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SKIMMER PROTECTOR 

THE INVENTIVE IMPROVEMENT 

Winter freezeup of swimming pools causes considerable 
damage from ice expansion, particularly in the region of the 
skimmer for the pool. The invention involves recognition of 
the special need for protection within the skimmer area and 
provides a simple, effective, and economical means for ab 
sorbing the expansion of ice in the skimmer to prevent damage 
to the skimmer. The inventive device is also easily installed 
and removed, and not only relievesthe skimmer walls from 
pressure, but protects the skimmer intake pipe. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION ' 

The inventive device is a hollow, substantially closed, blow 
molded body of resilient resin material having a cylindrical 
projection on one end with external screw threads threaded 
into the intake pipe of a swimming pool skimmer. The body of 
the device ‘extends from the intake pipe to be compressibly 
disposed within the walled region of the skimmer to absorb the 
expansion of ice. ‘ ' ' 

DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows an elevational cross-sectional view of a 
swimming pool skimmer having the inventive protector in~ 
stalled in place; and I 

FIG. 2 is a plan view of the skimmer of FIG. 1 with the cover 
removed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
Skimmer ‘10 includes an inlet passageway“ havingaweir 

12 leading to a walled chamber 14 having acoiver 13 mean" 
intake pipe 15 for‘ drawing water from the pool tov the pump 
and ?lter (not shown). Skimmer 10 can have ‘many different 
shapes and sizes and can open in various ways to a pool. Also, 
various pipes can lead from intake pipe l5 tothe pool ?ltra 
tion equipment. Most of the multitude of such skimmer ar 
rangements can be protected by the inventive device. 
Blow-molded body 16 is hollow, substantially closed, and 

formed of resilient resin material. Body 16 is generally cylin 
drical as illustrated, and has a diameter larger than intake pipe 
15. The generally. cylindrical shape is preferred for ease of 
blow-molding, but body 16 can have other shapes if desired. 
Many materials are suitable for forming body 16, and the 
preferred materials are synthetic, thermoplastic resins such as 
polyethylene. , 

A cylindrical projection 17 extends downward from body 
16 and has external threads 18 threaded into the internal 
threads in intake pipe 15. Most swimming pool skimmers have 
a 1% inch tapered pipe thread in intake pipe 15, so that pro 
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2 
jection 17 preferably has a matching 1% inch tapered pipe 
thread 18 for turning into pipe 15. However, projection 17 
and threads 18 can be made in different sizes to fit different in 
take pipes as desired. . 

At the top of body 16 a crossbar projection 19 extends up 
ward and is arranged diametrically of intake pipe 15 to afford 
,a ?nger grip for screwing body 16 into pipe 15. Crossbar i9 
serves as a sort of wing nut and can have any convenient shape 
for such purpose. - 

To install the inventive protector, it is merely necessary to 
remove cover 13 and screw body 16 into pipe 15 by gripping 
and turning crossbar 19.~With body 16 threaded in place, in 
take pipe 15 is protected from ice or debris, and body it’) ex 
tends above intake pipe 15 into the walled region of skimmer 
10 where it can be compressed by expanding ice to protect 
walls 14 from ice pressure. The resilient material forming 

' , body 16 and the air it contains are readily compressed by the 
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expanding ice. After the ice season, body 16 is unscrewed and 
removed to ready the pool for use. 

Persdns wishing to practice the invention should remember 
that other embodiments and variations can be adapted to par 
ticular circumstances. Even though one point of view is neces 
sarily chosen in describing and de?ning the invention, this 
should ‘not inhibit broader or related embodiments going 
beyondfthe semantic orientation of this application but falling 

, within the spirit of the invention. For example, many sizes and 
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con?gurations of the inventive protector device can be used 
within the spirit of the invention. ' 

I claim: 
5 1. In a swimming pool having a skimmer including ‘a walled 
region and an intake pipe, a device for protecting said 

‘ skimmer from ice damage, said device comprising: 
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a. a hollow; substantially closed, blow-molded. body of 
‘ resilient resin material; ' - 

'_ b. one end of said body having a cylindrical projection; 
c. said projection having external screw threads threaded 

into said intake pipe; and 
d. said body extending from said intake pipe to be com 

pressibly disposed within said. walled region. 
2. The device of claim 1 wherein the other end of said body 

has a small hole. ' ~ 

3. The device of claim 1 wherein said body is generally 
cylindrical in shape. _ 

4. The device of claim 3 wherein said body has a iarger 
diameter than said intake pipe. 

5. The device of claim I wherein the other end of said body 
has a projection arranged diametrically relative to said intake 
pipe to afford a finger grip for screwing said body into said in 
take pipe. 

6. The device of claim 5 wherein said body is generally 
cylindrical and has a larger diameter than said intake pipe. 


