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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A one-piece all sheet-metal hanger plate adapted to be 
mounted substantially ?ush against a vertical surface such 
as that of a clothes-closet door comprising a generally 
square (or rectangular) piece of sheet-metal having co 
planar top and bottom horizontally extending edge por 
tions enabling such mounting and further having a plural 
ity of upwardly opening hooks struck out form the ma 
terial thereof, said hooks being disposed at different levels 
of the plate, and the plate being so formed as to dispose 
each lower-level hook in a vertical plane different from 
that of the next higher-level hook. 

———_ 

This invention relates to clothes-hanger supporting 
means and more particularly to a clothes-hanger plate 
adapted to be secured substantially ?at or ?ush against 
a vertical surface such as the inner face of a clothes~closet 
door or the wall of a room or closet, for example. The 
hanger plate of the invention derives its name from the 
fact that it has plate form rather than bar or rod form 
characterising the usual means for supporting clothes 
hangers in ready-for-use or “in use” position. 
Among the several objects of the invention may be 

noted the provision of a novel yet practical and effective 
means for supporting a plurality of articles requiring sus 
pension-type support such as clothes hangers; the provi 
sion of a novel hanger plate for supporting clothes hangers 
in particular, which is so constructed and arranged that it 
may be secured substantially ?ush against a vertical sur 
face such as that of a clothes closet door or the wall of 
a room or clothes closet, for example; the provision of a 
hanger plate which is capable of being inexpensively 
manufactured as being stamped complete or substantially 
complete from a plane sheet of suitable material such as 
sheet metal, or from a metal strip of Width equaling that 
of one of the major dimensions of the hanger plate; and 
the provision of a hanger plate incorporating means en 
abling it to be permanently secured ?ush against a ver 
tical surface as aforesaid, or alternatively of being non 
permanently hung from a hook which itself is hookably 
attached to said door, or from a higher-level hanger plate 
according to the invention which may be either penna 
nently or non-permanently attached to said door. 
The above and other objects and features of advantage 

of a hanger plate as herein contemplated will be apparent 
from the following more detailed description thereof, 
taken with the accompanying illustrative drawing, 
wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view and FIG. 2 an end view of 
a hanger plate according to the invention shown to be 
permanently secured to a vertical surface such as that 
provided by the inside face of a closet door; and 
FIG. 3 is a broken-away front-elevation, and FIG. 4 

a broken-away side elevation illustrating various modes 
of installing and/ or making use of a hanger plate accord 
ing to the invention. 

Referring to the drawing in detail, the several views 
thereof illustrate that a hanger plate according to the in 
vention (therein designated 10) has general plate or sheet 
form as adapts it to be mounted ?ush or substantially 
?ush against a plane vertical surface such as the inner ver 
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tical face of a clothes-closet door, for example, and that 
when so mounted it provides an effective means for hang 
ing one or a limited number of articles requiring sus 
pended support, such as clothes hangers which are usual 
ly hung from horizontal bars or rods located within a 
clothes closet proper, from a vertical face of the closet 
door. More particularly, said hanger plate 10 comprises 
a piece of sheet metal illustratively having square con 
?guration but which may of course have other appropriate 
con?guration such as rectangular, and whose dimensions 
are such as to provide for the accommodation within its 
con?nes or border a plurality of spaced-apart hooks from 
which one or a number of clothes hangers may be hung, 
and which hooks are preferably formed by struck-out 
areas of said plate. 
As best seen in FIG. 1, the aforesaid hooks provided in 

the hanger plate are preferably arranged in horizontal 
pairs which are disposed at different levels, with corre 
sponding books of the pairs thereof having vertical row 
arrangement. Thus, the hanger plate 10 is provided with 
an upper-level pair of hooks 14a, 14b, an intermediate 
level pair of hooks 16a, 16b, and a lower-level pair of 
hooks 18a, 18b (a total of six hooks), of which the cor 
responding hooks 14a, 16a, 18a and 14b, 16b and 18b 
of the pairs thereof are arranged in vertical rows dis 
posed adjacent the side edges of the hanger plate. 

Although a hanger plate 10 according to the invention 
is designed to be and preferably is fashioned from an 
initially ?at or plane piece of sheet metal, the aforesaid 
desirable vertical-row disposition of the corresponding 
hooks of the horizontal pairs thereof in a hanger plate 
which in its ?nal form is also ?at or planar throughout 
may result in the clothes hangers hung from two or all 
three of the hooks of a vertical row so closely overlapping 
one another as to make objectionable the use of said 
hanger plate as intended. To avoid any such objection and 
at the same time to retain in the hanger plate 10 in its 
?nal form the structure which enables it to be mounted 
?ush against a plane (vertical) surface as intended, the 
hanger plate 10 in its ?nal form incorporates means for 
disposing the hooks 16a, 16b of the intermediate-level 
pair thereof in a plane which is forwardly offset from the 
common plane in which the hooks 14a, 14b of the upper 
level pair thereof and the hooks 18a, 18b of the lower- . 
level pair thereof are disposed. Accordingly, as illustrated 
in FIG. 1, a clothes hanger hung from either of the hooks 
16a, 16b of the intermediate-level pair thereof will be dis 
posed forwardly and well spaced from a clothes hanger 
hung from a higher or lower level row of the same ver 
tical row thereof. 

According to the invention, such means comprises a 
forwardly offset and preferably convexly-curved forma 
tion in the nature of a bulge 20‘ (note FIGS. 2 and 4 in 
particular) which extends transversely across the inter 
mediate level portion of the plate 10, from a material of 
which the intermediate level pair of hooks 16a, 16b are 
struck. Thus, said pair of hooks 16a, 16b are disposed 
in a plane which is different, i.e. forwardly, of the plane 
of the upper level pair of hooks 14a, 14b (which latter 
are struck from the material of, the top-edge zone portion 
of the plate 10), and similarly in a plane which is differ_ 
ent, i.e. forwardly, of the plane of the lowermost pair of 
hooks 18a, 18b, consequent to the latter being struck 
from the material of the bottom-edge zone or portion of 
said plate 10. Thus, a hanger hung from either hook 16a, 
16b of the middle pair thereof will be disposed forwardly 
of a hanger hung from either of the hooks 14a, 14b of 
the upper pair, and similarly from a hanger hung from 
either of the hooks 18a, 18b of the lower pair. 
A hanger plate for clothes hangers according to the in 

vention is also preferably so constructed as to provide at 
least partial sheathing of the free ends of the hooks of 
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the clothes hangers hung from the hooks of the upper and 
middle pairs 14a, 14b and 16a, 16b thereof. More particu 
larly and as best seen in FIG. 1, the outwardly bulged 
middle zone portion 20 of plate 10 is cut away in its 
middle-length portion, thus to provide a generally rec 
tangular window or cut-out designated 22, into which 
the free ends of the hooks of hangers hung from the hooks 
of the upper and middle pairs will extend, when such 
hangers are positioned and turned as generally indicated 
in FIG. 1. 
To provide for permanent attachment of a hanger plate 

10 as described to a closet door or other vertical surface, 
each hanger plate is preferably provided during the 
course of its manufacture with two spaced-apart round 
holes 24, 26 (FIG. 3) adapted for the reception of small 
wood screws 24a, 26a serving to secure a plate ?ush 
against the door surface. Provision is also made for tem~ 
porary attachment of said plates by a so-called hang-on 
method, such illustratively being in the form of a slot 
like opening 28 disposed midway between the ends and 
adjacent the upper edge of each plate, and with a pair of 
similarly shaped openings 30, 32 disposed in the upper 
corner portions of the plate and in vertical alignment with 
the two vertical rows of hooks 14a, 16a, 18a and 14b, 16b, 
18b, as aforesaid. . 
By reference to FIGS. 3 and 4, the centrally disposed 

opening 28 enables a hanger plate 10 according to the 
invention to be hung from a generally designated hook 
40 provided therefor on the door surface. Preferably, such 
a hook 40 is of the type disclosed and claimed in my co 
pending application entitled “Sheet-Metal Hooks,” Ser. 
No. 717,183 ?led under even date, and which by refer 
ence to FIG. 4 is adapted to be secured in place on the 
door by being hung over its top edge. For this purpose, 
said hook 40 is provided with an upwardly facing hook 1 
42a formed on its forward leg 42, and with a rearwardly 
offset, downwardly opening hook 48a provided by its 
body portion 44 which extends over the door top edge, 
acting in concert with said forward leg 42 and a compan 
ion downwardly extending leg 46, which together de?ne 
a downwardly opening channel-form hook of width sub 
stantially equal to the thickness of the door. 

FIGS. 3 and 4 further illustrate the feasibility of hang 
ing a plurality of hanger plates according to the invention 
in a vertical series, by hooking each lower hanger plate 
to each next higher hanger plate. Such arrangement is 
made possible by the fact that each lower plate of a ver 
tical series of hanger plates can be hooked to a next higher 
hanger plate by passing the lower pair of hooks 18a, 
18b of said next higher hanger plate through the corner 
openings 30, 32 of each lower hanger plate. For such ver 
tical series arrangement of plates, the top hanger plate 
can either be permanently attached to the door as shown 
in FIG. 1, or it can be hung from the hook 40 which is 
hooked over the top edge of said door, as in FIG. 3. 

Without further analysis, it will be appreciated that a 
hanger plate for clothes hangers and like articles as here 
in disclosed satis?es the need for an elfective means for 
hanging clothes hangers which are usually hung from 
hanger bars or rods extending across or along a closet 
space from any available vertical surface such as that pro 
vided by a door or a wall surface, thus supplementing if 
not doing away entirely with such hanger bars or rods 
and also with hanger posts which are permanently fas 
tened to a closet or wall door to extend horizontally for 
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wardly therefrom. It will further be appreciated that the 
hanger plate of the invention may be inexpensively pro 
duced by stamping same complete or substantially com 
plete from readily available sheet material such as sheet 
metal. As pointed out'above, a hanger plate of the inven 
tion may moreover be permanently or temporarily in 
stalled for use as needed, and may also be carried about 
as a portable unit by the traveler, together with the hook 
40 by which it may be hung from the top edge of a closet 
door, for quick installation in rooms or closets where the 
conventional hanger rods or bars are missing or inade 
quate. 
As many changes could be made in carrying out the 

above constructions without departing from the scope of 
the invention, it is intended that all matter contained in 
the above description or shown in the accompanying 
drawing shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a 
limiting sense. 

I claim: 
1. A one-piece, all sheet-metal hanger plate adapted 

to be mounted substantially ?ush against a vertical sur 
face such as that of a clothes-closet door comprising a 
generally square piece of sheet-metal having coplanar top 
and bottom horizontally extending edge portions enabling 
such mounting and further having a plurality of upwardly 
opening hooks struck out from the material thereof, said 
hooks being disposed at upper, intermediate and lower 
levels of the plate and in vertical row formation and the 
plate incorporating means elfective to dispose each lower 
level hook in a vertical plane different from that of the 
next higher-level hook, said means comprising a forwardly 
extending offset provided in said intermediate portion of 
the plate and from the material of which the intermediate 
level hook is struck, as aforesaid. 

2. A hanger plate according to claim 1, wherein said 
forwardly extending offset is provided with a cutout in 
its middle-length portion for receiving and partially 
sheathing the free end of a clothes-hanger hook hung from 
one of the upper- and intermediate-level hanger plate 
hooks. 

3. A hanger plate according to claim 1 wherein at least 
one of said top and bottom coplanar edge portions of said 
plate is provided with preformed openings for the recep 
tion of various means for mounting same ?ush against a 
vertical mounting surface. 
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