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3,522,802 1 
U.S. PATENT 3,522,802 
TRACTION APPARATUS 

This invention relates to 
tient. 

It has heretofore been suggested that for various diseases 
and con ' ’ 

the application of traction to a pa 

tendency for the belt to slip and 
for the traction force to be taken substantially by the waist 
producing substantial discomfort. 
Among the objects of the invention are to provide a method 

and apparatus for more ef?ciently applying traction force to a 

In the drawings: 
FIG. l is a plan view ofa patient positioned in the apparatus 

embodying the invention. 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the apparatus shown in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary plan view of the traction belt por 
tion ofthe apparatus. 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary plan view ofa modi?ed form oftrac tion belt. 

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary-sectional view on an enlarged scale 
taken along the line 5-5 in FIG. 3. 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view 

taken along the line 6-6 in FIG. 3. 
Referring to FIGS. l and 2 the invention is adapted to be 

used for applying traction to a patient P when he is reclining 
on a bed 10 or similar support. Basically, a traction belt 11 is 
worn by the patient and the traction forces are supplied by a 
weight 12 which is connected to a rope l3 trained over a pul 
ley 15 that is mounted on the bed. In accordance with the in 

on an enlarged scale 

pendicular to the upper and outer portions of the pelvis and 
there is less tendency for slipping. 
More specifically, as shown in FIG. 3 the belt comprises 2 

extends across the small of the back and 
has pockets 16 in which stiffeners of whale bone, steel or the 

belt portions 18 extend across the waist while the lower belt 
portions 19 extend across the upper portions of the hips. 
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pad rest IS tightened to pro 
vide the greatest comfort for the patient. 

In the form of the invention shown in FIG. 4, traction belt 
35 is made so that it extends across the waist only and does not 
have an abdomen encircling portion. Speci?cally, the belt in 

I claim: 

1. In an apparatus for applying traction to 
tient, the combination comprising 

a belt having a back portion and bifurcated body encir 
cling front portions, 

one said bifurcated front 

a reclining pa 

portion of the belt adapted to 
extend across the waist of the torso of the patient, 

the other said bifurcated front portion of the belt adapted 
to extend across the abdomen of the patient, 

' pressure pads, 

means for supporting pads on the side of said upper por 
tions of said belt, 

the upper portion of the belt adapted to support said pres 
sure pads generally in overlying relation to the upper 
most and outermost portions of the pelvis, 

force applying straps connected to said pad, 
one of said straps adapted to extend from its respective 
pad across the front of the wearer, 

the other of said straps adapted to extend from 
tive pad across the rear of the wearer, 

a spacer bar, 

the ends of said straps being connected to said spacer bar 
for positioning along the longitudinal center line of the patient, 

its respec 
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and means for applying a force to said spacer bar in a 
direction extending longitudinally of the patient. 

2. The combination set forth in Claim 1 wherein said means 
for applying a force comprises 

weight and pulley means connected to said spacer bar and 
adapted to be supported by the bed or similar device on 
which the patient is reclining. 

3. The combination set forth in Claim 1 wherein each said 
pad is slidingly connected to its respective front portion. 

4. The combination set forth in Claim 1 wherein the side of 
each one said front portion is of substantially lesser width than 
the front of each said front portion. 

5. The combination set forth in Claim 1 wherein each one 
said front portion is of lesser width than each other said front 
portion. 

6. The combination set forth in Claim 1 wherein the back 
portion of said belt is vertically reinforced. 

7. In an apparatus for applying traction to a reclining pa 
tient, the combination comprising 

a belt having a back portion and body encircling front 
portion adapted to extend across the waist of the torso 
of the patient, 

a pair ofpressure pads, 
each said pad being slidingly connected to the side of said 

portion of the belt for supporting the pressure pad 
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generally in overlying relation to the uppermost and 
outermost portion of the pelvis, 

force applying straps slidingly connected to said pad, 
one portion of each of said straps adapted to extend from 

its respective pad across the front ofthe wearer, 
the other portion of each of said straps adapted to 
extend from its respective pad across the rear of the 
wearer. 

a spacer bar, 
the ends of said straps being connected to said spacer bar 

for positioning along the longitudinal center line of the 
patient, 

and means for applying force to said spacer bar adapted 
to extend longitudinally of the patient. 

8. The combination set forth in Claim 7 wherein said means 
for applying a force comprises 

weight and pulley means connected to said spacer bar and 
adapted to be supported by the bed or similar device on 
which the patient is reclining. 

9. The combination set forth in Claim 7 wherein each said 
pad is slidingly connected to its respective front portion. 

10. The combination set forth in Claim 7 wherein the side of 
each one said front portion is of substantially lesser width than 
the front of each said front portion. 


