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FIG. 2; 

WIRE SHELVING AND BASKET HAVING SNAP-IN 
SURFACE FORMING MEMBERS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Solid shelving such as wood, metal, plastic, and the like 
have advantages, particularly for decoration and similar pur¢ 
poses, over wire shelving and baskets which however have the 
‘advantage of good visibility and circulation of air for certain 
products. It is an objectof this invention to provide a structure 
which has both advantagesland can be used for shelving ex 
tremely small articles and even dirt, or merely as a wire shelf 
member. It is the purpose‘, of this'invention to provide a wire 
shelving which can be used as it is, or to receive certain new 
and improved snap-in devices making solid surfaces therefor 
so that the advantages of b'othatypes of shelving can be util 
ized. ' " 

SUMMARYOF-TI-IE INVENTION ' _ 

In wire shelving and baskets the supporting surfaces and if 
present, the front and rear fences, are formed with longitu 
dinal wires with cross wires underneath the same. These lon 
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central longitudinal wire 20 as well as an end wire 22. Thus it 
will be seen that the shelving or baskets shown in FIG. I is pro 
vided with arear fence and a lower forward fence but all of the 

' longitudinal wires 10, 20, 22, 16, etc. are spaced apart equal 
(It 

20 

gitudinal wires are parallel and receive in a snap-in relation, - 
elongated, surface forming elements of metal, plastic, wood, 
cardboard, paperboard,_etc., which have beveled edges. In 
other words, the edges are provided in a solid piece such as 
with cardboard and wood, etc. or by downturned ?anges of 
sheet metal, plastic, and.- the. like, are farther apart than the 
longitudinal wires, so that by slightly springing the wires or by 
springing these surface forming elements, at the edges thereof, 
thewider portions are snapped in under the wires, and lie 
under the horizontal diameters thereof, being thereby tightly 
held in position against any kind of accidental displacement. 
They then form solid surfaces'which even retain dirt, etc., so 
that the resultant support may even be used as a ?ower or win 
dowbox or the like. ‘ - 

By separating the longitudinal wires a certain predeter~~ 
mined distance in increments as forinstance 2% or 3 inches, 
and assuming the r'nanufacturepof a single shelf or basket 
which has a bottom 5 feet Iongand 14m 18 inches wide for 
example, any size of shelving or basket can be provided the 
customer simply by cutting o?“ excess outside wires in the in 
crements referred to above. It is less expensive to perform this 
operation even with resulting waste, than it is to warehouse all 
the different sizes that might be wanted. - 

BRIEF DESCRIFTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. I is a perspective view showing a plain wire shelf hav 
ing a forward fence of relative short height and a rear fence of 
a greater height; I r _ 

FIG. 2 is a similar view illustrating the surface forming 
members applied to the shelving of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a transverse section through the construction of 

FIG. 4 is an end view illustrating a solid surface forming 
‘ member of wood, cardboard or the like; and _ 

' FIG. 5 is a partial perspective view of a modi?ed surface 
forming element. ' . ‘ ' 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 
This invention is applicable to wire shelving and baskets 

whether having partitions or ‘end members or the like. FIG. 1 
illustrates a basket form of device in which the partitions and 
the ends have been omitted and it comprises a series of Ion 
gitudinal wires .10 forming the bottom. These are evenly 
spaced in increments. There are also cross wires 12 which un 
derlie wires 10 and are welded'thereto. In the illustration the‘ 
wires 12 extend around the forwardmost wire 10 and up 
wardly at 14 and these are connected by another longitudinal 
wire 16 parallel to those at ‘10. The wire 16 is spaced from its 
closest wire 14 the same'spacing as the wires 10. This struc 
ture is repeated but on a higher scale at the rear of the basket, 
the'upright- 18 being longer than those at 14 and there being a 
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‘responding wire 34. 

amounts. - 

Referring now to FIG. 3, there are here shown the surface 
forming elements which are generally indicated by the 
reference character 24. Each of these elements is elongated as 
shown in FIG. 2 and has “edge ?anges 26 which are turned 
down in inclined relation to the top web or surface thereof 
which is indicated at 28. The wires 10 being spaced apart 
uniformly, the members 24 are provided in widths in which 
the edges of the inclined portions of side flanges 26 are spaced 
apart a distance greater than the distances between the wires 
10. Therefore the surface forming members can be snapped 
under the outstanding diameters of the wires 10, and they are 
very rigidly held in this position by the wires. 
The same is true as to the front and the rear fences, the 

same members 24'being snapped inbetween the forwardmost 
wire 10, see FIG. I, and wire 16, to form a solid front. The 
same is done between the rearwardmost wire 10 and wire 20, 
and between wire 20 and wire 22 to form a solid rear fence. 

If the surface forming elements are made of wood, hard 
board, etc., they will be made solid as shown in-FIG. 4, but the 
action is the same and by the combination of slightly springing 
the elements as shown at 30’ and the wires 10, they may be 
snapped in position. - -' 

Supposing therefore that a certain maximum size of e.g. flat 
shelving is made in quantity, for instance 5 or 6 feet long and 
14 to 18 inches wide, these may be stored in any quantities 
desired and cut down to a customer’s orders so as to avoid the 
necessity of stocking manydifferent sizes, and this is less ex 
pensive than to make and stock many sizes. 

In FIG. 5, surface forming member 32 is generally like that 
at 28 having a side flange 38 like that at 26, and an opposite 
side flange 36 that is extended to curve partly about its cor 
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l. ‘A supporting structure comprising a series of parallel 
elongated spaced supporting membersdefming recesses along' 
opposed sides thereof, spaced members underneath the sup 
porting members lying transversely thereof, a surface forming 
element also elongated andhaving a width which is generally 
similar to the spacing of said aforementioned supporting mem 
bers, resiliently distortable-means having a relative spacing 
slightly greater than the distance between the adjacent edges 
of said aforementioned" supporting members, said surface 
forming element being positioned between a pair of said afore 
mentioned supporting members with said resiliently distorta 
ble means being snapped Into said recesses, and held thereby, 
said surface forming element including said resiliently 
distortable means lying entirely between an adjacent pair of 
said supporting members, said surface forming element being 
generally flat and the resiliently distortable means comprising 
?anges, said ?anges being bent ‘down from the general plane 
of said surface forming ‘element and lying at an incline with 
respect thereto. I - . 

2. The structure of claim 1 wherein said supporting struc 
> ture includes a fence at an edge thereof, said fence including a 
longitudinal supporting member parallel to and spaced from 
the other supporting members, a surface forming element 
being snapped into the space between longitudinal supporting 
members, one of which is on the fence, said fence being angu 
larly related to the ?rst-named surface forming element. 

3. The structure of claim I wherein said supporting struc 
ture includes fences at the edges thereof, said fences each in 
cluding a longitudinal ‘supporting member parallel to and 
spaced from the other supporting members, surface forming 
elements being snapped into the spaces between longitudinal 
supporting members, one of which is on each fence, said 
fences being angularly related to the ?rst-named surface form 
ing element. 


