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ABSTRACT: Disclosed is a mechanism for elevating or lower 
ing a bed within a casket comprising a vertical rod on which a 
bracket, having rigid attachment to the bed frame, is accom 
modated with a clamp member pivotally mounted on the 
bracket and spring biased into clamping relation with the rod, 
a tab on the clamp member permitting manual release of the 
spring bias for adjusting the position of the bracket on the ver 
tical rod. 
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POSITIONAL ADJUSTMENT DEVICE FOR CASKET BEDS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The bed accommodating a body within a casket must be ad 
justable as to height and, preferably, also as to attitude par 
ticularly since the open-casket display of the body requires a 
vertical positioning differing from that required at closing of 
the casket. Adjustable mountings for casket beds are, of 
course, not unknown in the prior art, however, these are 
generally characterized by a screw type adjustment necessitat 
ing relatively lengthy and distracting hand cranking by the fu 
neral director or attendant at the time of ?nal closing of the 
casket in the funeral ceremony. 1 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The adjusting mechanism of the present invention utilizes a 
manually releasable clamp attachment of the casket bed to a 
vertical rod mounted within the casket, the clamp attachment 
having a ?nger-release tab by means of which the clamp may 
be released to rapidly and conveniently lower the casket bed 
within the casket without requiring cranking of the bed into 
position. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary, perspective view of the apparatus of 
the present invention mounted on a casket bed. 

FIG. 2 is a side view of the adjusting mechanism of the 
present invention. 

FIG. 3 is an end view ofthe structure shown in FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary end view, similar to FIG. 3, but 

showing a modi?ed form of the bed attaching bracket. 
FIG. 5 is a front view of a casket showing the structure of 

the present invention installed on a casket bed which is ar 
ranged to be tilted within the casket. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Referring initially to FIG. 1, the bed frame 10 may be seen 
to be composed of a transverse head member 11 and longitu 
dinal side frame members 12 spring construction 13 extends 
between the frame members in conventional fashion. The ad 
justing mechanism of the present invention is indicated 
generally at 14. 

Referring to-FIGS. 2 and 3, the mechanism includes a rod 
16 vertically mounted within a casket adjacent any. of the 
frame members (but in FIG. 1 illustrated to be mounted ad 
jacent the head frame member l1).v The rod is mounted by 
means of a foot bracket 17 attached to the adjacent casket 
surface 18 (FIG. 3). The upper end of the rod is secured by 
means of a top bracket 19, one leg of which receives the rod 
16 and the other leg is adapted to be secured to the adjacent 
side surface 21 (FIG. 3) of the casket. A generally channel 
shaped bracket 22 is provided with apertures 23 in its leg por 
tions 24, and the apertures freely accommodate the rod 16. 
The web portion 22 of the bracket is rigidly secured by means 
of fasteners 26 to the bed frame member 11. ' 
A release lever 31 is provided at one end with a tab 32 

which extends through an aperture in the lower ?ange 24 of 
the bracket 22 and provides a pivotal mounting for the release 
lever on the bracket. The lever is provided with an aperture 33 
through which the rod 16 freely extends when the lever is in 
generally horizontal position. The lever is resiliently urged 
into tilted position, as shown in FIG. 2, by means of the coiled 
tension spring 34 which extends between the lever 31 and the 
upper ?ange 24 of the bracket. The spring biases the lever to 
its position of FIG. 2 thus binding the lever against the rod at 
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the aperture 33 and serving to hold the bracket 22 ?xed on the 
rod. The free end of the lever 31 is formed outwardly to pro 
vide a thumb engageable tab 36 so that by depressing the tab, 
against the force exerted by spring 34, the lever may be moved 
to a generally horizontal position thereby releasing the 
bracket on the rod. In operation, thus, the casket bed may be 
placed at the. desired position b movin the lever 31 to a 
generally horizontal position an then re easing the lever to 
hold the bed in the adjusted position. Lowering of the bed on 
the rod 16 may be easily accomplished by depressing the tab 
36, letting the weight of the bed move the bracket down the 
rod to the proper position at which point the tab 36 may be 
released. The downward adjustment or positioning of the bed, 
normally required at the closing of the casket top or cap may 
thus be accomplished without the prolonged cranking which is 
characteristic of prior art devices utilizing a screw thread ad 
justment. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, a modi?ed form of bracket 22 is 
shown, this type of bracket permitting a longitudinal adjust 
ment of the bed. In this structure the bracket 22 of FIG. 4 is 
identical to the bracket previously described except that it has 
attached to it by means of fasteners 41 a generally L-shapcd 
bracket 42. The bracket 42 is provided with an elongated slot 
43 in its horizontally extending leg 42a. The horizontally ex 
tending leg 42ais adapted to have resting thereon the frame 
member of a casket bed and a bolt or other fastener (not 
shown) may extend from the bed into the slot 43, the slot per 
mitting horizontal positional adjustment of the bed frame on 
the bracket leg 42a. After the frame has been secured to the 
bracket leg 42a at the desired position, raising and lowering 
the bed by means of the adjusting structure previously 
described may be carried out. 
As may be seen in FIG. 5, the mechanism 14 of the present 

invention may be utilized with a casket bed mounted within 
the casket so that its longitudinal frame members 12 are 
pivoted within the casket at a pivot axis such as indicated at 
51. With this arrangement it will be understood that move 
ment of the head end of the bed by means of the adjusting 
mechanism of the present invention alters the attitude of the 
bed within the casket. 
The adjusting mechanism of the present invention, while 

shown herein as located at the head end of the casket bed, 
may also be installed at desired positions along the side frame 
members of the casket bed and at the foot frame member of 
the bed. The adjusting mechanism is relatively simple and 
easily operated and provides a relatively strong and rugged in 
stallation. 

Iclaim: , 

1. A position-adjusting mechanism for a casket bed or the 
like comprising a rod adapted to be vertically mounted within 
a casket adjacent a bed frame, a bracket having a web portion 
in a plane parallel to the axis of said rod and having flanges 
apertured, freely accommodating said rod, said bracket being 
adapted to be rigidly connected to the bed frame, a release 
lever pivotally supported on one of said bracket ?anges and 
having an aperture through which said rod freely extends, 
resilient means acting between the other of said bracket 
?anges and said lever for binding said lever against the rod at 
said lever aperture, and a tab‘ extending from said lever 
adapted to be manually actuated to move said lever against 
the force exerted by said resilient means to release said 
bracket on the rod. 

2. A position adjusting mechanism as claimed in claim 1 in 
which said bracket is channel-shaped in cross section with said 
rod-accommodating apertures in the leg portions and said web 
portion being adapted for rigid connection to the bed frame. 


