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. ABSTRACT: Dual rocker switch assembly in which each 
[541 DUAL ROCKER SWITCH ASSEMBLIES switch is provided with an operating member for moving a 

‘NCLUDING BLOCKING MEANS FOR movable contact into engagement with a ?xed contact. A 
PREVENTING SIMULTANEOUS OPERATION OF blocking piece located adjacent the operating members is 
BOT!‘ SWITCHES _ operative upon movement of one of the members to move its 
3 Clmms’ 2 Drawmg F'gs' movable contact into engagement with the ?xed contact to be 

[52] U.S.Cl ...................................................... .. 200/50, positioned in the path of movement of the other operating 
200/5 member to prevent its movement‘ 
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DUAL ROCKER SWITCH ASSEMBLIES INCLUDING 
BLOCKING MEANS FOR PREVENTING SIMULTANEOUS 

OPERATION OF BOTH SWITCHES 

This invention relates to electrical switch assemblies. 
A switch assembly according to the invention includes a 

support member, a ?rst switch including a ?rst operating 
member carried by the support member, and contacts opera 
ble by the ?rst operating member, a second switch including, a 
second operating member carried by the support member and 
positioned adjacent the ?rst operating member and further 
contacts operable by the second operating member, and a 
blocking member adjacent said ?rst and second operating 
members, said blocking member being resiliently urged to a 
position wherein it is engageable by either the ?rst or second 
operating member during movement of the ?rst or second 
operating member from a ?rst position to a second position, 
and the arrangement being such that movement of one of the 
operating members from its ?rst position to its second position 
while the other operating member is in its ?rst position. serves 
to move said blocking member into the path of the other 
operating member, so that the other operating member cannot 
be moved into its second position while said one operating 
member is in its second position. 
One example of the invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings wherein FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic section 
view of a switch assembly and FIG. 2 is a fragmentary view il 
lustrating the operation of the assembly. 

Referring to the drawing the assembly includes a moulded 
synthetic resin body 11 which constitutes the casing for a pair 
of switches. Parallel to one another, and mounted for pivotal 
movement about substantially coextensive pivotal axes on the 
body 11 are a pair of rocker type operating members l2, 13 
which are also moulded in synthetic resin. Supported by the 
body 11 are two sets of ?xed switch contacts l4, l5 and mova 
ble within the body, in response to movement of their respec 
tive operating members I2, 13 are two sets of movable switch 
contacts l6, 17 which cooperate with their respective sets I4, 
15 of ?xed contacts in response to movement of the operating 
members 12, 13. The two switches each include similarly 
orientated on and off positions, that is to say movement of the 
operating members l2, 13 of the switches from the off to an 
on position is in the same direction for both switches. 
Each of the operating members 12, I3 includes a portion 

(indicated in the drawings by the suf?x a) which extends 
towards the other operating member, and integral with the 
body 11 and extending towards the operating members 12, I3 
is a resilient ?nger 18. The free end of the resilient ?nger I8 is 
in the form of a truncated rectangular pyramid, the base of 
which is integral with the free end of the ?nger 18. The trun 
cated end of the pyramidal portion of the ?nger I8 is posi 
tioned adjacent the lower edges of the outwardly extending 
portions 120, 13a of the operating members, when the operat 
ing members are in their off positions, and is midway between 
the operating members. The spacing‘ between the portions 
120, 13a of the operating members is slightly greater than the 
width of the ?at portion 19 at the free end of the pyramidal 
portion of the ?nger, but is quite substantially less than the 
width of the base of the pyramidal portion of the ?nger. 
The operation of the switch assembly in use is as follows. 

When, for example, the operating member 13 is moved from 
its off position to its on position, then the portion 130 thereof 
engages an inclined face of the pyramidal portion of the ?nger 
l8, and during movement from the off position to the on posi 
tion the portion 130 rides on said inclined face and ?exes the 
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?nger I8 towards the operating member 12. The dimensions 
of the operating members and of the resilient ?nger are such 
that while the operating member I3 is in its on position, the 
?nger 18 is maintained in its ?ex position, and in the ?exed 
position of the ?nger 18, the ?at portion 19 of the pyramidal 
portion of the ?nger engages the lower surface of the portion 
12a of the operating member 12, and so prevents movement 
of the operating member I2 from its off position to its on posi 
tion. The operation of the assembly when the operating 
member 12 rs moved to its on position with the operating 
member 13 in its off position is similar to that described, the 
member 13 then being held by the ?nger 18. Thus, in order for 
either of the operating members 12, 13 to be moved from its 
off position to its on position the other of the operating mem 
bers must be in its off position. 

In one practical embodiment of the switch assembly 
described above, the switches are connected in the wind 
screen wiper motor circuit of a road vehicle. One of the 
switches when in its on position causes normal operation of 
the wiper motor, while the other switch when in its on position 
causes intermittent energization of the motor. It will be ap 
preciated that if both switches could be moved to their on 
positions simultaneously, then damage would be done to the 
wiper motor. 

It will be appreciated that the resilient ?nger 18 could be in 
tegral with a nacelle surrounding, and supporting, a pair of 
totally independent switches having their own bodies, and 
moreover the ?nger could be integral with the body of one of a 
pair of independent switches having their own respective 
bodies. Furthermore the ?nger 18 could be a separate part 
secured in the desired position by any convenient means. 

lclaim: 
1. A dual rocker switch assembly including: 
a support member; 
a ?rst switch including a ?rst operating member carried by 

the support member, and having contacts operably in 
response to movement of the ?rst operating member; 

a second switch including a second operating member car 
ried by the support member, the second operating 
member being positioned adjacent said ?rst operating 
member, and the second switch including further con 
tacts operably in response to movement of the second 
operating member; and 

a blocking member adjacent said ?rst and second operating 
members, said blocking member being in the fonn of a 
resilient ?nger ?xed relative to the support member, but 
capable of flexure relative to the support member, said 
resilient ?nger being resiliently urged to a position 
wherein it is engageable by either the ?rst or second 
operating member during movement of the ?rst or second 
operating member from a ?rst position to a second posi 
tion, and movement of one of the operating members 
from its ?rst position to its second position while the 
other operating member is in its ?rst position, serves to 
move said resilient ?nger into the path of movement of 
the other operating member, so that said other operating_ 
member cannot be moved into its second position while 
said one operating member remains in its second position. 

2. The assembly as claimed in claim I wherein said support 
member constitutes a common casing for said ?rst and second 
switches and said ?rst and second operating members are car 
ried directly by said support member. 

3. The assembly as claimed in claim 1 wherein said blocking 
member is constituted by a resilient ?nger carried by said sup 
port member. 


