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ABSTRACT: An ignition circuit for a gas discharge tube 
operated from an alternating current source which provides a 
high voltage and frequency starting signal to the tube as the 
source is reaching the peak output voltage. The control ter 
minal of a voltage controlled switch is connected to the charg 
ing circuit for a high frequency oscillator energized by the al 
ternating current source to switch on the oscillator in response 
to a source voltage near the peak output: of the source. 
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HIGH FREQUENCY GENERATOR FOR THE IGNITION 
' OF A DISCHARGE LAMP 

This application is a continuation of Ser. No. 603,384 now 
abandoned. 

The invention relates to a high-frequency generator for ig 
niting and/or supplying current to a gas and/or vapor 
discharge tube, said generator comprising an inductor and a 
capacitor which determine the frequency of the generator and 
a voltage-sensitive switching element having a semiconductor 
element, particularly a controlled ‘semiconductor recti?er. 
The load including the gas and/or vapor discharge tube is con 
nected directly or through a transformer to one or more of the 
elements of the generator, i.e. the inductor, capacitor or the 
switching element. 

‘ The term “high-frequency" is to be understood to mean 
herein a frequency exceeding I000 c/s. 
The generators of the kind set forth hitherto used are bulky, 

complicated and hence expensive. Moreover, their use has 
been limited only to direct current supplies. The invention has 
for its object to provide less bulky, less complicated and there 
fore cheaper high-frequency generators, which may be used in 
conjunction with an alternating current supply of low frequen 
cy. The term "low frequency" is to denote herein a, frequency 

. up to a maximum of I00 c/s. 
According to‘ the invention the generator is characterized in 

that the switching element shunts a ?rst series combination of 
.said inductor and capacitor, while the input terminals of the 

' generator are connected via a second series combination of at 
least said capacitor. and of a noncapacitative coupling im 
pedance and in that the'switching element becomes conduct 
ing at a voltage which isv lower than the peak value of the volt 
age across the ?rst series combination, which would be at 
tained in the absence of the switching element, the latter ele 
ment being opened at the instant of reversal of the current. 

‘ According to the invention it is ‘achieved that the capacitor 
taking part in determining the frequency is charged until the‘ 
voltage across the ?rst series combination attains the voltage 
at which the switching element is closed. Then the capacitor is 
discharged through the inductor taking part in the determina 
tion of the frequency until the current passing through the 
switching element reverses its direction. Then the capacitor is 
charged again and the process is repeated. 

It is thus possible to render the generator less bulky, and less 
complicated, so that it is cheaper. The generator may, 
‘moreover, be used with a low-frequency AC supply. 
The frequency-determining inductor preferably constitutes 

‘ the primary winding of a transformer stepping up the output 
voltage of the generator. This provides the advantage that if 
the output voltage of the generator is not suf?ciently high, one 
and the same inductor may operate as a frequency-determin 
ing element and as a primary transformer winding. 

It is advantageous to employ the generator in a device com 
prising said generator and, in addition, a low-frequency AC 
supply, which is connected to the same load including a gas 
and/or vapor discharge tube, the coupling impedance being 
inductive and at least part of this coupling impedance forming 
the stabilizing impedance of the discharge tube. The coupling 
impedance then has a double function. 
The generator 'may furthermore be employed ad 

vantageously in a device comprising this generator and a low 
frequency AC supply, which is connected to the same load. 
The discharge tube may comprise preheated ?lament elec 
trodes and with an inductive coupling impedance at least part 
of the coupling impedance may form the primary winding of a 
?lament current transformer for heating the preheated elec 
trodes of the discharge tube. In this preferred embodiment a 
separate heating current transformer is not needed. 

If the frequency~determining inductor forms the primary 
‘ winding of a transformer stepping up the output voltage of the 
generator and if the coupling impedance is inductive and at 
least part thereof forms the stabilizing impedance of the 
discharge tube and if the transfonner has electrically 
separated windings, the series combination of the secondary 
winding of the transfonner and the load is preferably shunted 
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2 
by an auxiliary capacitor, the impedance of which, at the 
frequency of the high-frequency generator, is lower than the 
impedance of the coupling impedance at said frequency. In 
the absence of the auxiliary capacitor, the coupling im 
pedance would form a fairly high impedance value in the high 
frequency circuit. When the auxiliary capacitor is provided, a 
comparatively high-frequency current can be produced by the 
generator. 

In the latter case the circuit including the secondary wind 
ing of the transformer, the load and the auxiliary capacitor or 
the circuit including the primary winding of the transformer, 
the voltage-dependent switching element and the capacitor is 
preferably provided with an auxiliary inductor, which restricts 
current pulses in the two transformer circuits. 
The auxiliary inductor is preferably included in that portion 

of the circuit including the primary winding of the trans 
former, the voltage'sensitive switching element and the 
capacitor which forms solely part of the high-frequency cir 
cuit. In this embodiment the auxiliary inductor itself need pass 
only a comparatively low current. 
The invention will be described more fully with reference to 

the drawing, in which 
FIG. 1 shows a high-frequency generator according to the 

invention. 
FIG. 2 shows a device comprising a high-frequency genera 

tor and a low-frequency AC supply connected to the same 
load. 

FIG. 3 shows a further device comprising a high-frequency 
generator and a low-frequency AC supply connected to the 
same load. 

Referring to FIG. 1, reference numerals 1 and 2 designate 
the connecting terminals of a high-frequency generator. These 
terminals are bridged by the series combination of a coupling 
impedance 3, an inductor 4, formed by the primary winding of 
a transformer, and a capacitor 5. The series combination of 
the inductor 4 and the capacitor 5 is bridged by a thyristor 6. 
The control-electrode of the thyristor 6 is controlled through 
an ohmic resistor 7. The secondary winding of the transformer 
is connected to the series combination of a discharge tube 8 
and a stabilizing coil 9. 

This generator operates as follows: From a low-frequency 
mains, to which the terminals 1 and 2 are connected, the 
capacitor 5 is charged through the coupling impedance 3 and 
the winding 4 until across 4-5 the voltage at which the 
switching element, the thyristor 6, closes, is attained. Then the 
capacitor 5 is discharged via the inductor 4 and the switching 
element 6. The inductor 4 and the capacitor 5 determine the 
generator frequency. When the current passing through the 
thyristor 6 reverses its direction, the switching element 6 
becomes nonconducting. The capacitor 5 is recharged via the 
coupling impedance 3 and the winding 4. In order to obtain 
the desired number of high-frequency oscillations, that is to 
say the desired number of wave trains in each period of the 
AC supply voltage of the generator, the capacitor 5 must be 
charged rapidly, since it is then soon ready for being 
discharged across the frequency-determining inductor 4. For 
the current passing through the coupling impedance this has 
the following results. The current passing through said ele 
ment comprises two components, that is to say, said rapid 
charging current of the capacitor and a current ?owing in the 
conducting state of the switching element. The ?rst-men 
tioned component is negligibly small due to its‘higher frequen 
cy with respect to the current passing through the coupling im~ 
pedance in the conducting state of the switching element, that 
is to say as compared with the current passing through the 
coupling impedance, when the latter is connected to the low 
frequency supply mains. Due to the switching-on phenomenon 
occurring in the current of the coupling impedance, when the 
switching element becomes conducting for the ?rst time in a 
positive half period of the mains voltage, this current main 
tains the same direction longer than the duration of half a 
period of the mains voltage. Therefore, the device may be also 
AC driven. It should be noted that according as the closing 
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voltage of the switching element is lower, the current across 
the coupling impedance maintains the same direction for a 
longer time. 

In a practical case the terminals 1 and 2 of the high-frequen 
cy generator were connected to an AC supply of 220 V, 50 
c/s. The high-frequency generator has to supply current to a 
high-pressure mercury vapor discharge lamp 8, the ignition 
voltage of which was 600 V and the working voltage 125 V at 
50 c/s. The lamp 8 was fed from the high-frequency oscillatory 
circuit including the elements 4, 5 and 6 by a high-frequency 
voltage of adequate value, for example about 2500 V peak 
value, at 10,000 c/s. The value of the coupling coil 3 was 5 II, 
that of the inductor 4 2.5 mh. and that of the capacitor 5 about 
0.1 tLF. The peak value of the closing voltage of the thyristor 6 
was 230 V. This was achieved by a resistor 7 of about 20,000 
Ohms. The peak value of the voltage across the series com 
bination of the capacitor 5 and the inductor 4 in the absence 
of the thyristor 6 was in this case 300 V. 

In this arrangement, the elements 5 and 6 (the latter 
together with 7) may, if desired, be interchanged. If the high 
frequency generator has to be fed from a DC supply, the 
coupling impedance must be a resistor. 

Reference numerals 1 and 2 of FIG. 2 again designate the 
connecting terminals of the device. They serve for connection 
to the 220 V, 50 c/s mains. These terminals are shunted by the 
series combination of a coil 3’ and a discharge tube 8. 
Between the tapping 10 of said series combination and the ter 
minal 2 a high-frequency circuit is included, which cor 
responds chie?y with the circuit shown in FIG. 1. The dif 
ferences are formed by the auto transformer with the windings 
4‘ and 4" and the separation capacitor 11. The coupling im 
pedance comprises two parts, that is to say, the series com 
bination of the coils 3' and 3". The tube 8 is connected in this 
case to a low-frequency mains via 3’ and to the high-frequency 
generator via the capacitor 11. The separation capacitor 11 
has a high impedance at 50 c/s and a low impedance at the 
value of for example 10,000 c/s of the high-frequency genera 
tor. The part 3' of the coupling impedance operates, in addi 
tion, as a stabilizing impedance for the tube 8. If the tube 8 is 
provided with electrodes 12 and 13 of the preheated type, 
they can be connected to the secondary windings l4 and 15 
respectively of a transformer, the primary winding of which is 
formed by the part 3" of the coupling impedance. The high 
frequency generator of FIG. 2 only serves as an ignition 
member for the tube 8. When the tube 8 ignites, the voltage 
between 10 and 2 drops to about 125 Ve”, that is to say to 
about 145 V peak voltage, which is not suf?cient for the 
thyristor 6 with the closing voltage of 230 V to become con 
ducting. 

FIG. 3 shows a further embodiment of a device in which a 
vlamp 8 is connected to a low-frequency AC supply and to a 
high-frequency generator. In contrast to the diagram of FIG. 
2, the two current sources are connected in series with each 
other. The separation capacitor 11 (see FIG. 2) may be 
dispensed with. Corresponding elements are designated by the 
same reference numerals as in the preceding FIGS. There is 
added a decoupling capacitor 16, owing to which the high 
frequency currents need not pass through the coil 3'. The 
capacitor 16 has a value of about 0.1 ,uF. Between the primary 
transformer winding 4"’ and the switching element 6 there is 
provided an auxiliary inductor 17 for restricting the current 
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4 
pulses in this circuit and in the circuit including the winding 
54"" and the lamp 8. 

The high-frequency generator shown in FIG. 3 may serve 
not only for igniting the lamp 8 but also during the operation 
thereof. This may be achieved by choosing a lower voltage for 
the thyristor 6 to become conducting, for example 100 V. It is 
only necessary for this purpose to reduce the ohmic value of 
the resistor 7 from 20,000 Ohms' to about 9,000 Ohms. 
We claim: 
1. Circuit for the ignition and supply of a gas discharge tube 

from a low-frequency source, comprising an inductor; a 
capacitor; a controlled semiconductor switching recti?er hav 
mg a control terminal and an input-output path; means for 
connecting the inductor, the capacitor, ‘and the input-output 
path of the switching recti?er in a ?rst loop circuit; means for 
coupling the gas discharge tube to the loop circuit, said circuit 
having at least two input terminals for connecting the circuit 
to the source; a second inductor; means for connecting the 
input terminals of the circuit across said capacitor through the 
second inductor; and means for connecting the control ter 
minal of said recti?er to the input-output path of the recti?er, 
the means for coupling the gas discharge tube to the loop cir 
cuit comprising a third inductor coupled to the ?rst inductor 
and forming a transformer therewith, and means for connect 
ing the third inductor to the gas discharge tube, the gas 
discharge tube being provided with'a preheated electrode, the 
circuit further comprising a fourth inductor coupled to at least 
a part of the second inductor and forming a second trans 
former therewith and means for connecting the second trans 
former to the preheated electrode of the discharge tube. 

2. A high-frequency generator for igniting a gas discharge 
tube provided with ?laments from a'low frequency source, 
comprising a ?rst inductor; a capacitor; a controlled semicon 
ductor switching recti?er having a control terminal and an 
input-output path; means for connecting the ?rst inductor, the 
capacitory and the input-output pat of the switching recti?er 
in a ?rst loop circuit; means for connecting the loop circuit to 
the gas discharge tube, said generator having at least to input 
terminals for connecting the generator to the source; a second 
inductor; means for connecting the input terminals of the 
generator across the capacitor through said second inductor; a 
third inductor coupled to the second inductor and forming a 
transformer therewith; means for connecting the third induc 
tor to the ?laments of the gas discharge tube; and means for 
connecting the control terminal of the recti?er to the loop cir 
cuit. 

3. A generator as claimed in claim 2, wherein the means for 
connecting the loop circuit to the gas discharge tube com 
prises a fourth inductor coupled to the ?rst inductor and form 
ing a second transformer therewith, and means for connecting 
the fourth inductor to the gas discharge tube. 

4. A generator as claimed in claim 3, wherein the means for 
connecting the control terminal of the recti?er to the loopcir 
cuit comprises a noncapacitive impedance connected to the 
control terminal of the recti?er, and means for connecting the 
noncapacitive impedance to a portion of the second remote 
from the generator terminals. - 

5. A generator as claimed in claim '3, further comprising a 
separate means for connecting the gas discharge tube to a por 
tion of the second inductor proximate the generator terminals. 


