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ABSTRACT 0F THE DISCLOSURE 

A pom pon for use by yell leaders, pep squads, and the 
like having strands of crepe paper or similar material se 
cured to a body with a protective hand around the por 
tions of the strands on the body and a handle secured to 
the body for holding the pom pon. 

This invention relates to attention-attracting sports and 
entertainment devices and more particularly to a pom pon „ 
and a method making the same. 

It is one object of the invention to provide a new and 
improved pom pon. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a 
method of making a pom pon. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide 
a pom pon having a substantial number of strands of 
crepe paper or similar material supported along end por 
tions thereof from a central core or body in a manner to 
provide a fluffy, ball-like conñguration, the strands ex 
tending from all sides of the body so that the body is 
fully concealed over its side and bottom surface por 
tions from the views of both users and observers. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide 
a pom pon of the character discribed wherein the strands 
are formed integral with a continuous edge band which is 
wrapped around the body overlapped upon itself sufri 
ciently to completely encircle the body. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a 
pom pon of the character described having a protective 
sheath encircling and covering the end portion of the 
strans of material wrapped on the body which particu 
larly protects the hands of the user from fading of the 
dye in the material for-ming the strands. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide 
a porn pon of the character described wherein the pro 
tective sheath encircling the strands of material on the 
body extends toward the free ends of the strands over the 
juncture of the strands with the continuous edge band 
minimizing stress forces at the base ends of the strands 
to reduce tearing of the strands from the band. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a 
pom pon of the character described wherein the pro 
tective sheath around the stranded material and a handle 
secured on the core are formed of a moisture proof soft 
pliable material which prevents hand moisture from 
reaching the stranded material and provides a minimum 
of physical irritation of the hands of the user. 

It is a further object of the invention to provide 
a pom pon of the character described which is formed of 
either solid or multiple color strands. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a 
pom pon of the character described wherein the pro 
tective sheath around the core and base end portions of 
the strands is elastic and is secured under tension thereby 
tightly securing the stands and edge band to the core. 

It is still a further object of the invention to provide a 
porn pon which has strands of either uniform or non 
uniform length, as desired. 

It is another object of the invention to provide a 
pom pon which in a preferred form has a clear or trans 
parent handle and protective sheath which permits manu 
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facture of any desired color with a minimum stock of 
sheath and handle material and reduces manufacturing 
time. 

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will 
be readily apparent from reading the following descrip 
tion of a device constructed in accordance with the in~ 
vention and by reference to the accompanying drawings 
thereof wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of the body and a handle 
secured thereto of a _pom pon constructed in accordance 
with the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a side view of a completed pom pon in ac 
cordance with the invention; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective bottom view of a two-color 
form of the pom pon of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary plan view of a por 

tion of a laminated strand-forming paper blank used in 
the pom pon; 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view in perspective 
of a portion of acompleted pom pon showing partially in 
section the body and hadle and upper portion of the con 
tiuous band on the strands and the protective sheath 
around the band and body; 

FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 4 showing a larger por 
tion of a laminated strand forming blank for the pom pon; 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary side view of the 
pom pon illustrating particularly the junction of the 
strands with the continuous band on the body of the 
pom pon with the protective sheath and handle secured 
thereto; 

FIG. 8 is a View in section along the line 8-8 of FIG. 
7 of a two-color porn pon; and 

FIG. 9 is a view in section similar to FIG. 8 taken 
along the same plane of a solid color pom pon. 

In accordance with the invention, there is provided a 
pom pon which comprises a body, a plurality of strands 
of llexible material such as crepe paper secured along end 
portions around the body, a protective sheath secured 
around the body over end portions of the strands and an 
edge band connected thereto for protecting the strands 
and the hands of the user and minimizing tearing or sev 
ering of the strands from the body, and a handle secured 
with the body for holding the pom pon. 

Referring to the drawings, a pom pon 20` constructed in 
accordance with the invention includes a ball-like fluffy 
portion 21 comprising a substantial number of individual 
free hanging strands 22 supported from a handle assem 
bly 23 having a body or core 24. The handle assembly 
also includes a protective elastic jacket or sheath 25 which 
is stretched around and tightly encircles end portions of 
the strands and a continuous band connected thereto se 
cured on the body to protect the strands from moisture, 
particularly on the hands of a user of the pom pon, and, 
as explained in greater detail hereinafter, minimizes tear 
ing and shedding of the strands 22. A handle 29 of the 
handle assembly is connected on body 24 to aid the user 
of the pom pon in holding it. 
The strands 22 are formed from sheets of material 30, 

preferably crepe paper, laterally partially cut at even in 
tervals so that the strands extend from and are intercon~ 
nected together along a continuous edge band 31 running 
along one longitudinal edge of the sheet. Where crepe 
paper is used to form the sheets 30, the creping or crink 
ling extends laterally of each sheet thereby extending 
along the length of each of the strips 22. The uncut edge 
31 of each sheet is provided with two laterally spaced, 
longitudinally extending rows of crimped portions 32 
spaced along the length of the band 31. The strips 22 
are cut from the sheet 30 by any suitable cutting method 
which may include utilizing a reciprocating knife of a 
length shorter than the lateral dimension or width of a 
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strip of paper. The paper is cut at uniformly spaced in 
tervals to provide strips 22 of the desired width leaving 
the longitudinal uncut band 31 along a longitudinal edge 
of the sheet of paper. Two identical sheets 30 may be 
formed by interíorly cutting a sheet twice the size of that 
shown leaving each longitudinal edge uncut and then 
splitting the sheet into two pieces along its longitudinal 
centerline. An appropriately shaped roller, not shown, 
may be used with cutting apparatus to simultaneously 
impress the crimps 32 in the band 31 of the sheet of 
paper. 

If desired, a plurality of sheets 30 in laminated form 
as illustrated in FIG. 6 may be simultaneously cut. In 
such case, the crimps 32 aid in holding the sheets togeth 
er without adhesive along the band 31. The use of lami 
nated sheets 30 further facilitates the formation of a 
porn pon in fewer steps to provide a large volume of 
aligned free strands 22. As evident in both FIGS. 4 and 6, 
the terminal or secured end of each of the strands 22 
joins the continuous band 31 adjacent to and spaced from 
the inward end of the inner row of crimps 32 along the 
band. The lamination of sheets 30 cut and corrugated as 
shown in FIG. `6 is of a length which permits the wrap 
ping of several layers of the band 31 around the body 
24. The continuous band 31 of each sheet 30 is defined 
between the longitudinal edge 30a of the sheet and the 
base ends 22a of the lateral cut in the paper defining the 
strips 22. The base end 22a of each cut is spaced slightly 
from the adjacent crimp 32. The end 22b is defined as 
the free end of each strand. 

For purposes of reference, the body 24 of the handle 
assembly of the pom pon shall be considered as having 
a top surface 24a, bottom surface 24b, opposite side edge 
surfaces 24C, and opposite end edge surfaces 24d. The 
first step in the assembly of a pom pon 20 is the connec 
tion of the handle 29 on the body 24. Opposite end por 
tions 29a of the handle are each secured along the end 
surfaces 24d by a staple 40 driven through the handle 
into the body. The body is formed of wood or any other 
suitable material which is light in weight, substantially 
solid, and readily penetrated by fasteners such as staples. 
The bight portion 29b of the handle is of sutiicient length 
to permit all the fingers of one hand of a user to be in 
serted in the space between the inn-er face of the handle 
and the top surface 24a of the body. After assembly, the 
top face 24a of the body may serve as a surface for a 
label providing space for the name of the owner of the 
pom pon along with the name of the manufacturer and 
other desired information. 

After the handle 29 is secured on the body 24, the 
strands 22 are connected to the body to form the ball 
like fluffy portion or strand mass 21 of the pom pon. FIG. 
9 illustrates a single or uniform-colored pom pon, while 
FIG. 8 shows one having at least two colors with one 
color forming the central portion of the strand mass and 
another color forming the peripheral or outer portion of 
it. In making a solid colored pom pon as in FIG. 9, a 
lamination of the sheets 30 as illustrated in FIG. 6 is 
grasped along its uncut edge band 31 which is aligned 
with the body 24 so that the strands 22 extend from and 
perpendicular to the bottom face 24b of the body. The 
band 31 is located so that its longitudinal edge 30a is 
substantially parallel to the top surface 24a of the body 
with an end portion of the band held along one side face 
24e. The end portion of the band 31 is secured by a staple 
40 to the sur-face 24C of the body as seen at the lower 
left portion of FIG. 9. The lamination of sheets 30 is 
then wrapped around the body with the continuous band 
31 being wrapped around the body in a generally clock 
wise direction as in FIG. 9. The band 31 extends around 
the body along the opposite side faces 24C and opposite 
end faces 24d. After encircling the body one complete 
turn, band 31 is wrapped upon itself until the entire length 
of the band encircles the body. As the wrapping of the 
band or the body is about completed a first or inward 
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end portion 25a of the protective sheath 25 is inserted 
beneath the free end of the band 31 between the band 
and its immediate preceding layer. Thus the completing 
outward end of the band 31 of the paper lamination over 
laps the beginning inward end of the sheath 25 to hold 
the sheath as it is wrapped around the paper band on 
the body. The overlapping outer end of the end portion 
of the band 31, and the underlapping inner end portion 
of the protective sheath 25 are stapled along with the 
inner layers of the band 31 to the near side lface 24C of the 
body by a staple 40. During the wrapping of the paper 
band 31 around the body the band is placed under ten 
sion so that when released and stapled to the body the 
band tends to contract around the body. 
The sheath strip 25 is then tightly wrapped around the 

body 24 over the band 31 until the outer free end portion 
ZSb of the sheath strip overlaps its inner end portion 25a 
a substantial distance as shown along the right end of 
FIG. 9. Preferably the sheath strip is a polyvinyl chlo 
ride film having selfaadhesive characteristics causing the 
strip to adhere to itself along the overlapping portions so 
that its outer end portion 25b fits tightly in overlapping 
relationship along the underlying inner end portion 25a. 
A staple 40, not shown, is driven through the overlapping 
and underlapping ends portions of the sheath strip and 
the various underlying layers of the band 31 into the 
body 24 along the end face 24d or side face 24C of the 
body. In wrapping the sheath strip 2S around the band 31 
on the body, the strip is placed und-er tension as it is 
wrapped so that the several layers of the crepe paper under 
the strip on the body are tightly compressed within the 
sheath strip around the body. The upper edge portion 25e 
of the sheath strip contracts inwardly around the upper 
edge portions of the crepe paper band 31 as best seen 
in FIG. 7 providing a partial closure over the upper end 
edge of the paper layers on the body. 
The sheath strip is positioned on the body so that its 

lower edge 25d is located below the upper ends 22a of 
the slits between the strands 22 so that the sheath strip 
overlaps the upper terminal or secured ends of the strands 
thereby tightly enclosing the juncture between the strands 
22 and the'continuous band 31. The zones of maximum 
stress between the strands 22 and the band 31 are thus 
protected by the sheath strip. The presence of the sheath 
strip at the upper ends of the strands has been found to 
minimize shedding or tearing of the strands 22 from the 
continuous band thereby providing improved pom pon 
life and optimum appearance. It also has been found that 
while a strand may tear into the band 31 it still has a 
tendency to remain secured with the band and resist sep 
aration from the band due to the sheath strip. While 
crepe paper will remain secured on the body due to its 
tightly wrapped condition and the connection of the 
staples through it, without the sheath strip around the 
band the shedding problem or loss of strands 22 is sub 
stantial. 

If a two color pom pon is desired, it is constructed as 
represented in FIG. 8. The first or inner color which will 
provide streamers over the central portion 21a of the 
pom pon 20b as shown in FIG. 3 is provided by attach 
ment of a paper lamination such as that shown in FIG. 6 
along each side surface portion 24C of the body. For ex 
ample, each paper lamination of the desired first color 
is folded upon itself until it is several layers thick and 
as wide measured across the streamers 22 along the band 
31 as the length of one of the side faces 24e` of the body. 
Each folded paper lamination is then stapled along its band 
portion 31 to one side face 24C of the body with the upper 
edge of the band aligned with the top face 24a and the 
strands 22 of the lamination extending away from the 
bottom face 24b. A paper lamination of the desired sec 
ond color is then wrapped, as previously described, about 
the body over the paper laminations of the first color 
already stapled along the side faces 24C. As the terminal 
end of the band 31 of the second color of paper is wrapped 
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on the body, the inner beginning end portion 25a of the 
sheath strip 25 is placed in underlying relationship with 
the end of the band portion and stapled. The sheath strip 
is then secured around the body and underlying layers 
of the paper lamination band as already discussed to 
complete the porn pon. 

It will be evident that the quantity of the strands 22 
and thus the volume and fullness of appearance of the 
strand mass 21 is dependent upon the number of sheets of 
crepe paper wrapped upon the body 24 of the pom pon. 
The number of sheets forming each paper lamination may 
be varied as desired and similarly the length of each sheet 
may be varied to provide the desired amount of paper on 
the body. While the pom pon has been discussed in terms 
of either a single color as in FIG. 9 or dual colors as in 
FIG. 8, it will be evident from FIG. 6 that a multiplicity 
of colors greatly intermingled when viewing the strands 
22 may be provided by forming each of the paper layers 
30 of a different color paper. The number of colors in 
the pom pon is thereby limited only by the number of 
layers of paper 30` wrapped upon the core. 

After the pom pon has been completed by securing the 
crepe paper on the body and the protective sheath 2S 
around the continuous band 31 of the paper, the pom 
pon may be provided with a fluffy, expanded appearance 
by manually grasping the strand mass along the free ends 
22b of the strands, compressing the strands together tightly, 
and forcing the gathered free ends toward the body caus 
ing the strands to expand outwardly and bend about mid 
way along their lengths. The strands are then released 
and the pom pon shaken to give its strand mass a free, 
liuliy, expanded, ball-like appearance. 

10 

20 

25 

30 

The pom pon is held in either hand of the user to per- _ 
form various routines carried out by cheerleaders, pep 
squads, and the like. The handle assembly is grasped in 
either of two ways by the user. The user’s fingers may be 
inserted between the top face 24a of the body and the 
inner surface of the handle 29 with the palm of the hand 
facing away fro mthe face 24a and thus the back of the 
hand toward the face 24a. In this position of the hand 
of the user, the ñngers of the user, up to all four fingers, 
extend around substantially encircling the handle with the 
ends of the lingers, if desired, engaging the palm of the 
hand when tightly gripping the handle. In this position, 
generally, the knuckles on the lingers will engage the face 
24a on the body. In another method of holding the handle 
assembly, the hand of the user is positioned with the 
palm side facing the body 24 with the fingers being in 
serted beneath the handle between the top face 24a and the 
handle with the palm side surfaces of the fingers lying 
along the top face 24a of the body. After fully inserting 
the iingers, the end joints of the lingers are bent toward 
the body thereby overlapping the sheath strip 25 while 
the palm of the hand is bent relative to the fingers with 
the palm engaging the sheath strip on the opposite side 
of the body. The inside of the thumb extends along the 
sheath strip located over an end face 24d of the body. In 
this second method of holding the pom pon, almost the 
entire body is gripped by the palm side of the hand so that 
the sheath strip is especially important in protecting the 
band 31 and the connected ends 22a of the strands from 
moisture on the hand of the user. 
When the pom pon is held by the user with the handle 

assembly in an upper position, the strands fall down 
wardly from the hand and handle assembly thereby ex 
posing the hand and handle assembly to views of both the 
user and observers. When the handle asembly is held 
downwardly, however, with the connected ends of the 
strands extending upwardly from the handle assembly, the 
strands all fall outwardly and downwardly enveloping both 
the handle assembly and the hand of the user so that the 
hand and handle assembly are not observable from any 
location except perhaps immediately under the user’s 
hand. The completeness of the draping of the strands 
over the hand and arm of the user, of course, is dependent 
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in part upon the length of the strands and the number 
of strands in the pom pon. If the pom pon has been prop 
erly fluffed and otherwise prepared, as previously dis 
cussed, by the gripping and gathering of the free ends 
of the pom pon and forcing them toward the body, the 
resultant distribution of the strands, particularly those 
forming the central core of the strand mass, prevents 
the bottom face 24a of the body from being seen from 
almost any point of observation. The pom pon may be 
shaken quite vigorously over extended periods of time 
without tearing or shedding of the strands due to the 
superiority of the construction of the handle assembly with 
the overlying relationship of the elastic sheath strip with 
the secured ends of the strands. Obviously, the vigorous 

l activity, particularly of young people, using one or more 
of the pom pons most often results in perspiration on the 
hand of the user, which would, when using pom pons of 
the prior art, cause substantial discoloration of the crepe 
paper of the pom pon and the hands of the user since the 
dye of the paper readily dissolves in the presence of mois 
ture. The sheath strip effectively protects that portion of 
the paper of the pom pon which particularly is contacted 
by the palm side of the hand of the user so that the mois 
ture does not readily reach the paper. Of course, also, such 
moisture, in additon to causing the dying, will accelerate 
deterioration of the paper forming the band and strands. 
The moisture-proof characteristic of the sheath strip 
thereby effectively extends the life of the pom pon not 
only by minimizing shedding but also by reducing mois 
ture induced deterioration. The contracting of the upper 
edge portion 25C of the sheath strip and resultant com 
pressing and gathering of the upper portion of the con 
tinuous band of the paper provides a smoothly con 
toured upper edge to the handle assembly so that the 
pom pon comfortably fits a hand. Also, the soft surface 
effect of the sheath strip and handle makes the pom pon 
easy to hold and minimizes irritation of the skin of the 
hand of the user, which is a particularly desirable feature 
as pom pons are used over lengthy periods of time, par 
ticularly in activities such as football games, 
Numerous alternate forms and variations in several fea 

tures of the pom pon will be evident to those skilled in 
the art. While the particularly preferred form of handle 
and sheath strip has been described as comprising a poly 
vinyl chloride iilm which is transparent so that it is usable 
with any color paper, it will be obvious that, if desired, 
such material may be of a contrasting color or of a color 
matching the underlying paper of the pom pon. Also, 
other forms of plastics and other types of material may 
be used for the handle and sheath strip though it is pre 
ferred that such material have the soft, water-repellent, 
and elastic characteristics previously described to provide 
a pom pon of maximum durability and usefulness with 
respect to comfort and appearance factors. The body of 
the handle assembly has been illustrated as generally 
rectangular as this shape more readily tits a user’s hand, 
though it will be understood that the body could be made 
in a square shape, and, as previously explained while the 
body is preferably of wood, other forms of substantially 
solid material, such as some of the various plastics, may 
be employed. The strands 22 have been illustrated as of 
uniform length. If various length strands are desired, the 
width of each of the sheets 30 forming a paper lamina 
tion may be varied so that the strands in the completed 
pom pon give the appearance of random length. Another 
form of pom pon which has found some degree of popu 
larity may be constructed by forming a central group of 
the strand mass of strands of greater length than those in 
the peripheral portion of the strand mass. One way of 
constructing such a pom pon having longer strands over 
its central portion is to use a paper lamination for the 
central portion having strands of a greater length than 
the laminations used for the outer portions of the strand 
mass. For example, the form of pom pon shown in FIG. 
8 may be utilized with the inner laminations secured 
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along the opposite side faces 24C having strands of sub-Y 
stantially greater length than the lamínations completely 
encircling the handle assembly and providing the outer 
peripheral strands. 
The pom pon has been described in terms of its con 

struction of crepe paper. It is to be understood that other 
forms of paper and plastic sheeting may be utilized to 
construct the pom pon in accordance with the invention. 
A still further form of pom pon may include a molded 
integral sheath strip and handle assembly with the sheath 
strip 25 being formed integral with the handle 29 with 
the sheath strip of a length which requires that it be 
stretched over the continuous band on the body of the 
porn pon and secured thereto to provide the tight fit and 
end shape to the handle assembly represented in FIG. 7. 

While the invention has been discussed in terms of the 
specific embodiments disclosed herein and suggested 
modifications thereto, it is to be understood that such 
descriptions have been given only by way of illustration 
and example, not by way of limitation, reference being 
for the latter purpose being had to the following claims. 
What is claimed and desired to be secured by Letters 

of Patent is: 
1. A pom pon for use by yell leaders, pep squads, 

and the like comprising: a substantially rectangular» 
shaped block body of substantially rigid material; a U 
shaped handle secured along the opposite end portions to 
opposite end faces of said body, said handle comprising 
a soft ñexible material; a mass of long narrow strands of 
flexible material formed integral with and extending from 
a continuous edge band of said material, said strands be 
ing formed perpendicular to the longitudinal dimension of 
said band, said band being wrapped around said body 
along opposite end and side edges of said body, whereby 
said strands extend freely from the bottom face of said 
body whereby said mass of said strands have a fluffy, 
ball-like shape; a protective sheath strip wrapped around 
said continuous edge band secured around said body eX 
tending along opposite end and opposite side faces of said 
body and toward the free ends of said strands over the 
secured ends of said strands to protect said band and 
said secured ends of said strands from moisture and to 
minimize shedding of said strands from said body due to 
tearing of said strands from said edge band. 

2. A pom pon as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
sheath strip is wrapped around and secured on said body 
over said continuous band under tension whereby said 

UX 

strip contracts around said body to tightly secure said 
strip and said band on said body. 

l3. A porn pon as defined in claim 2 wherein said pro 
tective sheath strip is formed of polyvinyl chloride film. 

4. A porn pon as defined in claim 3 wherein said sheath 
strip is transparent. 

5. A pom pon as defined in claim 2 wherein said sheath 
strip is contoured along an upper edge portion over up 
per portions of said continuous edge band providing a 

lo curved upper edge surface around said body over a 
gathered upper edge portion of said edge band. 

6. A porn pon as deñned in claim 1 wherein said con 
tinuous edge band has a plurality of longitudinally 
spaced crimps each extending laterally of'said band to 

5 increase the elasticity of said band whereby said band 
lits tightly around said body. . 

7. A pom pon as defined in claim 1 wherein one por 
tion of said strands are longer than another portion of 
said strands. 

20 8. A pom pon as defined in claim 1 having a central 
core portion of strands of one color and a peripheral 
portion of strands of another color, said peripheral p0r 
tion comprising the strands connected with the continu 
ous band wrapped around the body, and the central core 

25 of strands comprising two groups of strands, one group 
being formed with a continuous band folded upon itself 
and secured along one side edge of said body within said 
wrapped band with strands extending from said folded 
band within and in the same direction as the strands from 

30 said wrapped band and the other group of said strands 
in said central core being formed with and extending 
from a continuous band folded upon itself and secured 
along the other side edge of said body with the strands 
from said band also extending within said strands from 

35 said wrapped band in the same direction as said strands 
from said wrapped band. 
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