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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The clamp is a one-piece member of resilient material 
in the form of a U-shaped structure having upright arms. 
The arms are adapted to embrace a pair of skis. The 
arms extend upward above the skis and de?ne ?rst and 
second exposed recesses or channels for the reception and 
retained engagement of a pair of ski poles so that in 
sertion of a ski pole locks the arms around the skis. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

'(1) Field of the invention 

This invention is directed to a ski clamp and, particu— 
larly, a ski clamp which is formed of one piece of re 
silient material for the retention of a pair of skis and 
a pair of ski poles. 

(2) Description of the prior art 

Skis and poles are dif?cult to transport. It is almost 
impossible to carry a pair of skis and a pair of poles in 
one hand or over one shoulder becausev they have a ten 
dency to come apart and slide around. They are an un 
kempt bundle of sticks unless they are properly retained 
by clamping them or strapping them together. Straps 
work very well for simply a pair of skis, but even straps 
are not fully satisfactory because the straps can slide o?, 
at least at the, back ends of the skis. Accordingly, clamps 
have been found necessary. Prior clamps have not placed 
the skis and poles into a rigid assembly from which they 
could be readily removed when desired. Instead, in most 
cases, prior structures have comprised a clamp for the 
skis, together with a loose assemblage for loose retention 
of the ski poles. Thus,>the primary need for a totally rigid 
assembly has not been met. Other prior devices have 
clamped both a pair of skis and a pair of poles, but only 
with considerable complexity and weight. Since the assem 
bly is to be hand-carried primarily, it is necessary that 
the assembly be as light as possible. Additionally, it 
should be easy to use without any wing nuts or clamping 
handles to snag on the clothing when the assembly is 
being carried. Furthermore, it is clear that the clamps for 
such an assembly must be light so that they do not con 
tribute signi?cantly to the total weight of the assembly 
when it is being hand-carried. Some of the prior devices 
employ complex clamping structures, including thumb 
screws and over-the-center lever action devices. Such 
structures are unnecessarily complex and weighty and thus 
do not fully meet the requirements for a good ski clamp. 
Accordingly, there is need for a ski clamp which is easily 
applied, light of weight, simple in construction, and in 
expensive to manufacture. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, there is pro 
vided a ski clamp comprising a unitary resilient structure 
having ?rst and second substantially parallel arms. These 
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arms are joined at the bottom and, at the top, have op 
posed recesses for reception of ski poles. The resilient 
clamp arms embrace a pair of skis and are resiliently 
bent past each other to embrace a ?rst ski pole. Thus, the 
?rst ski pole serves as a lock member for holding the 
arms against the skis. Preferably, there is a second pair of 
opposed recesses facing oppositely to the ?rst, with the 
second recesses being adapted to carry a second ski pole 
with the arms again crossed over into the initial posi 
tioning whereby the ?rst ski pole again serves to lock 
the arms into resilient engagement about the second ski 
pole. When thus assembled, the skis and ski poles are dis 
posed in rigid parallel alignment with each other. The 
bottom of the clamp is formed to unitarily provide a hang 
ing loop whereby the entire assemblage can be remov— 
ably mounted as upon a wall. 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 
vide a ski clamp which rigidly and demountably forms 
an assembly of a plurality of skis and ski poles. It is 
another object to provide a ski clamp of resilient con 
struction which is adapted to embrace a pair of skis, and 
to employ a ski pole as a lock to retain the ski clamp 
against the skis. It is a further object to provide a re 
silient ski clamp having ?rst and second arms which are 
adapted to embrace and engage a pair of skis, with the 
arms extending upward beyond the skis, the’ upward por 
tions of the arms having ?rst and second pairs of op 
posed recesses for engagement on the ski poles. It is a 
further object to provide a unitary resilient ski clamp 
which is adapted to retain a pair of skis together with its 
pair of poles in a demountable assembly for hand trans 
portation and also to serve as a means by which the skis 
and poles can be detachably wall-mounted. 

Still other objects, features and attendant advantages 
of the present invention, together with various modi? 
cations, will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
from a reading of the following detailed description of 
the preferred’ embodiment constructed in accordance 
therewith, taken in conjunction with the accompanying 
drawings wherein like numerals designate like parts in 
the several ?gures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of pairs of skis and ski 
poles in assembled relationship by means of a pair of the 
inventive clamps; 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of one of the clamps in 
a relaxed condition; 
FIG. 3 is an end elevation view of the clamp, with 

the skis and poles in section as seen along line 3—3 of 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary detail of the pole 
clip portion of the clamp as seen in FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary elevational view 

of the pole clip portion of the clamp in its relaxed posi— 
tion of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 6 is similar in aspect to FIG. 4 and shows a clamp 
with a pair of skis and one pole therein in solid lines, 
with broken lines illustrating the con?guration of the 
clamp as the ?rst pole is inserted; 
FIG. 7 is a view, similar in aspect to FIG. 6, showing 

the clamp with the ?rst and second poles engaged therein 
in solid lines, with broken lines illustrating the con?gura— 
tion of the clamp as the second pole is inserted; 

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary side elevational view of the 
upper portion of the clamp; 

FIG. 9 is a top plan view of the clamp in its relaxed 
position; and 

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of the wall bracket em 
ployed With the clamp to provide wall support for the 
clamped assembly of skis and poles. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring to the drawings, and initially to FIG. 1, a 
pair of the inventive clamps are indicated generally at 10 
in clamping engagement with respective pairs of skis and 
ski poles indicated generally at 12 and 14. In their illus 
trated assembled position each of the articles is securely 
mounted relative to each of the others by means of the 
clamps 10 and are arranged such that there is adequate 
clearance between the poles 14 and skis 12 whereby the 
skier may readily insert his hand, indicated generally in 
phantom lines at 16, therebetween for grasping either the 
skis 12 or the poles 14 for carrying the entire assemblage 
in either the horizontal position illustrated or any other 
convenient angle or orientation. 

Referring to FIGS. 2, 5, 8 and 9 in particular, wherein 
the clamp 10 is seen in its completely relaxed position, 
it is seen that the clamp is a one-piece member. Prefer 
ably, the clamp 10‘ is composed of a resilient plastic mate 
rial and is unitarily molded; alternatively, it may be com 
posed of spring steel and formed from a single strip of 
metal which preferably is covered with a protective coat 
ing such as rubber, plastic or the like. The clamp 10 
comprises a bottom portion 18 having ?rst and second 
stops 20 and 22 against which the skis lie, and U-shaped 
connector 24. Upright arms 26 and 28‘ extend from oppo 
site ends of the bottom portion 18 in parallel with each 
other and spaced to provide a U-shaped channel for re 
tained reception of a pair of skis. ‘Each of the arm por 
tions 26 and 28 is provided with a clip portion indicated 
generally at 30 and 32, respectively, for providing a pair 
of tubular channels for reception and retained engage< 
ment of a pair of ski poles in respective ones of such tubu 
lar channels. In the relaxed position illustrated in FIGS. 
5 and 9, the clips 30 and 32 are a substantially open con 
tinuation of arms 26 and 28 so that the pair of skis 
may be inserted easily past the clip portions 30 and 32 
into the U-shaped channel de?ned by the bottom 18 and 
arm portions 26 and 28. As best seen in FIG. 3, the U 
shaped channel becomes closed and arms 26 and 28 are 
in tight squeezing engagement with skis 12 when the 
ski poles 14 are engaged by the clip portion. In this situ 
ation, the respective upper portions 26' and 28’ or arms 
26 and 28 are resiliently bent in the spatial region above 
the skis 12. 

In order to assist in providing the necessary resiliency 
to embrace the pair of skis between arms 26 and 28, bot 
tom 18 itself is formed with a U-shaped connector 24 
extending beyond stops 20 and 22, as is seen in FIGS. 2 
and 3. This provides lateral resiliency at the bottom of the 
arms, while each of the stops provides a bottom resting 
place for a respective one of the skis. The remaining 
open channel de?ned by connector 24 provides a loop 
which can be employed to hook the clamp and the skis 
carried thereby on a suitable bracket, as is hereinafter 
described. Thus, the stops 20 and 22, together with the 
U-shaped connector 24 extending therebelow, perform 
several functions including provision of lateral resiliency 
and expansion for clamping engagement of skis having 
different thicknesses and provision of a hanging engage 
ment loop. 
The clip portions 30 and 32 of arms 26 and 28 ex 

tend upward from the full width portions of the arms. 
The clips 30 and 32 are of reduced width, approximately 
half the width of the main portions of the arms, having 
setbacks 34 and 35, respectively, to permit the clip por 
tions of the arms to pass each other. 
As seen in FIG. 5, clips 30 and 32 are respectively 

provided with opposed, oppositely facing arcuate recess 
portions 36 and 38 which form the ?rst or lower recesses. 
In the relaxed condition illustrated, these recesses face 
away from each other and face outwardly with respect 
to the channel which the arms 26 and 28 form. Recess 
portions 36 and 38 are substantially semicylindrical, and 
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are formed to recess inwardly from the straight upper 
portions 26’ and 28' of the arms 26 and 28. 

Additionally, clips 30 and 32 respectively are formed 
to provide arcuate recess portions 40 and 42 which again 
face in opposed directions. In this case, the recess por 
tions 40 and 42 face each other and again each forms a. 
substantially semicylindrical recess. Recess portions 36 
and 40, and recess portions 38 and 42, are connected to 
gether by means of respective straight sections 44 and 
‘46 which are tangent to their respective arcuately re 
versed portions, whereby each of the clip portions 30 
and 32 is substantially S-shaped, albeit reversed from 
each other. Each of the clip portions 30 and 32 is ter 
minated by a respective tab or guide ?ange 48 and 50 
oriented at an outwardly flaring angle. 
When skis and poles are to be carried, a pair of clamps 

10 is employed. When unoccupied, the arms 26 and 28 
of each of the clamps 10 stand substantially parallel to 
the other to provide an open channel into which a pair of 
skis can be inserted. The entire clamp structure is made 
of resilient, springy material, such as a plastic or spring 
steel band, and thus the U-shaped channel bottom 24 pro 
vides resilient expandability so that the two arms 26 and 
28 accommodate all ski thicknesses and can lie in contact 
with the skis along the entire width of the skis, as shown 
in FIG. 3. In order to maintain this embracing position, 
the upper portions of arms 26 and 28, above the skis 12, 
are bent to assume an upwardly converging attitude or 
position, such upper portions being indicated in FIG. 3 
at 26' and 28'. 

:Recess portions 36 and 38 are employed to embrace 
the lower pole 52 of the pair of poles 14. In order to 
place the ?rst or lower pole 52 in position, the clips 
30 and 32 are manually forcibly moved past each other 
to the broken line position shown in FIG. 6. In this posi 
tion, the concave sides of arcuate recess portions 36 and 
38 now face each other for reception of ski pole 52, and 
arcuate recess portions 40 and 42 have been moved 
past each other su?’iciently such that the minimum clear 
ance distance between their convex sides is at least as 
great as the pole diameter; thus, a channel is open be 
tween the two clip portions 30 and 32 so that the lower 
pole 52 can be inserted therebetween for disposition be 
tween portions 36 and 38. Now, when the spreading force 
is removed from the clips 30 and 32, the resiliency of 
the clamp causes the clips to spring back into their nor 
mal position for this load condition, as shown in the full 
line position of FIG. 6, to lock the skis and pole 52 in 
place. 
Now the arcuate recess portions 40 and 42 have their 

concave sides facing each other again but, unlike in the 
fully relaxed position of FIG. 5, are in the juxtaposed 
position of FIG. 6 and ready to receive the second pole 
54. It is to be noted that the arms, and the clips thereon, 
are crossed over manually for the placement of the ?rst 
pole, and the upper portions 40 and 42 are crossed over 
again by return spring action so that they are on their 
original sides for the placement of the second pole 54. 
Referring to FIG. 7, the guide ?anges 48 and 50 are 
spread apart to the broken line position for the insertion 
of second pole 54. They may be spread apart from the 
full line position of FIG. 6 to the broken line position 
of FIG. 7 simply by the pressing down of the pole 54 
against the guide ?anges. Thus, the pole 54 simply snaps 
into place. Now, the parts are in the position shown in 
full lines in FIG. 7, and in the relationship as they are 
shown in FIGS. 1, 3 and 4. Thus, the skis and poles are 
clamped together by means of the clamps 10 into uni 
tary structural assembly ready for carrying or storage. 

Carrying is accomplished, as previously described, by 
manually grasping one or both of the poles. This is the 
most convenient and comfortable way of carrying, al 
though the skis themselves can be grasped instead, if de 
sired. It now should be clear that removal of the poles 
and skis from clamped engagement is accomplished in 
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the opposite or reverse manner from their assembly as 
described above. 

Additionally, hook 56 consists of an apertured back 
plate 58 which is securable to a wall or other location, 
and a hook member 60 which may be punched from and 
extends out of the backplate. Hook member 60 is of such 
dimensions as to ?t into the U-shaped extension chan~ 
nel 24 on bottom 18 of the clamp so that, when the hook 
is secured to a wall, the clamps can be hung therefrom, 
thereby suspending the skis and poles secured in the 
clamps. Thus, the skis may be easily transported and 
easily stored when clamps 10 are employed. 
As far as speci?c dimensions are concerned, the aver 

age ski width is between 31/8 inches and 3% inches, with 
a maximum of about 31/2 inches. Since the distance be 
tween stop 20 and setback 34 should be about 34 inch 
longer than the maximum ski width to provide for ade 
quate resiliency and displacement of the clip portions, 
this dimension preferably is about 4% inches. Addi 
tionally, the channel 24 of bottom 18, below stops 20 
and 22, should be about 1/1 inch deep in order to pro 
vide both the desired expansion resiliency between arms 
26 and 28 and also an adequate hook space for hook 
member 60. Ski poles vary or taper in diameter from 
about 1/2 inch to % inch. In view of the fact that the 
maximum diameter must be accommodated, and a 
slightly smaller diameter should not cause release of 
clamping tension, the pole recesses are of such dimen 
sion as to provide effectively cylindrical surface or tu 
bular channels having nominal diameters of about 1/2 
inch. Thus, exemplary dimensions are given but it is clear 
that the dimensions can be varied to meet speci?c di 
mensional requirements. 

It will be noted that, due to the crossover reversal of 
the clip portions 30 and 32 for de?ning the respective 
pole-receiving tubular channels, the ?rst pole 52 re 
ceived by its channel-de?ning recess portions 36 and 38 
acts as a tension lock for both the skis and, when in 
serted, the second pole 54. Such function is achieved via 
Spring tensioning of arms 26 and 28, for the skis, and 
portions 40 and 42 for the second pole 54, since the 
spread or spatial separation of portions 36 and 3-8 occa 
sioned by the reception therein of the ?rst pole 52 tends 
to reduce the nominal dimensions of the skis-receiving 
U-shaped channel and second pole-receiving tubular 
channel afforded by arms 26 and 28 and recess portions 
40 and 42 respectively, such reduction being physically 
prevented by the skis 12 and pole 54 located within 
their respective channels. In this connection, it will be 
noted further that the insertion of the second pole 54 
increases the clamping tension of portions 36 and 38 
about the ?rst pole 52, thus rendering it immaterial 
whether ski poles 14 (see FIG. 1) are tapered or right 
cylinders, or arranged head-to-toe as illustrated or other 
wise. 

While the drafting convention employed in the illus 
trated sections of the skis and poles indicates plastic ma 
terials, it is clear that the materials of which the skis and 
poles are composed is immaterial to the present inven 
tion. 

This invention having been described in its preferred 
embodiment, it is clear that it is susceptible of numerous 
modi?cations and embodiments within the ability of those 
skilled in the art and without the exercise of the in 
ventive faculty. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A ski clamp adapted to carry a pair of skis and 

at least one ski pole in clamped parallel relatitonship, 
comprising: 

?rst and second arms joined to a bottom and extend 
ing therefrom in substantially parallel relationship, 
said arms being adapted to embrace a pair of skis 
therebetween, the interior walls of said arms having 
respective aligned shoulder portions acting as ?rst 
and second stops for the skis; and 
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?rst and second clips extending from the respective 
ends of said ?rst and second arms away from said 
bottom, said clips each having an outwardly facing 
recess; 

said arms and clips being composed of resilient mate 
rial and formed in a con?guration such that, when 
in the unstressed condition, said arms are substanti 
ally parallel to each other and said recesses are dis 
posed in substantially back-to-back spaced rela 
tionship to de?ne a U-shaped channel for receiving a 
pair of skis between said arms and adjacent said 
bottom, and said clips are resiliently bendable past 
each other whereby said recesses are disposed in face 
to-face relationship to de?ne a tubular channel for 
receiving a ski pole therebetween whereby said arms 
clamp said skis and said recesses clamp said ski pole. 

2. The clamp of claim 1 wherein: 
said bottom is integrally formed with said arms; and 
said bottom comprises said ?rst and second stops ad 

jacent said arms, and a bottom channel between said 
stops, said bottom channel having its bottom spaced 
from said arms and said stops, and said stops being 
located to act as stops for skis positioned between 
said arms. 

3. The clamp of claim 1 wherein: said clamp is formed 
as a unitary structure. 

4. The clamp of claim 3 wherein: said clamp is com 
posed of a plastic material. 

5. The clamp of claim 3 wherein: said clamp is formed 
from a substantially rectangular band of spring metal 
material. 

6. A ski clamp adapted to carry a pair of skis and 
at least one ski pole in clamped parallel relationship, 
comprising: 

?rst and second arms joined to a bottom and extend 
ing therefrom in substantially parallel relatitonship, 
said arms being adapted to embrace a pair of skis 
therebetween; and 

?rst and second clips extending from the respective 
ends of said ?rst and second arms away from said 
bottom, said clips each having an outwardly facing 
recess; 

said arms and said clips being composed of resilient 
material and formed in a con?guration such that, 
when in the unstressed condition, said arms are sub 
stantially parallel to each other and said recesses 
are disposed in substantially back-to-back spaced 
relationship to de?ne a U-shaped channel for receiv 
ing a pair of skis between said arms and adjacent 
said bottom, said bottom including at least one ?at 
surface acting as a stop for the skis, and said clips 
are resiliently bendable past each other whereby said 
recesses are disposed in face-to-face relationship to 
de?ne a tubular channel for receiving a ski pole there 
between whereby said arms clamp said skis and said 
recesses clamp said ski pole; 

said clips being of less width than said arms; 
each of said arms terminating at a respective setback; 
and 

said clips extending [beyond said setbacks whereby said 
clips pass each other when said arms are resiliently 
de?ected toward each other. ' 

7. The clamp of claim 6 wherein: 
said recesses comprise a ?rst pair of recesses de?ning a 

?rst tubular channel; and 
said clips each comprise a respective one of a second 

pair of recesses, said recesses of said second pair of 
recesses facing each other and de?ning a second 
tubular channel for receiving and clamping a second 
ski pole. 

8. The clamp of claim 7 wherein: said clamp is formed 
as a unitary structure. 

9. The clamp of claim 8 wherein: said clamp is com 
7 5 posed of a plastic material , 
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10. The clamp of claim 8 ‘wherein: said clamp is 

formed from a substantially rectangular band of spring 
metal material. 

11. The clamp of claim 7 comprising: guide ?anges 
extending from the ends of said clips beyond said sec 
ond recesses so that, when a ?rst ski pole is positioned in 
said ?rst recesses, a second ski pole can be pressed against 
said guide ?anges to spring said second recesses open for 
receiving a second ski pole. ' 

12. The /c1amp of claim 11 wherein: said clamp is 
formed as a unitary structure. 

13. The clamp of claim 12 wherein: said clamp is 
composed of a plastic material. 

14. The clamp of claim 12 wherein: said clamp is 
formed from a substantially rectangular band of spring 
metal material. 

15. The clamp of claim 11 wherein: 
said bottom is integrally formed with said arms; and 
said bottom comprises ?rst and second stops adjacent 

said arms, and a bottom channel between said stops, 
said bottom channel having its bottom spaced from 
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said arms and said stops, and said stops being lo 
cated to act as stops for skis positioned between 
said arms. 

16. The clamp of claim 15 wherein: said clamp is 
formed as a unitary structure. 

17. The clamp of claim 16 wherein: said clamp is 
composed of a plastic material. 

18. The clamp of claim 16 wherein: said clamp is 
formed from a substantially rectangular band of spring 
metal material. 
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