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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

An accessory for home aquariums comprising a unitary 
decorative thin-walled body shaped to resemble a ?oat 
ing body of land and having a concave underside and in 
cluding structure on its underside forming at least one 
enclosed air cell to enable the body to'?oat for pro 
longed periods of time. 

A wide range of aquatic scenery is presently avail 
able for use in home aquariums. Plastic scenic views 
attached to the outside glass of the aquarium to form 
a natural background are available and other arti?cial 
items such as foliage, sea shells, sunken ships and the 
like are available for decorating the bottom area of 
the aquarium. However, ?oating aquatic scenery is un 
available, and it is an object of this invention to pro 
vide improved ?oating aquatic scenery useful as‘ an 
accessory for home aquariums. 
The ?oating aquatic scene of this invention consists 

of a thin-walled body having a generally concave under 
side and readily formed by the vacuum molding process 
from a sheet of plastic. The body is irregularly shaped 
to resemble a body of land and is appropriately decorated 
to further this land simulation concept. One of the im 
portant features of the present invention is the inclusion 
of structure onthe concave underside of the body form 
ing at least one enclosed air space to insure that the 
body will rest at the surface of the water maintaining 
a normal balance at a prescribed depth. In the preferred 
form of the invention, this structure consists of a water 
tight ?lm which is secured to the lower end of the body 
so as to enclose the air space formed by the concave 
shape of the body. Such a ?lm is inexpensive to ob 
tain and can readily be assembled in an airtight relation 
with the plastic body. In another form of the inven 
tion, one or more air cell forming bodies, such as a 
ball formed of any suitable plastic which contains en 
closed air cells or a water impervious plastic shell, such 
as a ping-pong ball, is independently ?oated below the 
body so as to support the body at a prescribed depth. 
In another form of the invention, a mass of enclosed 
air cell forming plastic, such as a closed cell type poly 
urethane, is secured to the concave underside of the 
plastic body so as to be practically integral therewith. 
In all forms of the invention, the structure on the under 
side of the body insures the formation of the necessary 
air cell to maintain the body in a buoyant condition over 
a prolonged period of time. It has been found that the 
body, by itself and without this additional structure, will 
gradually descend into the aquarium by virtue of weight 
of the body forcing air on the concave side thereof 
into the water and by virtue of the absorption of water 
by the body. 

Further objects, features and advantages of this in 
vention will become apparent from a consideration of 
the following description, the appended claims and the 
accompanying drawing, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an aquarium illus 
trating the ?oating aquatic scene of this invention ?oat 
ing therein; 
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FIG. 2 is a transverse sectional view of the ?oating 

aquatic scene vof this invention as seen from substantial 
ly the line 2—2 in FIG. 1; 

FIGS. 3 and 4 are transverse sectional views, illustrated 
similarly to FIG. 2, of modi?ed forms of the ?oating 
aquatic scene of this invention. 
With reference to the drawing, the ?oating aquatic 

scene of this invention, indicated generally at 10, is 
shown in FIG. 1 ?oating in an aquarium 12 ?lled with 
water to the level indicated at 14. The scene 10 cori 
sists of a unitary decorative thin-walled body 16 which is 
generally concave in a downwardly facing direction and 
is irregularly shaped to resemble a body of land. The 
body 16 also has its top surface 18 appropriately deco 
rated so as to further this simulation of a ?oating body 
of land. The body 16 is preferably formed of plastic 
and is conveniently manufactured by the vacuum form 
ing process so that it is provided at its lower end 20 
with a peripheral ?ange 22 which functions to provide 
a ?at bottom surface 24. 
A sheet or ?lm of water impervious material 26, 

such as plastic, is secured in any suitable manner, such 
as by adhesive, to the surface 24 so as to form with 
the body 16 an enclosed air space 28 on the underside 
30 of the body 16. By virtue of the cooperation of the 
?lm 26 and the body 16 to form the enclosed air space 
28, ?oating of the body 16 at a prescribed depth relative 
to the water surface 14 over a' prolonged period is in 
sured. 

It has been found that when the airtight and water 
tight cell 28 is formed by means of the plastic ?lm 26, 
the depth at which the body 16 ?oats in the aquarium 
relative to the water level 14 can be adjusted to some 
extent by the aquarist. The ?lm 26 is somewhat ?exible, 
and as a result, if the body 16 is casually placed in 
the aquarium water, some air bubbles are entrapped be 
low the ?lm 26. However, if the body 16 is inserted 
into the aquarium by ?rst tipping the body 16 so that 
one edge of the ?ange 22 is above the water level 14, 
some or all of these entrapped air bubbles can be 
eliminated, thereby enabling the body 16 to sink deeper 
into the aquarium water. Thus, the ?exible nature of 
the ?lm 26 provides a desirable result, namely, adjust 
ment of the depth at which the body 16 ?oats relative 
to the water surface 14. This enables adjustment of 
the size and depth of the shallow water area 31 which 
surrounds the body 16 and is located between the ?ange 
22 and the water surface 14. This shallow water area 
31 provides a haven for small ?sh in the aquarium 12 
to provide these ?sh with a place where they can rest 
and be secure from consumption by larger ?sh. . 

In FIG. 3, a modi?ed form 10a of the ?oating aquatic 
scene of this invention is illustrated. The scene 10a 
is substantially identical to the scene 10 differing there 
from principally in the speci?c form of the structure 
employed to provide air cells for maintaining the scene 
10a at a desired ?oating position in the aquarium 12. 
Consequently, like numerals are used in FIG. 3 to in 
dicate like parts of the scenes 10 and 10a. In the scene 
10a, the body 16 is of a somewhat different shape than 
the body 16 in the scene 10, but it will be appreciated 
by those skilled in the art that the body 16» is capable 
of being provided in a variety of different shapes, each 
of which depicts a particular ?oating island scene. In 
the scene 10a, a pair of air cell members 32 and 34 
are ?oated in the aquarium water and disposed in sup 
porting relation with the body 16 so as to position the 
body ?ange 22 a prescribed distance below the water 
level 14. Each of the air members 32 and 34 is prefer 
ably formed of a Styrofoam or polyurethane material 
which provides enclosed air cells, although the mem 
bers 32 and 34 can also be formed of a plastic material 
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which forms hollow spheres like ping-pong balls which 
are water and air tight. 

In FIG. 4, another modi?ed form 10b of the aquatic 
scene of this invention is illustrated which is also similar 
in many respects to the scene 10 so that like numerals 
on the scene 10b are used to indicate like parts on 
the scene 10. The scene 1% includes a body 16 which is 
?lled from the bottom side with a closed cell plastic 
material so that the body 16 has attached thereto a mass 
36 of the plastic material which provides the air cells 
38 that impart buoyancy to the body 16. The mass 36 
is of a weight such that the body 16 will ?oat in the 
aquarium water at a position such that the ?ange 22 
is a prescribed depth below the Water level 14. 
From the above description it is seen that this inven 

tion provides a buoyant aquatic scene which can be 
?oated in an aquarium 12 so as to add to the apperance 
thereof and to provide a haven for small ?sh. The in 
clusion of the illustrated structures for forming one or 
more enclosed air cells below the body 16 insures that 
the body 16 will ?oat at a prescribed depth for prolonged 
periods of time. 

It will be understood that the ?oating aquatic scenes 
which are herein disclosed and described are presented 
for purposes of explanation and illustration and are. not 
intended to indicate limits of the invention, the scope 
of which is de?ned by the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A buoyant aquatic scene accessary for aquariums 

comprising a unitary decorative thin-walled body shaped 
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so as to be generally concave in a downwardly facing 
direction and have a hollow underside and so contoured 
as to resemble a body of land, and means on the under 
side of said body forming at least one completely en 
closed air space on the underside of said body for pro 
viding buoyancy. . 

2. An aquarium accessory according to claim 1 where 
in said body terminates at its lower end in a substantial 
ly ?at surface and wherein said means forming said en 
closed air space comprises a ?lm of water impervious 
material secured to said surface and extending com 
pletely across said body lower end. 

3. An aquarium accessory according to claim 2 where 
in said ?lm is formed of a ?exible plastic material. 

4. An aquarium accessory according to claim 1 where 
in said means on the underside of said body comprises 
at least one member separate from said body, said mem 
ber de?ning at least one enclosed air cell. 

5. An aquarium accessory according to claim 1 where 
in said means on the underside of said body consists 
of a cellular plastic mass having enclosed air cells there 
in and secured to said body. 
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