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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A picture frame of substantially U-shaped cross-section 
made of magnetic material at least at portions thereof, 
and a plurality of magnets attracted to said frame so as 
to keep the picture tightly against the front ?ange 0f the 
picture frame. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the invention is to obviate the use of pre 
vailing securing methods such as nails, wedges and clumsy 
clamps, for holding a picture in a frame, and to provide 
a magnetic system, whereby a picture can be secured in 
place by easily removable magnets thereby to facilitate 
mounting and replacement. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a rear view of a picture frame showing the 
arrangement of the magnets. 

‘FIG. 2 is a fragmental cross-sectional view of the pic 
ture frame and a magnet, the section being taken on lines 
2—2 of FIG. 1. 

'FIG. 3 is a fragmental cross-sectional view of the pic 
ture frame and a magnet directly engaging the back side 
of the picture. 

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The picture frame 1 has an inwardly turned wider ?ange 
2 around its front edge, and a narrower ?ange 3 around its 
rear edge, so as to form a substantially U-shaped cross 
section with the front leg longer than the rear leg. 
A glass or other transparent protective sheet 4 is usually 

laid on the front ?ange 2 and the picture 5 is laid on the 
glass sheet 4 with its face exposed to view. On the back 
of the picture 5 is usually a backing sheet 6 made of card 
board or other stiff material. 
On the back of backing sheet 6 are placed a plurality 

of magnets 7. The picture frame 1 and the front ?ange 2 
are made of suitable magnetic material, at least on por 
tions thereof opposite or adjacent to the respective mag 
nets 7, so as to attract the magnets 7 and thereby ?rmly 
clamp the picture 5 between the magnets 7 and the front 
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?ange 2. The magnets 7 being attracted edgewise out 
wardly toward the frame 1 and also by the front ?ange 2, 
are thus held ?at against the backing sheet 6. Each mag 
net is wider than the width of the front ?ange 2 to present 
effective ?at area of contact for ?rmly keeping the picture 
5 in place. 

‘In order to enhance the force holding the magnets 7 
in place, a magnetic area 8 is provided on the back of 
the backing sheet 6 at least beneath the locations of the 
respective magnets 7. The magnetic areas 8 may be pro 
vided as a strip of magnetic material, such as a magnetic 
tape, secured by adhesive to the back of the backing sheet 
6, or by magnetic particles adhering to the back surface 
of the backing sheet 6. These magnetic areas 8 may be 
localized or may be provided all. around the edge of the 
backing sheet 6 on an area Wider than the width of said 
front ?ange 2. The narrow ?ange 3 is spaced from the 
front l?ange 2 su?iciently far as not to attract said magnets 
7 away from said ‘front ?ange 2. 

In FIG. 3 is illustrated the use of the magnetic keeper 
directly on a picture, whenever the picture is stiff enough 
to be used without a backing sheet. 

I claim: 
1. Magnetic keeper for picture frames comprising: 
an open picture frame, formed by sides, 
a retaining ?ange along the outside edge of each side, 

each ?ange extended rearwardly of the frame substan 
tially at right angles to the adjacent side, 

a return ?ange extended inwardly from the edge of 
each of said retaining ?anges substantially parallel 
with the adjacent side of the picture frame to form 
with the frame side and retaining ?ange a substan 
tially U-shaped cross-section rear-wardly of the frame 
sides, 

said sides and ?anges being of magnetic material, and 
a plurality of removable magnets on the ‘back of the 

picture at the respective retaining ?anges and return 
?anges to hold said picture in said frame. 

2. The magnetic keeper de?ned in claim 1, and 
a backing sheet to engage the back of the picture, and 
magnetic material on the backing sheet beneath said 

magnets. 
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