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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A trough like cabinet adapted to receive the wiring, 
controls, headsets, and other equipment required to place 
a number of students in communication with a teacher 
and a console in a classroom environment; a plurality of 
such cabinets being adapted for disposition within a class 
room at a level below normal desk height but above the 
floor. Each cabinet is divided into sections, one for each 
student, with each section having a hinged cover; the covers 
opening alternately to each side of the cabinet and being 
locked in their closed positions by a locking system con 
trolled from the console. Each cabinet section has a readily 
removable ñoor spaced from hte cabinet bottom to form 
a channel within which the wiring may be placed; the 
elements dividing the cabinet into sections also being 
readily removable. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of application 

This invention relates to equipment units; and more 
particularly to units adapted to house equipment, such as 
sound receiving gear, at a readily accessible level above the 
floor but below normal desk height, in a remotely con 
trolled lockable cabinet which may be unobtrusively dis 
posed in a room so as not to detract from other uses 
of the room. 

Description of prior art 

Equipment units, such as those commonly used in class 
room environments for language labs or the like, have 
for a long time taken the form of large pieces of furni'- ` 
ture which while serving to isolate the students one from 
the other, also rendered the classroom useless for any 
other purposes; thus denying the school the general use 
thereof and forcing the taxpayers to expend large sums of 
money for additional classroom space. 
With the advent of sound receiving equipment, in the 

form of headsets, which in effect isolated the user from 
all except what was being received therethrough, the 
large pieces of furniture disappeared to be replaced by 
desks or tables, some with displaceable partitions to render 
same usable for general purposes, But such desks and 
tables had to be specially made to facilitate the wiring 
and other controls interconnecting the headset and the 
teachers console thus greatly reducing the types of desks 
and tables usable therewith and greatly restricting the 
other uses of the classroom. In addition storage of the 
controls and headsets to prevent their being stolen or 
tinkered with by persons not authorized to use same is 
either nonexistent or quite cumbersome with such desks 
and tables; while the servicing, repairing, rewiring and 
replacement of such equipment is either impossible or 
impractical. 
Some classrooms have resorted to the use of plug-in type 

jacks, disposed in the walls or ñoors thereof, to avoid both 
the large pieces of furniture and the special desks and 
tables, but the storage servicing, repairing, rewiring and 
replacement problems present even greater problems in 
this environment than in some of the others. 
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SUMMARY OF INVENTION 
ì It is therefore an object of this invention to provide an 
improved equipment unit. 

Another object is to provide an improved equipment 
unit for housing sound receiving equipment, and the con 
trols therefor, in a classroom type environment. 

Still another object is to provide a remotely controlled 
lockable equipment unit for housing sound receiving equip 
ment, and the controls therefor, in a classroom type 
environment. 
A further object is to provide an equipment unit for 

housing sound receiving equipment, and the controls there 
for, in a classroom type environment, unobtrusively at 
a level above the ñoor but below normal desk or table 
height. 
A still further object is to provide an equipment unit 

for housing sound receiving equipment, and the controls 
therefor in such a manner that the equipment, controls, 
and associated wiring and other elements are readily 
accessible for service repair and replacement. 

This invention involves equipment units of the type 
utilized to house sound receiving gear, and the controls 
therefor, in a classroom environment; and contemplates 
providing trough like cabinets for disposition about a 
classroom to house sets of such sound receiving gear for 
individual student use. Each cabinet is divided into indi 
vidual student sections with remotely controlled locks 
therefor, and is further formed with readily removable 
side and floor partitions to facilitate the eñicient wiring, 
servicing, rewiring and replacement of the equipment 
therewithin. 

In carrying out the invention, according to a preferred 
embodiment thereof, the equipment unit is formed as a 
hollow trough like cabinet disposed on standards above 
the ñoor level and with the top thereof disposed below 
normal desk or table height. The cabinet is divided by 
readily removable partitions into individual student sec 
tions and is formed with a bottom and removable floor 
sections spaced therefrom to provide a channel for wiring. 
A hinged cover is provided for each cabinet section with 
alternate covers opening to opposite sides of the cabinet 
to facilitate student disposition adjacent the cabinet. Each 
student section houses a control unit and a headset which 
may be removed therefrom for use by the student; with 
both the control unit and headset interconnected through 
suitable wiring to a teachers console appropriately dis 
posed in the classroom. A lock, controlled from the 
teachers console, is provided for each cabinet section; 
with the number of sections in each cabinet and the nurn 
ber of cabinets in each classroom depending on the partic 
ular arrangement desired. 

Other objects, features, and advantages of the inven 
tion in its details of construction and arrangement of 
parts, will be seen from the above from the following 
description of the preferred embodiment when considered 
in conjunction with the drawings, and from the appended 
claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

‘In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a classroom having installed 

therein a plurality of equipment units embodying the 
instant invention; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of one of the equip 

ment units of FIG. 1, but on a larger scale than FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the equipment unit of FIG. 2 

showing in phantom student desks as they would be posi 
tioned adjacent thereto; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged sectional ’View of the equipment 
unit of FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 5 is an isometric view of a portion of the upper 
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part of the equipment unit of FIG. 2 cut away in part 
to better show the details thereof. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

For convenience, the invention will be described as 
applied to a cabinet for housing a control panel and a 
headset for student use as in a language lab, the cabinet 
being disposed at a level above the iloor and below that 
of the normal student desk or table, and further being 
divided into sections each with a hinged cover locked 
in place by a remotely controlled lock; it being under 
stood nevertheless that without departing from the scope 
of this invention that subject cabinet may not necessarily 
house a control unit separate from the headset or may 
in the alternative house other equipment items, that it 
may be disposed at any convenient level even at desk or 
table height or above same if so desired, that it need not 
be partitioned, that the access opening need not be on 
top or in the form of a cover, and that it need not be 
locked by a remotely controlled lock or not even locked 
at all. 
With reference to FIG. 1 there is shown generally 

at 10 a classroom within which is disposed a teachers 
console 12 and a plurality of equipment units in the form 
of cabinets 14 (FIGS. 1, 2, and 4) spaced apart to permit 
the positioning of student desks or tables 16 (FIGS. l 
and 3) thereabout. 

Cabinets 14 are in the form of elongated troughs hav 
ing a bottom wall 18 (FIGS. 4 and 5), a pair of side 
walls 20, 22, and a plurality of hinged top covers 24a, 
24h, 24C, etc. all spaced apart to form therebetween 
a hollow 26 (FIG. 4). A hollow tubular support 40 
(FIGS. 2 and 4), disposed beneath and appropriately 
secured to bottom wall 18 of cabinet 14, is itself sup 
ported by upright standards 42 secured to the classroom 
ñoor 44 as by plate members 46 and threaded members 
48 (FIG. 4). The height of standards 42, support 40 
and cabinet 14, in this embodiment, is such as to set tops 
24a, 24h, 24e, etc. of cabinets 14 below the level of the 
tops of desks or tables 16 (FIG. 2) and in this manner 
cabinets 14 do not detract from other uses of classroom 10. 
A plurality of partitions 60a, 60h, 60C (FIG. 5), slid 

ably disposed in side walls 20 and 22 divide cabinet 14 
into individual student sections 62a, 62b, 62C, etc. each 
adapted to have disposed therein a control unit 66, and 
a headset 68 (FIG. 4) interconnected through a suitable 
cable 70 to console 12. Other wires 72 interconnect head 
sets 68 with cable 70 and are of suitable length to permit 
removal of headsets 68 from cabinet 14 for use by the 
students. 
A ñoor section 80a (FIGS. 4 and 5), 8011 (FIG. 5) 

etc. is disposed in each student section 62a, 62b, 62C, etc. 
on risers 82 (FIG. 4) to form between floor sections 80a, 
80h, etc, and bottom wall 18 of cabinets 14 a channel 84 
within which cables 70 and any other cables are dis 
posed in a readily accessible manner. An aperture 86 is 
formed in each ñoor section 80a, 80b to permit wires 72 
to extend therethrough in interconnecting headsets 68 to 
cable 70. 
Each top cover 24a, 24h, 24C is attached, as by hinges 

90 (FIGS. 4 and 5), to either side wall 22 or side wall 20 
in alternate fashion so that student sections 62a, 62h, 
62e etc. open to alternate sides of cabinet 14 for a more 
convenient disposition of desks 16. A bracket 92 (FIG. 4) 
suitably carried by a partition 60 and by a top cover 24 
serves to retain top cover 24 in an open position (as 
shown in dot-dash lines in FIG. 4). If desired suitable 
notches (not shown) may be formed in side walls 20 and 
22 to permit wires 70 to extend therethrough even if 
covers 24 are closed. 
A hook like lock member 96 (FIGS. 4 and 5) is secured 

to each top cover 24 for cooperation with a conventional 
lock 98 remotely controlled from console 12 to restrict 
access to headsets 68, control units 66 and the other equip~ 
ment in cabinet 14 to authorized personnel. 
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When it is desired to use headsets 68 the person in 

charge unlocks locks 98 permitting top covers 24 to be 
raised and headsets 68 to be removed from cabinet 14. 
Top covers 24 may then be closed or if desired left open 
to permit the students access to control units 66. At the 
end of the class headsets 68 are returned and cabinets 14 
locked. 

‘In order to service, repair, replace or rewire the equip 
ment, locks 98 are again released and top covers 24 
opened to permit removal and return of either one or 
more ñoor sections 80 and if required partitions 60. 
From the above description it will thus be seen that 

a novel and improved equipment unit has been provided 
for housing sound receiving gear and associated com 
ponents; which unit is unobtrusive to other needs of the 
room within which it is disposed, is easy to install, 
permits ready access to all the components of the equip 
ment to facilitate service, repair, and replacement thereof 
and is easily locked to restrict access to the equipment 
to authorized personnel. 

It is understood that although I have shown the pre 
ferred form of my invention that various modiñcations 
may be made in the details thereof without departing 
from the spirit as comprehended by the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. An equipment unit adapted to be ñxedly disposed in 

a classroom and to house sound receiving gear and asso 
ciated components: comprising 

(a) an elongated trough like housing having a bottom 
wall and spaced side walls forming therebetween a 
hollow; 

(b) a plurality of partitions slidably disposed between 
said side walls to divide at least a portion of said 
hollow into individual sections; 

(c) a ñoor section for each of said sections spaced 
from said bottom wall to form therebetween a 

channel; 
(d) said partitions extending above but not below said 
ñoor; 

(e) a top cover for each of said sections hingedly 
carried by a side wall of said cabinet for movement 
between an open and a closed position, adjacent 
ones of said top covers opening to alternate sides of 
said cabinet; and 

(1g) a remotely controlled lock for each of said sec 
tions to lock the top cover thereof in its closed 
position. 

2. A classroom for use as a language laboratory or 
the like comprising 

(a) a teacher’s console; 
(b) at least one equipment cabinet having a bottom 

wall, a pair of sp-aced side walls, and at least one top 
cover forming therebetween a hollow; 

(c) at least one headset disposed in said hollow and 
interconnected by suitable wiring to said teacher’s 
console; 

(d) lock means for securing said top cover closed to 
prevent unauthorized access to said headset; and 

(e) at least one ñoor partition disposed in said cabinet 
spaced from the bottom wall thereof to form there; 
between a wiring channel and adapted to receive at 
least a portion of said wiring interconnecting said 
headset to said teacher’s console; 

(f) said floor partition being easily removable to per 
mit access to said wiring channel. 

3. A classroom for use as a language laboratory or the 
like; comprising 

(a) a teacher’s console; 
(b) at least one equipment cabinet having a bottom 

wall, a pair of spaced side walls, and at least one 
top cover forming therebetween a hollow; 

(c) said cabinet being divided into a plurality of in 
dividual sections; 

(d) a top cover provided for each of said sections; 
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(e) said top covers opening to alternate sides of said 
cabinet; 

(f) at least one headset in each of said sections, each 
of said headsets being interconnected by suitable 
Wiring to said teacher’s console; and 

(g) lock means for securing said top covers closed to 
prevent unauthorized access to said headsets. 
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