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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A spacing device for clothing hangers and the like and 
having a plurality of longitudinally spaced apertures for 
maintaining hangers in a spaced apart relation, ingress 
and egress slits being provided for insertion and removal 
of a hanger neck from each aperture. 

This invention relates to improvements in spacing de 
vices for maintaining clothing hangers and the like in a 
spaced apart relation. 

In laundry and cleaning establishments, after an article 
of apparel has been laundered or cleaned, the same are 
frequently placed on clothing hangers which are then 
hung on a rack or bar, usually in a tightly packed relation 
with the apparel hung thereon being crushed together. 
When there are several articles of apparel, on separate 
hangers, for a single order, the hanger necks may be tied 
together to indicate that all of the apparel on such 
hangers belong to a single order and will normally be 
picked up by the delivery man and delivered to the cus 
tomer in this tied together apparel crushing relation. 
When this procedure is used in connection with shirts, for 
instance, the collars of the shirts will frequently become 
crushed and wrinkled when the hangers receiving the 
same are tightly compressed or tied together. The primary 
object of this invention is the provision of a spacing de 
vice for clothing hangers and the like whereby the 
hangers will be maintained in a spaced apart position 
from one another, thus preventing crushing or wrinkling 
of the apparel received thereon. 
A further object is the provision of a spacing device for 

clothing hangers and the like whereby the apparel of a 
single order, received on separate clothing hangers, may 
be grouped or segregated together for delivery purposes 
and will be retained in a spaced apart relation whereby 
to prevent crushing or wrinkling of the apparel received 
thereon. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
come apparent during the course of the following detailed 
description, taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawing, forming a portion of the speci?cation and in 
which drawing: 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of my improved spacing 
device. 
FIG. 2 is a transverse sectional view taken substantially 

on the line 2-—2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a perspective View showing how my improved 

spacing device may be used in connection with clothing 
hangers. - 

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view showing a plurality of 
clothing hangers grouped together in a spaced apart 
relation through use of my improved spacing device. 

In the drawing, wherein for the purpose of illustration 
is shown a preferred embodiment of the invention, and 
wherein similar reference characters designate corres 
ponding parts throughout the several views, the letter A 
may generally designate ‘by improved spacing device; B a 
clothing hanger; and C a hanger or rack for supporting 
the clothing hangers B. 

Spacing device A preferably comprises an elongated 
body portion 10 having a plurality of apertures 11 which 

2 
extend through and are longitudinally spaced along body 
portion 10. A plurality of slits 12 may be provided in 
body portion 10, one slit for each aperture 11, each such 
slit extending from an exterior edge 13 of body portion 
10 to communication with an aperture 11. Each slit 12 
has confronting faces 14 and 15, as shown in FIG. 3, 

- which confronting faces are normally substantially in 
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abutment with each other, as shown in FIG. 1. 
As shown in FIG. 2, body portion 10 is preferably 

arcuately curved ' transverse to the longitudinal axis 
thereof, inv order to give the spacing device sufficient 

‘ longitudinal rigidity to normally retain clothing hangers 
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B in a spaced apart position. 
In order to preventand avoid some degree of weaken 

ing of the longitudinal rigidity by the provision of slits 12, 
slits 12 preferably each extend from an aperture 11 at an 
angle with respect to the radius of the curve of arcuate 
body portion 10. 

Clothing hangers B may be of any conventional type, 
the form shown including an apparel receiving portion 16, 
a hanger neck 17, and a hook portion 18. Apertures 11 
are preferably of a dimension to freely receive a hanger 
neck 17, as shown in FIG. 3. Clothing hangers B are 
normally received by spacing device A by insertion of 
the neck 17 of the hanger through a slit 12, and into an 
aperture 11, as shown at the extreme left hand side of 
FIG. 3. Slits 12 are spread apart during insertion of a 
clothing hanger B, and it thus becomes obvious that body 
portion 10 of spacing device A must have su?icient resili 
ency to permit the confronting faces 14 and 15 of each 
slit 12 to recover after insertion of a hanger neck 17, so 
that the confronting faces of such slit will return to a 
normal substantially abutting relation and maintain a 
hanger neck 17 within an aperture 11. 

Spacing devices A may be of any material which will 
provide the necessary longitudinal rigidity and have the 
necessary resiliency as set forth above. They may, for 
instance, be made of plastic, pressed paper, etc. 

For grouping and segregation of the articles of one 
order in a group, the spacing devices may be color coded 
for identi?cation and grouping purposes. Also, since it 
is impossible to predict how many individual items may 
comprise a single order, my improved spacing device 
could be provided in a continuous strip from which could 
be cut the length necessary to receive the hangers of a 
single order. 
The invention has been primarily developed and is 

primarily intended for use in connection with clothing 
vhangers, however, it is to be understood that the same 
might be readily adapted as a spacing device for other 
types of articles or members. The same might also ?nd 
usefulness as a permanent spacing device for the storage 
of garments in the home. 

Various changes in the shape, size and arrangement of 
parts may be made to the form of invention herein shown 
and described without departing from the spirit of the 
invention. 

I claim: 
1. A spacing device for maintaining a group of cloth 

ing hangers in a spaced apart position a su?icient distance 
from each other to prevent crushing of articles supported 
by the hangers, said spacing device including an elon 
gated body portion provided with a plurality of hanger 
neck receiving apertures therethrough, said hanger neck 
receiving apertures being of a dimension to receive a 
hanger neck thereon and being spaced longitudinally 
along said body portion for receiving and spacing apart 
hanger necks received by said apertures, a plurality of 
slits, one for each hanger neck receiving aperture, each 
slit having confronting faces that are normally substan— 
tially in abutment with each other, said slits extending 



3,523,590 
3 

through’ said body portion from one exterior edge thereof . 
and into communication with a hanger neck receiving 
aperture opening whereby the neck of a hanger to be 
received by said spacing device may be inserted through 
a slit and into a hanger neck receiving aperture, said body 
portion having su?icient longitudinal rigidity to normally 
retain hanger necks received by said apertures in a 
spaced apart position and being sul?ciently resilient 
whereby to permit the confronting faces of a slit to 
spread apart on insertion therebetween of a hanger neck 
and to recover thereafter so that the confronting faces of 
such slit will return to a normal substantially abutting 
relation after the hanger neck has passed therethrough. 

2. A spacing device as set forth in claim 1 wherein said 
body portion is arcuately curved transverse to the longi 
tudinal axis thereof. 

3. A spacing device as speci?ed in claim 2 wherein 

' 4 

said slits are extendant at an angle other than a right 
angle with respect to the longitudinal axis of said arcuate 
body portion. - 
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