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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A skirting, for the space between the lower edge of a 
mobile home and the ground, has a number of panels 
which are held by attaching clips that are secured to 
panel supports which extend between that lower edge 
and the ground. The panels are made of relatively thin 
material, so they can be light in weight and so they can 
be bowed to facilitate the ready insertion of the upper 
and lower edges thereof into notches defined by the 
attaching clips; but the upper and lower edges of those 
panels have anchoring portions which will engage shoul 
ders in those notches to prevent accidental separation of 
those panels from those attaching clips. The attaching 
clips can be set at different levels relative to the panel 
supports; and hence those attachin-g clips can define 
constant-level lines even though the panel supports must 
differ in length to accommodate different distances be 
tween the lower edge of a mobile home and the ground. 
The attaching clips can be set to permit the lower edges 
of the panels to overlap, but to be spaced short distances 
outwardly of, the upper edges of the next-lower panels, 
thereby minimizing drafts in the space .between the bot 
tom of the mobile home and the ground while permitting 
the skirting to “breathe” Notches and slots are formed 
in some of -the panels to permit those panels to be bent 
to define the corners of the skirting; and those panels 
minimize drafts at the corners of the skirting, and also 
provide an attractive appearance for those corners. The 
panel supports include posts which have elongated re 
cesses that accommodate rods and helical compression 
springs; and those helical compression springs urge the 
lower ends of those rods into engagement with the 
ground and urge the upper ends of those posts into hold 
ing engagement with the lower edge of the mobile home. 
The upper ends of the rods extend several inches up into 
the lower ends of the helical compression springs; and 
hence the posts can closely confine the rods even where 
the lower ends of the helical compression springs are 
close to the lower ends of the posts. 

This invention relates to improvement in skirting for 
mobile homes. More particularly, this invention relates 
to improvements in panel supports and panels for the 
skirting for mobile homes. 

»It is, therefore, an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved panel and an improved panel ̀ sup 
port for the skirting for mobile homes. 

In many climates it is desirable to enclose the space 
between the bottom of a mobile home and the ground; 
and a number of skirtings have been developed for the 
purpose of filling that space. It would be desirable to pro 
vide a skirting which was light in weight and which could 
be installed readily, bu-t which would not come apart 
even when subjected to high winds. The present inven 
tion provides such a skirting; and it does so by providing 
a skirting which has attaching clips that are secured to 
panel supports and that secure panels to those panel 
supports. The panels are made of relatively thin material, 
so they can be light in weight and so they can be bowed 
to facilitate the ready insertion of the upper and lower 
edges thereof into notches defined by the attaching clips; 
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but the upper and lower edges of those panels have an 
choring portions which will engage shoulders in those 
notches to prevent accidental separation of those panels 
from those attaching clips. As a result, the skirting pro 
vided by the present invention can be light in weight and 
can be installed readily but will not come apart even when 
subjected to high winds. It is, therefore, an object of the 
present invention to provide a skirting for mobile homes 
which has panels that are made of relatively thin mate 
rial, and that have anchoring por-tions on the -upper and 
lower edges thereof which will engage shoulders in 
notches defined by attaching clips. 
The attaching clips, of the skirting provided by the 

present invention, can be set at different levels relative 
to the panel supports; and hence those attaching clips 
can define constant-level lines even though the panel 
supports must differ in length to accommodate diiïerent 
distances between the lower edge of a mobile home and 
the ground. Those constant-level lines are desirable, be 
cause they enable the panels to be horizontal. It is, there 
fore, an object of the present invention to provide at 
taching clips which can be set at different levels relative 
to the panel supports. 
The attaching clips can be set to permit the lower 

edges of the panels to overlap, but to be spaced short 
distances outwardly of, the upper edges of the next-lower 
panels. The overlapping of the upper edges of panels by 
the lower edges of the next-higher panels is desirable, 
because it minimizes drafts in the space between the 
bottom of the mobile home and the ground. The spacing 
of the lower edges of the panels short distances out 
wardly of the upper edges of the next-lower panels is 
desirable, because it permits the skirting to breathe. It is, 
therefore, an object of the present invention to provide 
attaching clips which permit the lower edges of panels to 
overlap, but to be spaced short distances outwardly of, 
the upper edges of the next-lower panels. 

Notches and slots are formed in some of Ithe panels, of 
the skirting provided by the present invention; and those 
notches and slots permit those panels to be bent to de 
ñne the comers of the skirting. Those panels minimize 
drafts at the corners of the skirting, and also provide an 
attractive appearance for those corners. It is, therefore, an 
»object of the present invention to provide panels which 
have notches and slots therein to enable those panels to 
be bent to define the corners of a skirting for the space 
between the lower edge of a mobile home and the 
ground. 
The panel supports include posts which have elon 

gated recesses that accommodate rods and helical com 
pression springs; and those helical compression springs 
urge the lower ends of those rods into engagement with 
the ground and urge the upper ends of those posts into 
holding engagement with the lower edge of the mobile 
home. The upper ends of the rods extend several inches 
up into the lower ends of the helical compression springs; 
and hence the posts can closely confine those -rods even 
where the lower ends of the helical compression springs 
are close to the lower ends of the posts. It is, therefore, an 
object of the present invention to provide panel supports 
which include recessed posts, helical compression springs 
within the recesses in those posts, and rods which have the 
upper ends thereof extending several inches up into the 
lower ends of those helical compression springs. 

lOther and further objects and advantages of the pres 
ent invention should become apparent from an examina 
tion of the drawing and accompanying description. 

In the drawing and accompanying description a pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention is shown and 
described but it is to be understood that the drawing and 
accompanying description are for the purpose of illustra 
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tion only and do not limit the invention and that the in- ~ 
vention will be defined by the appended claims. 

In the drawing, FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of part 
of a mobile home and part of the skirting for the space 
between the lower edge of that mobile home and the 
ground,  

FIG. 2 is an end elevational view of part of the mobile 
home and part of the skirting shown in FIG. 1, 

FIG. 3 is a front elevational View, on a larger scale, 
of one of the panel supports of the skirting shown in 
FIGS. l and 2, and it shows part of the lower edge of the 
mobile home in section, 

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view, on the scale of FIG. 
3, of the panel support shown in FIG. 3 after panels have 
been assembled with that panel support, and it is taken 
along the broken plane indicated by the broken line 4_4 
in FIG. 3, 

FIG. 5 is a rear elevational View, on the scale of FIG. 
3, of the panel support shown in FIG. 3 after panels 
have been assembled with that panel support, and it is 
taken along the broken plane indicated by the broken 
line 5_5 in FIG. 4, 
FIG. 6 is a broken sectional view, on a still larger 

scale, through the panel support shown >in FIG. 3, before 
panels have been assembled with that panel support, and 
it is taken along the plane indicated by the line 6_6 in 
FIG. 3, 
FIG. 7 is a sectional View, on the scale of FIG. 6, 

after panels have been assembled with the panel support 
of FIG. 3, and it is taken along a plane indicated by an 
upward extension of the line 6_6 in FIG. 3, 

FIG. 8 is a sectional view, on the scale of FIG. 6, 
through the panel support of FIG. 3, and it is taken along 
the plane indicated by the line 8_8 in FIG. 6. 
FIG. 9 is another sectional view, on the scale of FIG. 

6, through the panel support of FIG. 3‘, and it is taken 
along the plane indicated by the line 9_9 in FIG. 6, 

FIG. 10 is a broken, front elevational view, on the scale 
of FIG. 6, of one of the attaching clips secured to the 
panel support in FIG. 3, and 

FIG. 11 is a front elevational view, on a scale larger 
than that of FIGS. 1 and 2 but smaller than that of FIG. 
3, of part of one of the panels shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the numeral 20 de 
notes the lower edge of a mobile home; and that lower 
edge ís usually defined by a yielda‘ble material such as 
wood, hardboard, 0r the like. The numeral 22 generally 
denotes a post; and the cross~sectional configuration of 
that post is shown particularly by FIGS. 8 and 9. That 
post is preferably made as an extrusion; and it has a 
wall 24 with a rearwardly-extending flange 26`and a for 
wardly-extending flange 28. As shown particularly by 
FIGS. 8 an‘d 9, the flanges 26 and 28 are located at the 
opposite edges of the wall 24, and they are disposed at 
right angles to the plane of that wall. A lip 30 extends 
along the front edge of the flange 28; and that lip is paral 
lel to, and is co-extensive with, part of the wall 24, and 
it coacts with that part of that wall and with the flange 
28 to define an elongated recess. The numeral 32 denotes 
a second wall which lies in the plane of the wall 24 but 
which is spaced away from that wall. A flange 34 extends 
rearwardly from one edge of the wall 32, and a flange 36 
extends forwardly from the opposite edge of that wall; 
and those ñangesare disposed at right angles to the plane 
of that wall. A lip 38 is formed on the front edgeI of the 
flange 36; and that lip extends toward, and lies in the plane 
of, the lip 30, and it coacts with the Wall 32 and the flange 
36 to define an elongated recess. 
The iiange 26 and the flange 34 are in register with each 

other but they are spaced apart; and those flanges are 
held in vspaced relationship by the wall of a sleeve 40 
which has an elongated slot 42 therein. That slot is op 
posite that portion of the wall of that sleeve which holds 
the flanges 26 and 34 in spaced relation. The post 22 can 
be made of any suitable length, but it will usually have a 

10 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

60 

75 

length in the range of twelve to forty-four inches. Where 
that post is made _as an extrusion, it .can be cut to length 
by a suitable cut-off tool adjacent the extrusion die; or 
it can subsequently be cut to length by a suitable punch 
ing or sawing operation. As the post 22 is cut to length, 
the `bottom thereof will be cut to define a plane which is 
at right angles to the plane defined by the Walls._24 and 
32, but the upper end of that post will ‘be cut to define two 
prongs 44; and those prongs are shown particularly by 
FIG. 3. Those prongs are sharp enough and sturdy enough 
to readily penetrate the material> which defines'the ylower 
edge 20 of the mobile home. Abutments 46 are formed on 
the post 22 adjacent the lower ends of the prongs 44, and 
those abutments extend inwardly beyond the confronting 
edges of the lips 30 and 38 on that post. Those abutments 
are shown by FIGS. 3 and 7; and they constitute a re 
striction at the upper end of the space defined by-the lips 
30 and 38. ' . 

The post 22 preferably is made from a material which 
isreadily extruded, which is resistant to corrosion, and 
which is relatively inexpensive. One material which has 
been found to be very suitable for the post 22 is aluminum. 
The numeral 50 generally denotes anl attaching clip; 

and the details of that attaching clip are shown particu 
larly by FIGS. 7 and l0. That attaching clip has an ear 
52 which inclines forwardly and upwardly from the up 
per edge thereof, and that ear has a reentrant bend therein 
which defines a notch 54. A shoulder 53 is provided within 
the notch 54 defined by the ear 52, as shown particularly 
‘by FIGS. 6 and 7. The attaching clip 50 has an ear 56 
thereon which inclines forwardly and downwardly from 
the lower edge thereof; and that ear has a reentrant bend 
therein which defines a notch 58. A shoulder 57 is pro 
vided within the notch 58 defined by the ear 56, as shown 
particularly by FIGS. 6 and 7. As shown particularly by 
FIGS. 4, 6 and 7, the ear 52 is shorter than the ear 56; 
and the notch 54 in the ear 52 opens downwardly whereas 
the notch 58 in the ear 56 opens upwardly. The attaching 
clip 50 has an ear 60 extending forwardly from the mid 
portion thereof; and that ear is L-shaped in side view to 
define a notch 62. That notch opens upwardly and con 
fronts the notch 54 defined by the ear 52. 
The attaching clip 50 is made wider than the shortest 

distance between the inner face of the flange 28 and the 
confronting face of the lip 38, but is made narrower than 
the shortest distance between the confronting faces of the 
ñanges 28 and 36. The ears S2 and 56 are made narrower 
than the shortest distance between the confronting faces 
of the lips 30 and 38; and hence ̀ the attaching clip 50 
can have the edges thereof telescoped into the elongated 
recesses defined by wall 24, flange 28 and lip 30 and by 
wall 32, flange 36 and lip 38. As shown particularly by 
FIGS. 6-9, the ears 52 and 56 extend forwardly beyond 
the-outer faces of the lips 30 and 38. l t 

Opening 64 and 66 are formed in the attaching clip 50; 
and the opening 64 is located between the ears 52 and 
60, while the opening 66 is located between the ears 56 
and 60. Theopenings 64 and 66 are located so they will 
be in register with the elongated space defined by the con 
fronting faces of the flanges 26 and 34 whenever the at 
taching clip 50 is assembled with the post 22. 
The numeral 70 denotes an attaching clip which is 

shorter than the attaching clip 50; and the attaching clip 
70 is shown by FIGS. 3 and 6. The attaching clip 70 
has an ear 52 which is identical to the ear 52 onthe at 
taching clip 50; and the ear 52 on the attaching clip 70 
has a reentrant bend which defines a notch 52. A shoulder 
53 is provided within the notch54 defined by the ear 52,V 
as shown particularly by FIG. 6. The >attaching clip 70 
also has an ear 60 which extends forwardly from that clip. p 
to define a notch 62; and the notch 62 opens upwardly 
to confront the notch 54. The attaching clip 70 has an. 
opening 64 therein; and that opening is located between 
the ears 52 and 60. The opening 6.4 is located so it ̀ will be 
disposed in register with the elongated space defined by 
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the confronting faces of the flanges 26 and 34 whenever 
the attaching clip 70 is assembled with the post 22. The 
attaching clip 70 can be made by cutting away the lower 
portion of an attaching clip 50. 
The numeral 74 denotes a self-tapping screw; and that 

screw is dimensioned so the shank thereof can readily 
extend through either of the openings 64 and 66 but the 
head thereof cannot extend through that opening. The 
thread on the shank of the self-tapping screw 74 can 
“bite” into the confronting faces of the ñanges 26 and 34 
of the post 22, and thus can secure that self-tapping screw 
to that extrusion. Where the shank of the self-tapping 
screw 74 is passed through the opening 64 or the opening 
66 of an attaching clip 50 before the thread on that shank 
is caused to bite into the confronting surfaces of the 
tlanges 26 and 34 of the post 22, that self-tapping screw 
can fixedly secure that attaching clip to that post. Similar 
ly, where the shank of the self-tapping screw 74 is passed 
through the opening 64 of an attaching clip 70 before 
the thread on that shank is caused to bite into the con 
fronting surfaces of the ñanges 26 and 34 of the post 22, 
that self-tapping screw can fixedly secure that attaching 
clip to that post. Because the space defined by the con 
fronting faces of the ñanges 26 and 34 of the post 22 is 
as long as that post, the self-tapping screw 74 can be 
locked in position at any desired point along the length of 
that post. Consequently, self-tapping screws 74 can be 
used to secure the attaching clips 50 and 70 at any de 
sired points along the length of the post 22. 
The numeral 78 denotes a nut which is dimensioned to 

fit within the sleeve 40; and that nut will be telescoped into 
that sleeve through one of the ends of that sleeve. A wing 
bolt 80 has the shank thereof extending through the elon 
gated slot 42 of the sleeve 40 and into the threaded open 
ing in the nut 78. Tightening of that wing bolt will move 
the end of the shank of that wing bolt into engagement 
with the portion of the sleeve 40 that spaces the flanges 
26 and 34 apart, and also will force the edges of the nut 
78 into engagement with the interior of that sleeve. Con 
sequently, tightening of that wing bolt will ñxedly lock 
that wing bolt and the nut 78 in position within the sleeve 
40. However, loosening of that wing bolt will permit that 
wing bolt and the nut 78 to be shifted to any desired posi 
tion along the length of that sleeve. 
The numeral v82 denotes an elongated rod which has 

stops 90 punched outwardly from the opposite sides there 
of adjacent the lower end thereof; and that rod also has 
stops 92 punched outwardly from the opposite sides there 
of about four and one-half inches below the upper end 
thereof. The rod 82 has a diameter which is smaller than 
the inner diameter of the sleeve 40 but which is larger 
than the width of the elongated slot 42 in that sleeve. 
The stops 92 are dimensioned to extend toward, but to stop 
short of, the inner surface of the sleeve 40; and hence 
those stops permit the rod 82 to be telescoped within that 
sleeve, as shown particularly by FIG. 6. A foot 86 has a 
opening 87 therein, which telescopes upwardly over the 
lower end of the rod 82; and that opening permits the 
upper surface of that foot to be moved upwardly into 
engagement with the stops 90. The foot 86 will preferably 
be made from sheet metal, and it will preferably be made 
with downwardly-‘bent corners 88. After the opening 87 
in the foot 86 has been telescoped upwardly over the 
lower end of the rod 82, that lower end will be planished, 
as indicated by the numeral 84, to make the transverse 
dimension of that lower end longer than the diameter of 
the opening 87 in the foot 86. As a result, the planishing 
of the lower end of the rod 82 will hold the foot 86 in 
assembled relation with that rod. 
The numeral 94 denotes an elongated helical compres 

sion spring which is dimensioned to telescope into the 
sleeve 40; and that spring has an inner diameter which 
is dimensioned to acommodate the upper end of the rod 
82. The upper end of the spring 94 bears against the nut 
78, and the lower end of that spring bears against the 
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stops 92; and that spring will bias the rod 82 for move 
ment downwardly relative to the sleeve 40. However, that 
spring can be compressed to permit the rod 82 to be 
moved upwardly relative to the sleeve 40. The amount 
of force which the helical compression spring 94 will 
apply to the rod 82 will be a function of the position 
of the nut 78 relative to the sleeve 40 and a function of 
the extent to which the rod 82 is telescoped within that 
sleeve. The stops 92 permit the upper end of the rod 82 
to telescope about four and one-half inches into the helical 
compression spring 94; and hence as much as four and 
one-half inches of the rod 82 will -be co-extensive with the 
helical compression spring 94 and the sleeve 40, even 
where the lower end of the spring 94 is adjacent the 
lower end of the sleeve 40. This is important; because it 
means that the sleeve 40 of post 22 will provide full and 
adequate support for the rod 82, even if that rod projects 
below the lower end of the post 22 so far that the lower 
end of the helical compression 94 is adjacent the lower 
end of the sleeve 40. 
The post 22, several attaching clips 50, an attaching clip 

70, several self-tapping screws 74, the nut 78, the wing 
bolt 80, the rod 82, the foot 86, and the helical corn 
pression spring 94 constitute an extendable and retractable 
panel support. The prongs 44 at the upper end of that 
panel support will be forced to penetrate the material 
which forms the lower edge 20V of the mobile home; and 
the downwardly-bent corners 88 of the foot 66 will tend 
to penetrate the ground, as shown by FIG. 6. The penetra 
tion of the ground by those corners will coact with the 
penetration of the material which defines the lower edge 
20 of the mobile home to hold the panel support ñxed 
relative to that lower edge of that mobile home. If the 
lower edge 20 of the mobile home moves up or down 
relative to the ground, due to frost-induced heaving or 
due to drouth-induced shrinkage, the helical compression 
spring 94 will hold the downwardly-bent corners 88 of the 
foot 86 solidly in engagement with the ground, while also 
holding the prongs 44 solidly in engagement with that 
lower edge. The overall result is that once the panel sup 
port provided by the present invention has been set in 
engagement with the lower edge 20 of a mobile home and 
the ground, that panel support will remain solidly in en 
gagement with that lower edge until it is desirable to 
remove that panel support. 

The numeral 98 generally denotes one of the panels 
which is used to form the skirting that bounds the space 
between the lower edge 20 of the mobile home and the 
ground. That panel will be long and narrow-usually 
being about ten feet long and about six and one-half 
inches wide. That panel has a flat central portion 100, 
and it has a shallow, arcuate groove 102 along the center 
line of that ñat central portion. An offset 104 inclines 
forwardly and upwardly from the upper edge of the flat 
central portion 100; and an offset 106 inclines forwardly 
and downwardly from the lower edge of that tlat central 
portion. A flat portion 108 extends upwardly from the 01T 
set 104, and that flat portion lies in a plane which is 
parallel to, but spaced forwardly of, the flat central por 
tion 100. A portion 110 inclines upwardly and rearwardly 
from the upper edge of the ñat portion 108; and a flat 
portion i112 extends upwardly from the upper edge of 
the inclined portion 110. The flat portion '112 lies in a 
plane which is parallel to, but spaced rearwardly of, the 
ñat central portion 100». An anchoring portion 114 inclines 
forwardly and upwardly from the upper edge of the flat 
portion 112; and that upper edge and that anchoring por 
tion extend upwardly into the notch 54 defined by the re 
entrant bend in the ear 52 on the attaching clip 50. The 
anchoring portion 114 extends above and overlies the 
shoulder 53 in the notch S4. The numeral 116 denotes a 
flat portion which extends downwardly from the offset 
106, and that portion lies in the plane of the flat portion 
108. A portion 1‘18 inclines downwardly and rearwardly 
from the lower edge of the ilat portion 116; and a flat 
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portion 120 extends downwardly from the lower edge of 
the inclined portion 118. The ñat portion 120 lies in the 
plane of the flat portion 112; and an anchoring projection 
122 inclines downwardly and forwardly from the lower 
edge of the flat portion 120. The lower edge of the fiat por 
tion 120 and the anchoring portion 122 extend down 
wardly into the notch -58 defined by the reentrant bend 
in the ear 56 on the attaching clip 50. The anchoring por 
tion '122 extends below and underlies the shoulder 57 
in the notch 58. 
The panel 98 is made of relatively thin gauge metal, 

and it has appreciable bends therein intermediate the por 
tion 108 and the portion |110 and intermediate the por 
tion 116 and the portion 118; and hence that panel can 
be readily bowed to facilitate the insertion of the upper 
and lower edges thereof into the notches 54 and 58, re 
spectively, defined by the ears 52 and 56. After the upper 
and lower edges of the panel 98 have been disposed within 
the notches 54 and 58, respectively, defined by the ears 52 
and 56, the force which was used to bow that panel will 
be released; and then the restorative forces within that 
panel will tend to hold those upper and lower edges within 
those notches. At such time, the anchoring portion 114 
will overlie and confront the shoulder 53 in the notch 54; 
and the anchoring portion 122 will underlie and confront 
the shoulder ‘S7 in the notch 56. 
The numeral 123 generally denotes a panel which is 

identical to the panel 98, except for the fact that the panel 
123 has a notch 124 in the upper edge thereof, has a 
notch i126 in the lower edge thereof, and has a narrow slot 
128y between and in register with the notches 124 and i126. 
The notch 124 extends through the anchoring portion 114, 
the flat portion 112 and the upwardly and rearwardly in 
clined portion 110 of the panel 123, the notch 126 ex 
tends through the anchoring portion 122, the fiat portion 
120 and the rearwardly and downwardly inclined portion 
1|18 of` that panel, and the slot 122 extends through the 
groove '102, the offsets 104 and 106, and the ñat central 
portion 100 of that panel. Those notches and that slot 
defines a bend line for the panel 123, and that bend 
line enables that panel to have a portion thereof bent at 
ninety degrees to the rest of that panel; and hence the 
notches 124 and 126 and the slot 128 facilitate the bend 
ing of the panel 123 to form a corner panel. The fiat por 
tions 108 and 116 of the panel 123 will hold the two bent 
portions of that panel in assembled relation, and will en 
able that panel to be strong despite the presence therein 
of the notches 1124 and 126 and of the slot 128. In one 
preferred embodiment of the present invention, the notches 
124 and 126 and the slot 128 are spaced four feet from 
one end of the panel 123 and are spaced six feet from the 
other end of that panel. Such spacing is very desirable; 
because it makes the four foot portion of the panel 123 
equal to one-half of the width of an eight foot wide 
mobile home, because it makes the six foot portion of 
that panel equal to one-half of the width of a twelve 
foot wide mobile home, and because it enables the four 
foot portion lof one panel 123 and the six foot portion of 
another panel 123 to equal the width of a ten foot wide 
mobile home. 
The numeral 130 denotes a panel which closely re 

sembles the upper half of the panel 98. Specifically, the 
panel 130 has an anchoring portion 114, a flat portion 
112, an upwardly and rearwardly inclined portion 1,10, 
a flat portion 108, and an offset 104. However, instead 
of having a fiat central portion identical to the fiat central 
portion 100 of the panel 98, the panel 130 has a flat 
portion 132 which extends downwardly from the lower 
edge of the offset 104. Also, instead of having the arcuate 
groove 102 of the panel 98, the panel 130 has an arcuate 
lower edge 134. The anchoring portion 114 of the panel 
130 is dimensioned to extend into the notch 54 defined 
by the reentrant bend of the ear 52 on an attaching 
clip 70; and that anchoring portion will overlie and con-V 
front the shoulder 53 in that notch. The arcuate lower 
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edge 134 of the panel 130 is 'dimensioned to extend into 
the notch 62 defined by the ear 60 on the attaching clipA 
70. The panel 130 is approximately three and one quarter 
inches wide, and thus can be used to fit into a gap which 
is too narrow to receive one of the panels 98. 
Where a panel 130 is to be used as a corner panel, a 

notch, similar to the notch 124, will be formed in the 
upper edge of that panel; and a slot, similar to the upper 
portion of the slot 128, will be formed in the lower edge 
of that panel. The portion 108 of 'a corner panel 130 
will hold the two bent portion of that panel at the desired 
angle, and will provide the desired strength for that corner 
panel. 

For convenience and economy of manufacture, the 
panels 130 can be made by severing panels 98l along the 
center lines of the latter panels. Specifically, a scoring 
line can be formed along the bottom of the shallow, 
arcuate groove 102 in a panel 98; and then that panel 
can be subdivided along that scoring line to form two 
panels 123. By severing a panel 98 to form two panels 
123, the cost of making and maintaining separate rolls 
for the latter panels is obviated. 

, The outer faces of the panels 98, 123 and 130 will pref 
erably be overlain by a protective coating. In one preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, the outer surfaces of 
those panels are overlain by a hard, weather-resistant 
enamel. Also, the surfaces of the attaching clips 50 and 
70 are preferably overlain by a protective coating; and, 
in the said preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion, those attaching clips are overlain by a hard, weather 
resistant enamel. 
The extendable panel supports and the panels provided 

by the present invention can 'be stored and shipped eco 
nomically. Specifically, each of the posts 22 can have a 
number of attaching clips ’50, or can have a number of 
attaching clips 50 plus an attaching clip 7 0, in the channel 
like space deñned by the walls 24 and 32, the ñanges 28 
and 36, and the lips 30 and 38; and hence those posts and 
those attaching clips will occupy a minimum of space. 
The abutments 46 at the upper end of the post 22 will 
automatically keep the uppermost attaching clip 50 from 
falling out of the channel-like space defined by the walls 
24 and 312, the ñanges 28 and 36, and the lips 30 and 38 
during assembly. After sufiicient attaching clips 50, or 
a number of attaching clips 50 plus an attaching clip 70, 
have been inserted in the channel-like space defined by 
the walls 24 and 32,'the fianges 28 and 36, and the lips 
30 and 38 to make those attaching clips essentially co 
extensive with the` length of the post 22, a self-tapping 
screw 74 can be passed through the opening 64 in the 
lowennost ,of the attaching clips to temporarily keep those 
attaching clips from accidentally ibecoming separated 
lfrom that post. The panels 98 can be nested, one within 
the other; and, similarly, the panels 130 can be nested one 
within the other. Also, the corner >panels 123, and any 
corner panels similar to the panel 130, can lbe nested 
within each other. The rest of the self-tapping screws 74 
can be enclosed within a suitable bag or box, as can the 
nuts 78 and the wing bolts :80. ’Ihe helical compression 
springs `94 can be disposed within the sleeves 40 of the 
posts 22; and the upper ends of those sleeves can be par 
tially closed, as shown particularly by FIG. 7, to keep 
those springs from sliding out of those upper ends. The 
rods 82 and the feet 86 can be packagedseparately. 
To erect a s-kirting around the space between the lower 

edge 20 of a mobile home and the ground, posts 22 of the 
desired length will be selected; and then attaching clips 
50, or attaching clips 50 plus attaching clips 70, will beA 
suitably spaced along the lengths of those posts. Those 
attaching clips will be fixed relative to ythose posts by caus 
ing the Shanks of the self-tapping screws 74 to pass 
through the openings 64 and 66 of the uppermost and 
lowermost attaching clips and to bite into the confront 
ing faces of the flanges 26 and 34. Because the ears 52 vof 
the attaching clips 50 ̀ incline outwardly and upwardly 
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from the upper edges of those clips, it is possible to have 
the upper ends of the notches 54 of the uppermost attach 
ing clips ‘50 extend to the level of the abutments 46, and 
lbe immediately adjacent the lower edge 20 of the mobile 
home. This is desirable; because it enables the skirting 
to substantially prevent drafts close to that lower edge. 
On the other hand, if desired, the uppermost clip 50 on 
each post 22 could be set in the position indicated by 
FIGS. 3-5 and 7, wherein the upper edge of the ear 52 
is spaced a short distance below the lower edge 20 of the 
mobile home. Also, the positions of the clips being ad 
justable, they can be set for accurate horizontal alignment 
even though the bottom of the trailer may have irregular 
ities such as caused by warped or uneven plywood holding 
insulation against the bottom of the trailer. 
As indicated by FIIGS. 4, 6 and 7, it is possible to dis 

pose the upper surfaces of the ears '52 on lower attaching 
clips I50 in engagement with the lower surfaces on the 
ears 56 on upper attaching clips 50; and, where that is 
done, the inner portion of the notch 58 will actually ex 
tend below the level of the inner portion of the notch 54, 
as shown particularly by FIG. 7. Such an arran-gement 
permits the lower edge of an upper panel 98 to overlie the 
uppermost edge of the next-lower panel. However, if de 
sired, the attaching clips 50 can be assembled with the 
posts 22 to provide spaces between adjacent ears 52 and 
56 of adjacent attaching clips. It will be noted that where 
the ears 52 and 56 abut each other, as shown by FIGS. 4, 
6 and 7, the notch y58 in the ear 56 will be spaced yfor 
wardly of the notch 54 in the ear '52. That spacing will 
hold the lower edge of each panel forwardly of the upper 
edge of the next lower panel-thereby enabling the skirt 
ing to breathe while keeping rain, sleet or snow from 
penetrating that skirting. 
Where the length of each post 22 is slightly greater 

than an even multiple of the length of an attaching clip 
50, a number of attaching clips 50 can be set in tandem 
relation, and an attaching clip 70 will not be needed. How 
ever, where the length of each post 22 materially exceeds 
a multiple of the length of the attaching clip 50, an attach 
ing clip 70 will be used as the lowermost attaching clip. 

yOnce the various attaching clips have been secured to 
the various posts 22 by the self-tapping screws 74, the 
nuts 718 and the wing ëbolts «80 will be set at desired dis 
tances from the lower ends of those posts; and the helical 
compression springs 94 will be telescoped into the sleeves 
40 of those posts, and the upper ends of the rods 82 will 
be telescoped into the lower ends of those springs. The 
closer those nuts and wing bolts are set to those lower 
ends, the greater will be the downwardly-directed bias 
which those helical compression springs apply to the rods 
v82; and, conversely, the further those nuts and wing bolts 
are spaced from those lower ends, the smaller will be 
the downwardly-directed bias which those springs apply 
to those rods. As the upper ends of the rods 82 are tele 
scoped within the lower ends of the helical compression 
springs 94, the ears 92 on those rods will force the lower 
ends of those springs upwardly within the sleeves 40, as 
shown particularly by FIG. 6. The resulting restorative 
forces within those springs will apply downwardly-directed 
forces to those rods. 

It should be noted that, while this design readily facil 
itates doing the foregoing assembly at the job site, the 
aforedescribed components alternatively may be factory 
assembled with only the panels to be installed at the job 
site. 

'Ihe prongs 44 at the upper ends of the posts 22 will 
then be forced into the material which deñnes the lower 
edge 20 of the mobile home, as shown particularly by 
FIGS. 3-5; and those prongs will ñx the positions of the 
upper ends of the panel supports relative to the lower edge 
of that mobile home. Usually, the panel supports will be 
spaced apart about forty inches, so that each ten foot 
panel will be supported by four attaching clips. With the 
downwardly-bent corners 88 of the feet 86 penerating the 
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ground and the rods y82 vertical, the rods 82 are extended 
to force the prongs 44 into the material which defines the 
lower edge 20 of the mobile home. 

After the panel supports have been installed, the cor 
ner panels 123, and any corner panels corresponding to 
the panel 130, should be installed. The uppermost comer 
panels should be installed first, and then each successively 
lower corner panel should be installed. With an eight 
foot wide mobile home, the corner panels will be set so 
the four-foot portions thereof extend toward and lap each 
other to close the ends of the space between the lower edge 
of that mobile home and the ground. With a ten-foot 
wide mobile home, the corner panels will be set so the 
four-foot portions of some corner panels will extend 
toward and lap the six-foot portions of other corner panels 
to close the ends of the space between the lower edge of 
that mobile home and the ground. With a twelve-foot 
wide mobile home, the corner panels will be set so the 
six-foot portions thereof extend toward and llap each 
.other to close the ends of the space between the lower 
edge of that mobile home and the ground. 

In installing the corner panels, those panels will be 
bowed to enable the anchoring portions 114 thereof to 
extend into the notches 54 defined by the reentrant bends 
of the ears 52 of the attaching clips, and to enable the 
anchoring portions 122 thereof to extend into the notches 
58 defined by the reentrant bends of the ears 56 of those 
attaching clips. 
Once al1 of the corner panels havey been secured to the 

posts 22, by having the anchoring portions thereof in 
serted in the notches of the attaching clips mounted on 
those posts, straight panels will then have the anchoring 
portions thereof disposed in the notches in the various 
attaching clips. The ends of the straight panels will lap 
the ends of the corner panels, and adjacent ends of straight 
panels will lap each other. This lapping is possible because 
each of the notches 54 is dimensioned to accommodate 
the lapped anchoring portions 114 of two panels; and 
each of the notches 58 is dimensioned to accommodate 
the lapped anchoring portions 122 of two panels. Simi 
larly, each of the notches 62 is dimensioned to accommo 
date the arcuate lower portions 134 of two panels 130 
or of two corner panels similar to the panel 130. 
The skirting constitutes an ornamental and attractive 

enclosure for the space between the lower edge of the 
mobile home and the ground; and it will conceal the 
jacks for, and the wheels of, that mobile home. That skirt 
will entrap a body of essentially quiet air immediately 
adjacent the bottom of the mobile home, and thus will 
minimize drafts through the space between that bottom 
and the ground. Consequently, the ñoor of that mobile 
home can be kept much warmer than could the floor of 
a mobile home which was not equipped with skirting. 
The anchoring portions 114 overlie and confront the 

shoulders 53 within the notches 54; and the anchoring 
portions 122 underlie and confront the shoulders 57 with 
in the notches 5S. In the event a strong wind is able to 
bow one or more of the panels, and is thereby able to 
make the upper and lower edges of said one or more 
panels tend to withdraw from the notches 54 and 58, 
respectively, the anchoring portions 114 and 122 at those 
edges will tend to engage the shoulders 53 and 57 respec 
tively, within those notches. Any engagement between an 
anchoring portion 114 and a ̀ shoulder 53 will substantially 
completely prevent accidental separation of the upper 
edge of a panel from the attaching- clip holding that panel; 
and, similarly, any engagement between an anchoring 
portion 122 and a shoulder 57 will substantially complete 
ly prevent accidental separation of the lower edge of a 
panel from the attaching clip holding that panel. As a 
result, the anchoring portions 114 and 122 can coact with 
the shoulders 53 and 57, respectively, to prevent acci 
dental separation of the panels from the panel supports, 
even when high winds apply substantial bowing forces to 
those panels. Also, since the ears 56 are relatively long, 
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they will 'ñex upwardly somewhat under the force of 
outwardly directed winds, thereby closing the space be~ 
tween the notches 54 and 58 as the panels bow. This 
further improves the holding characteristics of the assem 
bly under strong wind conditions. 

It will be noted that the panels are secured to the panel 
supports without any need of tools. Further, it will be 
noted that the panel supportscan be secured to the lower 
edge of .a mobile home without any need of tools. Con 
sequently, the skirting provided by the present invention 
can be installed easily and quickly. 

If desired, the nut 78 and the wing bolt 80 could be 
dispensed with. In such event, the partially closed upper 
end of the sleeve 40, which is shown by FIG. 7, would 
serve to receive and hold the upper end of the helical 
compression spring 94. The use of a nut 78 and a wing 
bolt 80 is preferred; because it permits a shorter helical 
compression spring 94 to be used, and it permits the force 
applied by that spring to be adjusted. 
Whereas the drawing and accompanying description 

have shown and described a preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, it should be apparent to those skilled 
in the art that various changes may be made in the form 
of the invention without affecting the scope thereof. 
What I claim is: 
1. A skirting for the space between the ground and 

the lower edge of a mobile home which comprises: 
a plurality of panels, each including a plurality of 

angularly related sections across its width, the angu 
larly related sections in the lower half of each panel 
being so disposed relative to ‘each other that the 
lower edge of each panel is the lowermost portion of 
said panel and the angularly related sections in the 
upper half of each panel being so disposed relative 
to each other that the upper edge of each panel is 
the uppermost portion of said panel, 

a plurality of longitudinally spaced panel supports for 
said panels, 

said panel supports including posts, 
a plurality of attaching clips secured to the post of 
each of said panel supports, 

said attaching clips having upper ears thereon with re 
entrant bends to receive and hold the upper edges of 
said panels and having lower ears thereon with re 
entrant ,bends to receive and hold the lower edges of 
said panels, 

said panel supports extending between, and receiving 
support from, said lower edge of said mobile home 
and said ground, 

said panels having the upper edges thereof extending 
generally vertically upwardly of said panels and ex 
tending into and being held by said reentrant bends 
of said upper ears of said attaching clips, 

said panels having the lower edges thereof extending 
generally vertically downwardly of said panels and 
extending into and being held by said reentrant bends 
of said lower ears of said attaching clips, 

whereby said panels effectively span said space be 
tween said lower edge of said mobile homeand said 
ground. 

2. A skirting as claimed in claim 1 wherein said lower 
ears of said attaching clips extend forwardly and down 
wardly of said upper ears of the next-lower attaching 
clips, whereby the lower edges of said panels are spaced 
forwardly and downwardly of the upper edges of said 
next-lower panels to enable said skirting to breathe while 
essentially keeping rain, sleet and snow from penetrating 
saidl skirting. 

3. A skirting as claimed in claim 1 wherein said lower 
ears of said attaching clips are in register with and abut 
said upper ears of the next-lower attaching clips, and 
wherein said lower ears of said attaching clips are longer 
than and extend downwardly below the upper ears of the 
next-lower attaching clips. 

4. A skirting as claimed in claim 1 wherein the lower 
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ears 'of said attaching clips are in register with and abut 
l the upper ears of the next-lower attaching'elips, >whereby 
said upper and lower ears automatically provide the desired 
positioning for said attaching clips relative to said panel 
supports. 

5. A skirting as claimedr in claim‘_ 1 wherein some of 
said attaching clips are about-onefhalf the lengths of 
other of said attachingfclips andare adapted to hold’ 
panels about one-half the widths of other of said. panels, 

6. A skirting as claimed in Vclaimvl wherein some of 
said attaching clips areabout one-half the lengths of 
other of said attaching clips and are adapted to hold 
panels about one-half the widths of other of said panels, 
and wherein said some attaching clips are essentially 
similar to the upper portions of said other attaching clips. 

7. A skirting for the space between the ground and 
the lower edge of a mobile home which comprises: 

a plurality or panels, Y 

a plurality of longitudinally spaced panel Isupports for 
said panels, and ' ‘ . 

attaching clips secured to posts of said panel supports, i. 
said posts having channel-like. spaces ytherein. to ac 
commodate said attaching clips, 

said posts having lips, at the sides of said channel 
like spaces, which overlie portions of said attaching i 
clips, , 

said attaching clips having rebent upper ears thereon 
which extend outwardly of said channel-like spaces 
and between said lips and receive the upper terminal 
edges of said panels, 

said attaching clips have rebent lower ears thereon 
which extend outwardly of said channel-like spaces 
and between said lipsA and receive the lower terminal 
edges of said panels, » 

said panel supports extending between, and receiving 
support from, said lower edge of said mobile home 
and said ground, ' `  ’ 

said panels being secured to said panel supports by 
said attaching clips to elfectively span said space 
between said lower edge of said mobile home and 
said ground. v 

8. A skirting as claimed in claim 7 wherein the upper 
ears of said attaching clips incline forwardly and upwardly 
above the levels of the upper edges of said attaching clips 
and wherein the lower ears of said attaching clips incline 
forwardly and downwardly below the levels of the lower 
edges of said attaching clips, said lower ears of said at 
taching clips being longer and extending further for 
wardly and downwardly of said attaching clips than the 
upper ears of said attaching clips, whereby the lower 
edges of said panels are spaced further forwardly of said 
attaching clips than are the upper edges of said panels 
and are disposed below the upper edges of the next-lower 
panels. , » 

9. A skirting as claimed in claim 7 wherein said posts 
have elongated slots therein in communication with said 
channel-like spaces, said elongated slots accommodating 
the shanks of self-tapping screws that extend through open 
ing in said attaching clips and bite intofthe walls of said 
elongated slots to secure said attaching clips to said` posts. 

10. A skirting as claimed in claim 7 wherein abutments 
restrict the upper ends of Vsaid channel-like spaces of 
said posts, said abutments preventing separation of said 
attaching clips from saidposts via said ̀ upper ends of said 
channel-like spaces. - _ 

11. A skirting for the-space between the ground and 
thelower edge of a mobile home which comprises: 

a plurality‘of panels, l . Y « 

a pluralityV of longitudinally >spaced panel support for 
said panels,  . ., . v»  

attaching clips secured to postsrof said panel supports, 
said posts having channelflike spaces therein to ac,. 
commodate said attaching clips, 

said posts having lips, at the sides ofsaid channel-like 
spaces, which overlie ,portions of said attaching 
clips,  f Y 
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said attaching clips having rebent upper ears thereon 
which extend outwardly of said channel-like spaces 
and between said lips and receive the upper terminal 
edges of said panels, 

said attaching clips having rebent lower ears thereon 
which extend outwardly of said channel-like spaces 
and between said lips and receive the lower terminal 
edges of said panels, 

said panel supports extending between, and receiving 
support from, said lower edge of said mobile home 
and said ground, 

said panels being secured to said panel supports by said 
attaching clips to effectively span said space between 
said lower edge of said mobile home and said 
ground, 

said panel supports including posts with elongated 
recesses therein, helical compression springs within 
said elongated recesses, and rods which have the up 
per ends thereof disposed within said elongated 
recesses and within the lower ends of said helical 
compression springs and have the lower ends thereof 
projecting downwardly below the lower ends of said 
posts. 

12. A skirting as claimed in claim 11 wherein said up 
per ends of said rods extend several inches into the 
lower ends of said helical compression springs, thereby 
enabling said upper ends of said rods to receive adequate 
lateral support from said helical compression springs and 
from said posts even when said lower ends of said helical 
compression springs are immediately adjacent said lower 
ends of said posts. ' ‘ 
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13. A skirting as claimed in claim 11 wherein said 

rods have stops thereon spaced several inches below the 
upper ends of said rods, said stops being dimensioned to 
telescope freely within said recesses in said posts but not 
to telescope within said helical compression springs, said 
stops enabling said rods to reciprocate freely within said 
recesses in said posts, said stops applying the restorative 
forces within said helical compression springs to said 
rods. 
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