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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A carton having a cover panel adapted to be opened 
upon the removal of a tear strip is provided with an over 
wrap adapted to remain secured to the carton after the 
carton is opened. The overwrap is adhesively secured to 
the carton body along panels adjacent the cover panel 
along adhesive zones adjacent the tear strip so that upon 
the removal of the tear strip the adhesive bond between 
the carton and overwrap is not affected. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Overwrapped paperboard cartons are extremely popular 
as containers for various items and particularly food prod 
ucts. The overwrapping, if properly selected, in addition 
to providing a decorous facade for the carton exterior 
also serves to protect the freshness and purity of the 
carton’s contents. Cellophane, waxed paper, and aluminum 
foil are used extensively as overwraps because of their 
capability to be sealed in an air tight manner and because 
of their water repellency. These materials are also well 
suited for use as overwraps for consumer products be 
cause of the relative ease and wide variety of ways in 
which they can be imprinted. 
The principal objection to the use of overwrapped car 

tons has heretofore been based on the fact that once the 
carton is opened the overwrap has a tendency to separate 
from the carton leaving an unsightly and in many in 
stances an unidenti?able remainder. 

It is, therefore, a principal object of the present inven 
tion to provide an improved overwrapped carton of paper 
board stock which may readily be ?lled, sealed and opened 
and, which when opened will retain its overwrapping. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

These and other objects and advantages are attained 
in accordance with the present invention by providing a 
carton having a cover panel adapted to be opened upon the 
removal of a tear strip with a suitable overwrap. The 
overwrap is adhesively secured to the carton along ad 
hesive zones adjacent to the tear strip but spaced apart 
therefrom. Upon the removal of the tear strip and the 
fracturing of that portion of the overwrap directly over 
the tear strip, the remainder of the overwrap remains 
securely a?ixed to the opened carton. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

In the accompanying drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a paperboard carton 

which may be provided with an overwrap in accordance 
with the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a view similar to FIG. 1 depicting the carton, 

the overwrap, and the adhesive zones; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the wrapped carton of 

FIG. 2 partially opened; 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view depicting the fully opened 

carton of FIG. 3 depicting the overwrap securely main 
tained in position; 
FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 2 for an alternate 

carton construction; 
FIG. 6 is a view similar to FIG. 4 for the carton of 

FIG. 5; 
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FIG. 7 is a view similar to FIG. 2 for a second alternate 
carton construction; and, 
FIG. 8 is a view similar to FIG. 4 for the second alter 

nate embodiment of FIG. 7. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Reference is now made to the drawings wherein similar 
parts shown in the various views are designated by similar 
reference numerals and wherein areas to which adhesive 
materials are to be applied are depicted as being speckled. 
In FIG. 1 a sealed paperboard carton 10 is depicted as 
generally including a front wall panel 12, a rear wall panel 
(not depicted), a top wall panel 14, a bottom panel (not 
depicted) and end wall panels formed of end ?ap 16, and 
tabs 18 and 20. The carton may be top or end ?lled, this 
aspect of the carton construction being immaterial to the 
present disclosure. A tear strip 22 provides access to the 
carton interior after the carton is closed in a manner 
well known in the art. After the tear strip is removed 
and the carton opened, the top panel which is hingedly con 
nected to the rear Wall panel at 34 serves as a cover panel 
which can thereafter be repeatedly opened and closed. 
Carton 36 of FIG. 5 is similarly top opening and carton 46 
depicted in FIG. 7 is end opening. 

In each of the cartons depicted, the tear strip serves 
to secure the panel to be opened to one or more of the 
remaining panels of the carton. Similarly, the panel which 
is to serve as a cover panel is hingedly connected to the 
rest of the carton. Thus, in FIG. 3 it can be seen that 
the top cover panel 14 is hingedly connected to the rear 
along score line 32 and connected to front panel 12 by the 
tear strip 22. In FIG. 5 carton 36 has its top cover panel 
38 hingedly connected to a rear panel and secured to the 
front and end walls 40 and 42 by tear strip 44. Carton 
46 which is end opening has tear strip 48 securing the end 
cover ?aps 50 and 52 to one another. Each cover flap is 
hingedly connected to a side panel and in this regard flap 
50 is connected to panel 54 along score line 56 and 
cover ?ap 52 is connected to the rear side panel along 
score line 58. Since for purposes of the present invention 
of the carton construction are immaterial, the following 
discussion will be directed primarily at the embodiment 
depicted in FIGS. 1 through 4. 

After carton 10 is ?lled and closed, it is wrapped in an 
overwrap 24 which may originally be in the form of a 
sheet of cellophane, Saran, aluminum foil, Wax paper, or 
any other suitable material. The overwrap may be pre 
printed with any desired advertising or identifying mate 
rial. 

Generally rectangular carton 10 is overwrapped in a 
standard manner. That is, the carton bottom is ?rst posi 
tioned on the overwrap, the overwrap is then drawn over 
the top and down the front or rear of the carton and there 
after the edges are folded inwardly. In order to secure the 
overwrap to the carton an adhesive is applied to the carton 
panels adjacent the tear strip. A similar adhesive zone 30 
may be provided about the front and sides of the top cover 
panel. This requires that an adhesive free zone 32 be 
interposed between the adhesive zone 30 and the top 
peripheral edges. 

Present overwrap contains within the coating a heat 
sealing agent so that heat alone is required to adhere the 
overwrap to the carton. 
The carton 10 is opened by tearing and removing strip 

22 and simultaneously tearing the section of overwrap 
directly overlying the tear strip. Alternatively, the carton 
may be designed so that the overwrap must ?rst be torn 
overlying the tear strip prior _to the removal of the strip. 
In any event after the tear strip is removed the carton 
may easily be opened by raising the top panel thereby 
causing the overwrap overlying the top panel end to 
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tear from front to rear. The tearing of the overwrap will 
be con?ned adjacent to the cover panel 14. The construc 
tion of the carton depicted in FIG. 5 is identical to that 
of the primary embodiment with the exception that the 
adhesive zone 60 on the carton front panel also extends 
to the end panels. This is necessary since tear strip 44 
removes stock located on both the front and end panels. 
The carton depicted in FIG. 7 is end opening and in 

this regard end ?aps 50 and 52 are adapted to form the 
cover panels when tear strip 48 is removed. The cover 
panels are hingedly connected along score lines 56 and 58 
to the side panels of the carton. The adhesive zone 60 
is located adjacent score line 56 in a manner similar to 
that in which the adhesive zones for the other embodi 
ments are disposed. Tear strip 48 serves to open the 
carton and, when the tear strip is removed the overwrap 
which is secured to the carton at adhesive zone 60 will 
remain secured to the carton. In all the embodiments 
after the carton is opened the overwrap remains secured 
to the sides of the carton ?xed in position by the adhesive 
zones. Future opening and closing of the cartons will not 
affect the overwrap which will not become disengaged 
from the carton during use. 

It should be apparent that various modi?cations may be 
made from the disclosed embodiments of my invention 
without departing from the scope of the invention. In 
this regard, it is particularly noted that variations may 
be made in the construction of the carton. The true scope 
of my invention is to be determined by the appended 
claims: 

I claim: 
1. An improved carton having interengaged end wall 

panels, side wall panels, and top and bottom panels, at 
least one of said panels being hingedly connected to 
an adjacent panel and adapted to form a cover for the 
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carton, a tear strip removably connected to an edge of 
said cover panel and coupling said cover panel to an 
adjacent panel, said tear strip being adapted to be removed 
so as to enable said cover panel to be opened and alford 
access to the carton interior, and an overwrap completely 
wrapped about said carton exterior prior to the removal 
of the tear strip and adhesively secured to the carton 
along at least one adhesive zone disposed in said cover 
panel and in the panel adjacent said cover panel to which 
said tear strip is coupled, whereby when said tear strip 
is removed and the carton opened, said overwrap remains 
secured to said carton. 

2. The invention in accordance with claim 1 wherein 
said cover panel comprises the carton top panel, said 
tear strip couples the top panel to the carton front panel, 
and said adhesive zone is disposed in said front panel. 

3. The invention in accordance with claim 1 wherein 
said cover panel comprises the carton top panel, said 
tear strip couples said top panel to the front and end 
panels, and said adhesive zone is disposed on the carton 
front panel. 
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