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COLOR IMAGES IN A SINGLE PICK-UP TUBE 
COLOR CAMERA SYSTEM 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

In a Kell-type single pick-up tube color camera sys 
tem, a Christiansen ?lter is disposed in tandem with the 
striped color ?lters and out of the image plane thereof. 
The Christiansen ?lter comprises selected optical glass 
particles closely packed in a liquid whose index of re 
fraction matches that of the glass particles near the cen 
ter of the green optical frequency band; at red and blue 
optical frequencies the indices of refraction are mis 
matched. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to single pick-up tube color cam 
era systems and more particularly to means for selectively 
controlling the resolution of the three primary color 
images therein. 
The patent to R. D. Kell, No. 2,733,291, issued Jan. 

31, 1956, describes a relatively simple single pick-up tube 
color camera system. A special optical arrangement us 
ing striped color ?lters is used to spatially modulate, in 
a sinusoidal fashion, two of the three primary color 
images, the three primary colors being red, green and 
blue. Scanning of the camera tube produces a composite 
video signal which comprises distinct carrier frequencies 
each modulated by information from a given primary 
color image. Bandpass ?lters are then used to separate the 
three individual primary color signals. 
A basic limitation of color camera systems, such as 

that described, lies in the fact that existing camera tubes 
do not have adequate resolution. Hence, it is desirable 
that the spatial bandwidth of the color images be reduced 
in some selected fashion. 
Now it has been found that the human eye cannot 

discriminate between a composite image composed of 
three sharp, wide bandwidth or high resolution color 
images and a composite image composed of a high reso 
lution green image and low resolution red and blue images. 
This fact thus dictates the manner in which the desired 
reduction in spatial bandwidth should, preferably, be ac 
complished. That is, the resolution of the green primary 
image should remain sharp but yet controlled, with the 
resolution of the red and blue images reduced in a con 
trolled fashion. 
Numerous arrangements have been proposed for achiev 

ing the aforementioned reduction in spatial bandwidth. 
These typically are cumbersome and complex, or they are 
rather inef?cient——i.e., large amounts of light are lost in 
the process of reducing or destroying the resolution of 
the red and blue images. The arrangements of Kell suffer 
in this latter regard. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

It is accordingly an object of the present invention to 
selectively reduce the resolution of red and blue color 
images in a predetermined manner, while retaining a re 
latively sharp (i.e., high resolution) green image. 

It is a further object of the invention that the reduc 
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2 
tion or destruction of the red and blue resolution be car 
ried out in a simple yet highly ef?cient manner. 

In accordance with the present invention, a specially 
designed Christiansen ?lter is advantageously utilized to 
achieve a light diffusion effect which is a predetermined 
function of optical frequency. That is, the diffusion prop 
erties of the ?lter are such that the resolution of the green 
primary image remains sharp but yet controlled while 
the resolution of the blue and red images is selectively 
reduced. To this end, selected optical glass particles are 
immersed in a liquid (e.g., ethyl salicilate) whose index 
of refraction substantially matches that of the particles 
over the green optical frequency band; at the red and 
blue optical frequencies the indices of refraction are mis 
matched. 

In a Kell-type single tube color camera system, a dif 
fusion ?lter having the above-described properties is 
placed in tandem with the striped color ?lters and not 
of the image plane thereof. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is simpli?ed, exploded perspective view of a Kell 
type single pick-up tube color camera system including a 
diffusion ?lter in accordance with the present invention; 
FIG. 2 illustrates the bandpass characteristics of the out 

put signal derived in accordance with the invention; and 
FIG. 3 illustrates typical refractive index versus wave 

length curves of the materials comprising the diffusion 
?lter. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Turning now to FIG. 1 of the drawings, the light from 
an object scene passes through an object lens system, il 
lustrated by lens 11, then through the Christiansen ?lter 
12, to be described in detail hereinafter, and forms images 
on the light modulator 13. The relay lens 14, in turn, 
focuses the modulated images onto a suitable single aper 
ture, image scanning device 15, which serves to gener 
ate electrical signals having characteristics that vary in a 
given manner in accordance with the variations in the 
intensity of light along the path scanned by the aperture. 
The image scanning device 15 may typically comprise 
an image orthicon pick-up tube having a photoelectric 
surface onto which object images are focused by relay 
lens 14. 
As described in greater detail in the Kell patent, supra, 

the light modulator 13 is mounted in the image plane of 
the object lens system 11 and may include a ?rst grid 
comprised of equally spaced parallel strips 17 that are 
optically negative to red light, and a second set of equally 
spaced parallel strips 18 that are optically negative to 
blue light. Accordingly, one set of strips passes green and 
blue light and is opaque to red, and the other set of strips 
passes green and red light but is opaque to blue. The 
negative red strips prevent red light from impinging on 
the photoelectric surface of the image scanning device at 
a ?rst set of points along each line of the raster, and the 
negative blue strips prevent blue light from reaching a 
different spaced set of points along each line of the raster. 
The green light passes through all parts of light modu 
lator 13 and hence strikes all areas of the photoelectric 
surface. 
The number of red opaque strips 17 per unit length is 

different from the number of blue opaque strips 18- for 
the same length. Hence, the red and blue images are, in 
effect, optically or spatially modulated at different rates. 
Scansion of the beam of the image scanning device 15 
will thus produce carrier waves of different frequencies 
which correspond to the respective optical modulation 
rates. And each carrier is, of course, amplitude modu~ 
lated in accordance with the intensity variations of a 
different selected component color——i.e., in accordance 



3,530,233 
with the red or blue primary color images. The red opaque 
and blue opaque gratings should be su?iciently different 
as to avoid spectrum overlap, and both resultant carriers 
must be higher than the highest video frequency of the 
green primary color signal. The composite output signal 
from the image scanning device 15 comprises a low fre 
quency, baseband, green video signal and a pair of dis 
tinct carrier signals respectively modulated in accordance 
with the red and blue primary color images. 
Now in accordance with the invention, the Christian 

sen ?lter 12 is placed in tandem with the light modulator 
13 and, as indicated in FIG. 1, somewhat to the left of 
the real image plane, its positioning is not overly critical. 
The ?lter 12 is used to achieve a diffusion effect such 
that the resolution of green primary images remains sharp, 
yet controlled, while the resolution of blue and red 
images is reduced. In one speci?c embodiment of the 
invention, the Christiansen ?lter was composed of a mass 
of small random shaped particles immersed in a liquid 
whose index of refraction matched that of the particles 
at the green optical frequency and was mismatched at 
red and blue optical frequencies. Such a ?lter is effective 
ly transparent at green optica1 frequencies so that the 
green images on the camera tube are sharp, with high 
resolution. At red and blue frequencies, on the other hand, 
scattering occurs and the resolution of red and blue 
images is reduced to the desired extent. 
The aforementioned particles are preferably made of 

optical. glass, such as type K manufactured by Jenar 
Glaswerk Schott & Gen., pulverized by a ball mill and 
of random shape, the size being approximately 30 to 100 
microns. In a preferred embodiment of the invention, 
the dispersion constant (V) of the optical glass is 59.45. 
The dispersion constant (V) is de?ned as follows: 

V 

where 

nd is the index of refraction at >\=5892.9 A. 
n, is the index of refraction at >\=4861.3 A. 
n6 is the index of refraction at )\=6562.8 A. 

The optical glass particles are closely packed in a liquid, 
such as ethyl salicilate, with an index of refraction such 
as previously described. 

FIG. 3 illustrates the refractive index versus wave 
length curves of the materials comprising a diffusion ?lter 
constructed in accordance with the above-described pre 
ferred embodiment. As indicated in the ?gure, the indices 
of refraction are the same at 5500 A. (green) and they 
differ at frequencies of 4000-5000 A. (blue) and 6000 
7000 A. (red). 

FIG. 2 illustrates the bandpass characteristics of the 
output signal from the preferred embodiment. As one 
would expect from an examination of the curves of FIG. 
3, the blue frequencies suffered greater diffusion and 
hence the blue bandpass is somewhat less than the red. 
The green bandpass characteristics depend on the differ 
ence in slopes of the two dispersion curves of FIG. 3. 
As indicated in the article entitled, “Fast Variable 

Color Filter,” by E. Matovich, I.S.A. Iournal, Decem 
ber 1965, pages 53 through 55, the application of pres 
sure on a Christiansen ?lter causes its peak transmission 
wavelength to change. Accordingly, having constructed a 
?lter as described, pressure can be applied, as indicated 
by the arrows in FIG. 1, so that the refractive index 
versus wavelength curves intersect at the desired point— 
in the instant case at 5500 A. This permits, some degree 
of ?exibility in the construction of the ?lter. 
A Christiansen ?lter can be constructed of materials 

other than those speci?ed above (see the Matovich ar 
ticle). Accordingly, while the speci?ed materials com 
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4 
prise a preferred embodiment of the invention, the latter 
should in no way be considered as limited htereto. 
The resolution need only be selectively destroyed in one 

direction-—i.e., the horizontal direction, which is the di 
rection of the beam scansion. Hence, the scattering bodies 
need only scatter in the horizontal direction. The scatter 
ing bodies can, therefore, comprise elongated or verti 
cally extending ?bers of optical glass or the equivalent 
and these can be of any selected cross-section (e.g., round, 
square, etc.). 
The red, green and blue primary color system is the 

one most often encountered in the art. However, other 
color systems have been proposed heretofore—such as 
cyan, yellow and magenta. It must be evident, therefore, 
that the present invention is in no way limited to a red, 
green and blue primary color arrangement and it may 
?nd application in any other color system wherein the 
resolution of one color must remain sharp, while the 
others are selectively reduced. 

For the above reasons, it is to be understood that the 
foregoing disclosure is merely illustrative of the applica 
tion of the principles of the present invention and nu 
merous modi?cations or alternations may be devised by 
those skilled in the art without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A single tube color camera system comprising an 

image scanning device, striped color ?lter means dis 
posed in the light path of said image scanning device 
and serving to spatially modulate at least two of three 
selected primary color images, and a diffusion ?lter dis 
posed in tandem with said color ?lter means out of the 
image plane thereof, said diffusion ?lter comprising trans 
parent solid bodies immersed in a liquid whose index of 
refraction matches that of the solid bodies at the optical 
frequency of one of the three primary colors and is mis 
matched at the optical frequencies of the other two pri 
mary colors. 

2. A color camera system as de?ned in claim 1 where 
in the three primary colors are red, green and blue and 
the color ?lter means serves to spatially modulate red and 
blue primary color images. 

3. A color camera system as de?ned in claim 2 where 
in the solid bodies are optical glass particles packed in 
said liquid, with the index of refraction of said liquid 
matching that of said particles at green optical frequency 
and being mismatched at the red and blue optical fre 
quencies. 

4. A color camera system as de?ned in claim 3 where 
in the optical glass particles are of random shape and 
of a size of thirty to one hundred microns. 

.5. A color camera system as de?ned in claim 4 where 
in the dispersion constant of the optical glass is 59.45 
and the liquid is ethyl salicilate. 

6. A single tube color camera system comprising an 
image scanning device, striped color ?lter means disposed 
in the light path of said image scanning device and serv 
ing to spatially modulate all but one of at least two 
selected primary color images, and a diffusion ?lter dis 
posed in tandem with said color ?lter means somewhat 
out of the image plane thereof, said diffusion ?lter com 
prising transparent solid bodies immersed in a liquid 
Whose index of refraction matches that of the solid bodies 
at the optical frequency of one of said primary colors 
and is mismatched at the optical frequencies of the other 
primary colors. 
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