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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A locking device comprising a housing having a com 
partment for enclosing an electrical plug, such as an 
appliance plug. A socket is mounted in the housing ad 
jacent the compartment and is connected to a line cord 
which in turn is connected to a conventional electrical 
power source. The socket is adapted to receive the elec 
trical plug. A key-actuated switch is mounted in the 
housing and interposed between the socket and power 
source for opening or closing the electrical circuit. The 
device is provided with means for permanently sealing the 
electrical plug within the housing compartment after the 
plug is inserted into the socket. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to electrical connectors 
and circuit breakers with unauthorized-use preventing 
means. In particular, this invention pertains to a locking 
device for use with electrical appliance plug to prevent 
the unauthorized use of the appliances. 
The closest prior art includes many devices for pre 

venting the unauthorized use of appliances. These de 
vices fall generally into two groups: ( 1) keylock re 
ceptacles for appliance cord plugs; and (2) plugs which 
contain key~operated disabling means. The devices of the 
?rst group have the disadvantage of being too cumber 
some to use because whenever the appliance is to be 
operated, the plug must be removed from the receptacle 
and inserted into an electrical outlet. The second group of 
articles have the disadvantage of having to be substituted 
for the conventional plug normally found on the appli 
ance, by either the manufacturer or the consumer of the 
appliance. 

Therefore, an object of this invention is to provide a 
locking device which can be permanently connected to 
existing electrical plugs and which is easy to install and 
operate. A further object of this invention is to provide a 
locking device which can be economically manufactured 
and sold to the consuming public at a relatively low 
price. Additional objects of this invention will become 
manifest from the description, drawings, and claims. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The device of this invention includes a housing con 
taining a compartment for retaining a conventional elec 
trical appliance plug and a socket mounted in the hous 
ing adjacent the compartment. The socket is electrically 
connected to a line cord which terminates in a conven 
tional plug, and a key-actuated switch is interposed in the 
line between the socket and the cord. The switch is 
mounted in the housing with the keyhole being externally 
accessible. The appliance plug is inserted into the socket 
and is enclosed within the compartment provided for it. 
A cover is permanently secured to the compartment by 
drive screws or like means so that the appliance plug 
cannot be removed without destroying the locking device. 
When the device is connected to a nappliance, the appli 

' time can be controlled by the key-operated switch so that 
the appliance can be secured against unauthorized use. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view with parts exploded. FIG. 
2 is a side elevation view of the embodiment of FIG. 1 
with portions broken away and shown in cross section. 
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 3--3 
of FIG. 2. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIG. 1 of the drawings, an appliance 
locking device 10 of this invention is shown. This device 
includes a housing 12 having a compartment 14 for hold 
ing a conventional appliance plug, such as the three 
pronged plug 16 shown in FIG. 3. The housing 12 is pref 
erably constructed of plastic or other suitable non-con 
ductive material. The plug 16 is inserted into a socket 
18 which is retained by a mounting plate 20‘. The cord 
17 of the appliance is guided about a post 19 (see FIG. 
3) and through an opening 21 in the housing 12. While 
a three-hole grounded type socket 18 and three-prong 
grounded type plugs 16 and 24 are shown, a two-hole 
ungrounded receptacle and ungrounded two-prong plugs 
may be employed for use with conventional two-pronged 
electrical plugs. In the latter system, two wire connections 
would be employed so that the ground connection 28 
would be eliminated. 

Referring to FIG. 3, it will be seen that the socket 18 
is electrically connected to a line cord 22 which terminates 
in a plug 24. The socket 18 is connected to the line 22 
by wire 26 and wire nut 30‘. A ground wire 28, shown in 
dotted lines in FIG. 3, extends between the socket 18 and 
the line 22, wire 28 being connected to the line 22 by a 
wire nut 32, also shown in dotted lines in FIG. 3. 

Interposed between the socket and the line 22 is a 
switch 34. The switch is electrically ‘connected to the 
socket at terminal 35 by wire 36 and is connected to the 
line 22 at terminal 38. The line cord 22 extends from the 
switch 34 about a post 37, through guides 39, into the 
compartment 14, and out of an opening 40 in the hous 
ing 12. The switch is actuated by a removable key 42, 
which is movable between open and closed positions. The 
switch is mounted within the housing 12 and the keyhole 

a is externally accessible. While any suitable key-operated 
switch may be employed in this invention, I have found 
that a 15 amp., 120 to 277 volt A.C. single pole, lock-type 
switch manufactured by Pass and Seymour, Inc., Catalog 
No. ACD—l1-L, gives satisfactory performance. 

In FIG. 1 a cover 44 is shown for the compartment 
14. After the appliance cord is connected to the socket 
18, the cover 44 is placed on the ledges 45 provided 
therefor and is permanently fastened to the housing 12 
by drive screws 46 and 48 or other suitable means. The 
drive screws 46 and 48 are inserted through openings 50 
and 52 in the cover 44 and into holes 54 and 56 provided 
in the housing 12. The screws are tapped into place (as 
shown in FIG. 2) by a hammer or other suitable means, 
and once inserted cannot be removed without destroying 
the device. Only two screws are necessary in the illus 
trated embodiment because one end 58 of the cover is 
inserted under an overhanging portion 60 (FIG. 2) of 
the top of the portion of the housing adjacent the com 
partment 14. 

Although drive screws are speci?cally disclosed, other 
suitable permanent fastening means may be employed. 
Also, the cover may be connected to the housing in other 
convenient ways than the one described hereinbefore. 

While a speci?c embodiment of this invention has been 
described above, it should be understood that the inven 
tion is not limited thereto since many modi?cations may 
be made; and it is contemplated, therefore, to cover by 
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the following claims any such modi?cations as fall within 
the true spirit and scope of this invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A locking device for an electrical plug comprising: 
(1) a housing; 
(2) a compartment in said housing for enclosing said 

elcetrical plug, said compartment having an opening 
in one side to insert said plug; 

(3) a socket in said housing adjacent said compartment 
adapted to receive said electrical plug; 

(4) means disposed in said housing for supporting said 
socket; 

(5) an electric line cord connected to said socket, said 
cord extending out of said housing through an open 
ing therein and ‘terminating in a plug which is adapted 
to be inserted into a conventional electrical outlet; 

(6) a key-actuated switch in said line intermediate 
said socket and said line cord plug, said switch being 
movable between open and closed positions and being 
mounted in said housing with the keyhole externally 
accessible; 

(7) means for electrically connecting said socket with 
said switch so that when said switch is open said 
socket will be disabled; 

(‘8) means for permanently sealing said electrical plug 
within said housing, said means including a cover 
which ?ts over the opening in said compartment for 
said appliance plug and at least one fastening means 
which is adapted to permanently fasten said cover to 
said housing. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the housing has 
a top portion which extends part way across the top; the 
means for supporting said socket is a wall located inter 
mediate the ends of said housing and under said housing 
top portion so that a part of said housing top portion 
overhangs said wall, said wall supporting said socket so 
that the apertures in said socket for receiving the ap 
pliance plug face the plug enclosing compartment; and 
the cover which ?ts over the opening in said compart 
ment has one end which extends under the overhanging 
part of said housing top portion and has an aperture ad 
jacent the opposite end thereof, said housing having an 
aperture which corresponds to the aperture in said cover, 
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both of said apertures being adapted to receive said per 
manent fastening means. 

3. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein said housing 
and said compartment cover each have a plurality of 
corresponding apertures which are adapted to receive a 
plurality of fastening means. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein said housing and 
said compartment cover each have two corresponding 
apertures which are adapted to receive the fastening means 
and said fastening means comprises two drive screws. 

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the wall located 
in the housing describes a second compartment in said 
housing, said second compartment containing said key 
actuated switch and the means for electrically connecting 
said socket to said switch, said second compartment also 
containing that part of said electric line cord which is con 
nected to said socket. 

6‘. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein the wall has an 
opening through which the electric line cord passes into 
the plug enclosing compartment, said line cord passing 
out of said plug enclosing compartment through said 
opening in said housing for said line cord. 
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