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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

An improved traffic signal attachment having self-on 
tained means to indicate to drivers and pedestrians the 
amount of time remaining before a green light is changed 
to red, thus informing the person whether there is suffi 
cient time for him to cross the intersection safely. 

This invention relates generally to traflic si-gnals. 
A principal object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved traflic circle amber light which will visually 
indicate to a motorist or a pedestrian the amount of time 
remaining before the green light is switched off to a red 
light, so that he may determine whether he should `at 
tempt or not attempt to cross the intersection within the 
time remaining of a green light signal. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a trañ‘ìc circle amber light which comprises an individual 
unit which is readily securable to a conventional traffic 
signal such as is presently used at intersections of streets 
and highways. 

Yet a further object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a trañ’ic circle amber light which is readily fitted over 
the green light signal lens ̀ and which is accordingly oper 
ated 'by the -green li ht. 

Still another olrjgect of the present invention is to pro 
vide a traffic circle amber light which includes a plurality 
of lamps therewithin which are in sequence turned on, 
and which when are all turned on, indici-ate the instances 
of the trati’ic light change. 

Other objects of the present invention are to provide a 
traiiic circle amber light which is simple in design, inex 
pensive to manufacture, rugged in construction, easy to 
use and eilicient in operation. 

These and other objects will be readily evident upon a 
study of the following specification and the accompany 
ing drawing wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective View of the present invention 
shown in relative position for being mounted upon a traf 
ñc sign-al of conventional design; 

FIG. 2 is a front elevation view thereof shown in 
mounted position upon a traiiic signal; 

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken on the line 3_3 
of FIG. 2 shown enlarged; 
FIG. 4 is an electrical diagram showing the operation 

of the present invention; 
FIG. 5 is a front elevation view of one type of lamp to 

be used within the present invention. 
lReferring now to the drawing in detail, the reference 

numeral 10 represents a trañic circle amber light, accord 
ing to the present invention, wherein there is a generally 
circular shaped assembly 11 having a central opening of 
circular configuration 12. 
The assembly 11 comprises a life saver or doughnut 

conñgurated housing 13 which will readily snap over a 
shield 14 of a trañ‘ic signal 15, as shown in FIG. l of the 
drawing. 
The housing 13 encloses ya circular chamber 16 there 

within, the chamber containing a plurality of lamps 17 
all around. The lamps 17 maybe of incandescent or neon 
type as preferred by the manufacturer. Upon the front 
side of the housing 13, there Aare a plurality of lenses 18 
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through which light rays from the lamps 17 may travel 
outwardly for being viewed by motorist or pedestrians. 

Within the housing 13 each lamp 17 is provided with 
a timer 19 and a photo-electric cell 20, each of which is 
connected by means of Iappropriate wiring 21 to an elec 
tric source of power 22, that may "be either self-contained 
or connected to the wiring of the tratiic signal. As is shown 
in FIGS. 1 and 3 of the drawing, the housing 13 is pro 
vided with a plurality of openings 23 upon its inner side 
Wall ‘24 which may be aligned with Ia plurality of openings 
25 upon the shield 14 of the traffic signal so as to permit 
light rays from the trañic signal lamp 26 passing through 
the traffic signal green lens 27 to enter the chamber lr6/of 
the housing 13 Where the light rays 2v8 may affect the 
photoelectric cell 20. 
The timer 19 is provided with a manually controlled 

selector knob 29 which is pre-set so that each lamp v17 is 
differently timed from the other in sequence. 

In operative use, the traffic circle amber light 10 is in 
stalled upon the traffic signal green lens shield as shown. 
The wiring 22 from the unit is connected to an electrical 
source within the traffic signal. When the ‘green lamp of the 
traffic signal is turned on, it will send forth light rays 28 
which will activ-ate all of the photoelectric cells instantly 
at the same time. Each of the photoelectric cells will ac 
cordingly activate the respective timers. A first of the 
timers which is adjusted to trip a self-contained switch 
first will cause the first lamp 17 to be turned on thus indí 
cating to the driver or pedestrian through the lens 18 that 
a portion of the duration of the green light has elapsed. In 
sequence, an adjacent lamp then becomes turned on after 
a lapse of a pre-set Lamount of time. Thus in sequence all 
the lamps become turned on in spaced apart time until all 
the lights of the lamp 17 are on, at which time the entire 
circle of lamps are glowing to cause the entire ring of 
lenses 18 to glow an ambered colored light to warn the 
pedestrian or motorist that the time is up for the green 
light and that the red light of the traii'ic signal is about to 
be switched on. ` 

Thus there has been provided an improved trafiìc sig 
nal attachment which will permit safety on highways at 
their intersection. 
While various changes may be made in the detailed 

construction, such changes may comprise features where 
in the complete amber unit would remain in an on posi 
tion for three or four seconds after the green light is 
turned out and it may include also various preferred fea 
tures which will fit within the present constructional de 
sign. Likewise the device may be used as a count-down 
arrangement. 

I claim: . 

1. In a traiiic circle amber light, the combination of an 
attachment around a green lightl of a trañ‘ic signal, said 
attachment being fitted around the green light conven 
tional shield, said attachment providing an amber signal 
means, said attachment including a plurality of lamps 
therewithin and a plurality of amber lenses, one of said 
lenses being for each of said lamps, wherein said attach 
ment comprises a circular configurated housing having a 
central opening into which said traffic signal green light 
shield may be fitted, said housing including a central 
chamber of circular configuration therewithin, said lamps 
being located within said chamber, means for activating 
said lamps, wherein each of said lamps is connected to an 
electrical source of power and a timer in series, said 
timer being activated by photoelectric cell, wherein said 
housing is provided on its inner wall with a plurality of 
openings, each of said openings being in alignment with 
one of said lamps Within said housing chamber, each of 
said openings of said inner wall being in alignment with 
an opening in said shield of said traffic signal, and each of 
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said openings of said attachment in said inner wall being 
in alignment with one of said photoelectric cells. 

2. The combination as set forth in claim 1 wherein 
each of said timers is pre-set to operate upon a diiferent 
time length than the other of said timers whereby said 
lamps may be turned on in spaced apart sequence until 
all said lamps are turned on by said traffic signal green 
light. 

3. A trafñc signal attachment, removably afñxed to a 
standard trafñc signal and adapted to be used in a sur 
rounding relationship to one of the lenses of the standard 
traffic signal comprising a generally toroidal shaped hous 
ing having at least two compartments wherein each com 
partment has, operatively connected, a lens, a light source, 
a preset timer, a power source, and a photo responsive 
switch whereby upon actuation of said switch said light is 
illuminated for a predetermined period of time. 

4. The attachment of claim 3 wherein said toroidal 
shaped housing is adapted to snap over the shield of a 
standard trafñc signal, and wherein said photo responsive 
switches are located on the inner wall of said toroidal 
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housing and are adapted to respond to changes in flux 
emitted from said trañ‘ic signal. 

5. The attachment of claim 3 wherein said toroidal 
housing has four compartments and further wherein each 
compartment has an amber lens contained in the aper 
tured wall portion perpendicular to the plane of the tor 
oidal whereby light emitted from said light source will 
be seen when viewing said standard trañîc signal. 
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