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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
Photo frames made of molding strips of metal or the 

like are formed with aligned slits or slots in the rear wall 
segment of parallelly adjoining sides. Connecting mem 
bers of various types having enlarged end portions with 
intermediate connecting portions of reduced-diameter 
are ?tted into the slits with the enlarged end portions 
bearing against the inner closed ends of the slits. The 
connecting members are retained in position by other 
members of the framed photos and said connecting 
members serve to join together a plurality of framed 
photographs for hanging display purposes or serve as 
hinge connectors for two or more of said framed photos. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to improvements in means for 
connecting a pluralty of framed photographs, one to the 
other, so that they may be readily hung or displayed in 
groups. It further relates to embodiments of said connect 
ing means which enables the same to be used to connect 
said photo frames in hinged relationship, one to the other. 

It is well known that framed photographs and pictures 
are often-times displayed or hung in various groups or 
arrangements on a wall or similar surface. Sometimes they 
are hung or displayed in spaced vertical or horizontal 
rows or groups. Similarly, said frames, pictures or photo 
graphs may be hingedly connected together in pairs or 
larger numbers displayed in upright position on a hori 
zontal surface, such as a table, shelf or mantelpiece. 

Heretofore, in hanging or arranging framed pictures 
and photographs on vertical surfaces in groups, such as 
for example, vertical rows, it was necessary to hang each 
picture with separate hanging means for attaching the 
same to the wall or vertical surface. In some instances 
they were individually mounted on boards and then the 
boards were hung on the wall; and in still further in 
stances various makeshift means were employed to connect 
frames and photographs together. 
For use in displaying photographs and pictures in up 

right positions on horizontal surfaces, pairs, trios or other 
plural arrangements of photo frames were provided with 
hinges connecting each photo frame to its adjoining mate 
so that by opening the hinges the framed photographs 
could be displayed at various angles with relation one to 
the other, as for example, 30°, 45 °, 60“, 90°, etc. Obvi 
ously, the hinged photo frames were specially constructed 
and sold as units, i.e., pairs, trios, etc. 

Metal photo frames are usually made of channel 
shaped molding strips mitered and bent or cut to afford 
frames of various shapes such as, for example, rectangles. 
The connecting and hinging means of the subject inven 
tion comprises slits formed in the rear and side wall seg 
ments of one or more of the molding strip sides, said 
slits opening to the inner ends of said rear wall segments 
and extending inwardly usually to the side wall segment 
of the moulding strip. Connecting means of various types, 
shapes and sizes, including for example, ball-chain means 
such as are sometimes used for making key chains or the 
like, are inserted into the slits so that the end ball abuts 
the inner surface of the side wall segment of the molding 
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strip. The molding strip of the adjacent picture is similarly 
formed with slots or slits, and the other end of the 
connecting member as, for example, the ball-key chain, 
is inserted therein. The slot is then closed by the mar 
ginal portions of the other members of the framed photo 
graph as, for example, the backing member, the glass, 
etc., thereby retaining the connecting means in position. 
Two or more of such connecting means enables a plurality 
of framed pictures or photographs to be connected to 
gether in either hanging relationship or in hinged relation 
ship. 

It is therefore an important object of this invention to 
provide metal picture or photo frames having means in 
corporated therein for readily connecting a plurality of 
said frames together in hanging relationship or in hinged 
relationship. 

Another object of this invention is to afford connecting 
means which may be readily incorporated into conven 
tional photo frames of existing design for connecting two 
or more of said frames together in hanging or hinged re 
lationship. 

Yet a further object is to provide connecting means for 
photo frames for joining the same together in ?exible 
relationship. 

Yet another object is to afford means for in?exibly 
connecting two or more photo frames together. 

Still a further object is to provide connecting means 
for photo frames which will permit two adjacent con 
nected photo frames to be positioned upright in planes 
of various angles one with the other. 

Finally, a further object is to provide photo frames with 
connecting means which are simple, inexpensive, may be 
incorporated into conventional photo frames and may be 
utilized or not, as desired. 

With the foregoing and other objects in view which will 
appear as the description proceeds, the invention con 
sists of certain novel features of construction, arrange 
ment and a combination of parts hereinafter fully de 
scribed, illstrated in the accomanpying drawings and par 
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims; it being 
understood that various changes in the form, proportions, 
size and minor details of the structure may be made with 
out departing from the spirit or sacri?cing any of the ad 
vantages of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For the purpose of facilitating an understanding of my 
invention, I have illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings a preferred embodiment thereof from an inspection 
of which, when considered in connection with the follow 
ing description, my invention, its mode of construction, 
assembly and operation and many of its advantages 
should be readily understood and appreciated. 

Referring to the drawings, in which the same characters 
of reference are employed to indicate corresponding or 
similar parts throughout the several ?gures of the draw~ 
ings: 
FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a pair of photo 

frames having incorporated therein connecting means 
comprising the subject matter of this invention; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a pair of photo frames 

in upright position connected together by means com 
prising the subject matter of this invention wherein the 
same serve as hinges connecting the two frames together; 

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary rear elevational view 
of the photo frames illustrated in FIG. 1 of the drawings 
with a portion broken away to facilitate illustration of 
the construction and assembly of the same; 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view taken on the 
plane of line 4-4 in FIG. 3 of the drawings and viewed 
in the direction indicated; 
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FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view taken 
on the plane of line 5—5 in FIG. 3 of the drawings and 
viewed in the direction indicated; 
FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 5 but showing another 

embodiment of the connecting means; and 
FIGS. 7, 8, 9 and 10 are perspective views of various 

forms of connectors which may be used as a part of the 
connecting means. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring to the several ?gures of the drawings, refer 
ence numeral 12 indicates generally a pair of picture or 
photo frames made of metal channel-shaped molding 
strips 14 miter cut and bent to afford a rectangular-shape 
frame such as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings. 
Thus, each of the frames comprise a top member 16, a 
pair of side members 18 and 20, and a bottom member 22. 
The cross-sectional shape of the molding strips may 

vary but generally include a front inclined segment 24 
(see FIGS. 5 and 6 of the drawings), a straight side seg 
ment 26 integrally formed with segment 24, and all ex 
cept one member (usually the bottom member 22) have 
an integrally formed rear segment 28 positioned in a plane 
at right angles to the side segment 26. The bottom mem 
ber, or the member without the rear segment, is provided 
to facilitate insertion and assembly of the photo or pic 
ture and the other members comprising the assembled 
framed photo or picture. 
As shown in FIGS. 5 and 6 of the drawings, the fore 

going members of the assembled framed picture may 
comprise a pane of glass 30, the photo or picture itself 
32, a ?ller or photo-backing member such as 24, and 
the rear beasel or ?nal backing member 3'6. The member 
36 usually has an easel (not shown) hingedly connected 
thereto for enabling the single picture frame to be sup 
ported in upright position on a ?at, horizontal surface. 
The picture or photo frame described hereinabove to 

this point comprises the usual well-known metal photo 
frame which ordinarily is sold and used individually. 
However, the same may ‘be readily converted to incor 
porate therein connecting means enabling two or more 
of said frames to be connected together in ?exible or 
in?exible, hanging relationship, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 
3 of‘the drawings, or in hinged relationship, as shown 
in FIG. 2 of the drawings. For this purpose, the rear 
segment 28 and/or the side segments 26 of the molding 
strips comprising certain sides or members of the photo 
frame are formed with slots or slits 38, as shown in the 
various ?gures of the drawings. The slots 38 of the rear 
segments 28 and the side segments 26 are aligned, as 
shown in FIGS. 3, 5 and 6 of the drawings. When the 
slots are positioned in the member which has no rear 
segment 28, said slots are made only in the side seg 
ments 26. 
The aforesaid slots 38 are adapted to receive therein 

connecting members indicated generally by reference nu 
meral 40, which may be of various types and shapes such 
as shown, for example, in FIGS. 7 through 10, inclusive. 
Any suitable connector may be used so long as it has 
enlarged end portions connected together by reduced 
diameter portions. For example, the connector 40 of 
FIG. 7 may comprise a ball-chain type comprising balls 
42 linked together by short lengths of wire 44 to afford 
a ?exible connecting means. Chains of the proper length 
are selected and inserted into the slots 38 at the reduced 
diarneter portions which comprise the wires 44. The end 
balls 42 of the chain connectors are larger in diameter 
than the width of the slot 38, hence bear against the 
inner surfaces of the adjacent molding strip segment and 
are retained in position thereby. To insure that they are 
retained and do not fall out of the slots the marginal edges 
of the framed photo assembly, such as, for example, the 
beasel or backing member 36, the filler member 34, and 
the photo 30, bear against the balls 42 and retain the 
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same within the slot preventing their ready removal there 

~ from. 

In FIGS. 1 and 3 of the drawings it will be noted that 
the connecting chain is of a sufficient length to afford a 
?exible connection such as for hanging purposes. In 
FIG. 2 of the drawings the length of the connector 40 is 
limited so that only one ball is positioned between the 
two adjacent picture frames. This makes the connection 
less ?exible and in effect provides a hinge-type connecting 
means. 

In FIGS. 8, 9 and 10 of the drawings other forms of 
connectors are shown which are primarily of the in?ex 
ible type. Thus, for example, in FIG. 8 of the drawings 
the connector 40a comprises two balls 42a immovably 
connected by a stiff wire member 44a. 

In ‘FIG. 9 of the drawings an in?exible connector mem 
ber ig?b is shown which is generally of “I-shape” and in 
clude short end legs 46 connected by a central web 48. 

Finally, in FIG. 10 of the drawings, still another em 
bodiment 400 is illustrated. In this embodiment the con 
nector is channel-shaped with end leg members 50 in 
tegrally formed with a side web member 52 connecting 
the end members. 

It should be obvious that when framed photographs or 
pictures are connected together with the connecting means 
described hereinabove, only one hanging or mounting 
member (hook, nail or the like) associated with the top 
frame is necessary to hang a whole assembly or plurality 
of connected frames on a wall or the like. 
From the above description and drawings it should be 

apparent that I have provided a simple, inexpensive but 
effective means for connecting a plurality of photo frames 
together for purposes of either hanging display on vertical 
walls or surfaces or upright display on horizontal sur 
faces. The means may readily be incorporated into con 
ventional standard photo frames of a type now available 
and popular. 

It is believed that my invention, its mode of construc 
tion and assembly, and many of its advantages, should 
be readily understood from the foregoing without fur 
ther description, and it should also be manifest that while 
preferred embodiments of the invention have been shown 
and described for illustrative purposes, the structural de 
tails are nevertheless capable of wide variation within 
the purview of my invention as de?ned in the appended 
claims. 
What I claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent 

of the United States is: 
1. A photo frame of the character described compris 

ing at least one strip of substantially channel-shaped 
molding material miter cut and bent to form 

an enclosure having a plurality of sides; 
a plurality of members including a photograph or pic 

ture adapted to ?t within said enclosure with at least 
some of the marginal edges of said member posi 
tioned in the channels of said molding strip; 

at least one of said sides having slots formed therein; 
and 

connecting means associated with said slots for joining 
together a plurality of said photo frames. 

2. The photo frame of claim 1 in which some of said 
sides have an inclined front segment, an integrally formed 
side segment and an integrally formed rear segment; 

at least one of said sides has said slots formed trans 
versely in said side segment and aligned slots formed 
in said rear segment. 

3. The photo frame of claim 2 in which at least one of 
said sides is formed without a rear segment. 

4. The photo frame of claim 1 in which said connect 
ing means comprises members having intermediate sec 
tions of a cross-sectional dimension enabling the same 
to readily be inserted in said slots; and end section so 
shaped or sized as to insure the retention of said end 
segments within said slots. 
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5. The photo frame of claim 4 wherein the marginal 

edges of some of said members bear against the end sec 
tions of said'connecting means to retain the same within 
said slots. 

6. The photo frame of claim 5 wherein said connecting 
means comprises a plurality of balls connected one to 
the other by short lengths of wire. 

7. The photo frame of claim 5 wherein said connecting 
means comprises an “I-shape” member having a pair of 
end legs integrally formed with a central web. 

8. The photo frame of claim 5 wherein said connect 
ing means comprises a member of substantially channel 
shaped cross-section. 

9. The photo frame of claim 5 wherein said slots are 
formed in the adjacent upright sides of said frames and 
said connecting means serve as hinges enabling said photo 
frames to be displayed in upright position on a horizontal 
surface. 
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10. The photo frame of claim 5 wherein said slots are 

formed in pairs spaced one from the other, one pair of 
said slots being formed in the top side of one frame and 
another pair of slots being formed in the bottom, side of 
the adjacent frame, and said connecting means associated 
with said slots to enable said frames to be displayed in 
vertical hanging relationship on a vertical surface. 
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