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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A needle having an eye and a slit from the extreme end 
of the needle adjacent the eye into the eye at one side 
of the longitudinal axis of the needle. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Many suggestions have been made to provide for self 
threading needles but in the past these have been too cost 
ly or di?icult to make in ineffective and dit?cult to use. 
This invention provides an inexpensive easily made needle 
which is extremely simple and easy to use. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A conventional eyed needle is lanced (slit) from a point 
at the extreme end of the needle at the eye, into the eye 
along a line offset from the longitudinal axis of the needle 
forming a convergent entrance into the eye for reception 
of the thread, the entrance being formed by a free-ended 
leg which forms a side run of the material at one side 
of the eye, and a spur that is formed by the lancing op~ 
eration, the spur opposing the free-ended leg and in effect 
underlying a portion of it. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a view in side elevation of the new self 
threading needle, illustrated in conjunction with a loop 
of thread; 
FIG. 2 is similar, illustrating threading; 
FIG. 3 is also similar and shows how the thread is 

locked in the eye of the needle, and 
FIG. 4 is a view illustrating the manner of removing 

the thread. 

PREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION 

A needle having a shank 10 is provided with an eye 
12 that is very similar to a conventional eye except that 
the material of the needle is lanced inwardly to the eye 
from a point 14 at or adjacent the extreme end of the 
needle. This action forms a free-ended leg 16 for the eye, 
the opposite leg 18 remaining as originally made. 

It also forms a sharp spur 20 leading into the eye and 
contacting the inner aspect of leg 16. The free end por 
tion 22 of leg 16 tends to be pressed outwardly as does 
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the spur, due to tension in the material of the needle, 
but in cases where this should not occur, the spur may be 
easily pressed outwards to approximate the relative posi 
tion of the parts in FIG. 1. 

This position of spur 20 and leg 16 provides a con 
verging gap or throat 24 for the quick and easy recep 
tion of the looped thread 26. This gap or throat presents 
no sharp edge or point so that the thread may be merely 
looped over a ?nger of one hand, and the needle thrust 
to the left, scooping up the thread and moving it past 
the point of the spur, FIG. 2, into the eye. 
The thread is now locked, FIG. 3, and cannot acci 

dentally escape in use. However, it is easily removed if 
desired, by pulling on it in the direction of the arrows 
in FIG. 4, as the leg 16 is resilient as is the spur. 

This invention provides a very simple way of making 
a foolproof self-threading needle that is quick and easy 
in operation and which requires no complicated structure 
or elaborate manufacturing techniques. 

I claim: 
1. A self-threading needle comprising 
an elongated member sharp at one end and having an 

eye formed at the other end, 
and an outer end corresponding terminal point of the 

elongated member, 
said eye having a free-ended leg extending from the 

inner end of the loop and terminating in overlapped 
relation to the outer end of the loop short of a 
terminal point of said elongated member, said leg 
extending on an incline away from the axis of the 
elongated member in a direction toward the said 
terminal point, 

and a spur extending from said terminal point reversely 
toward and inwardly of the leg at the inside edge 
thereof, the spur having an inner end contacting the 
inside edge of the leg and forming therewith a con 
verging sided entrance into the loop, 

said entrance being located inwardly from a terminal 
point of the elongated member. 

2. The self-threading needle of claim 1 wherein the 
free-ended leg is resilient. 

3. The self-threading needle of claim 1 wherein the 
axis of the converging sided entrance is on a line offset 

r from the axis of the needle. 
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