base 12 has the 
same general con?guration as the bottom of receptacle 11 so 
that the two members fit together tightly. 

It should be evident that the container of this invention can 
be formed of any convenient material. This container is ad 
vantageously formed of thermoplastic - materials such as 
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polyole?ns or poly(vinylchloride), for example, because such 
materials are easy to mold, are light in weight, and are rela 
tively inexpensive. They also provide the needed ?exibility to 
permit the two members to be snapped together. It is not 
necessary that the top and bottom be formed of the same 
material. However, the base must be formed of a material 
which is sufficiently ?exible to permit the locking arms to be 
snapped into place when the container is assembled. 
From an inspection of FIGS. 3 and 4, it can be seen that an 

annular depression 18 is formed in the region of shoulder M. 
In the packaging of certain materials, It is desirable to 
eliminate this depression in order to permit the material to be 
removed more readily. This can be accomplished by the addi 
tion of a false bottom 19 which is positioned within receptacle 
l1 and extends between the sidewalls thereof. In the packag 
ing of liquid and semiliquid materials, member 19 can be a 
disc sealed to the wall of receptacle 11 to prevent the contents 
of the receptacle from entering region 18. 

In view of the foregoing description, it can be seen that a 
low cost, attractive container for foodstuffs and the like has 
been provided in accordance with this invention. The upper 
receptacle and the base are transported separately to a 
packaging plant in which the container is ?lled. These two 
members are of such con?guration that they can be stacked 
for convenient transportation and storage. The container is 
readily assembled by placing the receptacle on the base and 
snapping the locking mechanism in place. 
While this invention has been described in conjunction with 

presently preferred embodiments, it should be evident that it 
is not limited thereto. > 

Iclaim: ' 

I. A container suitable for use in packaging foodstuffs and 
the like comprising a generally bowl-shaped receptacle open 
at the top, the bottom of said receptacle being provided with a 
circumferential depending shoulder the inner surface of which 
is provided with a continuous circumferential recess, the por 
tion of said inner surface below said recess being convex in 
radiant cross section and the portion of said inner surface 
above said recess being concave in radial cross section and a 
base secured to said receptacle, the top of said base being pro 
vided with a plurality of raised radially extending locking 
arms, the outer surfaces of which are of substantially the same 
con?guration as the inner surface of said shoulder the top por 
tion of said base being suf?ciently ?exible to cause the outer 
surfaces of said projections to matewith the inner surface of 
said shoulder and be locked therewith when the container is 
assembled by said base being positioned adjacent said recepta 
cle and a force being applied to the central region of said base 
in a direction toward said receptacle. ' 

2. The container of claim 1 in which said base is of generally 
bowl-shaped con?guration and is inverted relative to said 
receptacle, said base being of smaller size than said receptacle 
to form a compote dish. 

3. The container of claim 1 wherein said shoulder has a ?at 
lower surface, the peripheral top region of said base has a ?at 
upper surface, and said locking arms are integral with said 
base and extend upwardly from the central region of the top 

4. The container of claim 1, further comprising a generally 
flat member positioned within said receptacle and extending 
across the bottom thereof, said member engaging the sidewalls 
of said receptacle to form the interior bottom of said recepta 
cle. 


