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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A harness device for supporting binoculars and the like, 

including a pair of elongate ?exible straps connected to 
the conventional coupling elements on binoculars, and en 
circling the thoracic area of the user so that the binocu 
lars are suspended against the chest of the user. One por 
tion of the harness straps extending transversely across 
the body thereof along the drainage edge of the layers. 
The reinforcing members extend in a direction parallel 
to the mutually parallel layers. These reinforcing mem 
bers have a greater mechanical strength than the layers 
to protect the layers from deformation. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Binoculars, cameras and other small hand-type instru 
ments which are ordinarily raised to eye level during use 
are quite often carried by a user by suspending the instru 
ment from the neck so that the instrument hangs loosely 
adjacent the thoracic area of the user. With this arrange 
ment, the user comfortably can carry the instrument while 
having it available for ready use. However, it has been 
found that instruments, such as binoculars, when sus 
pended in this manner not only sometimes swing awk 
wardly when a user is walking, but the instrument dangles 
awkwardly, especially when a user is riding horseback, 
skiing or climbing. 1 

It is therefore a general object of this invention to pro 
vide a harness device which nicely suspends an instru 
ment, such as binoculars or the like, adjacent the chest of 
the user for ready use, but serves to hold the instrument 
in place against dangling movement when not in use. 

A BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES OF 
THE DRAWING 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustrating the harness de 
vice applied to user for clamping a pair of binoculars 
when the latter are not being used, 
FIG. 2 is a rear perspective of the harness device il 

lustrating its relationship to a wearer when a pair of 
when the latter are not being used, 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of the harness 

device applied to a pair of binoculars and illustrating the 
cooperation therewith when the binoculars are in clamped 
relation, and 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view illustrating 

a slightly modi?ed form of the harness device. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
Referring now to the drawings and more speci?cally to 

FIGS. 1 through 3, it will be seen that one embodiment 
of the novel harness device, designated generally by the 
reference numeral 10, is thereshown. The harness device 
10 includes a pair of similar elongate ?exible straps 11 
each being formed of a suitable ?exible, preferably re 
silient material to permit stretching thereof. Each strap 
11 has a pair of clasps 12 secured thereto, each clasp be 
ing connected to one end of each strap. Each clasp 12 
includes a jaw 13 pivotally connected to a jaw 14 by a 
pivot 15, the jaw 14 being secured to the end of the as 
sociated strap. The ends of the straps are each looped as 
at 16 and pass through the opening between the jaws 13 
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and 14 so that the respective eifective lengths of the straps 
may be readily adjusted. These clasps 12 are of conven 
tional well-known construction. 
‘The loops 16 at opposite ends of each strap is provided 

with an annular coupling ring 17 as best seen in FIG. 3. 
Each strap 17 has a coupling member 18 secured thereto. 
A coupling member 18 is of one piece construction formed 
of a suitable metallic material and includes an eyelet 19 
at one end thereof through which one of the coupling 
rings 17 extends. The coupling member 18- includes a 
larger loop portion 20 which extends through the aper 
tured coupling elements 21 on the binoculars B. Each cou 
pling member 18 includes a resilient arm 22 which is 
normally urged against the arcuate end portion of the 
loop 20 of the coupling member. The resilient arm may 
be urged out of engaging relation with the loop of the 
coupling member to permit connection and disconnec 
tion thereof with respect to the coupling elements on the 
binoculars B. 
One of the straps 11 has the small buckle 23 secured to 

the coupling ring 17 at one end thereof. Referring now 
to FIG. 3, it will be seen that the buckle 23 is bent at one 
end thereof to form the arcuate friction element 24 which 
frictionally engages the coupling ring 17 to which it is 
attached. The buckle 23 is also bent to form a hook 25 
which releasably engages the coupling ring 17 on the other 
strap 11. 

In use, the straps 11 of the harness device are each 
connected to the coupling elements 21 of the binoculars 
13 by means of the coupling members 18. The binoculars 
B will be positioned at the chest or thoracic region of the 
user and each strap 11 will pass upwardly over the shoul 
der of a wearer to de?ne a shoulder engaging portion 26. 
Each strap then passes diagonally downwardly to de?ne 
a back engaging portion, and it will be noted that the back 
engaging portions cross each other as best seen in FIGS. 2 
and 3. Each strap then extends forwardly and transversely 
across the thoracic area of the user to de?ne a retain 
ing portion 28, these portions being detachably connected 
together by means of the buckle 23. 
When a user or wearer is not :using the binoculars, 

then the retaining portion 28‘ is positioned against the 
outer surface of the binoculars as best seen in FIG. 1, 
so that the binoculars are held against the chest of the 
user. Thus if a user is involved in running, skiing, horse 
back riding, mountain climbing or the like, the binocu 
lars will be very comfortably and nicely held against the 
thoracic region of the user even though that portion of 
the user’s body is not maintained in an upright posi 
tion. If the user desires to use the binoculars B, then 
it is merely necessary to remove the retaining portion 28 
of the straps 11 from overlying relation with respect to 
the binoculars, and the binoculars B may then be raised 
to eye level for use as best seen in FIG. 2. The binocu~ 
lars B may be readily replaced or returned to the re 
taining position by positioning the retaining portion 28 
of the straps 11 over the binoculars. It will be appreci 
ated that while the harness device 10‘ has been illustrated 
in use with binoculars, the harness device is also in 
tended for use with other small instruments similar in 
size to binoculars and requiring positioning of such an 
instrument adjacent the eyes for use. It will be further 
pointed out that the harness device may be used in con 
junction with binocular cases as well as being applied 
directly to the binoculars. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, it will ‘be seen that a slight 
ly modi?ed form of the coupling member for connection 
to the binoculars is thereshown, and is designated general 
ly by the reference number 18a. The coupling member 
18a includes a small ?exible belt or strap having a buckle 
19a secured to one end thereof and having the other 
end portion thereof apertured to permit the pin of the 



3,526,347 
buckle to pass therethrough in a well-known manner. It 
will be noted that the buckle forms the strap into; _a pair 
of loops 20a, one of which is engaged by the ring 17 
and the other of which is secured to- one of the coupling 
elements 21 of the binoculars B. 

It will be noted that harness 10 serves to position the 
binoculars or other instrument comfortably in a position 
for ready use while preventing awkward dangling of the 
‘binoculars. The arrangement of the straps of the harness 
do not exert a load downwardly on the shoulders of the 
wearer thereby permitting the binoculars or other similar 
instrument to be carried in complete comfort. By posi 
tioning the buckle 23 centrally of the thoracic area of a 
user, the user may readily remove the harness as de 
sired. . 

From the foregoing description, it will be seen that I 
have provided a novel harness device for use in conjunc 
tion with binoculars and the like which is arranged and 
constructed to snugly hold the ‘binoculars against the 
thoracic region of a user when not in use but Permitting 
a user to readily position the binoculars adjacent the 
eyes when it is desirable to use thesame. The above 
mentioned harness device not only may be comfortably 
worn ‘by wearer but positively connected to the binocu 
lars to preclude accidental dropping of the binoculars. 
Further, the present harness device permits the binocu 
lars to be loosely suspended without engagement by the 
retaining position so that the binoculars may be readily 
raised for sighting if it is so desired. 
Thus it will ‘be seen that I have provided a novel and 

improved harness device, which is not only of simple and 
inexpensive construction, but one which functions in a 
more e?icient manner than any heretofore known com 
parable device. 

It will, of course, ‘be understood that various changes 
may be made in the form, details, arrangement and pro 
portions of the various parts without departing from the 
scope of my invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. In combination with a pair of binoculars having a 

pair of apertured coupling elements thereon, 
a harness device for supporting lbinoculars adjacent 

the front thoracic area of the user, 
a pair of elongate resilient ?exible straps, a ?rst pair 

of substantially identical coupling rings each secured 
to one end portion of each strap, a pair of coupling 
elements each being secured to one of said coupling 
rings and each being releasably connected to said 
coupling elements of the binoculars, 

a second pair of substantially identical coupling rings 
on the respective other ends of said straps, a buckle 
element secured to one of said rings releasably and 
frictionally engaging the other ring to secure said 
other ends of the straps together, the straps of said 
harness when applied to a user and attached to the 
coupling elements of said binoculars serving to po 
sition the binocular adjacent the frontal thoracic 
area of a user, said straps extending upwardly from 
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the binocular over the shoulders of a user to de?ne 
shoulder engaging portions, said straps extending di 
agrammatically downwardly from said shoulder en 
gaging portions and crossing each other adjacent the 
rear thoracic area of a user to de?ne back-engaging 
portions, said straps then extending forwardly from 
the ‘back-engaging portions and transversely across 
the frontal thoracic area of a user to de?ne inter 
connected retaining portions, said interconnected re 
taining portions being positioned against the outer 
surface of the ‘binoculars and in opposed relation 
with respect to the coupling elements on the binocu 
lars to releasably hold the same in place against the 
frontal thoracic area of a user. 

2. The harness device as de?ned in claim 1 wherein 
said coupling members are of elongate metallic loop con 
struction, each including a resilient arm portion and form 
ing a part of the loop, said arm being capable of being 
urged out of engaging relation with the remaining por 
tion of the associated coupling member to open the loop 
construction of each coupling member and allow the cou 
pling member to be disengaged from the coupling ele 
ment of the ‘binoculars. 

3. The harness device as de?ned in claim 1 wherein 
said coupling members each comprise an elongate strap, 
means on opposite end portions of said coupling strap 
releasably engaging each other to form the coupling strap 
into a pair of loops, one loop engaging one of said ?rst 
pair of coupling rings on one of the harness straps 
and the other loop releasably engaging a coupling element 
on the binoculars. 

4. The harness device as de?ned in claim 1 wherein 
each of said harness straps is provided with a clasp ad 
jacent each end thereof, each harness strap ‘being looped 
through the clasp attached thereto whereby an adjustable 
loop is formed at each end of each harness strap to per 
mit the effective length thereof to be readily adjusted. 
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