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ABSTRACT: This disclosure relates to, a ?nger splint of the 
kind known as a "lively" splint for assisting digital action of a 
person suffering from partial paralysis, muscle spasm, dys 
trophy or other conditions affecting normal movements of the 
digits of the hand. The splint comprises at least two digit-en 
gaging members spaced apart and connected by spring means 
so that when one member is engaged with the thumb and the 
other with a ?nger, the spring means tends to move the mem 
bers apart in such a manner as to move the ?ngers in a hand 
opening direction. . 
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FINGER SPLINT 

This invention relates to a finger splint of the kind known in 
the art as a “lively"splint, that is, a device for assisting digital 
action of a person suffering from partial paralysis, muscle 
spasm, dystrophy or other conditions affecting normal move 
ment of the digits of the hand. 
An object of the invention is to provide a simple yet effec 

tive lively splint for supplementing the extensor, muscles of 
the phelangeal joints, that is for assisting opening movements 
of one or more ?ngers and/or the thumb. 

According to this invention a ?nger splint of the kind known 
as a “lively'splint comprises at least two digit-engaging mem 
bers spaced apart and connected by spring means in such a 
manner that when one of said members is engaged with the 
thumb and the other of said members is engaged with a finger, 
the spring means tends to move the members apart in such a 
manner as to move the ?nger in a hand-opening direction. 
Preferably the spring means is a curved length of spring steel 
wire, to each end of which is attached one of the digit-engag 
ing members. A thumb-engaging member is preferably of U 
shape and a ?nger-engaging member is either a ring or U 
shape trough which is ?tted over the relevant ?nger. If desired 
the splint could include more than one member for engaging 
each digit, or it could include more than one member for en 
gaging several digits; for example; a splint in accordance with 
the invention could have two aligned U-shaped thumb-engag 
ing trough-like members and two spaced rings or troughs for 
engaging two ?ngers, The spring steel wire is preferably 
sleeved, for example with rubber or a plastics material. 
The length and gauge of wire will be chosen to suit the pa 

tient, so as to give sufficient power to open the digits after ?ex~ 
ing. The wire may be preformed to a shape suitable for the pa’ 
tient‘s hand, for instance so that it may be disposed at the palm 
side, or around the back of the hand. 
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2 
If desired, a retaining strap may be ?tted for encircling the 

wrist to ensure that the wire is kept close to the hand. 
An example of the invention will now be described with 

reference'to the accompanying drawing, the single ?gure of 
which is a perspective view of a splint in accordance with the 
invention, with a hand shown in dotted lines. 

Referring to the drawing, the back of a hand 6 is shown, 
with thumb 7 and index ?nger 8. The ?nger splint has a U 
shaped thumb-engaging trough-like member 4 having spaced 
apart ends 5. This member 4 ?ts over the lower part of the 
thumb with the ends 5 directed outwardly. The splint also has 
a ring (or trough) 3 which ?ts over the lower part of the index 
finger 8 although the ring (or trough) could instead ?t over 
the middle part of the ?nger, as indicated by BA. Welded at 
4A and 33 respectively to the member 4 and the ring 3 is a 
bent length l of spring steel wire with a sleeve 2 of plastics 
material. This length of wire is so connected to the member 4 
and ring 3, and is of such length, that it lies conveniently 
against the palm side of the hand. 
The length of wire tends to move the member 4 and ring ( 0r 

trough) 3 apart, thus assisting movement apart of the thumb 
and index ?nger. 

lclaim: 
l. A ?nger splint comprising a curved length of spring steel 

wire having a sleeve of pliable material and adapted to lie 
against the palm of the hand of a patient, a U-shaped thumb 
engaging trough-like member attached to one end of the said 
wire, and ring means at the other end of said wire for engaging 
the index ?nger of the hand, the said length of wire tending to 
move the thumb and said ?nger apart in such a manner as to 
aid in moving the said thumb and ?nger in a hand-opening 
direction, said length of wire being axially joined to said 
trough—like member at one leg thereof and axially joined to 
said ring means at one side thereof, 
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