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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOHN W. PALMER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Tipton, 
in the county of Moniteau and State of Mis 

5 souri,haveinvented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Card or Picture ‘Holders; and 
I do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
such as will enable others skilled in the art to 

[O which it appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention is a card or picture holder, 

which consists in a volute spring and a sup 
port therefor holding the coils of the spring in 
a vertical or other desired position. 

15 In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 
View of one form of my invention. Fig. 2 is a 
side view of the same with a card or picture 
supported therein. Fig. 3 is a side view of a 
modi?ed form of my invention. 

20 In the forms shown in Figs. 1 and 2 the card 
or picture holder is made with a rearwardly 
extending support, A, which is provided at 
its front with two volute springs, B. In the 
preferred construction of this form the holder 

25 is made from a single piece of wire, bent at 
the middle to form the support, and having its 
ends formed into volute springs. These yolute 
springs may be made with the end of the wire 
terminating at the apex of the volute or in the 

30 base-coil of the same. As shown in the draw 
ings, the apex of the volute may be provided 
with a loop holding a ring or other ornamental 
device. This loop may be made in the wire 
forming the volute, or may be in a separate 

35 attaching strip or wire, or the ornamental de 
vice may be attached by solder or in any other 
desired manner. This feature of ornamental 
construction may be omitted entirely, if de 
sired. 
While I have shown two springs attached 

to the base or support in Figs. 1 and 2, this is 
not necessary in all cases, as I may make my 
support in the form'of a triangle and form a 
single volute on one end of the wire, or form 

45 a single volute coil from the two ends of the 
wire. 
The wire employed may be round or ?at and 

ornamented or plain, and the volute, instead 
'of being made integral with the base, may be 

40 

made separate and attached to the base,or may 50 
be detachably connected therewith. 
The form shown in Fig. 3 consists ofa single 

' volute spring provided with a rearwardly-ex 
tending part, which forms a support which is 
pointed, barbed, or screw-threaded, by means 55 
of which it may be attached to the wall of a 
room, to an article of furniture, or to an orna 
mental support or base. 
The operation of my invention will be clearly 

understood from the drawings and foregoing 60 
description. The holder is placed in the loca 
tion desired, and the card or picture placed 
between the coils of the volute spring, which 
retain it in position. The coils of spring being 
of different diameter, upon acard being placed 65 
between any two of them the force of the spring 
tends to press a portion of the card within the 
larger, and thus effects a ?rm holding of the 
card or picture. In using a spiral spring, or a 
spring having opposing parts pressing against 70 
the card at the same time or points on oppo 
site sides,the card or picture presenting smooth 
surfaces to the parts of the holder in contact 
with it, it is easily displaced. In my construc 
tion, however, the larger coil engages the card 7 5 
or picture at certain points, and the smaller 
coil engages it on the opposite side within 
those points, and thus gives the device a ?rmer 
grasp or bite than is obtained by the other eon 
structions. 

IVhile I have given several different modes 
of using the volute spring as a card or picture 
holder, I do not desire to limit myself to the 
constructions and connections shown and de 
scribed, as I may use it with a great variety of 85 
supports and in a great many connections‘. 
WVhat I claim as my invention, and desire to 

secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. A card or picture holder consisting of a 

volute spring and a support therefor, substan- 9o 
tially as described. 

2. A card or picture holder consisting of a 
volute spring provided at its apex with an or 
namental construction and a support therefor, 
Substantially as described. 95 

3. A card or picture holder consisting of a 
volute spring,and a support therefor extending 
beyond the base of the spring. 

80 
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4, A card or picture holder consisting of a 
wire support or base provided at its front with‘ 
a volute spring, substantially as before set 
forth. . ' 

5 5. A card or picture holder consisting of a 
' U-shaped support provided at each end with 

a volute spring, substantially as before set 
forth. 7 . a 

In testimony whereof I al‘?x my signaturein 7 
presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN’ W. PALMER. ’ 

'- Witnesses: 

E. T. WALKER, 
' B. E. J. EILs. 
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