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ABSTRACT: A portable tennis instruction and practice ap 
paratus having a large vertically disposed rectangular board 
with vertically disposed rectangularly shaped nets located 
along the upper and lower edges thereof, and extending above 
and below the respective edges thereof. The board is held in 
an upright position by pivotally attached column support 
members. 
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PORTABLE TENNIS INSTRUCTION AND PRACTICE 
BOARD 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The invention is in the class of educational, athletic, and 

physical education equipment employed to teach, to improve 
skill, to develop the body physically and to afford pleasure. 
' 2. Description of the Prior ‘Art 

Prior devices have been expensive, complicated, cumber 
some, and having required excessive time and effort in the use 
of the same as well as were otherwise impractical. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION ‘ 

The invention is an instruction and practice device having a 
rectangular board with nets located along the upper and lower 
edges thereof, and the board being relatively ?at and pivotally 
supported on vertical columns attached to the board by pipe 
straps. Pins are provided for securing the pipe columns in sub 
stantially ?xed relation to the board. Also the pins can be used 
for securing the legs in operative and inoperative or collapsed 
position. Each vertical column is attached at its lower end to 
the central portion of a horizontal support bar with such bar 
supported at each end by a roller. 

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION 

It is an object of the invention to provide a tennis instruction 
and practice device of simple and inexpensive construction, 
which can be readily installed for use and collapsed for storage 
by a novice, as well as a tennis instruction and practice device 
of a constructionand incorporating sufficient characteristics 
of a tennis court to motivate activity, to include learning the 
game, to improve skill, afford exercise for the proper develop 
ment of the body, and provide amusement to the user. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

. FIG. I is a front elevation illustrating one application of the 
invention; . 

< FIG. 2, a rear elevation; 
FIG. 3, an end elevation; v 

» FIG. 4, a rear elevation of the device folded for storage with 
the supporting legs located in parallel relation to the board or 
at right angles to the position in which they are located when 
the board is in use; ' 

FIG. 5, an enlarged fragmentary horizontal section on the 
line 5-5 ofFlG. 2; and " 

FIG. 6, an enlarged fragmentary section similar to FIG. 5 of 
a modi?ed form. , ‘ 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

With continued reference to the drawing, the instruction 
and practice device of the present invention includes a rela 
tively ?at generally rectangular board or body 10 supported 
by a pair of spaced generally upright posts or columns 11 each 
of which is attached at its lower end to a support member or 
base 12. The support member or base may rest directly on the 
earth or other surface, or such base may be provided with 
ground-engaging castor type wheels 13 preferably of the type 
which can be locked against rotation. 

In order to amount the board 10 on the columns 11 two or 
more pipe straps I4 at least partially encircle each of the 
columns 11 and are attached by fasteners 15 to the rear sur 
face of the board I0. The pipe straps l4 snugly engage the 
columns 11 to support the board while permitting relatively 
free rotation of the columns. Each of such columns is provided 
with upper and lower collars 16 and 17, respectively, for 
mounting the board 10 thereon. The upper collar 16 is located 
closely adjacent to the upper pipe strap, while the lower collar 
17 forms a support for the lower pipe strap. With this con 
struction it will be clear that the columns are freely rotatably 
mounted on the rear surface of the board 10. If desired, the 
collars 16 and 17 may be omitted and the columns 11 con‘ 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

.40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

2 
structed of multiple sections joined together by a pipe 
coupling which supports the lower pipe strap 14. 
As illustrated in :FIGS. 2, 4, 5 and 6, either or both of the 

columns 11 may be secured in ?xed nonrotatable position 
relative to the board so that the base 12 may be disposed 
lengthwise of the board for storage or perpendicular to the 
board and locked against rotation to prevent accidentally col 
lapsing the same when in use. When either of the columns It 
is locked with the base normal to the playing surface of the 
board 10, the device cannot be collapsed readily; however, if 
both bases are locked, the device will be more stable. 
With reference to FIG. 5, a locking mechanism 18 may in 

clude a U-shaped mounting bracket 19 ?xed to the rear sur 
face of the board by fasteners 20 with the outwardly extending 
?anges thereof disposed on opposite sides of the column 11. A 
pin 21 is connected to one end of a chain or other ?exible con 
nector 22, the opposite end of which is secured to the rear sur 
face of the board so that the pin cannot become accidentally 
displaced. Each of the outwardly extending ?anges of the 
mounting bracket 19 is provided with an opening 23 which is 
alignable with an opening 24 in the column 11 so that when 
the openings are in alignment the pin 21 can be inserted 
through the same to lock the column and the board in ?xed 
position. 
With reference to FIG. 6 a modi?ed form of locking device 

is provided in which the U-shaped mounting bracket is 
eliminated and a bolt 26 passes directly through the opening 
24 in the column. Preferably the bolt is provided with an en 
larged washer 27 on each side of the column 11 with such 
washer being held in position by one or more nuts 28. This 
construction permits limited rotation of the column 11 before 
one of the washers 27 engages the rear surface of the board to 
prevent further rotation thereof. A metal strip 29 may fasten 
to the rear surface of the board in the area of the bolt 26 so 
that the washers 27 will not gouge the board It). 
On the front of the board 10 a net 30 is fastened in any 

desired manner, as by screws or other fasteners 31 passing 
through the upper binding 32 of the net and into the board 10. 
The upper binding 32 is positioned at the correct distance 
above the playing surface in order to represent the net of a 
conventional tennis court. The net 30 preferably extends 
downwardly below the bottom of the board 10 to a position 
slightly above the base members 12 and in order to support 
the net a pair of downwardly extending arms 33 are attached 
to opposite ends of the board 10 and the lower ends of such 
arms are connected by a crossmember 34. The net 30 is con 
nected to the arms 33 and crossmember 34 in any desired 
manner so as to maintain a taut condition similar to a conven 
tional tennis net. ' 

In order to reduce the amount of retrieving of the ball that a 
player would have to do if the ball should miss the board 10, 
an upper net 35 is provided mounted on upwardly extending 
arms 36. It is desirable to collapse the upper net 35 when not 
in use and to do this the lower portion of each of the arms 36 is 
mounted on the rear surface of the board 10 by a pivot 37. A 
bolt and wingnut 38 is removably mounted in openings in the ' 
board 10 and the arms 36 and such openings are in spaced 
relation with the pivot 37 to hold the arms in fixed vertical 
position when in use. 
To collapse the upper net 35 for storage the bolts 38 are 

removed after which the arms are pivoted downwardly and in 
wardly, as illustrated in FIg. 4, until such arms engage pegs 39 
which support the arms in collapsed position. The central por 
tion of the upper net 35 is supported by a line or cable 40 
which passes through eyes 41 adjacent the upper extremity of 
the arms 36 and extending downwardly to a cleat 42 on op 
posite sides of the board 10. 

If desired, in order to make the device more realistic, and in 
order to practice a serve, the front surface of the board may be 
provided with a generally vertical line 43 which represents the 
enter of the court and generally horizontal line 44 located a 
short distance above the net 30 which represents the service 
line. When practicing the serve any ball striking the board I0 
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between the net 30 and the horizontal line 44 would be con 
sidered as landing within the service area, and any ball striking 
the board above the horizontal line 44 would be considered as 
a fault. 
When not in use the device is normally stored in a garage or 

other area with the base of each column disposed generally 
parallel with the board and with the upper net 35 collapsed so 
that a minimum of space would be occupied. When the board 
is removed from the storage area the base of each column is 
turned at right angles to the board and at least one of the 
columns is locked in position so that the board cannot ac 
cidentally collapse during use. After the bases have been posi 
tioned, the upper arms 36 are pivoted upwardly to a generally 
vertical position and locked by bolts 38, after which the device 
is ready for use. The player will then move to a position cor 
responding to the base line of a conventional tennis court and 
strike the ball in such a manner that the ball will hit the board 
10 and rebound to the player. The player will continue to vol 
ley against the board until he accidentally hits the ball into one 
of the nets 30 or 35. 

I claim: 
1. A portable tennis instruction and practice device com 

prising a relatively ?at body, multiple upright columns 
rotatably attached to said body, support means on said 
columns for supporting said body, each of said columns being 
mounted on a base, lock means on at least one of said columns 
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4 
to limit rotation of said column relative to said body, a ?rst net 
means secured to the lower portion of said body and extending 
downwardly therefrom, a pair of arms swingably mounted on 
the upper portion of said body, means selectively securing said 
arms in generally upright position, and a second net means 
carried by said arms and having positions located above said 
body. . 

2.. A portable tennis instruction and practice board for use 
by one or more persons comprising a relatively ?at body hav 
ing front and rear surfaces and disposed in a substantially ver 
tical plane when in use, spaced upright columns rotatably at 
tached to the rear surface of said body, each of said columns 
being ?xed on an elongated base member, said columns being 
rotatable to move said base members from a plane generally 
perpendicular to said body to a plane generally parallel with 
said body, means for selectively fastening said rotatable 
columns in ?xed position relative to said body in at least said 
perpendicular plane, a ?rst net means mounted on the front 
surface of said body and extending downwardly substantially 
to said base members, collapsible means carried by said body 
and extending upwardly therefrom, and a second net means 
attached to said collapsible means above said body. 

3. The structure of claim 2 in which said means for fastening 
said columns includes an elongated pin selectively extending 
through openings in said columns. 


