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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A golf ball retriever ‘comprising a support which passes 
a golf ball, at least one frictionally engaging member 
extending inwardly from said support a distance such 
that a golf ball cannot pass freely through the remain 
ing opening and a handle attached to the support. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Many times while playing golf, the ball is hit so that 
it ?ies or rolls into a spot from which it cannot readily 
be picked up. This makes the retrieval of the ball by 
hand quite dif?cult if not virtually impossible under some 
circumstances. To illustrate, the ball may end up in a 
stream, in a lake, pond, water hole, mud hole, or in deep 
grass, ‘weeds, underbrush or the like ground cover in 
the rough or the out of bounds area of a course. Many 
times the ball may be at the bottom of an incline, in a 
ravine or other place where the individual looking for 
the ball cannot readily climb to get it. 
On other occasions, many golfers spend time hitting 

a large number of practice balls. These must be recov 
ered. Generally this is done by stooping over and pick 
ing up the balls by hand. 
The recovery of balls in both such instances is aided 

by the use of a ball retriever. Golf ball retrievers as 
known and available heretofore consist of a cup, scoop 
or ‘basket-like member attached to a handle. In use of 
such a retriever, the cup must be slid or otherwise posi 
tioned under the ball and the ball then be scooped there 
into. Such retrievers are not practical or operable in 
many situations where the ball is lodged or otherwise 
caught or held in a manner such that the basket or scoop 
cannot readily be maneuvered under the ball. To illus 
trate, in a water hole many times the ball is partially 
submerged in mud at the bottom of the hole. A scoop or 
basket cannot easily be slipped into the mud and under 
the ball. Further, even if this action is successful, the 
cup may become ?lled with mud and the ball be left 
behind when the retriever is pullled in. In other circum 
stances, the ball may be lodged or caught in such a man 
ner that the cup or scoop cannot be maneuvered behind 
or along side of the ball to pick it up. Also, with con 
ventional scoop type retrievers, golf balls cannot be 
picked up when they are resting on a hard, smooth sur 
face since the ball does not offer su?icient resistance to 
permit forcing the scoop under the ball thus making it 
virtually impossible to retrieve the ball. 

I have discovered a novel and useful golf ball retriever 
which can be used in many places and circumstances to 
easily pick up golf balls even in those situations where 
the basket or scoop type golf ball retrievers available 
heretofore cannot be used. 

It is a principal object of the present invention to pro 
vide a golf ball retriever having a unique ball retrieval 
action which does not require that the ball be scooped 
up or picked up by a scoop or cup-like member. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide 
a golf ball retriever which is operable to pick up and/or 
hold a golf ball and which is suitable for use when the 
ball may be in a location and/or on a surface where 
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it cannot readily be reached by hand or picked up by 
conventional scoop type retrievers. 

It is a further object of the present invention to pro 
vide a golf ball retriever which can be used to advantage 
in picking up a number of golf balls which have been 
hit in one general location, for example, while practic 
ing. 

These and other objects and advantages readily will 
become apparent from the detailed description presented 
hereinafter when read in conjunction with the drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a plan view of one embodiment of the golf 
ball retriever of the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along line 2-2 of 
FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a side elevation of another embodiment of 
the golf ball retriever of the present invention. 
FIG. 4 is a top view of the golf ball retriever depicted 

in FIG. 3. 
FIG. 5 is a top view of another embodiment of a golf 

ball retriever of the present invention. 
FIG. 6 is a side elevation of the embodiment depicted 

in FIG. 5. 
FIG. 7 is a side elevatoin of another embodiment of 

a golf ball retriever of the present invention. 
FIG. 8 is a top view of another embodiment of a golf 

ball retriever of the present invention. 
FIG. 9 is a top view of a modi?cation of the golf ball 

retriever of FIG. 8. 
SUMMARY 

In general, the golf ball retriever of the present in 
vention comprises a support de?ning an opening of a size 
which passes a golf ball and having at least one fric 
tionally engaging member extending inwardly from said 
support member a distance suf?cient to provide an effec 
tive opening such that a golf ball cannot pass freely 
through the assembly of said support and the frictionally 
engaging member or members. The friction gripping or 
engaging member or members are designed or fabricated 
such that they frictionally engage or grip the cover of 
a golf ball when the support member is positioned over 
a ball or a ball is placed thereon. A handle is attached 
to one side of the support member. 
The support usually is in the shape of a rigid or other 

not readily deformable or distendable circular member 
and ordinarily is ?tted with a multiplicity of small resili 
ent, elastic, frictionally engaging members positioned at 
spaced apart intervals around the periphery of the circu 
lar ring. 
The friction gripping members usually are in the shape 

of small disks, grommets or tubular sections which can 
readily be ?tted over the support. Alternatively, these 
could be small lugs in the shape of cones, wedges, regu 
lar prismatic blocks, spring leaves or other con?gura 
tions which provide the requisite gripping action on a 
golf ball and from which the ball readily can be re 
moved when desired. Still another embodiment of the 
frictionally gripping members of the present invention 
is an inwardly projecting indentation integral to the sup 
port itself. In this embodiment, an open end spring type 
support ordinarily is used. 

Ordinarily with a ring shaped support, the inside diam 
eter, i.e. opening, of the support is from about 1A6 inch 
to about 1A inch greater than the diameter of a golf ball. 
Preferably, this ring opening is from about 1/8 to about 
3/16 inch larger than that of the ball. 

Usually the friction grips are of such a size that when 
these gripping members are in a noncompressed or non 
distended state each extends inwardly from the inner 
Wall of the support a distance of from about 1&4 to about 
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1%; inch producing an imaginary circle on the perimeter 
of which the innermost surface of the gripping members 
would fall, assuming these to be identical in shape and 
size, having a diameter of from about 1,434 to about 1/8 
inch less than the diameter of a golf ball. 

Usually a plurality of small friction grips, ordinarily 
from about 2 to about 8 or more in number are posi 
tioned at spaced apart intervals around the support. 
Larger numbers of these members can be used but it has 
been found that these are not necessary to achieve satis 
factory operability of the retriever. In fact, if too large 
a number is used, or if these are spaced close together 
to provide for gripping action substantially around the 
whole periphery of the support, the force required either 
to pick up a ball or to dislodge it from the retriever may 
be so great that the apparatus might become somewhat 
difficult to operate when attempting to pick up a ball 
from a relatively long distance. It has been found that 
3 or 4 small resilient, elastic gripping members placed 
at substantially equally spaced apart intervals around the 
support are satisfactory and generally preferred. Prefer 
ably, these are fastened to or held by the support so as 
to be ?xed in place or at least not readily removed from 
a predetermined position on this member. 
By employing a plurality of spaced apart frictionally 

engaging gripping members as set forth hereinbefore, the 
open space provided between the supporting member and 
the ball assures that grass, Weeds and the like which 
could become wedged between the ball and the support, 
if gripping action was provided substantially around the 
whole periphery of the support, is free to slide out as the 
ball is lifted from grassy surfaces. This additional advan 
tage of the ball retriever of the present invention 
markedly improves its versatility as the possibility of 
the ball being pulled out of the retriever by the grass 
when it is lifted up is substantially completely eliminated. 
The ring or other embodiment of support can be of 

any wrought, cast or similar fabrication and be made of 
a material which has the requisite structural strength 
and rigidity to be substantially not deformed or distended 
under the conditions of operation. For ease of construc 
tion, a coil spring steel wire, plain or stainless steel wire, 
aluminum, aluminum alloy or other metal wire, a casting 
of a ferrous based metal or a light metal, such as mag 
nesium or aluminum or alloys thereof ordinarily is used. 
The grippers usually are prepared from a resilient, 

elastic material such as a natural or synthetic rubber, 
an elastic foamed or resilient polymer, a distendable 
springy material or other like construction material which 
will compress or distend under a slight pressure and 
frictionally grip and hold a golf ball. Also, these can be 
projections in the support member itself. 
Although a ?xed handle can be used, for versatility 

and to extend the utility of the retriever, ordinarily a 
telescopic handle which can extend from a minimum of 
about 2 or 3 feet to about 12 feet or more is used. Con 
veniently, the length of handle is selected such that when 
in closed position the retriever can be stored and carried 
in a golf bag and thus always be available and ready for 
use. For ease in recovery of a ball, ordinarily the handle 
is bent up at an angle of from about 15° to about 30° 
from the plane of the support member. Usually, the 
bend is made at about the connection of retriever with 
the handle proper. 

I have also discovered a novel means of forming the 
reduced section of a tubular member used in the prepa 
ration of telescopic handles. Conventionally these are 
formed by swaging, forging and the like operations 
wherein the diameter of a tube around its entire periph 
ery is reduced. This is a rather time consuming and 
laborious operation. Now, unexpectedly I have found 
that by positioning a tube in a forming press having a 
die design of a predetermined diameter smaller than that 
of the tube being formed and activating the press the 
portion of the tube in the die is reduced to the smaller 
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predetermined diameter in one operation. The excess 
metal is pushed or squeezed to the external surface of 
the tube on opposite sides of the die at the mating plane 
of the die sections, the inner diameter of the tube being 
true and reduced to the predetermined diameter. 

In operation, the ball retriever is either placed over 
and pushed down onto a ball or under certain circum 
stances is slipped under a ball and the ball allowed to 
settle onto the friction grips. The ball readily can be 
removed from the retriever either by hand or by tapping 
the ball against a surface to release it from the friction 
grips. 
A number of additional advantages and modes of 

operation for the present invention will become apparent 
from the discussion of various preferred embodiments. 

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

In one preferred embodiment of the golf ball retriever 
of the present invention as shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 the 
support 10 is in the con?guration of a circular ring fabri 
cated from a single loop of wire. One or both ends of 
the wire are bent to extend outward at its junction 12 
with the other end of the wire completing the circle. 
Three circular resilient frictionally gripping members 14 
are positioned at about equally spaced apart intervals 
around the periphery of the support 10. Conveniently, 
the grips 14 can have a small diametered through passage 
between opposite ?at faces 16a and 16b passing through 
the center of the member 14. This passage provides for 
the ready assembly of the grip 14 onto the support 10. 
The gripping member 14 can he slipped onto the free 
end of a support 10 and positioned at a predetermined 
location thereon. By providing an opening in each grip 
14 having a diameter considerably smaller than that of 
support 10, once the grip 14 has been pushed or forced 
to a predetermined location on support 10, it will remain 
substantially ?xed at that spot without the need of any 
additional restraining or clamping means or adhesive 
bond between the grip 14 and support 10. However, in 
such an assembly the grips 14, even though they are 
compressed when gripping a ball still can revolve on the 
support 10 as the ball is passed therethrough. This offers 
the additional advantage that less pressure is required 
to pick up a ball. It is to be understood that in this assem 
bly the opening in the grip 14 must be small enough that 
the ?t of the grip 14 on support 10 is tight enough such 
that the weight of a ball is not sut?cient to revolve the 
grips 14. 
The free ends of support 10 which extend outward 

from the junction 12 completing the circle is fastened 
to a handle 16 by means of a tight clamp, pinch clamp 
or other fastening means. As shown in the depicted 
embodiment, the handle 16 is of a telescopic type. 
A second embodiment of the present novel golf ball 

retriever is depicted in FIGS. 3 and 4. This embodiment 
consists of a unit spiral member 18 prepared from a 
length of wire, for example, having a circular bottom 
loop which serves as support 10. This loop 10 is ?tted 
with three spaced apart friction grips 14 of the same 
con?guration as shown and described for the embodiment 
of FIGS. 1 and 2. Above the support 10, the spiral mem 
ber 18 is enlarged in diameter to form a retainer 20 
which freely holds a golf ball therein. The upper bound 
ary surface of the spiral member 18 is a circular loop 
22 generally being parallel to the bottom support 10 but 
also larger in diameter than this support 10. The end of 
the wire 24 extends outward from perimeter of loop 22 
and is clamped into handle 16. To aid in supporting the 
retriever, an additional clamp member, such as a crimped 
wire 26, is clamped over the spiral on the loop below 
ring 22 adjacent the handle 16. The other end of wire 
26 also is clamped, as by being crimped, into the lower 
end of handle 16. 
As shown, the spiral member 20 above support 10 is of 

a height and diameter to accommodate a single golf ball. 
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It is to be understood that the diameter and/or length of 
the ball holding portion of this embodiment can be in 
creased to hold a plurality of balls. This is particularly 
desirable when the retriever is used to pick up practice 
balls, for example. 

FIGS. 5 and 6 show another embodiment of the pres 
ent invention having support 10 in the shape of a right 
cylindrical section 28 and two cone shaped gripping 
members 14. 

FIG. 7 shows a golf ball retriever of the same general 
con?guration as the embodiment shown in FIGS. 5 and 
6 but also containing a mesh or screen type ball re 
tainer 30. 

FIG. 8 depicts still another embodiment of golf ball 
retriever of the present invention. This embodiment con 
sists of a substantially circular support 10 having four 
grips 14 of the same general con?guration as those shown 
in FIGS. 1 and 2. This model of retriever contains an 
open end section 32, usually positioned opposite the con 
nection to the handle 16. Open section 32 is of a size 
such that it can freely pass the shank head of a conven 
tional tee. The ends 34a-34b of support 10 de?ning the 
boundary of open section 32 are bent outward at an 
angle su?icient that if the grips 14 become moved or dis— 
lodged they cannot fall off of support 10‘. 
With this embodiment not only can a ball be retrieved 

in the manner set forth hereinbefore, but the apparatus 
can be used to place a ball on a tee. For such a use, a 
ball is picked up by forcing it through the grips or placed 
on the retriever so that it comes to rest on top of the 
grips 14. The retriever with ball positioned and held 
thereon is lowered over the tee causing the ball to remain 
on top of the tee. The retriever is then removed by pass 
ing open section 32 past the tee. 
The embodiment of FIG. 9 is of substantially the . 

same design principle as that of FIG. 8 except the sup 
ports 14 are in the shape of triangular indented projec 
tions positioned at spaced intervals around the periph 
ery of the support 10 and are an integral to this support 
10. 

Both of the embodiments shown in FIGS. 8 and 9 usu 
ally have the support 10 fabricated from a spring steel 
or other spring material which readily expands when 
forced into contact with a golf ball. 
The embodiments depicted hereinbefore are intended 

to illustrate the present invention but are not meant to be 
limiting thereof. The support and frictional gripping 
members can be of any of a variety of con?gurations and 
fabrications which cooperate to give the requisite struc 
tural strength and frictional engagement to assure opera 
tion for the intended purpose. To illustrate, the support 
can be triangular, rectangular, hexagonal, octagonal or 
other shape and size which provides for free passage of a 
golf ball therethrough. Likewise, the gripping member or 
members can be of any of a variety of shapes and sizes 
the same as or of other designs than set forth hereinbe 
fore and can be fastened to the support by frictional 
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engagement, clamping members, adhesive or other bond 
ing and attachment means which secures these to the sup 
port in such a manner that they do not slip or slide to 
any great extent from their predetermined position there 
on during use. 

Additionally, in those embodiments having a ball re 
tainer above the support and frictionally engaging mem 
bers, this retainer can be of an open con?guration, e.g. a 
spiral or mesh, as depicted but also can be of a solid wall 
fabrication. 

I claim: 
1. A golf ball retriever comprising in combination a 

rigid circular support ring fabricated from a single loop 
of wire de?ning an opening of a size which passes a golf 
ball, a plurality of resilient elastic frictionally engaging 
disks positioned at spaced apart intervals around the pe 
riphery of said ring and extending inwardly from said sup— 
port ring a distance suf?cient to provide an effective open 
ing such that a golf ball cannot pass freely through the 
assembly of said support ring and said frictionally en 
gaging resilient disks, each of said disks fabricated such 
that these frictionally engage the cover of a golf ball when 
the support ring is positioned onto a ball, and a handle 
rigidly attached to one side of said support. 

2. The golf ball retriever as de?ned in claim 1 wherein 
the frictionally engaging disks are elastic foamed-or re 
silient polymer disks. 

3. The golf ball retriever as de?ned in claim 1 wherein 
the frictionally engaging resilient disks are rubber. 

4. The golf ball retriever as de?ned in claim 3 and hav 
ing a ball retainer connected to and positioned above the 
said support ring, said ball retainer being a spiral member 
of diameter greater than said support ring and having a 
diameter and a height su?‘icient to hold at least one golf 
ball therein, the upper boundary surface of said spiral 
member being a circular loop generally being parallel to 
said support ring, the end of the upper boundary surface 
of said spiral member extending outward from the perim 
eter of said loop and the handle being rigidly fastened 
thereto. 

5. The golf ball retriever as de?ned in claim 3 and 
having 3 resilient rubber disks positioned at equally spaced 
intervals around the periphery of said support. 
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