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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

This invention relates to a portable dwelling structure 
that has one or more columns with a plurality of laterally 
extending supporting walls. The walls have vertically 
spaced parallel receivers for portable dwelling units. The 
dwelling units have mating receivers that are positioned 
in the supporting wall receivers to support the portable 
dwelling units in a cantilever fashion from the supporting 
walls. Suitable plumbing, electrical facilities, elevators 
and stairs are provided in the columns. The dwelling units 
are lifted into place by a crane, preferably mounted on 
the top of the respective column. With the mating re 
ceivers, the dwelling units can be quickly positioned on 
the supporting walls and also removed therefrom. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Field of the invention 

This invention relates to a dwelling structure with sep 
arate detachable dwelling units and more particularly to 
a dwelling structure that has a vertical column with 
laterally extending vertical walls onto which portable 
dwelling units are secured in cantilever fashion. 

Description of the prior art 

Hammond patent #2,499,498 discloses a mobile hous 
ing unit that is of conventional construction in that it 
includes four walls encompassing the outer periphery of 
the housing structure. The side walls have a plurality of 
slidable panels or doors for indivdual cells that are ar 
ranged to receive separate dwelling units. The dwelling 
units are supported at their opposite ends in structural 
panel members and the slidable panels of the housing 
structure are positioned in receivers thereabove when a 
portable dwelling unit is positioned in the cell associated 
with the slidable panel. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In the present invention, the dwelling structure includes 
one or more vertical columns that house the plumbing, 
electric, heating facilities, stairs and elevators. Extending 
laterally from the vertical columns are a plurality of ver 
tical supporting walls. The walls have vertically spaced 
parallel receivers extending laterally therefrom on opposite 
sides of the vertical walls. Portable dwelling units have 
vertically spaced parallel receivers extending along one 
side adjacent the bottom and top of the unit. The units 
are supported on the walls at preselected elevations by po 
sitioning the receivers on the portable unit in the mating 
receivers on the supporting wall. The plumbing, heating 
and electrical facilities form the central column and are 
connected to the end of the portable dwelling unit abutting 
the vertical column. The structure thus includes only a 
vertical column with a plurality of laterally extending 
vertical walls. Secured to and supported by the walls in 
cantilever fashion are a plurality of portable dwelling 
units that may be positioned on or removed therefrom 
when desired. 
With this arrangement, the construction of the support 

ing structure is inexpensive when the number of dwelling 
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units associated therewith is taken into consideration. The 
arrangement is versatile in that the portable dwelling units 
may be quickly and easily positioned at a desired ele 
vation on the vertical walls and also quickly removed 
therefrom when desired. Another embodiment of this in 
vention includes platforms extending laterally from the 
vertical walls on which the housing units are positioned. 

Accordingly, the primary object of this invention is to 
provide a dwelling structure having a plurality of vertical 
walls onto which housing units are detachably connected 
in overlying relation to each other. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a dwelling 

structure that includes a main tower with a plurality of 
vertical walls extending laterally therefrom with portable 
dwelling unit supporting members secured thereto in hor 
izontally spaced parallel relation onto which separate 
housing units are secured and supported in cantilever 
fashion. 

These and other objects and advantages of this inven 
tion will be more completely disclosed and described in 
the following speci?cation, the accompanying drawings 
and the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of my portable dwelling 
structure illustrating the portable dwelling unit secured 
to the laterally extending walls. 

FIG. 2 is a plan view in section illustrating the portable 
dwelling units secured to the laterally extending walls 
and the vertical central column. 
FIG. 3 is a view in vertical section through one of the 

vertical walls illustrating the manner in which the port 
able dwelling units are supported thereon in cantilever 
fashion. 

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 3 illustrating another 
embodiment of supporting members extending laterally 
from the vertical wall for the portable dwelling units. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

A portable dwelling structure generally designated by 
the numeral 10 includes a central tower :12 that has a 
generally rectangular con?guration with side walls 14, 16, 
18 and 20. The tower 12 has a central vertical shaft or 
opening 22 in which elevators 24 and stairs 26 are posi 
tioned to provide ingress and egress through openings 28 
at various elevations. 

Plumbing, electrical and heating facilities are also posi~ 
tioned within the shaft 22 and have suitable connections 
(not shown) for each of the portable dwelling units, as 
later explained. Each of the side walls 14, 16, 18 and 20 
has a laterally extending vertical wall 30, 32, 34 and 36. 
The vertical walls are suitably secured to the side walls 
of the tower 12 and provide support means for portable 
dwelling units secured to opposite sides thereof. FIG. 1 
illustrates the side walls 34 and 36 with the portable dwell 
ing units secured thereto at various elevations. A roof 38 
is secured to the top of the tower :12 and extends out 
wardly to the outer edge of the vertical walls 30, 32, 34 
and 36. The roof 38 is arranged to house various other 
facilities necessary for a multiple dwelling unit structure 
such as the hoist components for the elevators and the 
like. There are also provided a plurality of crane-like 
members 40 secured to the roof 38, one of which is illus 
trated in FIG. 1, to hoist the portable dwelling units into 
position on the respective vertical walls. The crane-like 
members 40 are arranged to move outwardly on suitable 
supports, as illustrated in FIG. 1, and engage a portable 
dwelling unit, lift the portable dwelling unit the desired 
elevation, then move inwardly until the portable dwelling 
unit is in abutting relation with the wall and suitably 
supported on the receiver devices. 
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The portable dwelling units generally designated by the 

numeral 42 have side walls 44 and 46 and end walls 
48 and 50. The end wall 48 has an opening or door 52 
therein that mates with the opening 28 in the tower walls 
to permit ingress and egress from the portable dwelling 
unit 42 to the internal portion of the tower 12. The side 
walls 46 and end wall 50 may have suitable windows 54 
and a transverse support beam 56 maintains the rectan 
gular con?guration of the dwelling unit 42 when supported 
as illustrated in FIG. 3. 
The vertical wall 34, as illustrated in FIG. 3, has a 

plurality of supporting members 58 and 60 extending 
from the side 62 and other supporting members 64 and 66 
extending from the opposite side 68. The horizontal sup 
porting members are preferably arranged at the same 
elevation on opposite sides of the vertical wall 34 and 
each has an elongated upturned edge portion 70 that forms 
with the vertical wall 34 a channel shaped receiver 72. 
Thus, the support members 58, 60 and 64 and 66 provide 
pairs of spaced upturned channel receivers at various 
elevations along the vertical wall 34. Similar upturned 
channel support portions are provided on the other vertical 
walls 30, 32 and 36. 
The portable dwelling units 42 have a ?rst longitudinally 

extending securing member 74 adjacent the dwelling unit 
roof 76 and a second longitudinally extending securing 
member 78 adjacent the dwelling unit floor 80. Each of the 
securing members 72 and 78 extends laterally from the 
dwelling unit side wall 44 and have depending edge 
portions 82 that are positioned in the upturned channel 
receivers 72 formed by the horizontal supporting mem 
bers 58, 60 and 64, 66. 
The dwelling units 42 are supported from the vertical 

wall 34 in cantilever fashion by positioning the depending 
edge portions 82 of the securing members 74 and 78 
in the upturned channel portions 72. The portable dwell 
ing units 42 are thus supported in cantilever fashion from 
the vertical walls on opposite sides thereof and may be 
quickly positioned at various elevations on the respective 
vertical walls. As is illustrated in FIG. 1, the portable 
dwelling unit 42 is engaged by the crane-like member 40 
and is hoisted to the desired elevation and then the crane 
like member 440 is moved inwardly to position the securing 
members 74 and 78 above the channel shaped supporting 
members secured to the vertical wall. The crane-like mem 
ber ‘40 then lowers the dwelling unit 42 until the depending 
edge portions 82 are engaged in the upstanding channel 
receiver. When desired, suitable pins, bolts or the like (not 
shown) could further secure the side wall 44 to the surface 
768 as protection against high winds. 
Another embodiment of the support members for the 

portable dwelling units 42 is illustrated in FIG. 4. The 
vertical wall 34 has laterally extending platforms or 
parallel arms 84 and '86 on opposite sides thereof at 
various elevations. The portable dwelling units 42 are 
positioned on the laterally extending platforms 84 and 86 
with the dwelling unit side Wall 44 in abutting relation 
with the surface 68 of vertical wall 34 and the end wall 
48 in abutting relation with the wall 18 of tower 12. The 
dwelling units 42 may be positioned on the platforms 84 
and 86 by means of the crane-like structure 40 illustrated 
in FIG. 1. Similarly, the wall 44 could be secured to the 
surface 68 of wall 34 by ‘pins or other simple locking 
devices to ?xedly position the dwelling unit on the plat 
forms or parallel arms 84 and 86. 

It will be apparent from the previous description that 
it is now possible with the dwelling structure 10 previously 
described to quickly and easily secure portable dwelling 
units to laterally extending vertical__walls of a tower 12. 
It will also be appreciated with this arrangement that 
portable dwelling units may be positioned on opposite 
sides of the same laterally extending vertical wall to 
provide multiple dwelling units in a minimum area. It 
should be understood, however, that the invention is not 
limited to the rectangular con?guration of the tower 12 
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nor to four vertical walls associated with each vertical 
tower or column. It is within the scope of this invention 
to provide two or more spaced vertical walls along one 
wall of the main column or tower to increase the number 
of dwelling units associated with each tower. 

It should be understood although the tower 12 has 
‘been described as having vertical walls 30, 32, 34 and 36 
extending laterally therefrom, the invention could be 
practiced with equal facility by securing the dwelling units 
142 to the side walls 14, 16, 18 and 20‘ of the tower 12 by 
the same supporting devices previously described. 

According to the provisions of the patent statutes, the 
principle, preferred construction and mode of operation 
of this invention has been explained, and what is con 
sidered to represent its best embodiments has been illus 
trated and described. However, it should be understood 
that, within the scope of the appended claims, the inven 
tion may be practiced otherwise than as speci?cally il 
lustrated and described. 

I claim: 
1. In a dwelling structure the combination comprising, 
a tower having a central opening to permit ingress and 

egress to various elevations through openings in said 
tower side walls, 

said tower having a plurality of laterally extending 
unitary vertical walls, 

horizontal receiver means secured to said unitary ver 
tical walls at preselected elevations, 

portable dwelling structures removably supported on 
said receiver means extending from said unitary ver 
tical walls and in overlying relation to each other, 

said portable dwelling structures having an opening 
therein connected to a mating opening in said tower 
side walls, and 

said tower and said plurality of portable dwelling struc 
tures supported from said unitary vertical walls 
forming a multi-story, multi-unit dwelling structure 
with said dwelling structures being separately re 
movable from said tower unitary vertical Walls. 

2. A dwelling structure as set forth in claim 1 in which, 
said horizontal receiver means include horizontal plat 
forms extending laterally from said vertical walls at 
preselected locations, 

said portable dwelling units positioned on said re 
spective horizontal platforms with one side in abut 
ting relation with said wall and an adjacent side in 
abutting relation with said tower. 

3. A dwelling structure as set forth in claim 1 in which, 
said horizontal receiver means comprise elongated 

supporting members having upturned longitudinal 
edge portions forming an upstanding channel re 
ceiver with the surface of said vertical wall, 

a pair of said supporting members on the same side 
of said vertical wall arranged to support each port 
able dwelling structure, 

said portable dwelling structures each having a longi 
tudinally extending securing member adjacent the 
roof and the ?oor, 

said securing members extending laterally from the 
side of said dwelling structure and having a depend 
ing longitudinal edge portion, 

said depending longitudinal edge portions of both of 
said securing members positioned in mating up— 
standing channel portions of said receivers to sup 
port said portable dwelling structure from said ver 
tical wall. 

4. A dwelling structure as set forth in claim 3 in which, 
said horizontal receiver means are positioned on op 

posite sides of said vertical wall at the same eleva 
tion. 

5. A dwelling structure as set forth in claim 1 in which, 
said portable dwelling units are generally rectangular 

in shape and have side walls longer than the end 
walls, 
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one of said end walls having an opening arranged to 

be positioned in overlying relation with an opening 
in said tower, 

said portable dwelling unit side wall positioned in abut 
ting relation with-said laterally extending vertical 
wall and supported by said horizontal receiver means 
secured to said laterally extending vertical wall. 

6. A dwelling structure as set forth in claim 1 in which, 
said tower is generally rectangular in cross section and 

has four vertical side walls, 
a vertical wall extends laterally from the center of 

each of said side walls and forms a supporting struc 
ture for portable dwelling units removably secured 
to opposite sides of each of said vertical walls. 

7. A dwelling structure as set forth in claim 6 in which, 
said portable dwelling units each includes a pair of 

spaced parallel securing members extending laterally 
from one of the side walls, and 

said tower laterally extending vertical walls each hav 
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6 
ing upturned channel type receivers for said secur 
ing members. 
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