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To all whom it may-concern,. 
Beit known that I, CHARLES H. BENTON, 

of Cleveland, in the county' of Cuyahoga and 
¿State of Ohio, have invented certain new and 
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useful> Improvements in Stretehers for Panta 
loons; `and I do hereby declare the following 
tobe a full, clear, and exact description of the 
invention, such as will enable others skilled` - 
in the art to _which it pertains .to make and 
use the same. y 
My invention relates to stretchers for pan 

taloons in which a foot- plate for depressing 
the lower clamp and stretching the'garment 
and a retaining-pawl for holding the garment 
taut are employed, the object being to pro 
vide' a device that is more effective in stretch 
ing the pantaloons and is more quickly and 
conveniently operated than the devices here 
tofore in use for such purposes. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure lis 
a side elevation of a pantaloons-stretcher em 
bodying Vmy invention. Fig. 2. is a bottom 
plan of the top clamp. Fig. 3 is a bottom 
plan of the lower clamp. ‘ Fig. 4 is a view in 
perspective showing the manner of operating 
thel stretcher. 
inafter described. ' » . 

Clamps A and B are mounted‘on the bar C, 
the former for clamping the pantaloons at or 
4near the waistband, and the latter for clamp 
ing the pantaloons near the bottom thereof. 
These clamps are of similar construction, and 
are hinged together at one end, and are pressed 

- together at ‘the other end by means of thumb 

35 screws b. rI‘he clamp A is attached‘to the 
bar C by means of the thimble a, or other 

`, suitable device, so that the clamp may be re 

45 

moved from the bar for convenience in pack 
ing. The bottom clamp, B, >is mounted on 
the bar C, the latter passing loosely thro ugh a 
guide-block, D, that is secured to this clamp. 
The bar C may be made in two or more pieces 
joined bybands c. The lower portion of the 
bar C has attached a ratchet-plate, c', and the 
lower clamp has connected therewith a spring 
pawl, d,~for engaging the teeth of the ratchet 
bar and holding the clamp D depressed. A 
foot-plate, d', >is provided for depressing the 
lower clamp, the operator throwing more or 
less of his weight thereon as may be needed 
to stretch the pants. . 
In operating'the device the pantaloons are 

folded lengthwise and the upper‘part secured 
inthe clamp A. The legs, near the bottom, 

Figs. 5 and 6 are details here- , 
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in like manner are secured to the clamp B. 
The stretcher is held upright, with the lower 
end of the bar C resting on the floor. The 
operator places his foot on the foot-plate and 
depresses the lower clamp to Stretch the gar 
ment. 
ratchet, holds the clamp depressed. 
The stretching of the pantaloons takes «out 

the bagging at the knees, so that they may be 
worn a long time and still have a neat and 

worn occasionally, they Should be left in the 
stretcher.. ~ i p 

_For pantaloons that are being worn daily, 
they should _be placed in the stretcher over 
night. Thereisno great strain required, not 
enough to injure the garment in the least. 

' Bagging at the knees is caused partlyV by 
' the cloth stretching at this part and partly 
by the shrinking-or fulling up ofthe cloth on 
,thel opposite side of the pantaloons-leg. `The 
stretching reverses the order, strainingthe 
rear portion and giving the front portion of 
the-garment an opportunity to 4shrink or full 
up, so that when the pantaloo'ns come-out of 

55 

The dog, engaging the notches of the 6o ' 

~new appearance. AWhen pantaloons areonly 65 . 
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the stretcher they are substantially in the form 8o 
that they were when new. 
Heretofore screw-rods have been employed 

for operating pantaloons-stretchers; but they 
were extremely slow and tedious of manipu 
lation.> ` i y 

My improved pantaloonsstretcher is oper 
ated easily and quickly, and is therefore espe 
cially adapted to the use of tailors, clothiers, 
andthose that repair clothing. 
The form of Íthe clamps is not essential, 

and I do not wish to .be understood as limit 
ing myself to the clamp shown. 
What I claim is»- ' 
In a pantaloons-stretcher, a connecting bar 

or rod, inY combination with two clamps, 'one 
secured rigidly to the bar at one end and the 
other mounted loosely thereon at the other 
end, pawl-and-ratchet mechanism for adjust 
ing and holding the loose clamps on the bar, 
and a foot-rest on said clamp to depress it in Ico 
stretching the trousers, substantially as set 
forth. A «- ' 

AIn testimony whereof I sign this Specifica 
tion, in the presence of two witnesses, this 5th 
day of January, 1886. 

WVitnesses: CHARLES H. BENTON. 
CHAs. H. DCRER, ’ 

l, A. E. LYNCH. 
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